October 18, 2012

PM confident in posterity's ability to make nation prosperous

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today expressed her firm optimism that the youths and posterity will be able to bring Bangladesh forward towards a happy and prosperous nation. 

"I surely believe that the youths and posterity have the ability, courage and spirit to bring the country ahead and build Bangladesh as a prosperous country," she added.

She urged the youths and juveniles to make useful all the facilities and scopes provided by the government for flourishing their talent and values.

"I hope that you will pay your highest attention to studies and groom you as worthy citizens of the nation to lead the country towards prosperity," she said adding, "We might be poor, but we can stand on our own feet".

The Prime Minister was addressing a discussion marking 49th birth anniversary of Sheikh Russell, youngest son of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who was brutally killed in the massacre at house no 32 Dhanmondi on the fateful night of August 15, 1975.

Sheikh Russell Jatiya Shishu Kishore Parishad arranged the discussion and cultural programme at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre (BICC).

Chairman of University Grants Commission (UGC) Professor A K Azad Chowdhury, noted economist Professor Abul Baraqat, chairman of the Parishad M Raqibur Rahman and Secretary General Mahmud-Us-Samad Chowdhury, MP, spoke, among others, at the function attended by a huge number of students of different educational institutions.

Recalling Russell's memories, Sheikh Hasina, eldest daughter of Bangabandhu, said Russell even being so young, never wanted anything for him.

"When he visited our village home at Tungipara in Gopalganj, he (Russell) used to make friendship with all other children of the village irrespective of rich and poor and used to take necessary things including clothes, books etc. for them from Dhaka.

Highlighting the steps taken for the welfare of the children, the Prime Minister said her government wants to build future generation as worthy citizens in knowledge in all branches of education including modern science, culture and technology.
She said the government has distributed textbooks among school students free of cost so that no child is deprived of education, while steps were also taken for making the books available online.
"Online learning system has also been introduced for the students of secondary level, and the same system will be introduced at primary level soon," she said, adding her government is making all out efforts to help flourish the talent of the children.

Referring to the indemnity given by the post-1975 governments to the killers of Russell, Sheikh Hasina said, "It is not only deplorable, it is a matter of shame that they had tried to protect the killers.

In this regard, the Prime Minister denounced the incident of Taliban's attack in Pakistan few days back on schoolgirl Malala Yousufzai, who protested the Taliban's campaign against the education of girls.

"We are trying to build a safe future for the children so that they can build themselves perfectly," she said.
Sheikh Hasina called upon the children not to neglect the physically-challenged children, rather, stand beside them and help them in all their activities.
Later, the Prime Minister distributed prizes among the winners of cultural, painting and chess competitions arranged by the Parishad marking the birthday.
She extended her sincere thanks to the Parishad for arranging the competitions, saying these activities would immensely help the children to flourish their talent.

October 18, 2012

PM for more Chinese investment to make stronger relations

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today laid importance on making stronger relations with China and sought more Chinese investment in the areas of energy, agriculture and infrastructure development.

Bangladesh gives high importance to its relations with China, which can be possible through boosting Chinese investment in Bangladesh, assistance in infrastructure development, regional connectivity and support to removing trade deficit, she said.

The Prime Minister said this at a meeting with a high- powered delegation of the Central Committee of Chinese Communist Party at her office here today.

Member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau (CPC) Central Committee Li Changchun led the delegation.

Briefing reporters after the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said the Prime Minister urged the Chinese delegation for more investment in different sectors offering land for Chinese companies in special economic zones in Bangladesh.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh Awami League as one of the oldest political parties of the region, has excellent cooperative relations with Chinese Communist Party and the two parties can work together for regional peace and stability.

She recalled that the relations between Bangladesh Awami League and Chinese Communist Party had gained ground through the visits of angabandhu in 1953 and 1957. Based on that foundation, the relations between the two countries are progressing ahead, she said.

Sheikh Hasina reiterated her continued support for 'one China policy', and said the two countries share common views and stand on many global issues at the international forum.

