Dhaka, September 30, 2013

PM seeks doa, cooperation from people to retain Bangladesh's success

Expressing gratitude to the countrymen for receiving South-South Award, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today sought cooperation and doa from the people so that Bangladesh could keep continue this success.


"The South-South Award is an achievement of the people and it is my only desire that we could retain the honour and dignity the people have brought for the country," she said.

The Prime Minister said this while addressing a civic reception accorded to her on receiving the prestigious South- South Award.

She received South-South Award from the International Organization for South-South Cooperation (IOSSC) for Bangladesh's stellar performance in fighting poverty and her success in significant reduction of poverty during current tenure.

Awami League and different professional bodies accorded the reception to Sheikh Hasina at the VVIP Lounge of Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport (HSIA) here this afternoon.

President of the South-South headquarters and South-South News Ambassador Francis Lorenzo handed over the award to the Prime Minister at its headquarters in New York during the 68th UN General Assembly.

Sheikh Hasina, who returned home today from New York after attending the 68th UNGA in New York, said her government after assuming office in 2009, had taken various pragmatic measures for socioeconomic development of the country.

"The South-South Award has proved that we have been working for socioeconomic development of the country and Bangladesh advanced and developed much despite the global economic recession," she said.

Sheikh Hasina mentioned that she joined the UN Millennium Summit in 2000 in New York and participated in adopting the historic Millennium Declaration when the United Nation set MDGs to be achieved from 2000-2015 timeframe.

She said the Summit had taken some specific decisions to eliminate poverty, ensure food and social security of the people and protect them from the climate change impact. "We had also put forward some proposals at the summit to ensure welfare of the people," she said.

The Prime Minister said before the national elections, the MDG goals were included in her party's election, and after formation of the government, those were incorporated in various development programmes.
She said due to pragmatic steps of the present government, Bangladesh is well ahead in achieving MDG-1, MDG-2, MDG-3, MDG-4, MDG-5 and MDG 6.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh has now been recognized as a role model on the world stage due to its stunning successes in different fields.


"Despite global economic meltdown, her government has maintained over 6.4 percent GDP growth and reduced poverty rate to below 26 percent from 56 percent," she said.

Blasting the past BNP-Jamaat government for unbridled terrorism and corruption, the Prime Minister said Bangladesh was recognized as a failed state during their five year rule from 2001-2006. 

"Bangladesh was plunged into multifaceted problems including terrorism, militancy, corruption, power, water and gas crisis during the rule of the BNP-led four-party government," she said.
But after coming to power, the present government restored the image of the country by curbing terrorism and militancy and removing power, water and gas crisis and reducing poverty. 

In this context, the Prime Minister mentioned that whenever she met the leaders of different countries on the sidelines of UNGA, they praised Bangladesh for its economic growth and advancements in other social indicators despite global economic recession.

Her government, she said, has given top priority to education and ensured 99 percent enrollment in primary school, reduced the dropout rates through various measures including providing midday meal, stipend, free textbooks and financial helps to the parents of the poor students.

She also illustrated her government's impressive successes in healthcare services and Digital Bangladesh programme.

Sheikh Hasina said Internet connections have been reached up to village level and rural people are getting 200 types of digital facilities at doorsteps.

The Prime Minister thanked the voters who mandated her government overwhelmingly in 2008 to make various achievements for the country.

Sheikh Hasina said the aim of her government is to celebrate golden jubilee of independence in 2021 by turning Bangladesh into a middle income nation.

Deputy Leader of the House Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, National Professor Dr MR Khan, Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, AL General Secretary and LGRD Minister Syed Ashraful Islam, AL Presidium Members Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, Satish Chandra Roy and Engineer Mosharraf Hossain, Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Post and Telecommunications Minister Advocate Sahara Khatoon, AL Advisory Council Member Suranjit Sengupta, Fisheries and Livestock Minister Abdul Latif Biswas, Forest and Environment Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud, Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister Faruk Khan, State Minister for Liberation Affairs Capt (retd) Tazul Islam, former governor of Bangladesh Bank Dr Farashuddin, PM's Advisors HT Imam and Mashiur Rahman, Chief Whip Abdus Sahid, State Minister for Law Adv Qamrul Islam, AL Joint Secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif, eminent journalists Rahat Khan and Shafiqur Rahman, Sammilito Sangskritik Jote leaders Ramendu Mazumdar and Golam Quddus and Prof Sultana Shafi, among others, were present on the occasion.

Earlier, Deputy Leader of the House Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury presented a bouquet to the Prime Minister on behalf of Awami League, while Chief Whip of the Jatiya Sangsad Abdus Sahid presented bouquets on behalf of the parliament members, National University Vice-Chancellor Dr Harun-or- Rashid on behalf of the teachers, eminent journalists Rahat Khan and Shafiqur Rahman on behalf the journalists and Ramendu Mazumdar and Golam Quddus on behalf of the Sammilito Sangsrkritik Jote presented bouquets to the Prime Minister on her receiving South-South Award.

Besides, National Professor Dr MR Khan, Industries Minister Dilip Barua, and leaders of Jubo League, Jubo Mohila League, Swechchhasebak League, Sramik League and Chhatra League presented bouquets to the Prime Minister.

On the occasion, huge number of leaders and workers of Bangladesh Awami League and its associate bodies gathered in front of the VVIP Terminal of Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport (HSIA). They chanted slogans greeting the PM when her motorcade was coming out from the terminal.

A huge number of freedom fighters, led by former chairman of Muktijoddha Central Command Council Abdul Ahad Chowdhury and ex- joint secretary Shafiqul Alam Mazumdar Tipu, greeted Sheikh Hasina at the Bijoy Smarani.

Dhaka, September 30, 2013

PM accorded rousing reception

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was given a rousing reception when she returned home this afternoon from New York after wrapping up her eight-day official visit to the United States to attend the 68th session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).

An Emirates flight carrying the Prime Minister and members of her entourage landed at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport (HSIA) at 5.30 pm. On the way to Dhaka, the Prime Minister had nearly a three-hour stopover in Dubai.

Deputy Leader of the House Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, ministers, advisers to the PM, parliament members, chiefs of the three services, the dean of the diplomatic corps, the US ambassador in Dhaka, leaders of Awami League and high civil and military officials were present at the airport.
Later, Sheikh Hasina was accorded a civic reception by Awami League and different professional bodies at the VVIP Lounge of the airport on her receiving the prestigious South-South Award.

Leaders of Awami League, its associate bodies and different professional organisations greeted the Prime Minister by presenting bouquets to her at the VVIP Lounge of the airport.

The Prime Minister addressed the 68th session of the UNGA on September 27. On the sidelines of the UNGA, she attended a number of high-level events and bilateral talks. Sheikh Hasina held meetings with her Indian counterpart Dr Manmohan Singh and UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon.

She met Qatari Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and Malaysian Prime Minister Mohammad Najib Bin Tun Abdul Razak, while foreign ministers of Saudi Arabia and China called on her.

The Prime Minister received South-South Award from the International Organization for South-South Cooperation (IOSSC) for Bangladesh's stellar performance in fighting poverty and her success in significant reduction of poverty during current tenure.

Sheikh Hasina attended a welcome reception hosted by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. She also joined a reception hosted by US President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama.
New York, September 28 , 2013
Hasina-Manmohan discuss bilateral issues

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Saturday held a meeting with her Indian counterpart Dr Manmohan Singh on the issues of bilateral interests and ways of strengthening relations between the two countries.

