October 7, 2012

PM kicks off Pioneer Football League

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today kicked off Dhaka North and South City Corporation Football League 2012 with the hope that the tournament would play an important role in the development of country's football.

Addressing a function on the occasion at Bangabandhu National Stadium, the Prime Minister hoped that players of Bangladesh would be successful to hoist the national flag in the sports ground across the world and set a dignified position for the country.

"We're striving to build a generation who would be enlightened with the science and knowledge as well as sports," she said adding, 'Sport is indispensable for good health and healthy mind." 

The Prime Minister said sports teach a person discipline, punctuality, dutifulness and tolerance. It also expedites the cultural development of a person and reduce crimes, drug addiction and other negative effects on youths, she said.

She urged the well-off people, businessmen, industrialists and corporate houses to patronize sports. 

State Minister for Youth and Sports Ahad Ali Sarkar, Bangladesh Football Federation President Kazi Salahuddin, vice president M A Salam and Chairman of Pioneer Football League committee Arif Khan Joy were present.
 
Minister for Textile and Jute Abdul Latif Siddiqui and State Minister for Liberation War Affairs Captain AB Tajul Islam and Chairman of Beximco Group Salman F Rahman were also present. 

"In 1997, I inaugurated the Pioneer Football League at Paltan Ground. Today, I'm happy to kick off of the tournament in the refurbished Bangabandhu National Stadium," the Prime Minister said. 

She said, Football is closely linked to Bengali heritage. Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib was fond of it. He used to play many other sports, but football was his favorite game. 


The Prime Minister said her government has attached utmost importance to infrastructure development and creating positive environment and facilities from urban to rural areas to encourage youths to games and sports. In the education sector, she said, priority was given to physical exercise and sports.
 
She said the present government has increased allocation for sports. Elected representatives are now leading at different sporting events. As a result, positive changes are taking place in our sports with success of our players in the international arena, she said.
 
The Prime Minister said, the capacity of Bangladesh Football Federation has been strengthened. They are successfully arranging federation cup, professional football league, super cup and Swadhinata Cup etc.
 
National School Football Tournament has created enormous enthusiasm among school students in which around one lakh students of 5,000 schools took part at Upazila, district, divisional and national levels, she said. 

Pointing out the success of Bangladesh's football in the international arena, the Prime Minister said women are not also lagging behind in football. "Our female football team has been included in the FIFA ranking for their brilliant participation in different events at home and abroad," she said. 
Sheikh Hasina said her government has modernized the Narayanganj, Chittagong and Khulna stadiums. Steps were taken to establish a wing of BKSP at Sylhet and make the Football Federation an academy.
 
She said the government has taken initiatives to pick up sports talents from the grassroots level. Steps were also taken for their intensives for training to improve their capacity, she said. 

Later, the Prime Minister declared open the Pioneer Football League 2012 by releasing balloons.

October 8, 2012

Attacks on Buddhist temples, houses cannot be tolerated: PM

RAMU, Cox's Bazar: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said here today that the recent attacks on Buddhist temples and houses in Ramu and Ukhiya cannot be tolerated and the perpetrators of the crime must be tracked down and punished.

"We have already received enough information about the mayhem in Cox's Bazar and Chittagong on September 29 and the following day. And efforts will be made to glean more information in this regard," she said.

The Prime Minister was addressing a sampriti samabesh (meeting of harmony) on Ramu Khijari Ideal High School Ground after visiting a number of Buddhist temples and monasteries here that came under attack in the recent sectarian violence on the night of September 29.

Sheikh Hasina said: "Islam is a religion of peace and we have been taught this from the great Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (PBUH) and Islam never believes in interference in other religion."

The Prime Minister said those who carried out the barbaric attacks on Buddhist temples and monasteries in Ramu and Ukhiya do not believe in Islam and humanity. They are the cohorts of the Pak occupation forces in 1971, she said.

Issuing a strong warning against the culprits, Sheikh Hasina said those who are threatening the minority people in Ramu and Ukhiya would not be spared. "The threat against the minority people in Ramu Ukhiya won't be tolerated," she said.

Buddhist temples and pagodas are not mere a religious matter, but also a part of culture, she said and added that destroying these temples and monasteries is a heinous act.

Sheikh Hasina said the nation witnessed Pak atrocities in 1971, and the barbaric killings of Principal Gopal Krishna Muhuri in Chittagong and Buddhist monk in Rauzan during the rule of the four-party alliance government. "Those who killed Muhuri and the Buddhist monk have become active again and wanted to take back the country toward militancy again," she said.

The Prime Minister said the people of all faiths now can perform their religion freely and equal rights of all religions have been ensured through the 15th amendment to the constitution.

Assuring the affected persons of providing compensation, Sheikh Hasina said the losses the Buddhist community suffered in the recent mayhem in Ramu and Ukhiya could never be recovered. 

But, she said, the district and upazila administration, different ministries and Bangladesh Army would continue their all out cooperation to overcome the losses of the Buddhist community.

"We are beside you and we would also remain beside you in future," she said urging the distinguished personalities of the locality to work together to protect communal harmony.
The Prime Minister urged the majority Muslims to form committees so that minority people can live in peace. "The minority people would live in peace, keeping their head high--- it is my expectation," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said her party believes in the people's welfare and has been working tirelessly to ensure the rights of the people. On the other hand, she said, a vested quarter does not want the welfare of the people and they always want to go to power by creating unrest in the minds of the people.

