January 3, 2013
PM lauds untiring efforts of agriculturists to boost food production

MYMENSING: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today lauded the country's agriculturists for their untiring and inventive services for boosting food production over the last four decades.

"Among all advancements of Bangladesh in different sectors, the success in the area of agriculture is mostly remarkable and evident," she said while addressing the golden jubilee and reunion of alumni of the Bangladesh Agricultural University (BAU) on the campus here.

The Prime Minister extended her sincere thanks, particularly to the alumni of the BAU, for their constant efforts for development of the agriculture sector and massive increase of the country's food production since independence.

With BAU Vice-Chancellor Professor Rafiqul Haque in the chair, the function was addressed by Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid, Planning Commission Member Prof Dr Shamsul Haque and Registrar of the university Najibur Rahman.

Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, LGRD and Cooperatives Minister Syed Ashraful Islam, Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Fisheries and Livestock Minister Abdul Latif Biswas, Shawkat Momen Shajahan, MP, Abdul Mannan, MP, and President of Bangladesh Krishibid Institution AFM Bahauddin Nasim were also present on the occasion, among others.

Terming the Awami League government as a 'farmer- friendly' one, Sheikh Hasina said the present government has focused on development of the lives and livelihoods of rural people. "It is possible through accelerating the agricultural productivity and marketing of the agricultural produces," she said, adding it's the main approach of the present government for poverty alleviation and building up food security.

The Prime Minister said her government had taken target to make the country sufficient in food production by 2013. "But, the country has already achieved the goal and we now need to sustain the achievement and give it a permanent shape.

Sheikh Hasina said her government is making relentless efforts for ensuring food and nutrition security of the people of the country. "Agriculturists may play very pivotal role to achieve the goal," she said.

Congratulating the alumni of the BAU marking the golden jubilee of the country's pioneering agricultural institution, the Prime Minister recalled the glorious role of the university in the War of Liberation. In this regard, she paid rich tributes to the martyred students and employees of the institution in the War of Liberation.
Sheikh Hasina said Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had upgraded the services of the agriculture graduates to class one post in 1973. His historic decision resulted in a revolution in the agri education and research in the country, she said. 

The Prime Minister said country's agriculturists have so far invented around five hundred high yielding varieties of crops including paddy, wheat, different pulses and vegetables apart from innovation of various technologies and techniques of cultivation.

"Because of these innovative efforts, our agricultural growth particularly production of fisheries, meat, milk, eggs, vegetables and different kinds of fruits has increased manifold," she said.

"But we should not stop here," she said, adding, "Our arable land is declining due to various reasons including booming population. Moreover, the country is on the threshold of natural disasters along with various environmental and climatic changes."

Underlining the importance on invention of saline, drought and flood tolerant varieties of crops, she said steps should be taken to produce crops suitable to climatic and environmental changes and give importance to local demands.

"Bangladesh can earn huge foreign currency through food processing and export those items abroad," she said, calling for necessary research in this regard. The Prime Minister said many lands of the country can produce only one crop a year. "We have to take steps to use those lands for multiple harvesting in a year and we can bring more land under cultivation by expanding irrigation, resolving water-logging problems and putting in place a planned water drainage system," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the country needs basic research and technological excellence for augmentation of agricultural production to meet the continuous demands for food and nutrition.

"There should have coordination among all research activities in the area of agriculture, organic technology and environment," she said.

The Prime Minister hoped that the students, graduates, scientists and teachers of the BAU would continue their research work to invent new technologies to face the future challenges of agriculture.

In this connection, she said her previous government in 1996 had made Taka 12 crore block allocation for the research in agriculture.
Sheikh Hasina also urged the agronomists to hammer out strategy how to preserve foodgrains in the silos for a long time.

She asked the alumni of the university to establish a trust fund for the development of the university and take initiatives for arrangement of buses for the students of the university to remove their transport problems.

The Prime Minister also assured of constructing a dormitory for the female students of the university.