The discussion between the two leaders was held at the UN headquarters on the sidelines of their busy schedule in the UN General Assembly.

Later, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at a press conference here said all bilateral and unresolved issues came up in their discussion. "We have also discussed the ways of resolving the pending issues," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina added: "Our relations with all neighbouring countries are very excellent and we want to stand these ties on a solid footing."
After the formal discussion, the two prime ministers held a tête-à-tête for 10 minutes, he said.

Earlier, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina also held a meeting with her Malaysian counterpart Mohammad Najib Bin Tun Abdul Razak at the UN headquarters.
New York, September 28, 2013

PM invites UN team to observer next poll

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has expressed her firm resolve to hold the next general election under the existing constitutional framework saying she has requested UN Secretary General to send a team to observe the next election in Bangladesh.

Addressing a crowded press conference at Bangladesh's UN Permanent Mission office here on Saturday, the Prime Minister said, "Today I have requested Ban Ki-moon to send a observer team
to see the fairness of the next election," Sheikh Hasina, who is now attending the 68th session of the United Nations General Assembly, said there would have no political crisis over the next election if BNP discard its alliance with anti-liberation forces and opted for a free and
fair election.
The Prime Minister said she is ready to make any sacrifice for the cause of the nation. If BNP wants election they should submit the proposal in the parliament about the poll-time
government, she said.

She noted that transfer of power in Bangladesh was never held in a peaceful manner except in 2001 when Awami League was in power. Elections were free and fair only during 1996-2001 period when Awami League was in office, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Ban Ki-moon has appreciated our success in achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Bangladesh is one of the few countries, which showed its efficacy in
achieving the MDGs, she said quoting the UN secretary general.

The Prime Minister informed the secretary general about her government's relentless efforts for socio-economic development of the country as well as consolidating the democratic process.

"We want to put in place a system where the election will be held in a free, fair and neutral manner and power will also be handed over peacefully," she said adding, "We have to begin the
process of upholding the democratic process from a certain stage".

She said, "People of Bangladesh had to suffer colossally during all elections over the last 38 years. They made the election a farce by capturing booth, spreading money and employing hooligans to loot the voting rights of the people, she said.

In different forms like military coup, caretaker government and army in civil administration, they tried to disrupt the election procedure.

Terming her New York visit very fruitful, the Prime Minister said, like the last three years, she has taken part in a number of high level meetings this year and presented keynote papers and
acted as co-chair.

The award given by IOSSC to Bangladesh is a great recognition of the success of the people of Bangladesh in poverty alleviation, she added.

She said her government is making efforts to create an opportunity so that people can fulfill their basic rights as per constitution. The government has attached top priority to education as a tool for stamping out poverty, she added.

The Prime Minister apprised the UN secretary general of her government's relentless efforts for socio-economic development of the country as well as consolidating the democratic process.

She said her government has established the voting rights of the people so that country's power is transferred through a constitutional and democratic process.

In this regard, she called upon the people of the country to franchise voting rights keeping in mind the future of the nation.

Sheikh Hasina said her government amended the constitution to stop the culture of illegal state power capturing in the name of martial law, emergency and military backed government system.
The Prime Minister, in her speech, described her participation in the 68th session of the UNGA and a number of high-level talks on various issues on the sidelines of the UNGA debate as very fruitful.

She said Bangladesh had a very active participation in those programs and world leaders including UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon highly appreciated the Bangladesh's role in different
forums.

Referring to her call for declaring Bangla as an official language of the world body, the Prime Minister firmly said that her stride would certainly be successful if her party can come to
power again in the next election.

Replying to a question, the Prime Minister told the press conference that she called upon the leader of the opposition for dialogue on the issue of holding the next general election.
Awami League decided to discuss the adjourned motion of the BNP which they placed in the Jatiya Sangsad on poll time government. But, the BNP leader later withdrew it with an ill
motive, she said.

In this regard, she reiterated her call to the leader of opposition to place their proposal in the parliament and let the countrymen to know what they actually want.

Criticizing some civil society members, she said they always try to provoke people talking about political crisis. But, those civil society members in their service life proved their unworthiness to serve people and resolve civic problems efficiently, she said.

About the early execution of the verdict against the war criminals, Sheikh Hasina said, the government cannot interfere in the court functions. However, the verdict would be executed one
day as it's a demand of the people, she hoped.

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni and Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the UN Dr A K Abdul Momen were, among others, present.

New York, September 28, 2013

Work for AL's victory: PM urges expatriates

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has urged the expatriate Bangladeshis to work for the victory of the Mohajote (grand alliance) in the next general elections and motivate their relatives at home so that they are not misguided by the propaganda of BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat cliques.

"I will request you to reach the message to your relatives at homeland about the danger of wining of BNP-Jamaat in the next elections," she said at a reception accorded to her by New York
Awami League at Hotel Hilton here on Saturday.

The Prime Minister, who is now in USA to attend the UN General Assembly, declared that Dhaka-New York Biman flight will resume after getting supply of two aircraft from Boeing Company
by March or April next year.
Sheikh Hasina, also the AL chief, said the expatriates always played a very crucial role during all national crises. "They fought against the tyrannical rule of the BNP-Jamaat Alliance
government and the subsequent caretaker government during the period from 2001-2008 taking risk of life," she said.

Besides, she said they have immense contribution to protect the democratic rights of the people and strengthen country's economy.

The Prime Minister said Awami League workers must have to make the countrymen aware that the country is rewarded when Awami League remains in power and it is admonished when BNP assumes power.

Awami League Advisory Council members Amir Hossain Amu and Tofail Ahmed, Workers Party President Rashed Khan Menon and Jatiya Party Presidium Member Anisul Islam Mahmud also spoke on the occasion.

With president of USA Awami League Dr Siddiqur Rahman in the chair, the function was addressed, among others, by General Secretary Sajjadur Rahman Sajjad, Joint Secretary Nizam Chowdhury and Organizing Secretaries Abdur Rahim Badsha and Chanda Dutta.

A large number of Awami League leaders and supporters from different states of the USA attended the reception.

The Prime Minister said BNP-Jamaat has taken vote in the five city corporation polls misguiding people in the name of religion.

"People now could realize that they were misguided by the propaganda of BNP and Jamaat, she said, adding BNP and Jamaat are champions in propaganda.

She said BNP spread the false information that thousands of Hefajat workers were killed at Shapla Chattar in Dhaka on May 5, 2013.

"They misguided the people showing the photos of dead persons in Haiti earthquake and mass suicide incident at Jones Town in the USA," she said.

She said the country witnessed development when Awami League remains in power. People get something and live in peace and happiness. "They get food security when Awami League comes to power," she said.

On the other hand, she said people suffer from multifaceted problems when BNP goes to power. "Power crisis took a serious turn as BNP was busy with corruption, looting public money and
killing" she added.

Sheikh Hasina said Awami League never comes to power to make its own fortune. "The party led by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman liberated the country. So, Awami League always works for the people's welfare keeping it in mind, she said.
Recalling the atrocities unleashed by BNP-Jamaat across the country including the southern part after the 2001 elections, the Prime Minister said people still can remember the incidents of
torture, rape and murder.

The Prime Minister said the country has achieved tremendous development during the tenure of the present government. Her government has made the country self-reliant in food production,
she said.

Sheikh Hasina said BNP was completely indulged in corruption while in power last time, and they want to grab power to do the same thing.

