Dhaka, July 17, 2013

PM seeks Brunei's investment in energy sector

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today sought Brunei's investment in various potential sectors like oil, gas, textiles, leather, fisheries, power generation, jute manufacturing and agro-based industries.


The Prime Minister made the request when outgoing Ambassador of Brunei to Bangladesh Haji Abdul Razak bin Haji Mohd Hussaini called on her at her office this morning.

After the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters.


Sheikh Hasina mentioned that both Bangladesh and Brunei share a common perception and outlook in many regional and international issues.


She expressed satisfaction over the close cooperation between the two countries in the UN, NAM, Commonwealth, OIC, Asian Cooperation Dialogue and ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF).


The Prime Minister said Bangladesh and Brunei are actively cooperating in the areas of education under the framework of Islamic Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization of OIC.


She thanked Brunei for hosting Bangladeshi workforce who have been immensely contributing to the development of Brunei\'s economy and infrastructure.


Sheikh Hasina reiterated her invitation to the Sultan of Brunei to visit Bangladesh at a convenient time in future.


Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz- Zaman, PMO Secretary Molla Waheeduzzaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were present.

Dhaka, July 16, 2013

Stay alert about those who are out to malign politicians: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the people to stay alert about the vested quarter which is out to undermine politicians and political parties to foil democracy and impede the country's development.


"A conspiracy is on by a vested quarter to undermine the politicians and the political parties to foil democracy and destabilize the country's development. There is no doubt that they are spreading propaganda against the politicians and political parties with an ill motive," she said 


The Prime Minister said maligning the politicians and political parties by describing them corrupt in a wholesale manner could not be accepted in any way. The politicians may have bad and good elements. But why they (the vested quarter) are talking about this at this moment.
Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief, said this while addressing a meeting of the Awami League Parliamentary Party (ALPP) at her official Ganobhaban residence here this afternoon.


The Prime Minister said it is necessary to make an enquiry about those who are out to undermine the politicians and political parties by providing confusing information. An enquiry will have to be conducted how they earn money and amass wealth, and whether they whiten black money or pay income tax, she said.


Sheikh Hasina said it is the politicians under whose leadership and political decisions the country was liberated. The country witnesses socioeconomic development when political parties, especially Awami League, stay in power, she said.


She said the achievements made so far since the independence of the country were under the political government. "We have bitter experiences about those who came to power by undermining the politicians," she said.


Sheikh Hasina said military dictators like Ayub Khan, Ziaur Rahman and Ershad grabbed power by undermining and rebuking the politicians. But later they turned into politicians by rebuking the politics, she said.


The Prime Minister called upon the countrymen not to pay heed to the propaganda of the vested quarter. She also urged them to remain alert so that none can play ducks and drakes with their fate.


Referring to the tyrannical rule of the past caretaker government, Sheikh Hasina said the people of all strata suffered inhuman torture by the army-backed caretaker government. Politicians, teachers, students, businessmen --- none could escape the torture and repression of the caretaker government,she said.


Remembering her arrest by the army-backed caretaker government on this day in 2007, she said the caretaker government arrested her so that elections are not held on time and to cling to power.


She called upon the countrymen to remain alert so that none can grab power illegally again and such incidents of torture and repression do not reoccur in future.


The Prime Minister reiterated that next elections would be held as per the constitution. 

Many experiments like killings, coups, military government, army- backed caretaker government and emergencies took place in the past. But we don't want recurrence of these experiments in the country, she said.


"It is our expectation that the next elections will be held in a free, fair and impartial manner and as per the constitution and we are working to this end," the Prime Minister said.
Deputy Leader of the House and AL Presidium Member Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, General Secretary Syed Ashraful Islam and Chief Whip Vice-Principal Abdus Shahid were present, among others, on the occasion.

Dhaka, July 16, 2013

Help function community clinics properly: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon people to make their united efforts so that the community clinics in rural areas can function properly and play role in development of health sector.


Terming the community clinics as unique example of the present government's stride to reach healthcare service to rural people, she said the flagship programme of the health sector has already turned into a unique example of providing health service to rural people particularly the women and children.


"The community clinic initiative is our homegrown programme which has been developed without any foreign consultancy. So, we have to protect the native system and ensure proper management of the clinics with the participation of local people," she said.


The Prime Minister said this at a function on the occasion of awarding seven best community clinics of the country and inaugurating the web-based health service and information management expansion programme at Osmani Memorial Hall here today.

