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Colleagues,
Chiefs of Army, Navy & Air Force,
Commandant of Defence Services Command and Staff College, Graduating Officers and,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Assalamu Alaikum and a very good morning to you all.

I am very happy to be amongst you on the occasion of certificate awarding ceremony of Defence Services Command and Staff College. I extend my sincere greetings and felicitations to all graduates of this course. Obtaining a ‘psc’ degree from this renowned institution is indeed a matter of great pride for any member of the armed forces. 

On the day I bring to mind with respect those 128 valiant martyr soldiers who died in UN Peacekeeping Missions to establish peace. I pay my deepest sympathy to their family members. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

February is the month of language movement. At the outset, I pay my homage to the greatest Bangalee of all time Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. I recall with great gratitude four national leaders. In this month of remembrance of our glorious language movement, I also recall with reverence martyrs Salam, Barkat, Rafiq, Shafiq, Jobbar and all fearless laguage martyrs who laid down their lives for the sake of our mother-tongue. Only the Bangalees have the glorious history to sacrifice lives for language.
Under the great leadership of Bangabandhu, the 23-year long journey of indipendendence was started in 1948. We achieved hard fought victory in 1971 through a 9-month of liberation war. The leadership of Bangabandhu was the key weapon to inspire the whole nation during war time. Our Armed Forces members have glourious participation at our liberation war. The nation will remember their bravery and supreme sacrifices at the war of our independence. 
         3-million people sacrificed their lives, 2-lakh women lost their innocence and about 30-million people were homeless in achieving our great independence in 1971. I pay my deepest gratitude to all of them.
Armed Forces are our national asset and they play the key role to protect our independence and sovereignty. Bangabandhu’s true realization for Armed Forces as an essential element of national power led him to put special emphasis on building disciplined and professional Armed Forces for Bangladesh. 
In line of that, the College was established for the higher training of our Armed Forces officers. With the passage of time, this institution has been acclaimed in both national and international arenas as a unique military educational institution. We are indeed proud of that.  

It is also a matter of pride that from the inception the College has successfully completed 40 Staff Courses for the Army, 34 Courses for the Navy and 36 Courses for the Air Force. 
         A total of 927 officers from the Armed Forces of our 38 friendly countries around the globe have also obtained ‘psc’ degree from the College. I congratulate the Commandant, faculty members, officers and all staffs of the College on such splendid success. 
You will be happy to know that our government has already taken up projects to extend infrastructural facilities of the College.  In this connection, this multi-storied academic complex and other installations have been commissioned. I firmly believe that this will increase the training capability of this college. I am informed that the Defence Services Command and Staff College has attached due importance to time-befitting academic programmes in its training curriculam which have established the institution as a reputed one in the world. 

Dear Graduating Officers,


You have successfully completed this higher course on military science by dint of your hard work and perseverance. Undoubtedly, the day is a memorable one in your life. I am sure that the knowledge you acquired through the training would help you discharge your professional responsibilities more befittingly. You will be able to face any sort of challenge confidently. Not only that I presume that from this moment you are ready to undertake higher leadership role. 

I am very happy to know that a total of 11 female officers have been graduated this year. It is encouraging to see that increased number of female officers are graduating every year. It clearly indicates ‘Women Empowerment’ in the Armed Forces and the country as well. The female participation in the UN Missions increases day by day. As a matter of fact, in 1996, our government took the initiative for the first time to recruit women at the higher rank of Bangladesh Army and Police.

I am also pleased to learn about the invaluable contributions of your spouses in different constructive social programmes as a part of course curriculum. Remember, their willingness, continuous support and encouragements have enabled you to be a proud ‘Mirpurian’. Without the help of a woman it is difficult for a man to become prosperous. I wish success in your professional, conjugal and social life. 
Dear Graduating Officers from Abroad,


On 24th Septemtember 1974 Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman stated the basic philosophy of our foreign policy to the UN General Assembly that ‘Friendship with all and malice towards none’. Bangladesh’s desire, support, effectiveness and respect to world peace indicate that the idealogy of the Father of the Nation still prevails in our policy. Warm and friendly ties with your countries are gradually increasing as per Bangabandhu’s Foreign Policy.


I firmly believe, your presence has added more colour to this institution. During your stay, you have formed positive impressions about the people and culture of this land. At the age of ‘Track Three Diplomacy’, bilateral relationships will further strengthen in future through view exchange, respect to other cultures and in special case, cultural solidarity among ‘psc’ degree achieving officers.
          I hope that, as our goodwill ambassadors, you will convey the good wishes of our hospitable people and the unprecedented beauty of the land to your countrymen. Please do convey my regards to all the members of your Armed Forces and the fellow citizens. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,


The Armed Forces are always alert to protect our independence and sovereignty. Alongside the noble responsibility, the members of our patriotic Armed Forces are also making significant contributions to the fields of natural calamities like Sidr and Aila. They have stood beside people even risking their lives while tackling man-made disasters like Tazrin Fashion and Rana Plaza incidents.

            They are showing their capability in observing special development activities and massive infrastructure construction. Our Armed Forces act as aides of civil administration in different purposes including maintaining law and order situation. Specially, they earned vast reputation to prepare a transparent voter list with photograph in 2008 deducting 1 crore 39 lakh fake voters.
Not only in the country, members of our Armed Forces have also earned name and fame in foreign countries by their honesty, dedication and professional efficiencies. Bangladesh Armed Forces are contributing significantly for restoring democracy, social development, health and education in different countries under the emblem of UN missions. Their success has further brightened the image of Bangladesh.
As per the UN Secretary General Ban ki-moon, Bangladesh is now holding the leading role of delivering UN peacekeepers at ongoing peacekeeping missions in various countries. Bangladesh is considered as the top peacekeepers contributing country. One in every ten of UN peacekeepers is from Bangladesh. Since the starting of UN peacekeeping mission in 1988, Bangladesh took part in 45 missions out of 66. 
At present 8 thousand 501 Bangladeshi peace-keepers have been working in 11 missions of the world out of 16 ongoing UN peacekeeping missions. We are still leading peacekeeper contributor of UN peacekeeping missions. We would not tolerate any kind of indulgence from our peacekeepers that taint the goodwill of our Armed Forces.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Father of the Nation presents us independence and sovereignty. In absence of Bangabandhu, we have to follow the path of prosperity showed by him to achieve economic emancipation. This time we will ensure our victory in the battle of financial liberty. For that our Armed Forces have to be ready to face any kind of challenge with far sightedness. It has to be remembered that the country is marching towards prosperity fast. We sould be alart so that our fast progress can’t be marred by any evil design in future. I believe, patriotic Armed Forces will be led by ‘wisdom’ for the sake of motherland’s development and prosperity.
Bangladesh won the legal battles in resolving the maritime boundary dispute in the Bay of Bengal. Through exchanging enclaves with India 68-year old dispute has ended peacefully. We have started construction work of Padma Bridge Mega Project with own fund. On January this year, 33 crore 37 lakh 62 thousand 772 textbooks were distributed among the students across the country at free of cost. Scholarship and stipend are being provided to 1 crore 30 lakh students. The literacy rate in the country is now 71%. The school drop out at primary level has been reduced to 20.4% from 50.5%. 
Per capita income of the people has risen to $ 1316 increasing people’s living standard. Awami League was the torch-bearer of country’s all movements and struggles achieving all tangible successes and will remain a fore runner in ensuring development and economic emancipation of the countrymen.
Let us come and work together to build a hunger-poverty free and happy-prosperous ‘Sonar Bangla’ as dreamt by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Thank you all, once again.
 
Allah Hafez

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu

May Bangladesh Live Forever.
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