All development works would be stopped and the country would again be plunged into darkness if BNP-Jamaat returns to power, she said.
Lamenting BNP-Jamaat-Hefajat clique for hurting the religious sentiment of the people, the Prime Minister said they burnt thousands of copies of holy Quran and destroyed sanctity of
the national mosque Baitul Mukarram.

Pointing out the statement of the opposition leader in a public meeting that police has fired 1.5 lakh bullets at Shapla Chattar, the Prime Minister wondered how it's possible to fire
such huge bullets in only half an hour.

They also spread propaganda that Azan (prayers call) will not be heard from mosques and there is no person alive to conduct janaza as Awami League killed all Imams and Muazzins.

"But after the incident, the Muslims performed their all religious rites as usual during the month of Ramadan. Tarabi prayer was held in all mosques as well as other prayers," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said BNP-Jamaat spread propaganda in the same style before 1996 general elections. They had said that Ulu instead of Azan will be heard from all mosques if Awami League
comes to power.

"But their propaganda was proved false later and Muslims performed their all religious rites in a better religious fervor and enthusiasm. Their claim of being Bangladesh as a part of India was also proved false," she said.

New York, September 27, 2013
PM seeks global support to try war criminals

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the international community to lend their support to the trial of the perpetrators of genocide, rape, arson and crimes against humanity during Bangladesh's War of Liberation in 1971.

"The trial is required for the sake of justice, human rights and the rule of law. Successful completion of the trial would heal the wounds of war and move Bangladesh onto the road of peace and progress," she said.
Addressing the 68th session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) here, the Prime Minister also called upon the world leaders to be united in agreeing on a common set of the development agenda for building a just, prosperous and sustainable world.

She said formulation of the post-2015 Development Agenda is a daunting task for all member states of the United Nations.

" So, we need to be united in agreeing on a common set of the development agenda that would fulfill our aspiration in building a just, prosperous and sustainable world where no person or nation is left behind," she said.

She asserted that Bangladesh, representing 160 million progressive and resilient people, will lead these efforts from the front.

Sheikh Hasina said the anti-liberation forces are very much active to destroy the secular nature of our nation which began with brutal killing of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on August 15, 1975.
For the next 21 years after the killing of the architect of Bangladesh independence, she said, the anti-liberation forces left no stone unturned to push back our country's history.

But, they failed due to constant resistance of a large section of secular forces of Bangladesh, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the terrorists and anti-liberation forces flocked together and formed terrorist outfits during 2001- 2006 when one of our opposition parties, BNP, was in power making coalition with anti-liberation force Jamaat-e-Islami.

"The outfits made repeated attempts on my life, and on August 24, 2004 they lobbed 13 high-powered grenades on a public rally I was addressing in protest against another grenade attack on the British envoy," she said.

The Prime Minister said many innocent people, secular party leaders and parliament members were killed in their series of attacks.

"In the attack on August 24, 2004, as many as 24 people were killed and over 500 injured. Miraculously I survived, but one of our most senior and dedicated women leaders, Ivy Rahman, fell victim to the carnage," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said these gruesome attacks cemented her resolve to eliminate terrorism, and to adopt tough anti-terrorism and other related legislations to restrain those terrorists. "We are entrenching democracy to ideologically defeat terrorism and extremism," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh achieved independence in 1971 through monumental sacrifices. "During our War of Liberation in 1971, Pakistani occupation forces in collaboration with their local cohorts perpetrated genocide, rape, arson and crimes against humanity," she said.
She said over three million people sacrificed their lives and a quarter of a million women lost their sanctity to achieve independence. Therefore, since then, it was the ardent hope and aspiration of the nation to bring the perpetrators to justice, she said.

The Prime Minister said the present government constituted two War Crimes Tribunals under the International Crimes (Tribunals) Act of 1973 to try persons responsible for crimes against humanity. The trials are being held maintaining the highest standard of judicial practices, she said.

Reminiscing the call of Bangladesh's founding father Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in the UNGA 39 years back, Sheikh Hasina said, "As his daughter, I also nourish his vision for a world order based on peace and justice, and a global economic arrangement to free the world of poverty, hunger and aggression."

She said rapid technological innovations are transforming our world and the changes involved are also creating new conflicts within and among the states. The most affected are the vulnerable, deprived and the disadvantaged groups, she said.

The Prime Minister hoped that this year's theme of the UNGA- -"The post- 2015 Agenda: Setting the Stage"--would help evolve a pragmatic strategy for the post-2015 development goals.

She expressed her pleasure for the opportunity to be among world leaders adopting the Millennium Declaration in 2000, in the review of the MDGs in 2010, and now in the transition from MDGs to the post-2015 Development Agenda.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh has submitted to the UN a draft of the post- 2015 Development Agenda covering the socioeconomic and the environmental goals and resources required for achieving them.

Highlighting the long-term economic perspective of Bangladesh, the Prime Minister said: "Our aim is to become a middle-income country and to realize our "Vision 2021", through setting up goals that match with the MDGs."

"We have already met or are on the track to meet MDG-1, MDG- 2, MDG-3, MDG-4, MDG-5, and MDG-6. Poverty has been reduced from 56.6 percent in 1991 to below 26 percent now," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said over the last four and a half years, average GDP growth rate remained around 6.4 percent in Bangladesh where about 50 million people have joined the middle income group from lower level.

Export earnings rose from US $10.53 billion in 2006 to US $27.03 billion now, remittances increased from US $5 billion in 2006 to US $14.5 billion, and foreign currency reserve improved from US $3.49 billion in 2006 to US $16 billion, she said.

Bangladesh, as a power-hungry nation, could increase its generation capacity to 9,059 MW from 3,200 MW in 2006 within four and a half years, she added.
The Prime Minister said Bangladesh is often named as a "Model of Economic Development" and the "Standard Bearer of South Asia". "Our achievements earned us MDG Award, South-South Award, Global Diversity Award, and FAO Food Award."

"We could achieve those recognitions largely due to our utmost sincerity and devotion to implement the principles of the 'People's Empowerment and Development Model' that we tabled in the 66th UNGA, and was adopted unanimously."

Outlining her vision to build a 'Digital Bangladesh', Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh has taken the digital technology as the 'state of the art'.

The Prime Minister said the people are now getting more than 200 services from 4,582 digitalized Union Information and Service Centers. Rural women are also getting health care services from digitally inter-connected 15,500 Community Health Clinics and Union Health Centers, she said.

Advanced cellphone technologies are also providing services to over 100 million subscribers, she said, adding her government has also given priority to education as real national development could be achieved only through education.

Sheikh Hasina said the main driving force for attaining peace and prosperity of a nation is justice, rule of law, democratic values and people's empowerment.

Real development also depends on empowerment of women and their equal participation with men in all national activities. "Our new educational policy provides girls with free education up to higher secondary level," she said.

The Prime Minister said around 11.90 million students of poor families are now getting stipends in Bangladesh apart from distribution of free textbooks to all students up to secondary level.
She said the government policies helped women at grassroots to improve their position to topmost level. In politics, so far 14,000 women were elected to the local government bodies and 70 to parliament. Five women are serving as ministers and one as a whip.

Bangladesh is possibly the only nation today with women occupying the position of the Prime Minister, the Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition, and the Deputy Leader, all at the same time, she said.
Sheikh Hasina said the provision for keeping 10 % of posts reserved for women helped many to reach high positions in the judicial, administrative, diplomatic, armed forces and law enforcement agencies.
Pointing out the programmes taken for vulnerable groups, the Prime Minister said social safety net programmes have been widened in addition to introducing vulnerable group feeding, housing and livelihood projects for homeless.