Urging the delegation to inspire their traders to import more Bangladeshi goods, she said Dhaka would welcome more Chinese investment in agro- processing, energy and power, pharmaceutical, communications and infrastructure development sectors.


Sheikh Hasina briefed the delegation on her government's success in different areas including community health, food production, education and women empowerment.

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) delegation included Minister for International Department of CPC Central Committee Wang Jiarui, Education Minister Yuan Guiren, Cultural Affairs Minister Cai Wu, Minister for State Administration of Radio, Film and Television Cai Fuchao, Minister for General Administration of Press and Publication Liu Binjie and Vice Minister of Commerce Jiang Zengwei.


Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, State Minister for Power Enamul Haque, Ambassador at-Large M Ziauddin, PM's Principal Secretary Shiekh M Wahid Uz Zaman, PMO Secretary Mollah Wahiduzzaman, ERD Secretary Iqbal Mohmood, Power Secretary Abul Kalam Azad and Chinese Ambassador in Dhaka Li Jun were present on the occasion.


The Chinese delegation leader offered the Prime Minister of Chinese government's support for expansion of the Pagla Water Treatment Plant and cooperation for development of road and connectivity.


The Chinese government also decided to make double the scholarship for Bangladeshi students to pursue their studies in China, he said. He laid importance on more political, commercial and cultural exchange between the two countries.


The Chinese delegation appreciated the dynamic leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Vision 2021 as well as Bangladesh's progress in different areas under her able leadership.

October 18, 2012

Vietnam envoy calls on PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today hoped that her forthcoming visit to Vietnam will usher in new opportunities to strengthen bilateral relations between Dhaka and Hanoi.


She expressed the optimism when newly appointed ambassador of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam Nguyen Quang Thuc called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her office here today.


PM's press secretary Abul Kalam Azad said, they discussed bilateral issues relating to mutual interests and forthcoming visit of the Prime Minister to Vietnam.

The Prime Minister is scheduled to visit Vietnam on November 2-4, 2012 preceding the Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM) Summit in Laos.


The Prime Minister said Bangladesh and Vietnam maintain excellent bilateral relation, which is rooted in the rich common heritage and cultural affinity, shared deep commitment to democracy, development and international peace and security.

The common political history of Bangladesh and Vietnam will remain as a source of inspiration for further strengthening two countries' bilateral relations and friendship, she said.

Ambassador at-Large M Ziauddin, Principal Secretary Sheikh M Wahid Uz Zaman and PMO Secretary Mollah Wahiduzzaman were present. 

October 20, 2012

War criminals' trial to open path of national reconciliation: PM

DHAKA: Terming again the trial process of war criminals as transparent and fair, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said it would open the path of national reconciliation by closing an unpleasant chapter of history.
"We are confident that the process would help us to close an unpleasant chapter in our history and allow us to proceed with greater clarity on our respective roles and responsibilities. 
This would certainly help all of us reconcile," she said.

The Prime Minister said this while handing over "Muktijuddho Moitri Sammanana" to 61 more foreign friends for their outstanding support and contribution to the emergence of Bangladesh as an independent nation 41 years back.

President M Zillur Rahman and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina ceremonially handed over crests and citations to 61 'foreign friends' or their representatives at Bangabandhu International 
Conference Centre (BICC) here this morning.
The Cabinet Division, the Ministry of Liberation War Affairs and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs jointly arranged the colorfulfunction. 

President Zillur Rahman, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni and State Minister for Liberation War Affairs Capt (retd) AB Tajul Islam addressed the function, while Joan A Dine, a social worker of the USA, spoke on behalf of the award-recipients.

Of the honourees, two persons--former India Prime Minister IK Gujral and ex-Nepalese Prime Minister late Girija Prasad Koirala- --received Bangladesh Liberation War Honour, while 57 persons and two institutions got Friends of Liberation War Honour.

Indian High Commissioner in Dhaka Pankaj Saran and Sujata Koirala, daughter of Girija Prasad Koirala, received the awards on behalf of Gujral and Koirala respectively.

