Gazipur, October 31, 2013

PM lays foundation stone of metro rail project

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today laid the foundation stone of the country's first-ever metro rail project, opening up a new era in the country's communication system.


The Prime Minister laid the foundation stone of the much- hyped metro rail project titled "The MRT Line-6 under the Dhaka Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) Development Project" from Bhawal Badre Alam University College Ground here this afternoon.

The 20.1-kilometer Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) Line-6 will run from Uttara Third Phase and pass through Pallabi, the west side of Rokeya Sarani and Farmgate, Hotel Sonargaon, Ruposhi Bangla, TSC of Dhaka University, Doel Chattar, Topkhana Road and Bangladesh Bank.


The Taka 21,985.07 crore dream project is scheduled to be completed by 2022. Of the total fund, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) will provide Taka 16,594.59 crore, while the rest of Taka 5,390.48 crore will be given by Bangladesh government from its own resources.


The government signed a deal with JICA for implementation of the project on February 20 this year.


According to the Planning Division, the rail track would be constructed in three phases. The Pallabi-Sonargaon Hotel route (11 kilometres) would be completed by 2019 and the Sonargaon- Bangladesh Bank route (4.4 kilometres) by 2020. The remaining Uttara-Pallabi route (4.7 kilometres) was expected to be completed by 2022.


Officials said once the 'Dhaka Mass Rapid Transit Development Project' was implemented, some 60,000 to 70,000 commuters would be able to travel through the metro rail every hour. It is expected to ease communications with the capital from Gazipur and Uttara.


Dhaka Transport Coordination Authority (DTCA) under the Communications Ministry will implement the project, while Dhaka Mass Transit Company (DMTC) will operate the metro rail.


From the same venue, the Prime Minister inaugurated the construction work of the 20-kilometer Greater Dhaka Sustainable Urban Transport Project popularly known as Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) from Gazipur to Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport.


The BRT will cost Tk 2,039 crore. Of the amount, donors are providing Tk 1,650 crore, while the government will provide the rest.


Sheikh Hasina laid the foundation stone of the construction work of the 70-kilometer four lane highway from Gazipur to Elenga in Tangail via Chandra. Tk 2,788 crore will be spent for the project. Of the money, donors will provide Tk 1,843 crore while the government will give the rest.


Five flyovers, 27 bridges and 60 culverts will also be constructed under the four-lane project for smooth traffic flow on the road. Its construction will begin in May next year.

The Prime Minister opened the newly-constructed 20- kilometer four-lane Nobinagar-DEPZ-Chandra Highway. The project was completed at a cost of Taka 130 crore.


She laid the foundation stone of three new four-lane bridges along the existing Kanchpur, Meghna and Meghna-Gumti bridges on the Dhaka-Chittagong Highway with an estimated cost of Tk 8,487 crore. Of it, Japan will provide Tk 6,429 crore as soft loan.

A deal of Tk 2,315 has already been signed with Japan International Cooperation Agency to prepare the designs and carry out the supervision works of the new bridges.


An international consultant will be appointed next month to prepare the designs for new bridges, construction of which will begin at the end of next year.


Sheikh Hasina also inaugurated Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Safari Park, a fire service and civil defence station at Mawna Chourasta, an upazila complex building in Sreepur, a 52-megawatt dual fuel power plant in Sadar upazila, Shaheed Ahsanullah Master Stadium in Tongi and repair and beautification work of Rajbari Ground, Tongi 250-bed general hospital, development work of Bhawal Mirzapur GC Road and two government primary schools and 315-metre PC Girder Bridge over the Shitalakhya River on Barma- Singhasree Road.

The Prime Minister laid the foundation stones of a 150-MW dual fuel power plant, the Gazipur 500-bed General Hospital, a trauma centre at Meghdubi in Pubail, a nursing training institute at Chhota Dewra and Upazila ICT Training and Resource Centre for Education.

Gazipur, October 31, 2013

Don't give hartal during JSC exams: PM requests

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today requested the Leader of the Opposition not to throw any any hartal programme on the days of Junior School Certificate (JSC) Examinations beginning next week.