Monthly pensions for senior citizens, widows, destitute women, insolvent freedom fighters, and physically-challenged people are being given, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said maternity allowances are being provided to around 4.3 million people, food and nutrition security to 1.04 million rural people through "One House, One Farm" scheme.
She said the disadvantaged and the physically-challenged people are being provided with education, skill development training, and interest-free loan for self-employment. In the formal sector, she said, one percent quota has been kept reserved for them.

The Prime Minister said for the persons with autism and other developmental disorders, Bangladesh had placed a resolution on "Autism Spectrum Disorder" in the 67th UNGA. "The resolution was adopted unanimously unifying us all in our quest to provide them with their rightful place in the world," she said.

Drawing attention of the global leaders to impending challenge of Bangladesh in all national spheres due to climate change, she said 30 million people of the country are extremely exposed to the impacts of climate change.

"Scientists predict that one degree Celsius increase in temperature would lead to a meter rise of the sea level submerging a fifth of Bangladesh, and forcing 30 million"climate migrants" to move elsewhere, thereby, creating crisis of a huge magnitude within and beyond our borders," she said.

In this connection, Sheikh Hasina reiterated her call for bringing the climate migration issue to the mainstream of the post-2015 Development Agenda.

She also reaffirmed her call for a legal regime to ensure social, cultural, and economic rehabilitation of the climate migrants and a fast track funding mechanism for the Climate Change Fund for LDCs to ensure sustained funding for implementing their adaptation and mitigation action plans.

Sheikh Hasina urged UNGA members to adopt a resolution placed by Bangladesh this year to preserve all the living languages of the world.

The Prime Minister extended her thanks to UNESCO for immortalizing Bengali nation's sacrifice for mother language. She thanked the UN for introducing Bangla website and a radio program and the UNDP for publishing its Asia Report in Bangla. She reiterated call to declare Bangla as one of its official languages of the UN. 

Sheikh Hasina said since assuming office in 2009, her government is making relentless efforts to establish good governance, sustain democracy and uphold democratic values.

To achieve these aspired goals, she said, the Election Commission has been given full freedom, and Anti-Corruption Commission, Human Rights Commission and Information Commission were strengthened.

During the tenure of the present government, she said, the Election Commission has conducted a total of 5,777 polls, electing 63,995 persons to parliament, city corporations, municipalities and other local bodies without receiving any complaint, she said.

"Election Commission has amply proven that it can hold free, fair and credible national elections," she said.
Pointing out the relations with foreign countries particularly the neighbouring ones, thePrime Minister said Bangladesh aims to cement peace by resolving outstanding issues with its neighbours, boost up cooperation with them through strengthening connectivity and maintain good relations.

"The principle of our Father of the Nation- Friendship towards all, malice towards none- is our motto," she said, adding, "Our commitment to global peace is proven by our role as a top troop-contributor in UN peacekeeping and our position on disarmament and the non-proliferation agenda."

Sheikh Hasina recalled that while she was in office from 1996 to 2001, Bangladesh became the first among South Asian nations to ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and the Anti- Personnel Mine Ban Treaty. "Our role in world affairs is based on justice and democratic values, which assures international peace and security and supports disarmament," she said.

Calling for promotion of cultural expressions, inter-faith and inter-cultural dialogue for peace and development, the Prime Minister stressed the need for including "Culture" as a theme in the post-2015 Development Agenda. "Culture is integral to the identity of every member state of the United Nations," she said.

Mentioning that resource constraint is the main barrier to implementing MDGs, Sheikh Hasina urged the development partners to keep their pledge of contributing 0.7% of their GNP as ODA, and 0.2% of GNP as ODA to the LDCs.

She also urged them to grant LDCs, duty-free and quota-free access to their markets, an equal voice in the Bretton Woods Institutions and in the International Financial Institutions, and free movement of labor.

"Implementation of the Mode IV of the GATS is also essential for the benefit of both sending and receiving countries," she said.

New York, September 26, 2013

GSP suspension to harm workers' interest, PM tells US chamber leaders

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has urged the US business leaders to pursue the US government to withdraw the decision of suspension of Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) for Bangladeshi goods.

The GSP suspension, instead of ensuring GSP compliance and workers welfare, will affect the interests of the workers, she said in a meeting with a delegation of US-Bangladesh Working Group of US Chamber of Commerce at her hotel suite here on Thursday. 

The Prime Minister said the suspension of GSP facility in the name of safety and welfare of workers and compliance are not justified. The reason of suspension of GSP because of a few accidents is also not justified, she said. 

"Such industrial accidents are frequently taking place in different parts of the world even in the developed countries," she said. 
The present government soon after taking office has taken steps for increasing the salaries and other benefits of the garment workers and now the government has also initiated a process for increasing their salaries for once again, she said. 

The Prime Minister informed the delegation about the government's steps taken for providing financial support to the families of dead persons and injured garment workers after Rana Plaza collapse.

PM's Media Advisor Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury briefed reporters after the meeting. PM's Deputy Press Secretary Bijan Lal Dev and Director General (UN) Saida Muna Tasneem were present during the briefing. 

The US delegation said they want to resolve the problems relating to GSP as they think, the decision of suspension of GSP was not proper on policy grounds. Hoping that the suspension order will go soon, the chamber leaders said they have already conveyed their opinion to the US government. 

The meeting was a follow up of the last year's US-Bangladesh Partnership dialogue held in Dhaka from May 26 to 28 last year. The US trade leaders gave emphasis on high level dialogue business and government leaders to promote trade and investment with Bangladesh, Iqbal Sobhan said.

"Basically, the US business delegation said, Bangladesh is a growing market of US products and they want to promote trade and investment relationship with Bangladesh," he said.
The US delegation appreciated the leadership of the Prime Minister in promoting US-Bangladesh trade and investment relations and apprised her that they want to develop a state level dialogue between business and government leaders.

Pointing out their investment in power sector, energy sector and offshore drilling in Bangladesh, they said the US companies are conducting seismic survey in the energy sector. They hoped that through the seismic survey they would discover new oil and gas reserves in Bangladesh.

Appreciating the intension of the US business leaders, the Prime Minister said her government believes in private sector driven economy where the government is playing the role of a facilitator.

She said her government has opened up some sectors including power and telecommunications for foreign investment which enjoyed monopoly business by ruling party beneficiaries during the tenure of previous government. 

The present government has opened the sectors for competitive private and foreign investment, she said, adding present investment climate in Bangladesh is healthier than any time before.

"Our government's policy is to put in place a liberalized investment policy in Bangladesh," she said with hopes that US investors and businesses would take opportunity of the liberal investment policy and invest more in different sectors. 

Sheikh Hasina said the present government has attached importance to regional connectivity. As to why the foreign investors would get benefit of regional business if they invest in Bangladesh.

She said US businesses are working as the development partner of Bangladesh. Particularly, she mentioned that the US Foreign Direct Investment in Bangladesh was around US$ 25 million, which grew up to one billion US dollars during her five- year tenure from 1996 to 2001.
Last year, the FDI rose to US$ 1.3 billion with maximum from the USA, she said, adding, "It indicates healthy growth of the economy of Bangladesh."

US delegation also expressed their satisfaction over growth rate of Bangladesh and investment climate. The Prime Minister requested the Boeing representative to take all measures to complete the supply procedure of two Boeing aircraft by December next for which Bangladesh has already issued a buying order.

Bangladesh signed a buying agreement with Boeing Company for four Boeing aircraft out of which two were supplied while two others are waiting for delivery. 

