May 11, 2013

Dialogue offer to opposition leader to continue: PM
Mentioning that her dialogue offer would continue, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina urged Begum Khaleda Zia to join upcoming budget session of parliament and discuss all issues to resolve the country's ongoing 'political impasse'.

"Our dialogue offer to the opposition leader would continue as there is no alternative to discussion to resolve the problem. So, sit for dialogue either in parliament or outside parliament for resolving the current political stalemate," she said.

Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief, said this in her introductory speech at a view-exchange meeting with grassroots leaders of Manikganj district unit of the party at her official Ganobhaban residence here this morning.

The Prime Minister called upon the opposition leader to shun the violent acts and ultimatum and said, "The people have already witnessed your rampage in the recent months and they don't want such mayhem again."

Awami League, she said, has the ability to reply these violent acts but they did not go for any confrontation as they kept patience for the sake of the countrymen. "We want peace, not conflict. So, don't inflict pain to the people by calling hartal," she said.

Referring to the 48-hour ultimatum given by the opposition, Sheikh Hasina said Begum Khaleda Zia is now shattered and aggrieved as her 48-hour ultimatum has failed.

"I invited the opposition leader to sit for dialogue. But she gave the 48-hour ultimatum and said the Awami League won't find the way to flee unless the ultimatum is met," she said.

"So I want to ask the opposition leader who lost the way," she said, adding Awami League always keeps patience. "If there would have been any other party instead of AL, the countrymen could give a befitting lesson to BNP that who finds or loses the way," she said.
AL Presidium Members Begum Matia Chowdhury and Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, Joint General Secretary Jahangir Kabir Nanak and Youth and Sports Secretary Dewan Shafiul Arefin Tutul were present, among others.

AL Organizing Secretary Ahmad Hossain conducted the view-exchange meeting which was convened as part of a series of view exchange meetings with the grassroots-level leaders and workers initiated by the ruling Awami League at the end of the year 2011.

The office-bearers of Manikganj district unit AL, national committee members, lawmakers of the party, administrator of Manikganj District Council, presidents and general secretaries of upazila, thana, union and municipal units and upazila chairmen and vice-chairmen of the party, mayors and councillors of municipalities, chairmen of the union councils and presidents and general secretaries of the associate and like-minded bodies of the Awami League district unit were also present at the meeting.

The Prime Minister said the opposition is unleashing violent acts in the country in the name of hartal to protect the war criminals who committed crimes against the humanity during the war of liberation. 

She said the opposition is killing innocent people, torching and vandalizing public and private property, burning holy Quran, uprooting rail-lines and cutting trees in the name of the shutdown to save the 1971 culprits. "Any Muslim can kill another Muslim by burning?" she questioned.

The Prime Minister said BNP's sympathy for the killers is nothing new as they always showed their impunity to the killers.

She said BNP's founder General Ziaur Rahman had stopped the war crimes trial initiated by Bangabandhu. "General Zia not only halted the trial of the 1971 culprits, he also rehabilitated them in politics by making them ministers and parliament members," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said following the footsteps of General Zia, her wife tried to save the killers of Bangabandhu in different ways. "Begum Zia made Colonel Rashid, a killer of Bangabandhu, leader of the opposition through the 15th February farcical elections, while an accused in the jail killing case was given job to the foreign ministry," she said.

The Prime Minister said BNP had called hartal on the day, the verdict on the Bangabandhu murder case was announced, to protect the killers of the Father of the Nation.

"Begum Zia also handed over the national flags earned in exchange for bloods of three million martyrs to the identified war criminals by making them ministers," she said.

Referring to the dark chapter of terrorism and militancy during the past BNP-Jamaat government, Sheikh Hasina said the country was turned into a sanctuary for terrorists and militants during their rule.

But, she said, the present government had freed the country from that stigma by curbing the social vices with iron hand.

Stressing the need for continuation of democracy, the Prime Minister said rule of law won't be established if democracy does not exist. "Like that development won't be made, if rule of law does not persist," she said.


"We want continuation of democracy and none can grab power unconstitutionally," she added. 

Mentioning that her government believes in the people's empowerment and constitutional rights, Sheikh Hasina said all the elections held in the last four years of the present government were staged in a free, fair and neutral manner.

