Dhaka, November 24, 2013
PM for raising awareness of share market investors
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Sunday asked the authorities concerned for taking more programmes to make small and new investors aware about relevant laws and rules of the stock market to minimise their risks. 
“I would like to ask all concerned to take more awareness-raising programmes for the small and new investors in the capital market so that they can understand the risks,” she said. 
Hasina was addressing a function after laying the plaque of foundation stone of Bangladesh Securities and Exchange Commission (BSEC) at the Bangabandhu International Conference Center (BICC). 

Finance Minister AMA Muhith spoke on the occasion as a special guest while BSEC chairman Dr M Khairul Hossain gave the welcome address. 

The 10-storey BSEC building will be built at a cost of TK 43.86 crore to be entirely borne by the BSEC. BSEC and department of Housing and Public Works will implement the project by December 2015. 
Once completed, the building will have some 89,250 square feet space with a multipurpose conference room, state-of-the-art library, a daycare center, a canteen, uninterrupted power supply and solar power. 
Mentioning that a 10-year master plan has been formulated for the development of the capital market as well as to protect the interest of the investors, Hasina said it was often seen that the small investors face problems for lack of knowledge about relevant laws, rules and regulations. 
She said that if the master plan is implemented properly, then it would be possible to avert problems in the future. 
Sheikh Hasina said the government is in the process of implementing a special package to protect the interests of the small investors of the share market. “They’re being given tax-weaving facilities and 20 percent quota while issuing new IPOs,” she said. 
Referring to the creation of a Tk 5,000-crore open-ended mutual fund, ‘Bangladesh Fund’, she said, the face value of the share of all companies and mutual fund has been made Tk 10 one. 
The Prime Minister said the delivery of the dividends and bonus shares has been made mandatory within 30 days of the approval of the board. 
Hasina said the country’s economy has got a firm footing over the last five years due to relentless efforts of her government. The macro economy is now very much stable and its every index is progressing very positively. 
She said Bangladesh’s economy has maintained average annual economic growth of over 6 percent over the last five years despite the whole world was reeling on economic crisis. “Our export earnings will cross US$ 30 billion at the end of this fiscal year.” 
The Prime Minister said her government has taken all necessary steps for interrupted export of readymade garments (RMG) despite many obstacles and conspiracy at home and abroad. “Our remittance is on the rise and reserve of the foreign exchange rose to US$ 17 billion,” she said. 
She said the size of the country’s annual budget has grown up to Tk 2,22,491 crore from Tk 89,000 crore in 2008 while local and foreign investments in both public and private sectors has increased substantially. 
Hasina said steps have already been taken for the demutualisation of the Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) to separate its management from ownership aimed at making its activities transparent and accountable. 
A tribunal has been constituted for the speedy disposal of the cases relating to capital market with setting up surveillance system, she said. 
“These steps have helped make the capital market stable brightening its prospect in the global arena,” the premier observed. 
She also expressed her firm desire to build a hunger- and poverty-free prosperous, middle-income country by 2021 when the country will be celebrating its golden jubilee of independence.
Dhaka, November 24, 2013

PM renews call to opposition to join election
Renewing her call to the opposition to join the next national election, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Sunday urged Khaleda Zia to give names of the MPs for including them in the all-party cabinet, saying that she is ready to offer any Ministry that the opposition leader wants. 
“Only BNP did not join the all-party (election-time) cabinet. The Election Commission is working independently and it is also independent financially. Therefore, I’ll urge the opposition leader to join the election. If there is any doubt about the election, then you (Khaleda) could give names of the MPs who could be placed in the all-party cabinet… you will be given the ministry you want,” she said. 
Hasina, also the president of the ruling Awami League, made observations in her introductory remarks during a view-exchange meeting with the party’s nomination seekers at her official Ganobhaban residence in the afternoon. 
Awami League general secretary Syed Ashraful Islam gave the welcome address on the occasion with senior party leaders present. 
Some 3,000 nomination seekers from across the country joined the meeting, ahead of the upcoming national election. 