US chamber leaders informed the Prime minister that their delegation will visit Bangladesh soon to have bilateral discussions with business leaders and government officials and explore investment opportunities in different sectors. 

They said Bangladesh is a growing market for US products and a good importer of raw materials. So they feel that the relationship between Bangladesh and USA in the areas of trade, commerce and investment should be promoted further.

In this regard, they said the US businesses want to continue the dialogue under the umbrella of the US-Bangladesh working group of US Chamber of Commerce. They also said the US chamber is considering a business dialogue this year like the previous year, and a delegation will visit Bangladesh very soon to formalize the procedure. 

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Ambassador at-large M Ziauddin, PM's Principal Secretary Sheikh M Wahid uz Zaman, president of Federation of Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) Qazi Akram Uddin Ahmed, were present, among others.

The US chamber leaders handed over a report on "USA and Bangladesh toward the Future: Policy Recommendation to Strengthen the US-Bangladesh Commercial Relationship" to the Prime Minister.

New York, September 26, 2013

Nuclear disarmament is crucial for survival: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the world leaders to renounce nuclear weapons, saying that nuclear disarmament is crucial for the survival of humanity and the only living planet.

She termed the honing of nuclear weapon as a suicidal psyche and sought security and prosperity through empowerment of the people.
"Nuclear weapons are still being polished to make them more deadly and still being stockpiled in large numbers. So, nuclear disarmament is crucial for the survival of humanity and only living planet," she said. 

The Prime Minister was addressing a High-Level Meeting on Nuclear Disarmament organized by the Non-aligned Movement (NAM) at UN Headquarters here. 

She said living in close proximity to three nuclear powers, Bangladesh has good reasons to worry about these vicious weapons. "We believe that nuclear weapons cannot guarantee ultimate security and peace," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said the horrors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki shook the conscience of mankind and led to the adoption of the first UN resolution on nuclear disarmament. But, a suicidal psyche seems to possess a large number of people without any thought of their progeny, she said.

"Could we for a brief moment ponder a world that we wish to leave for our children and grandchildren? If we do, a universal and spontaneous response would be to do for a nuclear free world," she said.

She said, "We have to decide whether we would move towards a world haunted by the fear of decimation or towards a world of peace, security and socio-economic development enriching human civilization with our knowledge and discoveries." 

She said the 185 non-nuclear weapon countries are unanimous in opting peace. Yet a handful of nuclear weapon states, insensitive to the security of the majority, tragically continue to choose the path of destruction, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman with many world leaders realized the danger of nuclear weapon. That to why, in his historic speech in the UNGA in 1974, Bangabandhu appealed to all to spare the world from the scourge of nuclear war, she said.
The Prime Minister said the Conference on Disarmament (CD), world's only permanent multilateral disarmament treaty negotiating body, remained deadlocked for decades. 

"Now it can move forward easily to conclude a non- discriminatory, internationally and effectively verifiable treaty banning the production and possession of fissile material for nuclear weapons.

Sheikh Hasina said the CD also could take another step to create a universal legal instrument to codify assurances against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons against non-nuclear states. "These steps could stop nuclear weapon proliferation and rid the risk of them falling in the hands of terrorists," she noted. 

Another step, she said, should be the establishment, as an interim measure, of nuclear weapon free zones as in South Asia and the Middle-East. It's possible with the ratification of the related protocols by the nuclear weapons states, she said. 

The Prime Minister said a world of contented and happy people would outright reject the acts of aggression, discover unity in their diversity, and embrace the culture of peace and fraternity. 
Out of this belief, she said, Bangladesh has been tabling a resolution on 'Culture of Peace' in every UNGA session, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said there is no doubt that a price has to be paid for the promotion and the maintenance of peace. "But, it is much less than that of making nuclear weapons and fighting a war," she said.

New York, September 26, 2013

Bangladesh signs UN arms treaty

Bangladesh today signed the UN Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) and Protocol V on Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) to the Convention on Prohibitions of Restrictions on the use of Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW).

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at a function in the UN Headquarters here inked the treaty for Bangladesh to be the first in South Asia and South East Asia regions.

UN Under Secretary General Miguel Serpa Soers, who was present at the ceremony, thanked the Prime Minister for signing the treaty.
Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Bangladesh's Permanent Representative to the UN Dr A K Abdul Momen and senior officials were also present on the occasion.
The UN General Assembly (UNGA) in 2003 adopted the landmark Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), regulating the international trade in conventional arms, from small arms to battle tanks, combat aircraft and warships to foster peace and security by putting a stop to destabilizing arms flows in the world.

The Protocol V is designed to alleviate the humanitarian impact of ERW in the post-conflict period. So far 82 states signed the Protocol V, which entered into force on November 12 in 2006.

US Secretary of State John Kerry initialed the treaty on Wednesday on behalf of his country.

New York, September 25, 2013

Reach a conclusion on post-2015 dev agenda, PM urges global leaders

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has called upon the world leaders to show visionary leadership to reach a conclusion on Post-2015 Development Agenda and a legal framework on climate change beyond 2020 for sustainable development of the world. 

"The world leaders must recognize the two issues and provide visionary leadership and sincere commitment for achieving common goals for the sustenance of our world," she said. 

The Prime Minister said this while addressing a discussion titled "Leaders Dialogue: High Level Political Forum-From Vision to Action" in the UN Headquarters here on Tuesday. 
The Forum was established with the mandate of Rio plus 20 to build on the strengths, experiences, resources and inclusive participation modalities of the Commission on Sustainable Development.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh is obliged to give emphasis on the three pillars of sustainable development - economic, social and environmental - with adaptation and mitigation programmes.

"Sustainable development is imperative for Bangladesh for its national survival, particularly due to climate change," she said.
The Prime Minister said Bangladesh, as a frontline state vulnerable to climate change, is in the forefront of climate discourse. 

"A major challenge of climate change for Bangladesh is global warming and an increase of one degree Celsius in temperature would result in a meter rise in sea-level submerging a fifth of its land mass and creating turmoil over 30 million "climate migrants" in a country already densely populated," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh remains active in the Open Working Group for Sustainable Development due to her deep concerns over the challenges. It also motivated Bangladesh to submit to the United Nations a set of nationally agreed targets for the Post-2015 Development Agenda, she said.
 
The Prime Minister said the Forum should recognize the special needs of the LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS in realizing sustainable development goals. Most countries in these groups are lagging behind in attaining the various Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh has made notable success in some MDGs due to efficient use of available resources, local leadership, indigenous capabilities and innovations. "Our experience has been that expectations as well as commitments are important for sustainable development," she added.

She said equally, delivery of the pledge of the developed nations to provide 0.7 percent of Gross National Product (GNP) as Official Development Assistance (ODA) and 0.2 percent of GNP as ODA for the LDCs as well as the transfer of technologies to the LDCs, and the other deprived groups, are important for development.

The Prime Minister said rapid pace of scientific and technological advancement is bringing dramatic socioeconomic progress within states. "They are also drawing states closer and making our world small, with its accompanying challenges," she said. 

"The abundance of natural and technological resources is at our disposal today, however, they offer the Forum the opportunity to make right choices in the face of the new challenges of our time," she said.
"Our decisions must be aimed at ensuring the welfare of each and every human being and encompass all living species to have a sustainable world - a world that we would like to leave to our children and to the future generations," she added.

New York, September 25, 2013

PM seeks UNGA support to declare 21 Feb as Int'l Mother Language Day

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has sought the support of president of the 68th United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) Ambassador John W Ashe to a resolution of Bangladesh placed this year in the UNGA for declaring February 21 as the International Mother Language Day. 