In this connection, she mentioned that the opposition BNP candidate won in the poura mayoral post in Dupchachia in Bogra on May 8.

The Prime Minister said the government has strengthened the Election Commission so that none can play game with the voting rights of the people. 

Sheikh Hasina illustrated her government's tremendous successes in the fields of agriculture, education, economy, health, information technology, food security and women empowerment.

"When Awami League comes to power, the people get something, but when BNP goes to power, the people get nothing except terrorism, militancy and corruption," she said.

Mentioning that the aim of the government is to ensure welfare of the people, she said her government has made massive development for Manikganj district which was neglected for a long time.

"We constructed a huge number of roads, bridges, schools and colleges and took initiatives for river dredging in the district as we believe in the balanced development of the country," she said.

She urged the party leaders and workers to project the government successes before the people side by side with strengthening the organizations at the grassroots level.

"You will have to work for the welfare of the people by further strengthening the organization," she said.

May 11, 2013

UN hails PM's dialogue offer

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has highly appreciated Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's dialogue offer to the opposition for resolving the current 'political impasse' in Bangladesh as he termed it as 'brave and noble' initiatives.

Visiting Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs of the United Nations (UN) Oscar Fernandez- Taranco conveyed this to the Prime Minister when he called on her at her official Gonobhaban residence here this morning.

Briefing reporters after the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said the UN Secretary General condemned the recent violence in Bangladesh and urged all to maintain peaceful atmosphere in the country.

Laying emphasis on ensuring conducive atmosphere for holding a free, fair and neutral election, Ban Ki-moon said there should not be any pre-condition for the dialogue.

Taranco said Bangladesh is a symbol of cooperation between the UN and other member states.

He also praised the government's rescue operation to retrieve the victims from under the tonnes of rubble of collapsed building at Savar.

In response, the Prime Minister said her dialogue offer to the opposition is 'still valid' despite their ultimatum and violent acts.

"We want to solve all problems through discussion for the sake of democracy," she said, adding desired development of the country is not possible without continuation of democracy.

She said the government has strengthened the Election Commission to ensure people's empowerment and voting rights.

Sheikh Hasina said the President appointed the chief election commissioner (CEC) and other commissioners through a search committee after holding discussion with all political parties.

In this context, she mentioned the holding of over 5636 Elections including 16 by-elections of the Jatiya Sangsad in a free, fair and neutral manner and said no allegation was raised about the results of those elections.

Sheikh Hasina told the UN assistant secretary general that the UN observers are always welcome in Bangladesh to observe the situation here.

PM's Adviser Dr Gowher Rizvi, Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were present.

May 10, 2013
PM congratulates rescuers for retrieving Reshma alive

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today congratulated the rescuers who retrieved Reshma alive 16 days after an eight-storey building collapsed at suburban Savar.

"It's an unprecedented incident," she said minutes after rescuing Reshma ,19, from under tonnes of debris of the collapsed Rana Plaza at about 4.28pm.
Besides, the Prime Minister who personally monitored the total rescue operation from the very first day of the country's worst ever building collapse, also talked to Reshma over telephone and inquired about her wellbeing.

Reshma, hailed from Dinajpur, is being treated at Combined Military Hospital (CMH) here. The attending doctors said that Reshma is now "out of danger".

Reshma, daughter of late Ansar Ali of Kashigari village in Shingra union of Ghoraghat upazila under Dinajpur district, came to Dhaka eight months ago and joined Phantom garment housed at Rana Plaza as swing operator.

May10, 2013
PM visits Reshma at Savar CMH

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina this afternoon visited Savar Combined Military Hospital to see Reshma, who was miraculously found alive under tonnes of concrete rubble 
16 days after an eight-storey building collapsed at suburban Savar.

Sheikh Hasina, who was flown to Savar by an Air Force Helicopter immediately after Reshma was rescued, talked to her (Reshma) at the Savar CMH and enquired her condition from the doctors at the Savar CMH.

Later talking to reporters, the Prime Minister expressed gratitude to Almighty Allah for rescuing Reshma 408 hours after the Rana Plaza collapse. "It is a miracle incident," she said.