Sheikh Hasina said, Bangladesh Awami League initiated for the community health clinics in its past stint, but, next BNP government closed those clinics after change of the government in 2001. "People of Bangladesh suffered colossally due to political inferiority complex of the previous BNP government," she said.


Now the clinics are being managed under joint participation of the government and the local people, who have donated land for construction of the clinics and are extending support to run those properly, she said. 


PM's advisor on health, family welfare and social welfare affairs Prof. Syed Modasser Ali presided over the function. State Minister for health Dr Captain (retd) Mujibur Rahman Fakir, health secretary M M Niazuddin, WHO representative Dr Tushar Fernando and additional secretary Dr Makhduma Nargis spoke among others on the occasion.


The Prime Minister handed over crests and laptop to one best community clinic in each division and formally inaugurated Web-based Health Service and Information Management Expansion Programme in 64 districts through pressing computer button.


Sheikh Hasina said, a note of Bangabandhu in his diary put forth the conception ofcommunity clinics. Father of the Nation incorporated the health issue as one of the basic rights of people in the constitution after liberation and established a 10-bed hospitals in every union laying foundation of the health service in the country, she said adding the present government is making efforts for upholding Bangabandhu's spirit.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said one of the basic objectives of community clinics was to help rural women to visit the doctors nearby their homes independently. "Now, expectant mothers are getting service from those clinics and giving birth of their child. It's a great leap in the way of establishing one of their basic rights," she noted. 


Sheikh Hasina said health service should be reached to the doorstep of the people if we want to build a healthy nation. "As well as, food security and food nutrition should be ensured," she said.


The Prime Minister said her government is striving for awarding a better life to the people. In view of this, the government has initiated many rural based programmes including 'one home, one homestead', 'ashrayan project', group feeding programme and scores of allowances for women, expectant mothers, freedom fighters and poor elderly people.Pointing out the services introduced by her government in health sector the Prime Minister said the whole health sector is being refurbished for its development in line with the National Health Policy 2011 formulated to bring dynamism in the sector.


A three-tier healthcare providing system has been introduced at Upazila level. All upazila hospitals were upgraded to 50 beds while district hospitals to 250 beds. Now, total number of government hospital in the country is 592 while private hospitals are 3,190.


Sheikh Hasina said, her government has also given utmost importance to specialized hospital. A 300-bed institute of neuroscience and hospital in Dhaka, Sheikh Naser Specialized Hospital in Khulna and world-standard ophthalmologic hospital in Gopalganj were constructed.


"Treatment facilities of complex diseases including of heart disease, cancer and kidney were improved. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University has been made as a centre of excellence," she said. 
The Prime Minister extended her thanks to the recipients of the award of the best community clinics and hoped that the web- based health service and information management expansion programme would be an epoch step to reach healthcare service to rural people.

Dhaka, July 16, 2013

PM expresses satisfaction over Golam Azam verdict

Prime Minister and Leader of the House Sheikh Hasina today expressed satisfaction over the verdict of the International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) against former Jamaat-e-Islami chief Golam Azam saying that the verdict is the outcome of a long wait and protracted struggle.

"The ICT has given verdict, and Golam Azam along with Jamaat- Shibir was found guilty in it. We are satisfied with the punishment against Golam Azam. But it is the matter of the court what judgement they would deliver," she said.


The Prime Minister said this while delivering her valedictory speech at the 18th session of the 9th Jatiya Sangsad.

Terming the punishment against Golam Azam as the result of long waiting, efforts and struggle, she said "We are hopeful that we will be able to start execution of the verdict during our tenure.

Sheikh Hasina said the judges have been able to start trial process and they are delivering verdict with courage ignoring local and international pressure one after another. It is the biggest achievement of the nation.


Criticizing the absence of the opposition from the House, the Prime Minister said the support the BNP leader extended to the war criminals has been demonstrated through the party's support to today's and yesterday's hartals.


Calling upon the countrymen to stay alert against the war criminals and theirs cohorts, Sheikh Hasina said BNP has extended support to Jamaat-Shibir's shutdown by skipping the JS session and for this, the nation would hate them.


Sheikh Hasina said Jamaat-Shibir enforced two-day haratl centering the verdict against Golam Azam. BNP boycotted parliament session for two days by backing Jamaat's hartal. BNP's support to Jamaat's hartal is unfortunate for the nation, she said.


