October 16, 2012

Durable peace in world is not possible excluding 1.5 billion Muslims: PM
GAZIPUR: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said establishing any permanent and durable peace in the world is not possible excluding 1.5 billion Muslims and there must have proper understanding of the distinct code of their life and culture.

"Proper understanding of the distinct code of life and culture of the 1.5 billion Muslims is essential for real peace and stability of our beloved planet," she told the 26th convocation of the Islamic University of Technology (IUT) here. 

Due to the strong bonding of brotherhood among 57 OIC countries, she said, the world at present, particularly the developed, has realised that a relationship with the Islamic World, based on justice is vital. 

With IUT Vice-Chancellor Prof Dr Imtiaz Hussain in the chair, the function was also addressed by Mehmet Vakur Erkul, Ambassador xtraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Turkey to Bangladesh and Chairman of the Governing Board, IUT. 

Dr. Razley bin Nordin, Director General of Science & Technology, OIC read out a statement of OIC Secretary General Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu at the function, while Dr Ahasan Habib, Registrar of the IUT, delivered the vote of thanks. 

The Prime Minister also called upon the graduates of the IUT to move forward by facing all challenges in the practical field through hard labour. 

"You will have to work for your country's socioeconomic development through the technical knowledge and experiences you acquired," she said, adding, "now, it is your responsibility to expose yourself in front of the real world and work hard to face and win all challenges." 

Sheikh Hasina advised the graduates not to give up hope when they face any obstacles. "You would continue your efforts, as ceaseless endeavours and integrity must bring successes," she said.

"We all need to open our minds and hearts to understand the needs of others, and be willing to compromise and make sacrifice, on the basis of justice and fairness, and thereby, achieve a world of peace and harmony, for our future generations," she added.
The Prime Minister said, "as scientists and technical experts you will have to find out the solutions of various contemporary problems. I believe that IUT has implanted in you the spirit of nation-building, and has given you the mental power to become the guiding lights for others to create a successful world of peace." 

Sheikh Hasina said that the success of IUT largely lies in the achievements of the alumni of IUT. "Remember that the real achievements are hidden not only in personal accomplishments but also in devotion for the large humanity." 

She said the rapid change around us is noticeable today due to the fast pace of globalisation and the instant dissemination of information around the world. 

"Current globalisation is helping the nations of the world to come closer to each other thereby making strong bonding among them." 

However, she said, each change is introducing more new challenges which are difficult to define and identify; because individual countries are meeting the challenges in their own ways. 

"To help adoption of this 'challenge of change' of the world, by the people of Bangladesh, I introduced 'People's Empowerment' resolution in the 66th UNGA session which focuses on freedom and harmony of living and encourages sustainable development," she said. 

She requested all to extend moral supports to accomplish this mammoth task. "In addition, as the goal of our Vision 2021, I especially laid emphasis on women empowerment, particularly focusing on the special support in education, healthcare, jobs business, trade, technology and entrepreneurship of women." 

Greeting all on the occasion of the 26th convocation of the IUT, the Prime Minister said Bangladesh earned the membership of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) under strong leadership of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 

"Bangabandhu believed that the OIC, as an institution, and its member states have a lot to contribute on international peace and security. Further, it is noteworthy that an admirable achievement of collaboration between OIC and Bangladesh gave birth of this unique university," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina thanked the IUT governing body for giving approval to admission of female students to the university two years back. But, she said, the decision is yet to be implemented as there is no female dormitory here. 

"I would like to request the OIC to take effective steps soon to build a female hostel so that girl students of the OIC countries could be admitted to the university," she said, hoping that the future convocation would be more colourful with the participation of women.
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