She thanked the rescuers to retrieve Reshma under the concrete debris of the Rana Plaza which collapsed on April 24.

She said the trained rescuers comprising Army, Navy, Air Force, Fire Service and Civil Defence, Police, RAB, BGB and Red Crescent have been working round-the-clock with patience and very cautiously.

Sheikh Hasina said the strategy of the rescue operation was to retrieve the last survival safely under the rubble of the collapsed building. "Our strategy has been proved correct with the salvage of Reshma," she said.

The Prime Minister also requested the countrymen to pray for those killed and injured in the building collapse.

State Minister for LGRD and Cooperatives Jahangir Kabir Nanak, Baby Moudud, MP, and GOC of 9 Infantry Division of Bangladesh Army Major General Chowdhury Hasan Sarwardy were present on the occasion.
Earlier, the Prime Minister talked to Reshma over phone from her official Ganobhaban residence. During the conversation, she offered her government's full support to her. 

The rescuers retrieved the 19-year-old Reshma at 4.26 pm under the rubble after 16 days of the worst-ever building collapse tragedy in Bangladesh's history.

"Reshma hails from Dinajpur's Ghoraghat Upazila," Major General Chowdhury Hasan Sarwardy told reporters later.

May 9, 2013

Help students to complete exams: PM urges opposition leader

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the opposition party not to enforce any more hartal on the days of examination to allow the HSC candidates to appear in the remaining examinations in sound mind.

She said the candidates of different examinations this year have already suffered due to frequent hartals, which ultimately brought no result for the opposition but immense sufferings for the students.

So, I will call upon the leader of the opposition not to call any more hatal on the days of examinations, she said.

The Prime Minister said this while receiving the results of this year's Secondary School Certificate (SSC) and equivalent examinations from Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid at her Gonobhaban residence here today.

The Prime Minister extended her thanks to the Education Ministry, officials of the education boards and all concerned for taking the efforts to publish the result within 60 days of the end of the examinations.

After receiving the results of all the 10 education boards including the Madrasa and Vocational ones, the Prime Minister disclosed the result of Dinajpur Education Board through teleconference with the students, teachers and officials.

Secretary of the Education Ministry Dr Kamal Abdul Naser, Director General of Department of Medium and Higher Education and chairman of the education boards were present on the occasion.

Awami League Presidium members Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim and Satish Chandra Roy were also present.

A total of 11,54,778 students out of 12,97,034 successfully came out in this year's SSC and equivalent examinations with 91,226 students securing GPA-5 from the eight general education boards, Madrasa Education Board and Vocational Education Board.

The rate of success is 89.03 percent and it is 2.66 percent higher than the last year's result.

Among the education boards, Rajshahi Board became the best performer with 94.03 percent pass percentage. The pass rate of Dhaka Board is 87.31 percent, 88.48 percent in Chittagong Board, 90.41 percent in Comilla, 88.63 percent in Barisal, 99.62 percent in Jessore, 88.96 percent in Sylhet and 90.60 percent in Dinajpur Board.

The pass rate in this year's SSC (vocational) examination is 81.13 percent while in Madrasa Education Board pass percentage is 89.31 percent.

Among the GPA-5 grossers 52,392 are male students while 38,834 are female students.
Addressing the function the Prime Minister focused on the programmes taken by her government for development of education in the country. She said there is no alternative to build a learned society to make a prosperous nation.

"Our student are meritorious and they proved that they can do better if they get opportunity," she said adding as to why the government has attached importance to education and providing all support including distribution of free text books, scholarships and stipends.

She said the government has made the religious education mandatory to build up the morality of the future generation and equal opportunity for both male and female students.

The Prime Minister said this year a total of 1,33,000 students of secondary and higher education would get scholarship from Prime Minister Education Assistance Fund.

May 9, 2013

PM accuses Khaleda of ordering vandalism
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the Leader of the Opposition is the 'accused of ordering' the vandalism, killing and burning the holy Quran during Hefajat's sit-in in the city on May 5, last. 

"Begum Zia wanted to use the Hefajat and Alems to usurp to power creating a trouble on that day," she said.