Extending her thanks to the opposition for joining budget session of parliament, the Leader of the House said they took part in the discussion for long time, though the speech of their many members was 'vulgar' and 'derogatory', which tarnished the image of the JS.


The Prime Minister mentioned that her government always honours democracy. "It is our aim to uphold democracy and run the country as per the constitution so that the democratic trend continues," she said.


The Prime Minister said the government has ensured people's empowerment and their voting rights. All the elections held in the last four years of the present government were staged in a free, fair and impartial manner and none could raise any allegations about the polls.

She said the Election Commission, which was formed through a search committee, is working and conducting polls independently. "We have taken all the steps that are necessary to establish good governance," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said: "Holding trial of the 1971 culprits was our commitment. We have started it and some verdicts have already been pronounced and we would execute the judgement, Insha Allah."


The Prime Minister said it was General Zia who stopped trial of war criminals through promulgation of the Martial Law Ordinance. He not only stopped the trial, but also rehabilitated them politically by making them ministers and MPs, she said.


Sheikh Hasina said Ziaur Rahman allowed Golam Azam in Bangladesh with Pakistani passport.

Referring to the unbridled corruption and terrorism during the rule of the past BNP-Jamaat alliance government, the Leader of the House said 'Hawa Bhaban' and 'Khowab Bhaban' were the den of all misdeeds of the four-party alliance government at that time. "None could do business without paying toll to the Hawa Bhaban," she said.

The Prime Minister said former minister Shah AMS Kibria and Ahsanaullah Master, MP, were killed during the BNP-Jamaat rule. "Twenty-two leaders and workers including Ivy Rahman were killed in the grenade attacks and several attempts were made to kill me," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said BNP-Jamaat did not try the terrorists of the Chhatra Dal and Jubo Dal. "The brother of an accused in the August 21 grenade attack was rewarded by making him Chhatra Dal president," she said.


Mentioning her government's firm stance against terrorism and militancy, the Prime Minister said her government curbed these social vices with an iron hand.


"Incidents like creation of Hawa Bhaban and Khowab Bhaban and grenade attacks did not take place in the last four and a half years of the present government," she said.


The Prime Minister said: "Whatever incidents happened during our tenure, we tried our best to take action against those. We have arrested 600 BCL leaders and workers. We did not give indulgence to any crimes and unjust activities in the past and would not do so in future." 

She said all the accused in the Biswajit murder were arrested. "The trial of the case started and we are taking action against the culprits. I don't know whether any party did take such action in the past."


Sheikh Hasina said Hallmark was created from the Hawa Bhaban."The corruption of the Halmark had been continued for long time and we have detected their crimes," she said.


The Prime Minister said Dundy Dying and Khamba Ltd looted crores of taka and banks owed Taka 980 crore to them. "The corruption of Khaleda Zia's sons was proved in foreign courts and we brought back their laundered money from abroad."


Referring to the steps taken for the welfare of the Islam, she said it is Awami League which did most works for the development of Islam. Most of AL leaders and workers offer prayers and keep fast. "But it is unfortunate that we cannot compete with the BNP in falsehood. They are expert in falsehood," she said.


She recalled that Begum Zia had said before the 1996 general elections that prayers call will be stopped and Ulu sound would be heard from the mosques if Awami League comes to power.


"But prayers call was not stopped from any mosque after assumption of office by the AL. Rather the AL did most development of mosques and madrasas," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh secured top position in the hajj management in Asia. On the other hand, there was history of embezzlement of hajj money by the religious affairs minister during the BNP rule, she said.

The Prime Minister blasted the 'derogatory' comments of Allama Shafi undermining the womenfolk and wondered being a woman how the opposition leader extends support to Allama Shafi.

She called upon the opposition leader to discard Hefajat and work for the development of the womenfolk.

Sheikh Hasina focussed on achievements of the the present government in various fields like agriculture, education, health, power and women empowerment and social safety net.

She greeted all lawmakers and the countrymen in advance on the occasion of the upcoming Eid.

Dhaka, July 13, 2013

PM inaugurates luxury buses in BRTC fleet

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon all to refrain from setting fire to public transports, killing their drivers or helpers or damaging public property in the name of movement.

She made the appeal while inaugurating the induction of 88 air-conditioned buses in the BRTC fleet at her official residence Gonobhaban here today.