"I don't know whether she (Begum Zia) will honour my request as she can say nothing except 'no' to any of our offer. Despite that I will like make the request to her not to destroy the academic life of our children," she said.


The Prime Minister said this while addressing a public meeting organized by Gazipur district Awami League at Bhawal Badre Alam University College Ground here today.

She arrived at Gazipur this afternoon to lay the foundation stones of a number of development projects including much-hyped metro rail and bus rapid transit (BRT) and inauguration of some other projects.

The Prime Minister said, the next election would be held as per constitution under the supervision of the Election Commission (EC). The commission will be able to hold the next election in a free, fair and neutral manner, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, the opposition party is trying to restore such a non-party caretaker government system which was nullified by the apex court of the country, she said.


She called upon people to cast their vote for Awami League in the next general election to maintain the current pace of development and take the country towards prosperity.


Criticising Begum Zia, the Prime Minister said, she (Begum Zia) had promised not to give indulgence to the perpetrators of bomb attackers, militants and terrorists.


"But, she is continuing her patronization to the criminals.Begum Zia does the reverse to what she says," Sheikh Hasina said.


AL Advisory Council Members Amir Hossain Amu, Tofail Ahmed, Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, Communications Minister Obaidul Quader, State Minister for Women and Children Affairs Meher Afroz Chumki addressed the meeting among others while president of the unit AKM Mozammel Haque, MP was in the chair.


Gazipur District Council Administrator and former DUCSU VP Akhtaruzzaman, former state minister Alhaj Rahmat Ali, MP, Jahanara Begum, MP, Zahid Ahsan Russell, MP, Simin Hossain Rimin, MP, also spoke on the occasion.


The Prime Minister said, the ultimate goal of Begum Zia is to save the war criminals from justice. She is responsible for loss of lives of so many people. Many lives would have saved people if she had withdrawn the hartal, she said.


Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said, the present government has initiated massive development programme for Gazipur. "Give vote to Awami League in the next election. If Awami League can win the polls, all your problems will be solved," she asserted.


She declared to give buses for Badre Alam University College for traveling of the teachers and students and construct a new academic building.


Sheikh Hasina said, BNP pushed the country to the edge of destruction. "With our hard labour we could salvage the country which I think will again plunge into same vortex if BNP can stage a come back ", she said.

Pointing at Begum Zia the Prime Minister said, the BNP leader knows it very well that it's not possible to rig vote in the next election. So, she is trying to create a chaos and confusion among people about the next polls.

She said, the present government is committed to the nation to hold trial of the war criminals. BNP leader failing to thwart the trial has now become restless to make the country's politics volatile.


Highlighting the successes of the present government in the socio-economic arena , the Prime Minister said, those achievements helped Bangladesh maintain an annual growth rate over six percent in the last few years and raising the per capita income to US$ 1,040 within a very short span of time.


The present government has attached highest importance to education as it's the main tool of development. To reduce the burden of education cost of the children, the government is distributing free textbooks among students of primary and secondary level, she said.

Moreover, students are being given various types of scholarships and stipends to help them continue their studies.


The government has also introduced provision for giving various allowances to poor families, widows, lactating mothers, elderly people so that they can live in the family with dignity, she said.


The Prime Minister said, the present government has taken measures for increasing the wages of the garment workers, who dominantly live in suburban Gazipur.


She said, the government has already taken various steps for safety and security of the garment workers. More steps would be taken including providing them with better housing facilities, she added.


"Our aim is to move the country forward and giving people a better life," she said adding that the present government's 'one house and one farm" project has brought economic comfort to the life of around 1.38 crore people in the country. The 'one house and one farm" concept was launched from Gazipur, she recalled.


The Prime Minister said, her government soon after taking office increased salaries of the civil servants by 60 to 70 percent. Last month they were given 20 percent dearness allowance so that they can cope with the increasing inflationary situation. Sheikh Hasina said, the best endowment of BNP to the nation was militancy. They could give nothing to the nation except killing, terrorism, corruption and terminating civil and military officials at the instruction of Hawa Bhaban.