The Prime Minister made the request at a meeting with the UNGA president at the UN Headquarters here on Tuesday evening, PM's Deputy Press Secretary Bijan Lal Dev said.

Sheikh Hasina also sought the support of the UNGA president to enhance Bangladesh's representation at administrative level of UN Peacekeeping so that the country can perform better in world peace. 

Despite being the highest contributor of the UN Peacekeeping missions, Bangladesh remains under represented at its administrative level. 

The Prime Minister thanked Ambassador John for his support to the adoption of Bangladesh's various proposals at the UN in recent times.
In this regard, Sheikh Hasina referred to the adoption of the resolutions on "People's Empowerment and Development Model", "Autism Spectrum Disorder" as well as a resolution on the "Culture of Peace" tabled by Bangladesh.

Earlier at a meeting with Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, the Prime Minister requested him to expedite his country's plan to construct a 1,000 megawatt power plant in Bangladesh with other projects.

The meeting with the Qatar Emir was held at Qatar's Permanent Mission at UN.

They discussed the issues of bilateral interests and put emphasis on strengthening bilateral trade and investment relations between the two countries.

The Qatari Emir informed the Prime Minister that a high powered delegation of his country will visit Bangladesh soon to finalize the projects including the power plant, PM's deputy press secretary said.

Later, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi made a courtesy call on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at the conference building of the UN Headquarters.
The minister informed the Prime Minister of her country's decision to raise duty-free access of Bangladeshi products up to 95 percent to boost the trade relations and reduce the trade gap.

Recalling that Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman took significant steps to strengthen the bilateral relations between China and Bangladesh, Wang Yi said Sheikh Hasina in the same way has been continuing her efforts to strengthen the ties.
He also apprised Sheikh Hasina that China would arrange a meeting with the concerned authorities of India, Myanmar and Bangladesh next month to move ahead its economic corridor plan in the region.

The Prime Minister said that Bangladesh always values the friendship and cooperation with the neighboring countries, especially with China, as a big economic power.

Sheikh Hasina said that both Bangladesh and China could work together for the development of the people of the region.

The Chinese foreign minister also lauded Bangladesh's active role in the international and regional forum. 

PM's daughter Saima Hossain Putul, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, PM's Media Advisor Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, Ambassador at- Large M Ziauddin, Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the UN Dr A K Abdul Momen were present in those meetings.
New York, September 24, 2013

MDG-7 a formidable challenge for Bangladesh: PM
Describing MDG-7 as a formidable challenge for Bangladesh, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the global community to come up with the promised support to help attain the goal.

She, however, asserted that the country would remain in the forefront of global efforts in laying down the political groundwork for intergovernmental negotiations for achieving a universally agreed post-2015 development agenda.

"MDG-7 is a formidable challenge for Bangladesh. However, the country has already met or is on track to meet MDG-1, MDG-2, MDG- 3, MDG-4, MDG-5, and MDG-6," she said.

She said Bangladesh, a low-lying coastal state, fraught with natural disasters which made it difficult for the country to achieve the MDG-7. "Our government has been implementing a 134- point Action Plan in line with our mitigation and adaptation policy," she said, adding global community should positively respond to their promises to our causes. 

The Prime Minister was addressing a session titled: "Special Event to Follow-up Efforts Made Towards Achieving the MDGs" in the UN Headquarters here. 

Sheikh Hasina co-chaired the session with Irish Deputy Prime Minister Eamon Gilmore.

Recalling her association with adoption of the historic UN Millennium Declaration in September 2000, she said: "As the Prime Minister of Bangladesh, I was here at that time. It gave a "Development Vision" and set goals on reducing poverty, hunger and inequality, among others, by 2015."

"In 2010, I was here again as the Prime Minister and termed the Millennium Declaration as the Magna Carta for a world free from hunger and underdevelopment. I am now here at this Special Event to share our experiences on MDGs, and thoughts on post-2015 agenda," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said after returning from the Millennium Summit in 2000, she decided to include the MDGs in the mainstream of Bangladesh's Development Agenda and Poverty Reduction Strategy. 

As per decision, she said, the government integrated the MDGs in its annual, mid-term and long-term development plan. "Our actions have proved to be success stories that are being universally acclaimed," she said.

"Our efforts have led to make us honoured with the MDG Award 2010, South-South Award and FAO Diploma Award for reducing hunger by 2012," she noted.

Sheikh Hasina said the government policies have enabled the country to sustain an average GDP, even during the global recession. "Our growth rate was around 6.4%, poverty reduced to below 26% from 56.6% in only two decades," she said. 

With self-sufficiency in food, she said, Bangladesh achieved MDG-1. Good progress was also made in MDG-2 covering equitable access to education with a Net Enrollment Rate of 99.47%, while free distribution of textbooks to students up to the secondary level, school feeding program, and e-learning helped in reducing dropouts.

As far as MDG-3 is concerned, the Prime Minister said, Bangladesh achieved gender equality in primary and secondary education in 2009. "Our gender sensitive education policy, stipends and exemption of tuition fees for girls up to college level was of great help," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said recently introduced Prime Minister's Education Assistance Trust Fund for underprivileged students, especially girls, is also supporting the cause. "The National Policy for Women's Advancement 2011 has led to greater involvement of women in the national development, and in their participation in all walks of life," she said.

The Prime Minister said, On MDG-4, Bangladesh has achieved under-5 mortality rate of 36 per 1,000 live births in 2012, against targeted 48 by 2015. "We did well in MDG-5 by reducing maternal mortality from 322 in 2001 to 194 in 2010," she said.

"Our National Health Policy 2011 and the National Population Policy 2012 as well as the 15,500 community health clinics and Union Health and Welfare centers, launched by the government, also helped our cause," she noted.

Sheikh Hasina said, On MDG-6, Bangladesh progressed well with HIV/AIDS cases down to less than 0.1%, prevention of Tuberculosis, reduction of malarial deaths, immunization of children, safe drinking water to 88.2 % of the people, and ensured 91% sanitation. 

With respect to MDG-8, she said, global partnership does not reach the level of the promised resources. "We would request our development partners to keep their commitments when they support our MDG efforts," she said.

Pointing out the several national and sub-national consultations on post-2015 agenda- "People, Planet and Economy"- the Prime Minister said these consultations led to 11 global goals with 58 targets and 241 measurable indicators for the period 2016-2030. 
Sheikh Hasina hoped that the "People's Empowerment and Development" model that she had placed at the UNGA in 2011 would be viewed when shaping the post-2015 development agenda.

"Bangladesh will make all-out efforts in forging consensus for our shared future, and also keep our commitments to providing tangible benefits through empowering our people," she assured.

New York, September 24, 2013

Divert fund of armament to education: PM

Putting emphasis on diversion of funds from armaments to education, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called on the world leaders and development partners to redouble their efforts to place education at the heart of global development mission.

"A strong political leadership and diversion of funds from armaments to education are the solution to real peace," she said.

The Prime Minister was addressing a function at the ECOSOC chamber in the UN headquarters on the first anniversary of UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon's "Global Education First Initiative".

Congratulating the UN Secretary General for the initiative, the Prime Minister said Ban's idea to "put every child to school", "improve the quality of education", and "foster global partnership for education" are inspirational.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon also spoke on the occasion.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh is honored to be one of the "Champion States" of this initiative. "It matches with the Bangladesh's Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's declaration- "Education would be our first and foremost tool for national development".