On the occasion of the golden jubilee the BAU campus was decorated tastefully with flags, festoons and banners. Large size portraits of Bangabandhu and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina were also set up at different points of the campus.

Earlier, the Prime Minister inaugurated Bangabandhu Smriti Chattar (memorial square) on the BAU campus.

January 4, 2013

AL does not see power as business: PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said Awami League does not see power as a business, rather it sees the power as a scope for serving the people.

"Power is not a big thing for us, rather protecting the dignity and ensuring the rights of the people are big thing for us," she said.

Sheikh Hasina, also the AL chief, made the comments when the leaders of Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) called on her at her official Ganobhaban residence here this evening on the occasion of the 65th founding anniversary of the organization.

The Prime Minister said: "The people are the source of all power and our politics is toreturn back the power to the people. We have done this through the 15th amendment to the constitution."

She said there is a vested quarter in the country who does not want continuation of democracy. "They always back military or military-backed government so that they become minister or adviser in the secret way," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the vested quarter sees the politics as building their lot. "They think that national flag won't be beautified in their car if democracy continues," she said.

Reiterating her government steadfast commitment to complete the ongoing trial of war criminals, she said whatever conspiracies are hatched, none could stop the trial of the 1971 culprits who committed crimes against humanity during the War of Liberation in 1971. 

About the trial of war criminals, Sheikh Hasina said leader of the opposition Begum Khaleda Zia is now roaming around with snake baskets to save them.
The Prime Minister termed the trial of war criminals is an expectation of the nation and its people and said whatever cry Khaleda Zia does, she could not save them.

"I would like to tell the opposition leader that charmers die in snakebite. Your consequence would be worst in their (war criminals) hands," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the trial of those who carried out massacre killing the nation's best sons and raping two lakh mothers and sisters must be held to free the nation from the 40- year stigma.

BCL President HM Badiuzzaman Sohag and General Secretary Siddiqui Nazmul Alam also spoke on the occasion.

AL Presidium Member Obaidul Quader, Joint Secretary Jahangir Kabir Nanak, Organizing Secretaries Misbahuddin Siraj, AFM Bahuddin Nasim, BM Mozammel Haque and Ahmad Hossain and former BCL leaders Abdur Rahman and Enamul Haque Shamim, among others, were present. 

The Prime Minister said the nation would have advanced much had the military rulers not polluted the country's politics.

She said military dictators like Ayub Khan, Yahya, General Zia and General Ershad tried to destroy Awami League and Chhatra League. But they could not successful as the two organizations do politics with a same ideology of ensuring welfare of the people and students, she said.

Mentioning that successes could not be achieved in politics without an aim and ideology, she said General Zia had polluted the student politics and derailed the student leaders by handing over arms and money to them.

Recalling the glorious past of the BCL, the Prime Minister said sincerity and honesty are must to become successful in the politics. "So you have to work with utmost sincerity and honesty and devote yourselves to building the nation," she said.

Sheikh Hasina called upon the leaders and workers to be more attentive to the study to build themselves as future leaders of the country. "You will have to give priority first to the education, then politics, to lead the country in future," she said.

The Prime Minister said the government has been working relentlessly to ensure welfare of the people which remained absent during the rules of military dictators. "Our only aim is to ensure welfare of the people and we are working to this end," she said, calling upon the students to devote themselves to the development of the country.

Listing various measures for the development of education in the country, the Prime Minister said the government has given highest priority to education and has been working tirelessly to maintain peaceful atmosphere on the campus and reduce the session jam of the students.

In this connection, she mentioned framing of a time- befitting education policy, free distribution of textbooks among the students up to secondary level and constitution of trust fund for the poor and meritorious students.

Sheikh Hasina directed the BCL leaders to strengthen the organization by holding regular conferences of its units and project the present government successes before the people.

January 8, 2013

PM formally opens Sundalpur gas field

COMPANYGANJ, Noakhali: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina formally inaugurated the first gas field discovered by state owned gas exploration and production company BAPEX at Sundalpur here today.