A total of 142 BRTC buses were destroyed and burnt from December last to May this year, out of those 45 are newly procured double-deckers and 52 luxury air-conditioned buses imported from China and Korea, she said. 


"It's a loss for the state, it's a loss for the people of the country," she said adding, "The country is ours, lets protect our property, refrain from subversive activities detrimental to public interests."

The luxury buses procured under Indian Dollar Credit Line (IDCL) will be introduced on inter-district routes ahead of the coming Eid-ul- Fitr to facilitate people to have a safe and comfortable journey, she said.

"These buses are 'Gift of Ramadan' of the present government to the people of the country," she added.

Communication Minister Obaidul Kader, Communication Secretary MAN Siddiqui and Deputy High Commissioner of India Sandeep Chakravorty were present, among others, on the occasion.
Chairman of Bangladesh Road Transport Corporation (BRTC) Jasim Uddin Ahmed gave the introductory speech.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said her government in its past stint made the Bangladesh Road Transport Corporation (BRTC) as a vibrant public transport agency. Many modern buses were procured for the Corporation including 50 modern VOLVO from Sweden.

"The government had put in its all efforts to make the BRTC as an effective medium of public transportation. In view of this, new buses were procured to introduce those on the inter district routes," she said.
But, the next BNP government made the BRTC a place of looting. As a result, we found not a single VOLVO bus in the BRTC convoy after return to power in 2009, she said.
BNP completely ruined the important public transport system as they did in the case of jute sector, Khulna Shipyard, Machine Tools Factory at the advise of the World Bank, she added.

Sheikh Hasina said, her present government after taking office in January 2009, again procured 998 buses for BRTC. The Corporation now has only 162 trucks. So the government has taken project to procure 500 new trucks for the Corporation under IDCL.

The Prime Minister said the present government has embarked upon a major programme for construction of flyovers, elevated expressway, commuter rail, ring-road around Dhaka City and waterways under the Strategic Transport Plan (STP).
Out of those projects, she said, Mirpur-Airport Flyover and Banani Railcrossing Overpass and Hatirjeel Project have already opened for traffic while construction of 26-kilometer Dhaka Elevated Expressway, Kuril Flyover, Jatrabari Flyover and Mogbazar-Mouchak Flyover is going on in full swing. Metrorail project has also been approved, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, her government has launched massive development activities in the country to translate its electoral commitment. In some cases, the success was more than the commitment, she said.

The Prime Minister said discussion is going on to introduce bus service from Dhaka to Katmandu, Shilong, Guwahati of India and Myanmar aimed at establishing a better regional connectivity with neighbouring countries.

Dhaka July 13, 2013

PM slates Ahmad Shafi's derogatory sermon

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today slated Hefajat-e-Islam chief Allama Shah Ahmad Shafi's derogatory sermon belittling the women, their freedom, education and employment in a recent 'waj mahfil' (religious gathering) in Chittaong.


Addressing a function at Gonobhaban here, the Prime Minister wondered how a person, who was born in a mother's womb, has sisters and wife, could use such a filthy language about women.


In a video clip of the sermon, now available on Facebook and YouTube, the 93-year-old principal of Hathazari Madrasa, Chittagong, was seen comparing the women with tamarind and advising them to stay within the four walls of thehusband's house.


The Prime Minister said she heard the Allama Shafi's speech in television a couple of times saying the sermon is replete with filthy and offensive words.


She noted that "Bibi Khadija was the first woman who adopted Islam. Bibi Ayesha even went to a war with the Prophet (SM) while Bibi Sumaiya was the first woman who embraced martyrdom for Islam."


"Islam has granted highest rights and freedom for women. Bibi Khadija used to deal in business. On the other hand, he (Shafi) advised them to remain confined in the house," she said adding, "Islam, the religion of peace, guaranteed the rights and privileges of women in their husband's house as well as in their parents' house."


Sheikh Hasina said, Ahmed Shafi remained completely silent when Jamaat-Shibir and Hefajat activists went on the rampage inside the national mosque on May 5 last.


"No such defamation of religion was held in the country before May 5, 2013. And there is no second instance in the world of burning of a large number of copies of Al-Quran by the Jamaat- Shibir and Hefajat zealots," she said.


She added: Jamaat-Shibir prevented Baitul Mokarram Khatib from preaching during Juma prayers. They destroyed the sanctity of the mosque, set fire to buildings, banks, businesses, transports and uprooted trees. Jamaat used Hefajat in doing these misdeeds, she said.