The Prime Minister said the nation will have to start from a certain point by holding the next general election in a democratic process as per the Constitution. 
“Elections took place on ad-hoc basis over the last 38 years… we don’t want any more ad-hoc measures for the future generation. We want the election to be held as per the constitutional and democratic process so that our future generation will get a fair, disciplined life.” 
She asked her party leaders as well as the nomination seekers to work unitedly for the sake of the country, it’s people, democracy and constitutional process, as they had done before the national election in 2008, so that none could foil the spirit of the war of liberation. 
The Awami League president said that only then her party will be able to retain office through gaining peoples’ mandate and trust, when the AL leaders and workers will work unitedly for gaining votes for ‘boat’. Whenever there is Awami League in power, people get peace and security. 
“Whoever we give nominations, you’ll have to work blindly for the symbol ‘Boat’, no need to see the candidates,” Hasina said. “If the Awami League participates in the polls with its allies, then some seats would have to be left for the partners of the alliance. You’ll have to accept this and work accordingly,” 
Mentioning that the aspirant candidates of her party this time are much higher compared to 300 seats, the AL president said that nominations would be given based on the opinions of the grassroots leaders and surveys. All the worthy candidates may not get the nomination. 
“You’ll have to keep in mind that the BNP-Jamaat alliance doesn’t want Bangladesh to be built in light with the spirit of the war of liberation. They also do not want the progress that we’ve achieved to continue. We’ve initiated many works and would have to accomplish those.” 
Regarding the all-party polls-time Cabinet, Hasina said the President had told her to make the cabinet smaller and following his advice she had taken steps accordingly. 
She added that the President will now request the Election Commission to announce the election schedule. 
The Prime Minister said that her government has amended the constitution and restored the spirit of the war of liberation so that none could usurp power in future through unconstitutional manner while democracy is upheld and none could play ducks and drakes with the fate of the people. 
She said although the opposition had only 10 percent of parliament seats, she had earlier urged the opposition to take part in the formation of an all-party government and thus join the election because Awami League had always worked for establishing the rights of the common people. 
“Our aim is to ensure the basic and constitutional rights of common people. We want to hold the next election in such a way as practiced in other parliamentary system of democracies so that there is no longer any game over election, so none could grab power through unconstitutional means and foil the democracy. We’re also working to this end.” 
Blasting the BNP-Jamaat alliance government for making fake voter list of 1.23 crore the last time, Hasina said: “Holding free and fair election is our goal as this is our main strength and the main base of people’s empowerment.” 
Accusing the opposition leader for her ‘repeated attempts to save the war criminals’, Hasina said that it was very natural for her (Khaleda) as she doesn’t believe in the war of liberation and also welfare of the people. 
“Trying to protect the war criminals is their (BNP-Jamaat) character. But, I want to make it clear that the trial of the war criminals will be held in the soil of Bangladesh and the verdicts executed.” 
Expressing her firm optimism that Bangladesh would set example in global arena through holding a fair election, the Prime Minister also renewed her resolve to build a hunger and poverty-free, prosperous, middle income country by 2021 in light with the spirit of the war of liberation.
Dhaka, November 24, 2013

PM returns home after performing Umrah
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina returned home tonight from Madinah, Saudi Arabia, after performing holy Umrah.
A special flight of Biman Bangladesh Airlines carrying the Prime Minister and members of her entourage landed at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport at 12.20 am. 

Ministers, advisers to the Prime Minister, chiefs of the three services and high civil and military officials were present at the airport to receive the Prime Minister.

Dhaka, November 22, 2013

PM arrives in Madinah to offer prayers at Prophet's Raoza Mobarak
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina arrived here this evening from Jeddah to offer prayers at the Roaza Mobarak of Prophet Hazarat Mohammad (SM). 
Deputy Governor of Madhina received the Prime Minister on her arrival at Prince Mohammad Bin Abdulaziz International Airport.
Tonight, the Prime Minister will offer prayers at Mosque Nabbi and at the Roaza Mobarak of the Prophet. 
PM's sister Sheikh Rehana, Dr Dipu Moni and PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad are accompanying the Prime Minister. 
Earlier, the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, now in Saudi Arabia on a three-day visit, performed holy Umrah in Mecca on Friday. 
After performing Umrah, the Prime MinIster prayed for peace, progress and prosperity of the Muslim ummah as well as welfare of Bangladesh and its people.
Later, she joined the Jum'a prayers at the Masjidul Haram in Mecca.

Makkah, November 22, 2013

PM performs holy Umrah

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina performed the holy Umrah here today. 
After performing Umrah, she offered munajat seeking continued peace, progress and prosperity of the nation. 
Members of her entourage including her younger sister Sheikh Rehana, Dr Dipu Moni, MP, and PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad also performed Umrah.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina also offered Jumma prayers at Masjid al-Haram here. 
Earlier, the Prime Minister arrived here today on a three- day visit for performing the holy Umrah.

Dhaka, November 22, 2013

PM off to Saudi Arabia to perform Umrah

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina left here tonight for Saudi Arabia on a three-day visit to perform holy Umrah.