BAPEX discovered the gas field in 2011 as the present Awami League-led grand alliance government after taking office in 2009 took more proactive measures to engage BAPEX to explore gas fields and their reserves across the country.

Inaugurating the gas field the Prime Minister expressed her government's firm commitment for proper utilization of the natural gas and other resources for country's economic development.

Sundalpur gas field would play a unique role in meeting the demand for gas of the people in this region and opening up the door of the national development, she hoped.

The Prime Minister said her government has taken initiative to enhance the BAPEX's capacity to deal with the gas exploration and production. "While Awami League was in power in 1996-2001 period, at least 10 percent share of BAPEX was ensured at the time of awarding any contract to a foreign company for gas exploration. In this tenure the share was raised to 20 percent," she said.

Pointing out her government's stride to resolve the gas crisis, she said the government is prepared to address the situation. "We have taken steps for power generation from solar and coal," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said once there was given a perception that the country was floating on gas. "But, our survey was different, as to why, we denied to export gas without fulfilling our demand," she said adding "but BNP agreed to sell gas and came to power in 2001."

Urging people to remain careful about the misuse of gas, the Prime Minister said an area with new gas field would get priority while giving gas supply.

Communications Minister Obaidul Qader, Health Minister Prof AFM Ruhal Haq, Home Minister MK Alamgir, Water Resources Minister Ramesh C Sen, State Minister for Power Enamul Haq, and chairman of BAPEX Prof Hussain Monsur were present, among others, on the occasion.

According to primary estimation, the gas initially in place (GIIP) status in the field is 62.2bcf (billion cubic feet). Of the total gas reserve, 50.2bcf gas has been categorised as P-1 (at least 90 percent probability) reserve while another 12bcf as P-2 (at least 50 percent probability) reserve.

Petrobangla is now producing around 10 million cubic feet (mmcf) of gas per day from this field.

January 9, 2013

PM announces primary education fully nationalized

DHAKA: With nationalization of around 26,000 non-government primary schools across the country, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today announced that country's primary education would be fully nationalized by January 1, 2014.

All non-government, registered and non-registered primary schools would be nationalized in three phases, she said.

The Prime Minister said in the first phase all MPO-listed schools would be nationalized from January 1 this year and all non-MPO registered and non-registered schools would come under government from July 1 next.

Other schools would be nationalized from January 1, 2014 after necessary scrutiny, she said.

The Prime Minister said, no new primary school would be established in the country under private initiative in future with the hope of getting government fund. If require, she said, the government would establish new primary schools in the country.

She was addressing a grand rally of primary school teachers marking nationalization of the primary schools at National Parade Square here today.

Minister for Primary and Mass Education Dr. Afsarul Amin, Home Minister Dr. Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, State Minister for Primary and Mass Education Motahar Hossain, acting secretary of the Ministry of Primary and Mass Education Niaz Uddin spoke among others on the occasion.

Secretary General of Bangladesh Primary Teachers Association M Monsur Ali gave welcome address while president of the association Aminul Islam Chowdhury was in the chair.
The schools include MPO-listed registered non- government primary schools, permanently registered non- government primary schools, temporarily registered non- government primary schools, non-government primary schools given permission to conduct curriculum activities, non-MPO community primary schools, NGO schools established with government fund and schools waiting for government permission to launch academic activities.

With the nationalization of the primary schools, services of more than one lakh primary school teachers in the country were made public for the second time in the country's history.

Bangabandhu first nationalized 37,000 primary schools of the country in 1973 bringing whole primary education under the government soon after independence.

Amidst thunderous claps of thousands of school teachers, the Prime Minister said the Awami League government always has given importance to education as the party wants to build an educated society.

Terming the primary education as the base of education, she said it's very sad that no primary school was nationalized in the country in the last 41 years after brutal killing of Bangabandhu.

"None except we could do this as our government always tried to be partner of the teachers in their all woes and happiness," she said adding, "having the opportunity to nationalize your service I fell proud, as I could fulfill a dream of the Father of the Nation.

Sheikh Hasina said her government has introduced a universal national education policy and prepared a national working plan to build up an educated nation.

