PM opens modern neuroscience institute, hospital in the capital

DHAKA, Sept 12: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina here today inaugurated the country's most modern neuroscience institute and hospital urging the doctors to make it a center of excellence through their ceaseless efforts.


Inaugurating the newly constructed 300-bed National Institute of Neuroscience and Hospital at Sher-e-Banglanagar, she said, the institute would play a pioneering role in treatment of neuro patients and research on neurosciences as well as creating more neuro experts in the country.


She told the physicians that- "It is possible to make the hospital as a center of excellence for neuro treatment, study and research if you think it not only as your work place but own organization."


Minister for Health and Family Welfare Professor Dr AFM Ruhal Haq, PM's advisor on health affairs Professor Dr Syed Modasser Ali and State Minister for Health Captain (retd) Dr Mujibur Rahman Fakir, addressed the function.


Principal of Dhaka Medical College and Director of the Institute Professor Dr Qazi Deen Mohammad and Director General of Department of Health Prof. Dr Khandakar Mohammad Sefaet Ullah and Director of National Cardiovascular Institute Prof Abdulah Al Safi Majumder also spoke on the occasion while health secretary M Humayun Kabir was in the chair.


Sheikh Hasina said a large number of people are suffering from neurological complexities in the country due to human induced pollution, dishonesty of a section of people and self-carelessness.


The number is on the rise because of road accidents and many other social problems, she said.
The National Institute of Neuroscience and Hospital will have a six most modern operation theaters, 16-bed ICU, 12-bed HDU, six-bed Recovery Unit and 12-bed post-operative room.


It is equipped with most modern radiology and imaging department, two MRI machine for modern DTI, functional MRI and MECG examination.


The hospital will also have a specialized outdoor department for epilepsy, neurodegenerative and neuro-metabolic and other neuro treatment of children, treatment and rehabilitation of autistic children and facilities of genetic counseling.


Sheikh Hasina said recognizing the importance of a modern neurosurgical hospital in the country the government despite its fund constraint has established the modern hospital at a cost of Taka 240 crore to create proper treatment facilities for the patients.

She said the government is actively considering establishment of medical universities in Chittagong and Rajshahi under public or private initiative.

The revised project proposal for second unit of Dhaka Medical College Hospital will be approved in the next meeting of ECNEC, she said adding the government is also considering creating treatment facilities for common people in the railway hospitals.

She said, the number of neurologist and neurosurgeon is not adequate in the country comparing to population. But, I hope that people would not be deprived of better services if the doctors of the new institute sincerely work," she said.

Repeating her call to the physicians not to concentrate the healthcare services only in the capital or urban areas, she said graduated and trained neurologists and neurosurgeons have to provide services in the rural areas. Doctors have to change their mentality to live in the capital or cities.


She said the present government is making relentless efforts to reach healthcare services to the doorstep of the people. To make this happen the government has so far constructed 13,500 community clinics to provide healthcare services to people from grassroots level, she said.

Listing the government steps taken for development of health sector, she said construction of 1,338 community clinics out of newly designed 1,505 clinics have been completed. Five district- level 100-bed hospital were upgraded to 250-bed and 31-bed hospitals were constructed in nine upazilas.

Around six thousand doctors were recruited newly in government hospitals while promotion was given to the doctors who were deprived of for long time, she said adding the government has also taken steps for appointment of expert physicians in different government hospitals so that people get specialized treatment.

She said the government has increased allocation for health sector and improved health sector helped increase life expectancy of people. Side by side, child and maternal mortality rate dropped remarkably, she said adding international community in several times recognized the success of Bangladesh in health.

Sheikh Hasina said upgradation of 500-bed Mymensingh Medical College Hospital to 1000-bed has been completed while a five- storied building has been constructed to introduce burn-unit and cardio unit in Rangpur Medical College Hospital.


Later, the Prime Minister unveiled a commemorative postal stamp and inaugural cover marking the 30 years of beginning open- heart surgery in the National Cardiovascular Institute. Senior officials of the institute and postal department were present at that time.

#

PM hopes early recruitment of workers from Bangladesh to Malaysia

DHAKA, Sept 12: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina thanked the Malaysian government for the decision to recruit Bangladeshi workers under government to government arrangement and hoped that the process of recruitment would begin soon.

In a meeting with Malaysian minister for human resources Datuk Seri Dr S Subramaniam at her Gonobhaban residence here today the Prime Minister also extended her thanks for the decision to regularise around 2.68 lakh undocumented Bangladeshi workers in Malaysia.

Minister for Labour and Employment and Overseas Employment and Expatriate Welfare Engineer Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain, Ambassador at-Large M Ziauddin, PM's principal secretary Sheikh M Wahid Uz Zaman, PMO secretary Mollah Wahiduzzaman, press secretary Abul Kalam Azad and Malaysian High Commissioner in Bangladesh Norlin Binti Othman were present.

Expressing her satisfaction over existing good relationship with Malaysia, the Prime Minister said the relations are based on a solid foundation and Bangladesh considers Malaysia as a role model for economic development.

However, the Prime Minister observed that the two countries are still far less than the existing potentials. She hoped that Bangladesh would be able to increase her export of quality RMG, pharmaceuticals, ceramics, footwear, jute and leather goods, seafood and agro-based products to Malaysia.

Pointing out the studies of a large number of Bangladeshi students in Malaysia, the Prime Minister requested the Malaysian minister to give them work opportunities in his country once their courses are finished.
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