"The vested quarter has tarnished the country's image by committing such a heinous incident at a time when the government ensured security of the people and is taking the country towards development and a dignified position," she said.

The Prime Minister said local administration and police brought the situation under control by bringing back the people in their respective houses on the night of September 29. "But the vested quarter started attacking and torching Buddhist temples and houses later," she said.

Chief Pundit of Ramu Central Sima Bihar Satyapriya Mohathero and Cox's Bazar Imam Samity President Maulana Alhaj Md Salauddin spoke at the meeting organized by Cox's Bazar district and Ramu Upazila Awami League.
 
Spiritual leader of Buddhist community Sanghanayak Shuddhananda Mohathero, senior Awami League leaders Amir Hossain Amu and Tofail Ahmed, Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, LGRD and Cooperatives Minister Syed Ashraful Islam, Disaster ManagementMinister AH Mahmud Ali, Information Minister and JSD President Hasanul Haque Inu, State Minister for LGRD and Cooperatives Jahangir Kabir Nanak, State Minister for CHT Affairs Dipankar Talukdar, Press Secretary to the Prime Minister Abul Kalam Azad, Sechchhasebak League General Secretary Pankaj Devnath, Dr Dharmasen Mohathero, Ashok Barua and Biplab Barua, among others, were present on the occasion.

Earlier, the Prime Minister visited the Ramu Central Sima Bihar, Rakhine Buddhist Temple, Lal Ching Bihar, Sada Ching Bihar, Ramu Moitree Bihar and Arpanacharan Bihar.

She talked to the chiefs of the temples and affected persons and consoled them.

Sheikh Hasina also distributed Taka 2.38 crore cash, 307 bundles of CI sheets, 35.62 MT rice, blankets, house-building materials among the 160 affected families and Buddhist temples. She also distributed books among the students.

October 10, 2012

Promoting people's economic uplift and poverty reduction major tasks of D-8: PM

DHAKA: Stressing the need for working more extensively to achieve global and national development targets, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said promoting economic development of the people and poverty reduction are the major tasks of the Developing-8 (D-8) governments. 

"We are about to finish the timeline to realise the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Despite our successes in some of the target areas, we need to achieve more satisfactory progresses in all goals.we need more collaboration to achieve the global and local development targets and deliver results," she said.
 
The Prime Minister said this while inaugurating the third D- 8 Ministerial Meeting on Industry at the Ruposhi Bangla Hotel here this morning.
 
The Ministry of Industries has organised the three-day meeting. With Industries Minister Dilip Barua in the chair, the inaugural function was also addressed by State Minister for Industries Omor Faruk Chowdhury, D-8 Secretary General Dr Widi Agoes Pratikto and Industries Secretary Md Moinuddin Abdullah.
 
Sheikh Hasina also said remarkable successes are required in the industry sector to ensure economic development.
 
"The member states, including Bangladesh, are achieving sustained progresses in industry sector. Nevertheless, we need to critically think for ensuring energy security to continue with the progress in the industry sector," she said.
 
Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh is determined to play proactive role in all regional and international organisations, including D-8 as it is committed to the principles of mutual cooperation and equality.
 
Terming D-8 as a unique inter-governmental organisation, she said the vigor of the organisation lies in the common values and culture of the member states.
 
"Being located in the important strategic zones of the world, D-8 can play a bridging role between Asia, Africa and Europe. We need to make our best efforts to realise its full potentials in this regard," she said.
 
The Prime Minister said the main objective of D-8 is to improve the standards of living of our people and inter-state trade can play an important role in this regard.
 
"We wanted to diversify and create new opportunities in trade relations. We expressed our commitments to play strong role in the international arena in conformity to the principles of justice and fairness," she said.

Considering the dynamics of the global demography, she said the member states can garner the benefits from the global labour market by providing education and skill promotional training to the people. 

"Many of our member states can open their markets for the labour forces of the other member states and it can equally benefit both the recipients and the contributing countries," she added.

Laying emphasis on investing more in science and technology, Sheikh Hasina said collaboration at the institutional level also needs to be strengthened. 

"Thus, I propose to sign MoUs among the leading universities of the member states. The proposal of providing D-8 Fellowship in Science and Technology can be considered to encourage the young scientists and researchers," she said.
 
Considering the importance of industry sector in economy, the Prime Minister said a High Level Industry Officials Forum may be formed likewise the trade officials forum involving secretary level officials of the member states. "I hope continued communication between the senior officials of the member states will contribute to strengthening collaboration in the sector," she added. 

Sheikh Hasina said globalisation brought unprecedented changes and every state of the world is confronted with these changes and challenges.
 
She said globalisation particularly is appearing as a major challenge for the LDCs and developing countries. Unfortunately, she said, the multilateral organisations are more focused with the interests of the developed countries; interests of the LDCs and developing countries in these organisations are often ignored.
 
"Against this backdrop, the member states can take the opportunity to reap benefits through the D-8. Relationship between D-8 and OIC member states can be strengthened and D-8 can establish formal engagement with ASEAN, and other regional and international organisations that can promote the interests of the D-8 member states," she said.
 
The Prime Minister said the member states need to pay more attention to promote the culture of tolerance, justice, equity and cooperation premised on the glorious values of Islam.
"Especially, we have to decide on not to promote any kind of extremism. We need to be more careful towards good governance, accountability and representative government," she said adding "by practicing these values and principles, D- 8 can draw greater attention of the international community."
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