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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim 
Dear Colleagues, 

Guests from home and abroad, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Assalamu Alaikum. Very Good Morning to you all. 
I welcome you all at the inaugural ceremony of the International Nazrul Conference. On the occasion, I pay my deep homage to our national poet. 

The conference marks the 90th year of the national poet's immortal creation and one of the best poetry works of the world `The Rebel'. I congratulate the organizers for holding this conference marking the landmark. 

It's astonishing that the verses "Say, Valiant, Say: High is my head! Look at my head, Is cast down the great Himalayan peak!.. written 90 years ago still arouse each and every Bangalee, and Bangla-speaking people. They encourage and provide us strength to be defiant against all sorts of injustice, deprivation and exploitation.  
The call of the `Rebel' in fact is the call of self resurrection and self-freedom. Poet Nazrul wanted freedom of selfness through this call. 
Poet Nazrul was born at the juncture of the 19th and the 20th century when the entire sub-continent, including Bangladesh, was under colonial rule. An unbearable poverty and motherland's subjugation made the rebel poet desperate to get freedom. He had devoted his life to wage a struggle against injustice, oppression and exploitation. Nazrul was the lone torchbearer in his sojourn. 

Nazrul is the poet of equality, the poet of non-communalism. He fought against communalism and religious fundamentalism and exploitation. He wrote: 

"O Lord, 

For eighty years have I lived 

And never did I say my prayers 

And yet, did you ever refuse me my meals for that?" 

Poet Nazrul believed that women's contribution to the society and the family is no less than that of their male counterparts. He was against unequal treatment to women. 

 "Whatever great or benevolent achievements 

There are in this world 

Half of that was by woman, 

Half other by man.'' 

He even directly called upon them to be rebellious against exploitation. 

In a letter to Begum Shamsunnahar he wrote: The women of our country are poor fellows. I saw a lot of girls with great talents, but all of their prospects withered to meet the needs of the society. So, I urge the women to be rebellious."   
The rebel poet was born at Churulia village of Bardawan district in West Bengal. Police officer Rafiz Uddin brought him to Trishal of Mymensingh. Nazrul studied there for sometime. He had the opportunity to observe rural Bangladesh and peasant society from a very close proximity while staying at Trishal. The experiences of Trishal greatly influenced his literary works. 

Poet Nazrul frequently visited Bangladesh during his adulthood. He got married to Promila, a girl from Comilla. He wrote a lot of famous poems and songs while staying in Comilla. 
The national poet teaches us the language of protest. We got the mantra of `breaking the iron gate of prison' from him. We got inspiration to sing the songs of life while on the hanging dock. 
The greatest Bangalee of all time, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had struggled throughout his life being inspired with the rebellious message of Nazrul. He spent 19 years in jail for the cause of the country's freedom. He did neither accept the premiership nor bow down to the threat of hanging. Here lies a unique similarity between the rebel poet Nazrul and `poet of politics' Bangabandhu. Nazrul's rebellion was aptly reflected in Bangabandhu. 
As a nation we, the Bangalee, are a fortunate one. We get two   legendary poets - Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore and rebel poet Kazi Nazrul Islam. They not only enriched language, literature and culture of Bangalees but also shaped and constructed their consciences. 

The Bangalee characteristics intermingled with softness and harshness are inherited from these two great sons of the soil. They inspired us during our tumultuous days of the great language movement, the anti-Ayub movement, the 6-point movement in 1966, the mass-upsurge in 1969 and the liberation war in 1971. 

Rebellion was the main tune of his writings but Nazrul was also the poet of beauty and emotions. Nazrul was unique in the depiction of love and nature in a fascinating manner. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

            Bangabandhu made the song "Onward march, Onward march, Onward march" as the Marching Song of the country in the first meeting of the cabinet on 13 January 1972. After a few days during his visit to Kolkata, Bangabandhu discussed with the sons and other family members of the poet to bring him Dhaka. 
On his return, Bangabandhu communicated with the then Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi to bring the poet in Dhaka marking his birth day. Mrs Gandhi gave permission. Accordingly, Bangabandhu sent a delegation to Kolkata and brought the poet along with his family members to Dhaka on 24 May 1972.  
            Bangabandhu allocated the house number 300 at Dhanmodi on road number 28 for the poet. 
            Bangabandhu along with my mother Begum Fazilatunnessa went to the Kabi Bhaban as soon as he arrived there and garlanded the poet. Bangabandhu often visited the house and enquired about his health and well-being. 

The poet was conferred on D. Lit degree by the Dhaka University on 9 December 1974. 

During our previous tenure, we took a two-year programme to celebrate the birth centenary of the national poet in 1999-2000. 

We built a monument at the site of the grave of the poet. Buildings having facilities of library, auditorium and guest house were built at Trishal and Darirampur in Mymensingh. 
We also took initiatives to collect notations of Nazrul songs. Some 50 music teachers were trained with original music and lyrics of Kazi Nazrul Islam. 
This time a memorial centre is being built at Dharmasagar in Comilla in commemoration of Nazrul. Such centres will also be built at Chittagong, Sylhet, Rajshahi and Teota of Manikganj. 

Dear guests, 

Nazrul is our national poet. Much more could be done in studying and carrying out research on Nazrul. I think, remembering Nazrul through observing his birth and death anniversary programmes is not enough. More emphasis should be given in academic level. Alongside, Nazrul should be projected in an easier and attractive manner among the common people, especially among the children. 

I hope our litterateurs, intelligentsia and academicians would come forward with more pragmatic plans in this regard. At the same time, Nzarul should be introduced to the global readers as he was not the poet of Bangalees alone, rather he is a poet of the toiling masses across the world. 
Nazrul Institute has already published some works of the poet in English, French, Latin, Chinese, German and Hindi languages. Programme has been undertaken to translate some of his works in Arabic. I would like to urge to translate his works in all popular languages of the world. The government would provide all support.
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Ideologically and philosophically Nazrul and Bangabandhu were at the same horizon. Nazrul desired to build an exploitation free society. Bangabandhu dreamt to build Sonar Bangla free from exploitation and poverty.   
We want to fulfill the desires of these two great Bangalees. We want to build a Bangladesh as dreamt by national poet Kazi Nazrul Islam and Father of the Nation Banabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman breaking the vicious cycle of poverty. We want to build a Bangladesh where every citizen will enjoy equal and basic rights. There will be no difference between the citizens. Women would enjoy their just rights. I urge all to work towards building such a Bangladesh. 

"Weary of struggles, I, the great rebel, 

Shall rest in quiet only when I find 

The sky and the sir free of the pite groans 

of the oppressed 

Only when the battlefields are cleared of 

jingling bloody sabers .." 

It is my hope that the ideals and messages of Nazrul will be spread all over the world through the participants of this august conference organised by Nazrul Institute. 
I once again convey my best wishes to you all and declare the conference open. 

Khoda Hafez. 

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu 

May Bangladesh Live Forever. 

.....
