October 31, 2012

PM expresses shock at loss of life and property in US storm

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today expressed deep shock at the loss of life and property in the United States, caused by "superstorm" Sandy.

In a condolence message sent to US President Barack Obama, the Prime Minister said: "The way the USA was wrecked by the storm ensued from the Atlantic Ocean was unprecedented and a matter of concern. The government and the people of Bangladesh are shocked at the loss of life and property in the USA caused by 'superstorm' Sandy," she said.


She also hoped that the people of the US will face the calamity with patience and courage and will be able to overcome the situation soon.

Sheikh Hasina prayed for the salvation of the departed souls and conveyed sympathy to the bereaved family members.

October 31, 2012

PM launches retro-reflective number plate with RFID tag for automobiles

DHAKA: The country's transport sector has entered a new era as retro-reflective number plate with audio-frequency identification (RFID) tag for the automobiles was launched today with an aim to bring discipline and improve services in the sector. 

"The digital system has been introduced to ensure facilities for all including automobile owners, drivers, controllers and the law enforcers. I hope that it would enhance services in the transport sector," Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said this while inaugurating the system along with digital registration certificate at her office here this morning. 

Sheikh Hasina also expressed the hope that the system would ensure transparency and accountability of the Bangladesh Road Transport Authority (BRTA) side by side with raising its capability and efficiency.

With the introduction of new system, she said, owners of the automobiles and passengers would be freed from hassle. "It would help know a person owns how many vehicles," she said thanking Bangladesh Machine Tools Factory (BMTF) for its cooperation to launch the system.

The Prime Minister also called upon the countrymen not to beat up drivers and not ransack or torch vehicles after any road accident. "Don't take law in own hands, you should first provide help to the accident victims," she said.
She also urged the people to abide by traffic rules and directed the communication ministry and home ministry to create mass awareness about the traffic rules.

In this connection, she stressed the need for educating the school students first about the traffic rules.

Mentioning road as the main medium of the communication in the country as most of the passengers and goods are transported through the road, the Prime Minister said her government made massive development in the communication sector.

"We have constructed new bridges and increased lanes on the highways. We have ensured expansion of communication system along with economic uplift by improving rail and shipping communication system," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said her government has given a special emphasis on building a safe transportation system. To this end, she said, an accident resource centre has been set up in Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology (BUET).
She also said 25,000 drivers get training every year from 17 institutes of Bangladesh Road Transport Corporation (BRTC), while 77 driver training institutes have been given approval for increasing training facilities.

"Initiatives have also been taken to construct more training institutes and stop plying unfit and registration-less vehicles, while BRTA office has been opened in every district," she said, adding as a result, the number of accidents decreased to a great extent.

Referring to the present government's commitment to build Digital Bangladesh by 2021, Sheikh Hasina said as part of the pledge, the government has given scope for paying motor vehicle tax and fee through online banking. "We have already introduced various e- services including e-governance, e-commerce, e-health, e-education and e-banking," she added.

The Prime Minister said all utility services including gas, electricity, water and telecommunication have been digitized and the services are being expanded every day by reducing public sufferings.

"To keep pace with changing world, we are striving hard to make easy the lifestyle of the people through introducing modern technologies," she said.

Later, Sheikh Hasina inaugurated activities of retro- reflective number plate with radiofrequency identification (RFID) tag and digital registration certificate by handing over a digital number plate to the BRTA chairman.

Communications Minister Obaidul Quader, Chief of Army Staff and BMTF Chairman General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan, Acting Secretary of the Road Division MAN Siddique, BRTA Chairman Ayubur Rahman Khan and BMTF Managing Director Brig Gen Saifur Rahman also spoke at the function.

According to official sources, the Army-run BMTF will build, operate and maintain the RFID system on build-own-operate (BOO) basis for the next 15 years. For the first five years, the BRTA will pay nearly Taka 600 crore to the BMTF.

Under the system, the sources said, each vehicle will have mandatory special kind of number plate containing its registration number that will be visible in both day and night time. The motor vehicle will also have radiofrequency system for easy tracking by the law enforcement agencies.

This (digital number plate) will help identify a vehicle even if it flees the scene after an accident. Also, it will help detect the use of fake number plates on vehicles and the use of the same number on different vehicles, the sources added.

November 2, 2012

PM off to Vietnam

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina left here this morning for Hanoi on a six-day official visit to Socialist Republic of Vietnam and Lao People's Democratic Republic. 

On the first leg, she will visit Vietnam from November 2 to 4. From there she will go to Lao People's Democratic Republic to attend the 9th Asia-Europe Meeting Summit of Heads of State and Government (ASEM9) on November 5-6.

A special flight of Biman Bangladesh Airlines carrying the Prime Minister and members of her entourage took off from Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport (HSIA) at 7.30 am. 

Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister Muhammad Faruq Khan, Railway Minister Mujibul Haque and Chief Whip Abdus Sahid were present at the airport to see off the Prime Minister.

Cabinet secretary M Musharraf Hussian Bhuiyan, Principal Secretary to the PM Shaikh Md Wahid Uz Zaman, chiefs of the three services, home secretary, dean of the diplomatic corps and the Vietnamese charge d' affaires in Dhaka were present. 

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin and Press Secretary to the Prime Minister Abul Kalam Azad, among others, will accompany Sheikh Hasina during her visit to Vietnam and Laos.

Foreign Ministry officials said Sheikh Hasina will hold official talks with the Vietnamese leaders on November 2. Then she will attend the signing ceremony of a number of agreements between the two countries.
She will also make a courtesy call on President of Vietnam Truong Tan Sang, General Secretary of the Communist Party Nguyen Phu Trong and Chairman of the National Assembly Nguyen Sinh Hung.

Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung will host a dinner and cultural programme in honour of Bangladesh Prime Minister. 

On November 3, Sheikh Hasina will visit the mausoleum of Ho Chi Minh and monument of National Heroes and Martyrs and place wreaths.

Later, she will attend a business seminar and pay a field trip to the industrial zone and agriculture fields. She will leave Hanoi for Vientiane, the capital of Laos, on November 4. 

On that day, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will hold official talks with the leaders of Lao People's Democratic Republic at Presidential Palace. On November 5, she will join the opening ceremony of the 9th ASEM Summit at the National Convention Centre. 

The Summit of the 48-nation forum of Asia and European countries will be held this year with the theme -- "Friends for Peace, Partners for Prosperity" -- aimed at promoting mutual understanding, peace, stability, development and prosperity of Asia and Europe. 

The summit will provide an opportunity to leaders of Asia and Europe to discuss regional and international issues of common interests and concerns, including, among other things, food and energy security, sustainable development, financial and economic crisis, climate change, natural disaster response and socio- cultural cooperation. 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is also scheduled to attend plenary sessions of the summit. 

She will return home on November 7 by a Biman flight.
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