A special flight of Biman Bangladesh Airlines carrying the Prime Minister and members of her entourage took off from Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport at 11:55pm. 

Ministers, advisers to the Prime Minister, chiefs of the three services and high civil and military officials were present at the airport. 

The flight is scheduled to reach King Abdul Aziz International Airport in Jeddah at 4.10 am (Saudi time).

A representative of Saudi government and Bangladesh Ambassador in Riyadh Mohammad Shahidul Islam will receive the Prime Minister at the airport.

Dr Dipu Moni, MP, and PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad, among others, will accompany the Prime Minister during her visit. 

After performing the holy Umrah, the Prime Minister will return home in the early hours of Saturday.
Dhaka, November 21, 2013

AL never used armed forces in politicking: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today asserted that the unprecedented development and modernization of the Bangladesh Armed Forces had been accomplished during the tenure of the Awami League government. 

She said, Awami League (AL) never used the armed forces for its political interests. "Rather, the party has done everything required for building an efficient, strong and modern force." 

Addressing a reception organized at Senakunja marking the Bangladesh Armed Forces Day, the Prime Minister said, Bangladesh Armed Forces, radiant with the spirit of the War of Liberation, are a pride for the nation.

Sheikh Hasina said, Bangladesh Armed Forces has earned confidence of the people. The force has set a unique example of patriotism through its relentless stride to protect the independence and sovereignty of the country and carrying out rescue operation during natural disasters and in all internal crisis.

The Prime Minister said, the armed forces acclaimed recognition from international arena for maintaining peace, stability and security. Through discharging their duties with sincerity and devotion, they not only brightened the image of Bangladesh, but also the image of the United Nations. 

She said, the government always made strides so Bangladesh can keep its position in the UN as the largest contributor of the peacekeepers. In view of this, she said, the armed forces are being modernized and necessary diplomatic efforts are going on as well.

Speaker Shirin Sharmin Chowdhury, Chief Justice M Mozammel Hossain, cabinte members, chiefs of three services, members of the Bangladesh armed forces, leaders of different political parties, professionals, diplomats, members of the elite and their spouses attended the reception.

After addressing the audience, the prime minister exchanged pleasantries with the army officials and their family members, diplomats and other guests. She also exchanged greetings with acting secretary general of BNP Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir. 

The Prime Minister congratulated all members of the armed forces on the Armed Forces Day and conveyed her best wishes to them for their continuous progress, peace, happiness and prosperity.

She said, the competence of the Bangladesh Armed Forces is now recognized all over the world. The force is standing on the strong foundation laid by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, she said.

"Bangabandhu had dreamed of a smart and efficient armed force and initiated steps for building a modern armed force despite financial constraints after liberation," the prime minister said.

Following the farsighted path of Bangabandhu, Sheikh Hasina said, her government during its previous and present tenures has taken massive programmes for modernization of the armed forces. As part of the initiatives, reform and modernization of the three services are in progress under Forces Goal-2030, she said.

Referring to the BDR mutiny in 2009, the prime minister said, the government has already completed the trial of the persons involved in the mutiny and murder. There is no second example in the world of the trial of such a big criminal offence has done so properly, she said adding the government never hesitated to bring all the culprits to book.

Referring to the steps taken by her government for overall development of the armed forces, the Prime Minister said, fourth generation tank MBT 2000, armored recovery vehicles, self- propelled gun cannon, different kinds of radar were procured for enhancing operational capacity of the army. 

She said, a composite brigade was established for protection and monitoring the construction work of the Padma Bridge. A new cantonment has been set up in Bandarban and the khas land in the char area of Hatiya in Noakhali was given long term lease to Bangladesh Army. Process is also going on to lease out the Char Carying. 

The Prime Minister said, the government has also taken steps for modernization of Bangladesh Navy and Bangladesh Air Force. The maritime boundary with Myanmar has already been settled through the decision of international court. Steps were taken for settlement of the maritime boundary with India next year, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, the present government has procured two offshore vessels, two large patrol craft, modern C-704 missile, two corvettes, two secretary-class ships and one oil tanker. Two maritime patrol aircraft from Germany and two helicopters from Italy were purchased. Process is going on for acquisition of submarine in the navy.

A new naval base has been inaugurated in Patuakhali while a submarine base is being constructed at Pekua, Cox's Bazar. The old airport in Patuakhali will be handed over to Bangladesh Navy to set up a full-fledged aviation base, she said.