Highlighting the steps taken by her government for development of primary education the Prime Minister said many government had given many commitment in the past, but none could do that in the last 40 years what we have done in only four years.

She said to check the drop of school children from primary level stipend and mid-day meal were introduced apart from increasing the monitoring activities involving local people.

In this regard the Prime Minister said the Awami League government in its first stint had increased the literacy rate to 65 percent which declined to 50 percent.
"They (BNP) not only decreased the literacy rate but also the food production making the country dependent on import," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said her government has opened pre- primary sections in 56,720 schools with creating post of at least one additional teacher in 37,672 schools.
Pointing out the distribution of 27 crore text books among school students this year, she said, it has lessened a big burden of parents to collect book at the beginning of the academic year.

She said all primary schools in the country are providing education under a common syllabus and examination system. Steps were taken so that children of underdeveloped region and small ethnic group can pursue their study.

The Prime Minister expressed her gratitude to the almighty Allah for giving her the opportunity to nationalize the services of the non government primary schools. "Probably the almighty kept me alive on August 21 grenade attack to do this job," she said.

January 10, 2013

PM seeks more German investment in energy sector

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has sought more German investments in Bangladesh's power and energy sector including renewable energy.


The Prime Minister made the request when German Ambassador to Bangladesh Dr Albrecht Conze paid a courtesy call on her at her office here this morning.


PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters after the meeting.


The Prime Minister thanked Germany for its funding of US Dollar 42 crore in the 450-MW combined cycle power plant in Ashuganj.


Mentioning that Germany is the second largest destination of Bangladesh's export after the USA, Sheikh Hasina laid emphasis on more exchange of trade and investment delegations between Bangladesh and Germany for further enhancing bilateral trade.


Recalling the valuable support of the then German Democratic Republic to Bangladesh's Liberation War, the Prime Minister said it was one of the first European countries to have recognized Bangladesh.


She said Dhaka deeply values Germany's role in shaping EU policies towards the LDCs and climate vulnerable countries like Bangladesh.

Sheikh Hasina also said that her government has strengthened all democratic institutions including the Election Commission and the Human Rights Commissions.

"Election Commission is enjoying the highest freedom, and over 6,000 elections were held under the tenure of the present government in a free, fair and neutral manner," she said.

The German ambassador lauded Bangladesh's tremendous successes in different fields including agriculture, education, health, economy, women empowerment under the leadership of Sheikh Hasina.


Earlier, outgoing Ambassador of Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) Sing Hong Chol called on the Prime Minister at her office.


During the call on, the Prime Minister said Bangladesh attaches high importance to its relations with the DPRK.


"Both countries share common perceptions and have similar aspirations for the socioeconomic emancipation of their peoples," she said.


Sheikh Hasina recalled that the DPRK was of the few first countries in the region to have recognized the newly- independent Bangladesh.


Since the establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries in 1973, she said, the ties, based on peaceful coexistence, respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity and non interference in each other's internal affairs, has grown over time.


The DPRK envoy thanked the Prime Minister for her government's sincere support to him during his tenure in Bangladesh.


Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman, PMO Secretary Molla Waheeduzzaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were present on the occasion.
January 12, 2013

Unite against evil design of anti-liberation forces: PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the countrymen, including the lawyers, to be united against the evil design of the anti-liberation forces to foil the ongoing trial of war criminals.


"Conspiracies are being hatched to halt the ongoing trial of the 1971 culprits and install the anti- liberation forces in power again. So, you have to remain alert and to be united against this plot as no achievement is possible without unity," she said while exchanging views with lawyers at her official Ganobhaban residence here.

The Prime Minister said it is usual that the defeated forces who ruled the country for long 21 years after the assassination of Bangabandhu would hatch plot to foil the trial of war criminals. "To hinder the trial of war criminals, they have appointed lobbyists spending a huge amount of money they earned through corruption," she said.