The persons responsible for the killings and burning the holy Quran will be identified seeing the video footages and accordingly they will be brought to the book, she said.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, also the president of Bangladesh Awami League (AL), said this in a views exchange meeting with the grassroots leaders of AL Feni district unit at her Gonobhaban residence here today. 

She said, Begum Zia always maintain links with the killers. Being failed to achieve anything from her 48-hour ultimatum, she is now back to her old-fashioned politics of hartal to ruin country's economy and destroy peace and stability.

"You (Begum Zia) have done so many exercises with hartal. Now I will request you to stop it," the Prime Minister said.

Awami League presidium members Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, Satish Chandra Roy, Food Minister Abdul Razzak, State Minister for LGRD and Cooperatives Jahangir Kabir Nanak, president of AL Feni district unit Abdur Rahman, B. Com, general secretary Nizam Uddin Hazari, central Awami League leader and president of Bangladesh Federal Union of Journalists Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury and Jubo League vice president Monjurul Alam Shahin, were present, among others.

The Prime Minister said, "Bangladesh is a land of communal harmony. People of Bangladesh is pious and they are faithful to the religious rights of every people. But, BNP and Jamaat are using religion to reap political benefit. So, they are out to misguide people by giving instigation on religious issues."
In this regard, the Prime Minister pointed out the movement of her party and alliance for restoration of democracy in the past saying, our political activists were never so cruel to people before like Begum Zia. 

"We had also called hartal, but never killed people or destroy public property in this way. But Begum Zia in the name of hartal is killing people everyday," she said adding Begum Zia might be sued for ordering the killings and arsons.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina expressed deep grief over the incident of indiscriminate arson to the holy book Quran, Tasbi, prayer mats and religious books on May 5 last in the city during Hefajat movement.

BNP and Jamaat were undoubtedly involved behind the crime to make the politics troublesome, she said adding such a large number of Quran was not burnt anywhere in the world.

The Prime Minister said BNP and Jamaat are now spreading falsehood on the issue to misguide people. They are unleashing propaganda over death toll and operation of police to disperse the Shapla Chattar occupiers.

"BNP-Jamaat had spread such propaganda after August 21, 2004 grenade attack on me," Sheikh Hasina said urging Begum Zia to give list of the dead, injured persons and their family members to probe her claims.
"How many arms and ammunitions are required to kill 2,500 people in ten minutes and how many people could be injured in such a incident," she said asking "if it's true where the injured persons are now admitted for treatment."

She said, unlike BNP, Awami League is not habituated to kill people and hide the body. It's Ziaur Rahman who has such history of carrying killing spree in the armed forces after taking over power in seventies.

She said all misfortunes and underdevelopments of the country caused from the rule of anti-liberation force and military-backed rulers, which gain ground after the brutal killing of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Bangabandhu initiated the trial of the war criminals. But after his death the process was halted by the military rulers, she said adding "country's politics would face debacle time and again if the war criminals are not punished."

Sheikh Hasina also accused BNP leader of conspiring against democracy and said as a political party grown in the military pocket, she (Begum Zia) can not like democracy.

Terming the Awami League as a party of mass people, Sheikh Hasina said the party had to face huge sufferings to exist. Awami League is the only party which has given most to the people of the country including freedom and own language.

Highlighting the country's successes in the socio-economic areas, the Prime Minister said many of those successes were achieved during the last spell of her government. In this tenure, she said, her government achieved visible progress in the fields of economy, food production, education, healthcare, power generation and other areas.

"Our policy is to earn economic emancipation while BNP wants to make the country dependent in all areas including food production," she said.

About the opposition demand for restoration of the interim caretaker government system for election, the Prime Minister said, the demand of caretaker government derived from the Magura style election.

But, present intention of the BNP leader for the same system is not clear in the backdrop of the bitter experience of the activities of the previous caretaker government and its intimidation on the political parties, students, teachers, professionals, business community and above all Begum Zia and her two sons.

About the development of Feni, the Prime Minister said her government believes in equal development of every region of the country. The government has given due importance to the development of the district despite all Awami League candidates in the district were defeated in last election.

"I do hope that people of Feni will remember the development work that we have initiated there during our present tenure," Sheikh Hasina said urging party leaders to focus on the government successes and work together for party's win in the next general election.
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