People of the country will decide who will lead the country. The Hefajat chief cannot dictate terms in this regard, she said.


The Prime Minister said she personally believed that the women should lead life conforming with generally accepted standards of respectable and moral behaviour. "But, the dress code of a nation depends on weather and local culture and custom," she said adding Islam has given full freedom to its followers.


In this context, she pointed out the incidents that took place on May 5, 2013 during Hefajat's siege prgramme in Dhaka saying the government, finding no way out, had to go into action against the unruly mob.


Jamaat-Shibir is now trying to reap political gain by portraying it otherwise, she added. 


Sheikh Hasina said the government allowed Hafajat to hold their rally at Shapla Square in the capital as they were committed to holding a peaceful meeting. But, at the instigation of the BNP and Jamaat, they went unruly creating a horrifying situation in the city, she said.

She said, "Many people linked the defeat of Awami League candidates in five city polls with the action against unruly activists of Hefajat-e-Islam and many of them also raised allegation of unbridled corruption and lack of good governance against us."


"But, I cannot find any reason of our defeat in those election although we fielded better candidates in all cities than opponents, and our government carried out massive development programmes in those areas over the last four years," she said.


The candidates with clean images and good track records of development in local areas could not win the election. On the other hand, she said each and every candidate of BNP has the record of corruption.


The Prime Minister observed that the local government polls in the country should be held on party basis like Britain and other counties if the voters don't care for local development and give priority to national issues.

She said, "If the allegation of unbridled corruption and absence of good governance during our tenure are true, as the opposition alleged, a country could never achieve annual growth of over six percent which happened during our present time."

Sheikh Hasina said the Hallmark scam and Destiny issue were of the BNP regime. "We nabbed the 
thieves," she said adding, "It's a great surprise that we were labelled as thieves when we arrested the thieves."


She said the present government has successfully addressed many national issues including the problems of food, power generation, education and healthcare services which were never dealt with in the past.


Sheikh Hasina said her government has made the country self- sufficient in food production and increased power generation to 6675 MW from 3200 MW.


For the first time, country's foreign exchange reserve reached US$ 15 billion while the country could attract highest Foreign Director Investment (FDI) in last fiscal year, she said. "These achievements were outcome of our good governance."
Dhaka, July 11, 2013

Govt to work keeping confidence in people: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the present grand alliance government, showing full respect to the people's mandate in five city polls and rectifying the lapses and errors, would work in future for a sustainable democracy, political stability and country's economic progress to fulfill aspiration of the masses.


In a statement today, Awami League President Sheikh Hasina urged the party leaders and workers and associate bodies not to be disheartened by the result of the city polls and propaganda of the opposition.


She asked them to work together by sinking all differences to earn the people's confidence for victory of the party and grand alliance in all future elections to build a prosperous Bangladesh in light of the spirit of the Liberation War.


The statement, signed by PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad, was issued after Prime Minister's return from abroad ending her weeklong visit to the UK and Belarus.


The Prime Minister congratulated the Election Commission, people of the five cities, political parties, administration, law enforcement agencies, media and all other related persons and bodies for their support for holding the elections free and fair.She also expressed her gratitude to the almighty for holding the elections in a peaceful manner.
In the statement, the Prime Minister said, the recently held elections to the five cities were a victory of country's democracy and people. It has proved that free and fair elections are possible even under a political government. The Election Commission and law enforcement agencies can perform their duties with utmost neutrality and people can exercise their franchise freely under a political government, she said.

"Under the present government all polls at national and local levels were held properly and impartially despite falsehood of the opposition, baseless allegations and attempts to make the polls controversial," the Prime Minister said.


She said the people have regained their confidence in free and fair elections during the present government which was lost at the time of BNP regime due to exercise of power by the incumbent party for vote rigging and election engineering.


"This confidence should not be shattered and the present government is firmly committed to holding the coming parliamentary election absolutely in a free, fair and neutral manner," Sheikh Hasina said. 

The Prime Minister thanked the Awami League leaders and workers for working together in the city polls. She also extended her sincere thanks to the leaders and workers of the Jatiya Party and other partners of the grand alliance for their wholehearted support.

Sheikh Hasina congratulated the elected mayors of the city corporations and assured that the government would continue unprecedented development works in those cities in public interest.


She called upon the opposition party to stop all propagandas, false allegations and violence and help holding the next parliament election freely and fairly with the participation of all political parties.
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