Sheikh Hasina urged the lawyers to create mass awareness about the ill efforts of the defeated forces to impede the ongoing trial of war criminals. "You will have to help implement the verdict of the war criminals by facing their all conspiracies," she said.

The Prime Minister once again stressed the need for continuation of democracy as she said no country can achieve its desired goal without democratic process.

"We must continue the democratic process side by side with ensuring the country's socioeconomic development," she said.
Sheikh Hasina said it is Awami League government which strengthened democracy and gave it an institutional shape. "We have consolidated democracy from the grassroots level as we believe in people's empowerment and their voting rights," she said.

The Prime Minister said all the elections held in the last four years of the present government were staged in a free, fair and neutral manner and none could raise any question about the polls.

On the other hand, she said, all the elections held in the BNP-Jamaat four- party alliance government were rigged, and most of the candidates were elected through vote rigging and media coup. "As many as 250 people were killed in union parishad elections during the BNP- Jamaat rule thanks to massive terrorism and vote rigging," she said.

Law Secretary of Bangladesh Awami League Abdul Matin Khasru, MP, General Secretary of Supreme Court Bar Association Mamataz Uddin Mdehedi, former president of Khulna District Bar Association SM Majibur Rahman, President of Jamalpur District Bar Association Advocate Zahid Anwar, General Secretary of Chittagong District Bar Association Ashok Kumar Saha and former president of Dhaka District Bar Association Advocate Nazibullh Hiru also spoke on the occasion, among others.

Post and Telecommunication Minister Advocate Sahara Khatun, State Minister for Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Advocate Qamrul Islam, State Minister for Women and Children Affairs Dr Shirin Sharmin Chowdhury, AL Organizing Secretary Advocate Misbahuddin Siraj and eminent lawyers Barrister Amirul Islam, Advocate Syed Rezaur Rahman and Advocate Suruzzaman were also present.

About the opposition's demand for restoring the caretaker government, the Prime Minister said the people of the country did not forget the tyrannical rule of the past caretaker government.

She said the opposition leader might have forgotten the torture and repression of the past caretaker government, but the country's people did not forget it. "How is she (Khaleda Zia) so sure that the next caretaker government will not send her two sons abroad by giving a good beating ?" she questioned.

Highlighting various development activities of the present government in different fields in the last four years, she said that the government strengthened the three pillars of the state-- - administration, judiciary and parliament---side by side with massive uplift in other sectors.

Regarding the Hallmark and Destiny scams, Sheikh Hasina said it was the government that pointed out the irregularities. "But now it seems that by unearthing these matters we became the thieves," she lamented.

About the recent debacle of the Awami League-backed lawyers in the Bangladesh Bar Council election, she said lack of coordination among the AL-backed lawyers was the main reason for the debacle.

The Prime Minister urged the lawyers to forge unity and work together in the future to secure good results in the upcoming elections. She requested the lawyers to extend their help to the poor litigants and remain careful so that no innocent people languish in jail.

January 12, 2013

Ameerah Haq calls on PM

DHAKA: Ameerah Haq, UN Under Secretary General, Department of Field Support, called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her official Ganobhaban residence here this morning.
During the meeting, they discussed issues related to UN peacekeeping missions in different countries.

After the meeting, Press Secretary to the Prime Minister Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters.

The Prime Minister stressed the need for peace building in different countries side by side with maintaining peace.

She said the members of Bangladesh Armed Forces are playing an important role in the country's development. In this connection, she mentioned the construction of Hatirjheel Project, a number of flyovers and overpasses and maintenance work of bridges and roads by the Bangladesh Army.

Ameerah Haq lauded Bangladesh's role in UN peacekeeping mission and assured further UN support to this end.

"Bangladesh has not only been a leading peacekeeper contributing country for the United Nations but also a country that brings in well-trained and highly professional quality peacekeepers," she said.

Haq, now on a three-day visit here, praised the establishment of Bangladesh Institute for Peace Support Operation and Training (BIPSOT).
PM's Military Secretary Mian Mohammad Zainul Abedin, Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad and Special Assistant Dr Abdus Sobhan Golap were present.
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