The Prime Minister said Education is a lead "agent of change" in our vision and development agenda to turn Bangladesh as a middle income country by 2021.

Our Education Policy 2010 ensures education to all by 2014, and the National Women's Development Policy-2011 lays strong focus on education of girls recognizing the famous quote, "If you educate a boy, you educate a person, if you educate a girl, you educate a family and a whole nation," Sheikh Hasina said. 

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh achieved gender parity in primary and secondary schools, a target of MDG-3, by providing ICT to schools, stipends to 11.90 million students every year,915 million free textbooks to students, financial support from the Prime Minister's Trust Fund to poor students for higher studies.

Bangladesh government, she said, also has taken massive programmes for school feeding programme funded by local donors, modernization of the curriculum of madrasas and education of boys and girls with "autism" and other developmental disorders.

Sheikh Hasina thanked development partners, UNDP and other agencies providing support to the efforts, saying: "Education would make safe and secure the life of our future generation."
New York, September 24, 2013

PM for pragmatic global partnership for uplift

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today underlined the importance of a new, pragmatic and responsible global partnership for overall success of the Post-2015 Development Agenda and sustainable development.

"It's also important to take into account financing to meet the challenges emanating from climate change, fulfillment of the ODA commitments, trade facilitation, and South-South and the Triangular Cooperation," she said.
The Prime Minister said this while addressing a High Level Event on Tackling the Unfinished Agenda: Accelerating the MDG Progress at UN Headquarters here.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, UNDP administrator Helen Clark and World Bank President Dr. Jim Yong Kim also spoke on the occasion.

Sheikh Hasina said the interest and cooperation shown by the United Nations and its agencies, particularly the UNDP, and the World Bank and other development partners must continue.
"Their commitments and increasing support are essential to attain the MDGs and the goals set out in the Post-2015 Development Agenda," she said.

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh has already met several MDGs covering reduction in poverty, gender parity in schools, under-five mortality rate, containing HIV infection, usage of insecticide-treated bed nets and detection and curing of tuberculosis.

She said, her party, during its election in 2008, identified the areas of MDGs where Bangladesh is lagging behind and developed a comprehensive financing framework and policy to meet up the gap by 2010.

"This was used as a base for our 6th Five Year Plan from 2011 to 2015 with a strong MDG achievement strategy for the period, ending 2015," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said UNDP Human Development Report-2013 classified Bangladesh among a handful of developing countries for its stellar performance in achieving MDGs ahead of schedule.

"The report identified innovations in social policy as instrumental factors for accelerating development," she said.

The Prime Minister said these innovations included targeted social safety net programs like education of girls at primary, secondary and post-secondary levels to attain gender parity, reduction in infant and maternal mortality and raising women's participation in the labor force from 24 percent in 2010 to 36 percent at present.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh has many innovative schemes which helped 11.53 million destitute women and their families to come out of poverty, start small businesses, educate their children and improve their nutrition intake.

In those schemes, she said, seasonal jobs were arranged for 2.74 million ultra-poor, training and temporary employments for two years to 57,000 educated youths, 200,000 slum dwellers gained access to clean water, sanitation, and economic opportunities.

The Prime Minister said the innovativeness also include multi-lingual schools for children of ethnic groups to start schooling in their own mother tongue, using natural gas as a clean alternative to carbon-based fuel, banning of polythene bags, introducing new brick manufacturing technology to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 40 percent and reducing CFC emission by 93 percent.

"Consultations with our development partners have helped us to prepare a set of goals for the post-2015 Development Agenda," she noted.

Sheikh Hasina said good governance by strengthening institutions, frameworks and strategies on empowering people, reforming the judicial system through ICT services, reform of the national legal aid services and wide ranging services through the 4,582 Union Information and Service Centers helped people improve their economic and social conditions.

Besides, she said, improved disaster preparedness through Disaster Management Committees at every level of administration, use of ICT to disseminate disaster warnings through mobile phones, and the newly piloted "Disaster Resilient Habitat" improved the resilience of the entire  communities.

Sheikh Hasina said: "Our goals are cross-cutting aimed at inclusive development and leave no one behind."

In view of this, she said, steps have been taken for increasing employment opportunities and ensuring workers' rights as well as quality education and skills for all, particularly the youths for their employment, adaptation and mitigation programmes to face the challenges of climate change, land and water management linking ecosystems and poverty reduction and sustainable energy.

Earlier, the Prime Minister joined the inaugural function of the 68th United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).


She also attended the welcome reception hosted in honour of the heads of state and government by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon at the North Lawn Building.

New York, September 23, 2013

IOSSC acknowledges Bangladesh's poverty reduction performance
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina here on Monday received an award for Bangladesh for its stellar performance in fighting against poverty and her success in significant reduction of poverty during current tenure. 

The International Organization for South-South Cooperation (IOSSC), an initiative of the UN to advance the implementation of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals through the 
sharing of best practices in the area of South-South and Triangular Cooperation, handed over the award to the Bangladesh Prime Minister at a function at the IOSSC headquarters here in 
the evening.

President of the South-South headquarters and South-South News Ambassador Francis Lorenzo welcomed the Prime Minister at its headquarters in New York and handed over the award, PM's 
Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said.

After receiving the award, Sheikh Hasina thanked the IOSSC and the prime ministers of different countries, first ladies and the head of governments of the IOSSC counties for presenting the 
award to her and her country for Bangladesh's achievement in significant reduction of poverty.

"It recognizes important achievement of our people and our government during its tenure and I'm proud to accept the award as recognition of Bangladesh's efforts and efforts of the developing 
countries from the global south that are fighting to eliminate poverty," she said.

"The award will inspire us in Bangladesh to work harder to win our war against poverty, especially to accelerate progress towards 2015. It will also inspire us to equally work harder to attain all the other goals that will have set forward ourselves and Bangladesh within 2021," she added.

Sheikh Hasina appreciated the continued support of Ambassador Francis to the cause of reduction poverty.

Recognizing the valuable support of the development partners like the World Bank, UN, UN agencies, UNDP and other international organizations, the Prime Minister said, "There are greater involvement in terms of financial resources, and technological support would enable us to overcome poverty and all other challenges," Sheikh Hasina hoped that global leaders would stand by the country's people, work together and achieve the goal that the world would become poverty-free, hunger- free and people should live better life which is also the main goal of her government.

Dedicating the award to the people of Bangladesh as this achievement belongs to them, the Prime Minister also expressed her firm conviction to turn Bangladesh into a hunger and poverty-free prosperous 'Sonar Bangla' as dreamt by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Sheikh Hasina extends her heartfelt thanks to the country's people for electing Awami League led Grand Alliance to the office and thus serving the nation.

She highlighted various achievements of her government in different fields including lowering the poverty rate below 26 percent which was 51 percent in 1991. 

"We could also build up food security for our people and bring a large number of ultra poor under social safety net, reach healthcare services to the doorsteps of the people, provide them with easy access to education, ensure socio-economic development and improve the standard of living," she said.

The Prime Minister said that the people of Bangladesh now can use Internet up to the village level and it would help them develop their future further.

"We've been implementing various activities for which Bangladesh has been able to make its place in the global arena as a dignified nation," she added.

PM's son Sajeeb Wazed Joy, her daughter Saima Hossain Putul, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, AL leaders Amir Hossain Amu, Tofail Ahmed, Workers Party President Rashed Khan Menon, JP leader Anisul Islam Mahmud, MP, JSD leader Mainuddin Khan Badal, MP, parliament members, PM's Adviser on Media Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, Bangladesh Permanent Representative to the UN AK Abdul Momen, were present on the occasion.