The Prime Minister said, BNP even could not tolerate the happiness of the people which they had got at their doorstep from community clinics. The present government revived that project as it could come to power with people's mandate in the last election, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, all hospitals at union, upazila and district levels were upgraded by increasing the number of beds and procuring medical equipment. Now people get better medical services at their doorway, she said.


Seeking people's support to continue the present development works, the Prime Minister urged them to give vote for Awami League in the coming general election.

Gazipur, October 31, 2013

Govt to provide everything for building a modern air force: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said that Bangladesh Air Force would be provided with everything necessary for its modernization.


"As the head of the government I have given the air force as much as possible according to my capabilities. I will do everything necessary for building a modern air force in future Insha Allah," she said.


The Prime Minister said this while addressing a "darbar" of the members of Bangladesh Air Force at BAF Base Bashar in Dhaka Cantonment here this morning.


Chief of Bangladesh Air Force Air Marshal Enamul Bari also spoke on the occasion.

Sheikh Hasina also urged the members of the air force to keep themselves always ready to face any threat for protecting the holy constitution that means continuation of democracy.

"You will have to keep yourselves always ready by remaining united for protecting the sovereignty of the country," she said.


"It is my belief that you would enhance your reputation gradually on the world stage by brightening the image of the homeland through your own consideration, professional skill and dutifulness," she said.


The Prime Minister said the main driving force of the air force is faith in leadership, mutual trust, sympathy, brotherhood, dutifulness, responsibility and discipline.


"I have firm belief that the members of Bangladesh Air Force would work with utmost integrity to accomplish their responsibility by maintaining these virtues," she said.


She said: "It is your responsibility to take all possible measures to keep moral strength of the members of the air force high. It is also your responsibility to uphold the hopes and aspirations of all members of the force."


Paying rich tributes to Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Sheikh Hasina said despite financial constraints of the war-ravaged country, the father of the nation had taken initiatives for building an efficient and allround air force after independence.

"Bangabandhu established a number of important establishments for the air force within very short time and procured arms and ammunition from abroad," she said.


In its continuation, she said, her government has undertaken effective plans to build the air force capable of facing challenges of the 21st century. 
"We have already taken massive programmes for modernization as well as physical infrastructure development and implementation of welfare-oriented activities of the air force," she said. 


Sheikh Hasina said 16 fighter planes from China and three Mi- 171 helicopters were inducted in the air force in 2010-11 fiscal year.


She said one surface to air missile system, the first of its kind, was added to the air force in 2011.

The Prime Minister said the government has inked a deal with China to purchase nine jet trainer aircraft. "The signing of agreement with Russia for buying 24 advanced jet trainer aircraft and five Mi- 171 helicopters under the state credit is under process," she said.


Sheikh Hasina said a process for procuring two maritime search and rescue helicopters and basic transport trainer aircraft is underway.


The Prime Minister said the government in 2010-11 and 2011- 12 fiscal years signed deals to buy four air defence radars for the air bases Paharkanchanpur, Beershreshtha Motiur Rahman and Moulvibazar as well as southeastern region and the special economic zones in the Bay of Bengal.


Sheikh Hasina said the government has raised the retirement age of the air force pilots to utilize their experiences and skills for the country effectively. "We have also re-fixed job tenure of the air force troops keeping consistency with their ranks," she said.


She said the construction work of Bangabandhu Aeronautical Centre at BAF Base Bangabandhu is at the final stage. Besides, she said, proposals for establishing a number of new units for the air force is under process.


Sheikh Hasina said the work setting up a overhauling plant for F-7 fighter planes is underway, while a tender for establishing a overhauling plant for Mi series helicopters has been floated in the light of the Forces Goal-2030. 


The Prime Minister said the members of the air force are playing an important role in rescue operation including tackling natural disasters side by side with protecting the country's independence and sovereignty.


Sheikh Hasina said united efforts of army, navy and air force are a must to protect the country from the external enemy. "So various development works for modernization of the army and navy have been completed side by side with the air force," she said.

Dhaka, October 30, 2013


PM regrets opposition leader's stance for hartal, killing people

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today expressed her deep regret for loss of lives and damage to state and common people during 60 hours shutdown enforced by the opposition this week.


