September 11, 2012

PM asks for boosting food production through cooperative system

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today directed the authorities concerned to take initiatives for boosting production of food as well as its processing and marketing through cooperative system for further development of the country's agriculture sector.


The Prime Minister gave the directives while presiding over the first meeting of the Advisory Council of One House- One Farm Project held at her office this morning.


After the meeting, Press Secretary to the Prime Minister Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters. He said the meeting held detailed discussions on various agenda.


Sheikh Hasina said her government during its previous term initiated the One House-One Farm Project for the uplift of the rural people. "But the past BNP-Jamaat alliance government stopped the project for political vengeance," she said.


The Prime Minister gave necessary directives for smooth implementation of the project.


She also put emphasis on enhancing income through social afforestation as well as well coordination among different organizations to achieve the desired goal.


Sheikh Hasina called for increasing production and export of various food items after necessary processing and packaging against the backdrop of food shortage across the globe.

In this context, she mentioned various programmes of her government including providing soft loan for spice cultivation to infuse dynamism into the rural economy.


She also laid emphasis on becoming self-reliant of different organizations by increasing their own resources instead of depending on government funds.


Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid, Land Minister Rezaul Karim Hira, Forests and Environment Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud, State Minister of LGRD Jahangir Kabir Nanok, State Minister for Youths and Sports Ahad Ali Sarkar, State Minister for Women and Children Affairs Dr Shirin Sharmin Chowdhury were present.


Besides, Chairman of the Privatization Board Dr Mirja Abdul Jalil , Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman, PMO Secretary Molla Waheeduzzaman, Secretary of Cooperatives Division Mihir Kanti Mazumder , eminent economist Dr Abul Barakat and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad, among others, were present.

September 11, 2012

PM for united efforts of Muslim countries to establish world peace

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today stressed the need for united efforts of the Muslim countries for ensuring welfare of the people and establishing world peace.


She expressed this view when Director General of Islamic World Academy of Sciences (IAS) Dr Moneef R. Zou'bi called on her at her office here this morning.


After the call on, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters.


During the meeting, they discussed issues relating to development of the Muslim Ummah.

Moneef invited the Prime Minister to attend the 19th Conference of Islamic World Academy of Sciences (IAS) to be held in Dhaka in May next year as the chief guest.


As many as 56 OIC member states would participate in the conference, the IAS director general said.


Accepting the invitation, Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh is committed to the promotion of Islamic solidarity and cooperation among the member states of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in economic, social, cultural and scientific fields.


She said Bangladesh views that science can be an important vehicle for the Muslim world to transform itself from the backwardness towards modernity.


Sheikh Hasina lauded the contribution of the IAS to the OIC countries in achieving socioeconomic advancement through prudent use of science and technology.


The IAS director general paid rich tributes to Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman for his outstanding leadership. He also recalled the contribution of eminent nuclear scientist late Dr M Wazed Miah to development of science.


Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, Principal Secretary to the Prime inister Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman, PMO Secretary Molla Waheeduzzaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were also present.
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PM greets Bangladesh women cricket team

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today congratulated the Bangladesh women cricket team on their victory over South Africa in the first match of the T20 series.


PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said that the Prime Minister conveyed her greetings to the players, coach and officials of the team for their victory.


Bangladesh beat South Africa by seven wickets in the first match today at Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Dhaka to take a 1-0 lead in the three-match T20 series.
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