Cabinet Secretary M Musharraf Hussain Bhuiyan conducted the function and read out citation of the persons and institutions who got the awards.

Ministers, parliament members, sector commanders, freedom fighters, diplomats, judges, educationists, politicians, students of different schools as well as high civil and military officials 
were present at the gala function.
Earlier, Dipu Moni and Capt AB Tajul Islam introduced the 'foreign friends' and their representatives to the Prime Minister, who later exchanged greetings with them and enquired 
about their well-being.

Expressing sincere gratitude to the 'foreign friends' for their unequivocal support to Bangladesh's independence, Sheikh Hasina said: "As we honour our heroes today, we reaffirm our 
faith in the principles we stood for."

"We recommit ourselves to noble ideas and principles – equity, democracy and democratic practice, inclusive development, social justice and the rule of law," she added.

The Prime Minister said: "We anchored ourselves in these ideals, as we drafted our Constitution, and are endeavouring to build our institutions and chart our path. We have put an end to the culture of impunity of the past and bringing all wrongdoing to accountability." 

Today, Sheikh Hasina said, the government rededicates itself to a development process which is inclusive and equitable and seeks to address marginalisation of some disadvantaged 
communities. 

"We endeavour to ensure equity among men and women, among generations, among religious and ethnic groups, and among territorially defined regions," she said.

She added: "This is a difficult task, but we are fully committed to such challenges so as to ensure our approach to development is truly inclusive and does not inflict damage to others. This is what we stood for in 1971, and this is what we pursue after four decades".

The Prime Minister said the Awami League-led coalition is working towards transforming Bangladesh into a middle-income country within a decade. "We are determined to achieve what our Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman envisioned for our people."

Sheikh Hasina said today is also a day of celebration of the power of the appeal of human values and human dignity; the unmatchable strength of friendship and amity; and the inevitable success of a struggle for just cause.

"All these were demonstrated 41 years back, when you stood beside the Bangalee nation, standing face to face with a genocidal army," she said.

The Prime Minister said: "Your support reconfirmed that our cause was right and our struggle could not be trampled. You heard our yearning for justice, honour and dignity. You added to our voice and magnified it for the global community." She said this helped the outside world to understand our suffering, feel our pain and loss, and appreciate our cause. "In sum, you helped us safeguard the spirit of self- determination that was ignited by our legendary Leader Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who led us to become a sovereign nation."

"We owe you all sincerest gratitude for our hard-earned freedom. This is why I consider this occasion of honouring our truest friends a singularly important event and I am deeply honoured to be in your midst," she said.

She added: "We remember your invaluable contributions and today Bangladesh as a nation pays homage to the unsung heroes of our War of Liberation- the foreign friends."

Sheikh Hasina reiterated her steadfast commitment to build a peaceful nation in South Asia where the people irrespective caste, creed and religion would enjoy equal rights.

She said her government has been working tirelessly to build Bangladesh a dignified nation on the world stage. "We have firm belief that we could achieve the goal," she said.

According to the Foreign Ministry, a list of 500 plus foreign friends was prepared to be gradually conferred with the honour and the list included 40 Pakistanis who defied the then 
Pak junta in supporting Bangladesh's cause.

The then Indian PM Indira Gandhi was the first 'foreign friend' to be conferred with the honour while her daughter-in-law and ruling Congress President Sonia Gandhi received the honour on 
her behalf last year at a special ceremony.

Bangladesh subsequently conferred the honour on 83 other "1971 foreign friends" in March this year with most of them being Indians at a ceremony in Dhaka in March this year coinciding with 
the 40th independence.

One of the recipients of the honour this time is Col Ashok Tara, a well-known veteran who took part in and survived several crucial and deadly battles with Pakistani troops and decorated 
subsequently with Indian army's gallantry award. Tara, an Army Major at that time, however, is more known for his role in rescuing incumbent Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina, her mother and 
Bangabandhu's wife Begum Fajilatunnesa Mujib, sister Sheikh Rehana and brother Sheikh Russell from the captivity of Pakistani troops at the fag end of the liberation war.
#