"I humbly ask the Opposition Leader what she gained from the shutdown except the loss of 20 lives, crippling of many people and pushing many families into darkness," she said. 


"Will she continue such killing and play game with the people"? Sheikh Hasina asked. 


The Prime Minister said this in her introductory speech in a meeting with the leaders of Awami League's Dhaka City unit and surrounding districts to chalk out programmes to observe Jail Killing Day on November 3.
Awami League will arrange a grand rally at Suhrawardy Uddyan on November 3 marking the day.


Presidents, general secretaries of different AL units of Dhaka, Munshiganj, Manikganj, Gazipur, Narayanganj, Narsingdi and parliament members of the areas attended the meeting.

Pointing out her telephone conversation with the Leader of the Opposition, the Prime Minister said, "I was never ready to quarrel with her. In the greater interest of the nation, I had to hear many unwarranted things."


"The goal of my telephone call was to create a way of consensus through dialogue. I called upon the opposition leader to withdraw the hartal and sit across the table to reach an agreement to settle the current political situation. But she did not pay heed to my request," Sheikh Hasina said.


"But, I thanked the almighty for showering huge patience upon me to hear those matters. I will expect same power from the almighty in future," she said.


Awami League advisory council member Amir Hossain Amu and Tofail Ahmed, general secretary Syed Ashraful Islam, general secretary of Dhaka city unit Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury Maya, AKM Mozammel Haque, MP, Kamal Ahmed Majumder, MP, Benjir Ahmed, MP, president of Narayanganj city unit Anwar Hossain, president of Munshiganj district unit Golam Mohiuddin, president of Narsingdi district unit Asaduzzaman and general secretary of Munshiganj district unit Lutfor Rahman also spoke on the occasion.

The Prime Minister said, "Every question of Khaleda Zia has answer. But, I wanted to resolve the current political situation through an amicable negotiation. Yet, she was raising old issues giving conditions one after another."


Recalling the memories of the four national leaders, the Prime Minister said, the four national leaders were the key figures who conducted the war of liberation and brought victory for the nation.

Anti-liberation forces brutally killed the four national leaders in the jail after assassination of Bangabandhu as part of their deep conspiracy to destroy the spirit of the liberation war from the country.


Urging the party leaders to work together to foil the conspiracy of the anti-liberation force, the Prime Minister said, Awami League after assuming power in 1996 initiated for restoration of the spirit of the liberation war.


"BNP in collusion with the anti-liberation force is again out to derail the nation from the path of democracy, spirit of the war of liberation and development," she said.

Dhaka, October 30, 2013

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today strongly condemned the recent attacks on journalists and television channels, saying that the people of the country don't like such terrorist acts.

"There is no logic to unleash attacks on the journalists," she said, adding that she would try her level best to save the journalists.


She made the comments when the owners of private TV channels called on her at her official residence at Ganobhaban here tonight.


The owners of the private TV channels under the banner of ssociation of Television Channel Owners (ATCO) came to the Prime Minister to express their concern over the recent attacks on the TV channels by the pro-hartal activists.


PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters after the meeting.

Anjan Chowdhury, Vice President and Shykh Siraj, General Secretary of the ATCO, led the delegation.


The ATCO leaders said that in the past journalists and the vehicles of media houses were exempted from the hartal, but recently the hartal supporters started attacking the journalists.

We are very much worried with the violent acts of the hartal supporters and passing our days in great anxiety, they said.


They thanked the Prime Minister for taking the initiative for holding a dialogue with the opposition for resolving the ongoing "political impasse" over the poll-time government and the next general election by making a phone call to the BNP chairperson.

Talking about the recent telephonic conversation with the opposition leader, the Prime Minister said Begum Zia did not accept her invitation and withdraw the hartal to come for dialogue.
"It is my belief that all problems can be solved through the dialogue," she said.

She also said that no solution will come by unleashing the terrorist activities. 


About the next general election, she said that the government wants a free, fair and acceptable election through the participation of all political parties.


Sheikh Hasina said her government never put pressure on the media. "Media is now free," she said.


She requested the TV channel owners to give more time for broadcasting the development activities of the government that have been taken for the welfare of the people.
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