Earlier, the Prime Minister joined a reception hosted by US President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama at Waldorf Astoria Hotel.

New York, September 23, 2013

Bangladesh's GSP problem will go, US congressman hopes

US congressman Peter King has expressed his firm conviction that the problem relating to the suspension of the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) facilities for Bangladesh will be resolved. 

"I hope that the GSP problem will be resolved as otherwise this issue would hurt the RMG sector of Bangladesh," the Republican congressman said in a meeting with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at Hotel Grand Hyatt on Monday, said PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad.

Sheikh Hasina is now on an eight-day official visit to New York to attend the 68th session of the United Nations General Assembly. Peter King, one of the influential candidates from the Republican Party for the US presidential election in 2016, highly praised the role of the Prime Minister in the region alongside the country's good economic progress.

Regarding the opposition's demand for restoration of the caretaker government system, the Long Island Republican congressman said the caretaker government system for Bangladesh is not an issue now.
About the GSP facilities, the Prime Minister noted that the suspension of GSP facilities has ultimately gone against interests of the workers. It will impede the development of skill and living standards of the workers, she noted.

PM's son Sajeeb Wazed Joy, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, PM's Media Adviser Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, Ambassador-at-Large M Ziauddin, Bangladesh Permanent Representative to the UN Dr AK Abdul Momen, Bangladesh Ambassador to the USA Akramul Qader, PM's Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid uz Zaman and Foreign Secretary Shahidul Haque were present.

New York, September 23, 2013

Next election will make Bangladesh democracy sustainable: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has firmly said the next election in Bangladesh will make its democratic process and constitutional rule sustainable.

"We will have to uphold the constitution and begin the practice of transferring power under democratic process from a certain stage," she said in a meeting with Commonwealth Secretary Kamalesh Sarma here on Monday.

The meeting was held at Hotel Grand Hyatt in New York. Sheikh Hasina arrived here yesterday morning to attend the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).

Briefing reporters after the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said the Commonwealth Secretary General renewed his invitation to the Prime Minister to attend the next Commonwealth Heads of Governments Meeting (CHOGM) in Colombo, Sri Lanka in November next. Kamalesh told Sheikh Hasina that her presence is important in the next CHOGM as the Meeting will discuss the issue of climate financing for member countries, particularly LDCs, Azad said.

Besides, the next CHOGM will give special focus on poverty alleviation and the issue of inclusive development of the member states, Kamalesh told the Prime Minister. In this regard, he recalled the role of Sheikh Hasina that she played in the previous CHOGMs. 

PM's son Sajeeb Wazed Joy, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, PM's Media Advisor Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, Ambassador-at-Large M Ziauddin, Bangladesh Permanent Representative to the UN Dr AK Abdul Momen, Bangladesh Ambassador to the USA Akramul Kader, PM's Principal Secretary Sheikh M Wahid Uz Zaman and Foreign Secretary Shahidul Haque were present, among others, during the meeting.

Shiekh Hasina hoped that the Commonwealth would play a more effective role in strengthening democracy in its member countries. She also hoped that the Commonwealth will play a role in protecting the interests of the developing countries in the post-2015 Development Agenda.

The Prime Minister said that nearly 6,000 elections at different levels were held during the tenure of the present government with the election of around 64,000 representatives including many from opposition front defeating the ruling party candidates. None could raise question about the neutrality of those polls as the government played a very fair role in those elections.

The next parliamentary election would also be held in a free, fair and completely neutral manner, she asserted.

New York, September 23, 2013

PM in New York to attend UNGA 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was given a heartiest welcome when she arrived here this morning on an eight-day official visit to the United States to attend the 68th session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).

The Prime Minister will address the 68th session of the UNGA on September 27. On the sidelines of the UNGA, she will attend a number of high-level events and bilateral talks. 
Sheikh Hasina will hold meetings with her Indian counterpart Dr Manmohan Singh and UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon.
An Emirates flight carrying the Prime Minister and the members of her entourage landed at John F Kennedy (JKF) International Airport in New York at 9 am (local time). 

On the way, the Prime Minister made a two-hour stopover in Dubai.

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Bangladesh Ambassador to the USA Akramul Qader, Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the United Nations Dr A K Abdul Momen received the Prime Minister at the JFK Airport.

A large number of expatriate Bangladeshis including leaders and workers of Bangladesh Awami League and its associate bodies were also present at the airport.
From the airport, the Prime Minister was taken to Hotel Grand Hyatt at Park Avenue through a ceremonial motorcade where she will be staying during her visit to the USA. 

In the afternoon, Commonwealth Secretary General Kamalesh Sharma will call on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her hotel suite. In the evening, she will attend a reception to be hosted by US President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama at Waldrof Astoria Hotel.

Later, she will attend a programme of International Organization for South-South Cooperation (IOSSC) at its office. 

On September 24, Sheikh Hasina will attend a welcome reception to be hosted by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and the opening session of the 68th UNGA in the UN Headquarters (UNHQ). 

Later, the Prime Minister will attend a high-level side event on 'Tackling the Unfinished Business: Accelerating MDG Progress'. She will also join the UN secretary general's Luncheon Reception.

From the UNHQ, Sheikh Hasina will reach Permanent Mission of Qatar at UN Plaza on the First Avenue to call on Qatari Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani. 

In the afternoon, the Prime Minister will attend as one of the keynote speakers of 'Leaders Dialogue: HLPF-From Vision to Action' at Trusteeship Council Chamber in the UNHQ. 

Later, foreign ministers of Saudi Arabia and China will call on Sheikh Hasina at the UNHQ. 

On September 25, the Prime Minister will attend a round table of the special event of the President of the General Assembly to follow up efforts made towards achieving the MDGs. 

Later, she will attend the "Global Education First Initiative (GEFI) Anniversary Event at ECOSOC Chamber at UNHQ. In the evening, Sheikh Hasina will have a dinner at Bangladesh House.
 
On September 26, the Prime Minister will sign 'Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) and Protocol on Explosive Remnants of War of Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW)' at UNHQ. She will also attend a high level Plenary Session on Nuclear Disarmament. 
On September 27, the Prime Minister will deliver her statement at the 68th UNGA. Later, she will attend a press conference at Bangladesh Permanent Mission in New York. 

On September 28, Sheikh Hasina will hold a meeting with her Indian counterpart Dr Manmohan Singh at New York Palace Hotel.
In the afternoon, the Prime Minister will have a meeting with UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. In the afternoon, the Prime Minister will attend a programme of Bangladesh community at Hotel Hilton.
On September 29 morning, Sheikh Hasina will leave New York for home and she is expected to reach Dhaka at 5.40 pm on September 30 via Dubai.

During her visit to the United States, PM's Media Advisor Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, Ambassador-At-large M Ziauddin, Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad are accompanying the Prime Minister.

Senior Awami League leaders Tofail Ahmed and Amir Hossain Amu, Workers Party President Rashed Khan Menon, Jatiya Party Presidium Member Anisul Islam Mahmud, JSD Executive President Moinuddin Khan Badal, Jatiya Party lawmaker Mujibul Haque, Ganotantri Party General Secretary Nurur Rahman Selim and Peshajibi Nari Samaj General Secretary Afroza Haque Rina are also accompanying Sheikh Hasina.

A business delegation, led by FBCCI President Kazi Akram Uddin Ahmed, also went to the United States with the Prime Minister.
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