The Prime Minister said, an airbase has been constructed at Cox's Bazar to increase vigilance in the country's southeastern region. Steps were taken to strengthen the air force technological capacity. Bangabandhu Aeronautical Centre is being established to achieve self-reliance in this area, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, the medical services for the members of the armed forces were expanded and improved during the tenure of the present government. Their service age has been increased like civil servants. Projects were taken in Dhaka, Savar, Jessore, Barisal and Patuakhali to enhance the housing facilities of the military personnel.

She said, members of the armed forces are being provided with different gallantry awards, one-time allowance and grants for their good performance and bravery. The ration scale of the members of the armed forces has been elevated.
Dhaka, November 20, 2013

Get ready for polls, PM urges all
Mentioning that the President has entrusted her with the responsibility to run the polls-time cabinet, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Wednesday renewed her call to the opposition leader to join the upcoming parliamentary elections. 
“I’ll again urge the opposition leader to join the election as it will be held in a free, fair and neutral manner. If she has that trust, she should join the election and she might come out the winner,” Hasina said winding up her speech of the 19th session of the 9th parliament, which is supposed to be the last session. 
Calling upon people to take part in the next election spontaneously and thus strengthen the democratic process, the Awami League chief sought votes for her party to carry forward the development works and complete its unfinished tasks. 
She also urged the country’s people to pardon her as well as her party if there is any mistake in running the country over the last five years. 
Referring to her recent meeting with the President, the Prime minister said that she had apprised the President that her party is ready for the election which would be held as per the system practiced in other parliamentary system of democracies across the world. 
Hasina said that the President has suggested her to carry on the responsibilities of the government during the election period. “We’ve then made a smaller cabinet in consultation with the President and the gazette to this end would be issued shortly along with the redistribution of their portfolios (of ministers).” 
She said that the interim government for the election period would be bound to conduct its operations as per the directives of the Election Commission and it will only carry on with routine works instead of taking basic policy decisions. 
“We at least want to start the process in Bangladesh by holding the election through the constitutional process as well as to continue the democratic system.” 
The leader of the House said the Election commission has worked independently during the current government’s tenure and it will hold the next election freely and fairly and the ministries and divisions would be under the EC during the election as well as there would be no transfer of government officials prior to the approval of the EC. 
Extending her thanks to the people of the country for not responding to the recent irrational demand of the opposition and enforcing a series of hartals, Hasina alleged that the opposition is now making sniper attacks and burning people to death as people did not respond to their call. 
“They (opposition) couldn’t perceive that the people are not along with them…the Election Commission will give the polls schedule and Inshallah election would be held on Bangladesh soil and no one would be able to foil the polls,” Hasina told the House. 

Accusing the opposition leader again of making repeated attempts to foil the country’s democratic process, the Premier said, “Does she (Khaleda) want the democratic process not to continue in the country? We’ve bitter experiences….why does she again want the reoccurrence of that incident? Will there be any election if a caretaker government comes? If so, the country’s people will lose their all rights, including the voting rights,” 
“I’ll urge the opposition leader to take part in the election. Those will assume office whom people would cast their votes. We’ve no intention to assume power through vote rigging and we hate this,” she added. 
Referring to her 37-minute conversation with the opposition leader last month, the AL president said that she had phoned Khaleda Zia and extended invitation so that the country’s people get peace. 
The Prime Minister said the 15th amendment to the constitution has been made so that no one could grab power unconstitutionally. “We don’t want changeover of power further through any unconstitutional way…..we want to leave a fair political system before the country’s people.” 
Nothing that her government has strengthened the EC along with introduction of transparent ballot boxes, voter ID cards, the AL chief said that there is no further scope for vote rigging now.
 

Extending her thanks to Jatiya Party, Workers Party for joining the polls-time government, Hasina said, “If the opposition could have come to that government and cabinet, then I would’ve been delighted, at least then they wouldn’t have any doubt regarding the election,” 
“We don’t want to take place any irregularity as because we’ve fought against this and established the parliamentary system of democracy in the country,” she said. 
The Prime Minister said that so far some 5,828 elections at different tiers were held during the tenure of the present government where some 64,060 representatives were elected and the government did not make any intervention on the activities of the EC. 
Regarding the war crimes trial, she sought support and the mandate of people in the next election to complete the trial process. She said the trial of the BDR mutiny and carnage has also been completed as the court has delivered the verdicts in the shortest possible time after the bloody incident took place in February, 2009. 
She claimed that her government has been able to eradicate the bad name of Bangladesh as a militant, terrorist and corrupt state and Bangladesh has now become a country of prospect and a role model in development. 
Expressing her optimism that Bangladesh would turn into a peaceful country in South Asia, Hasina also expressed her firm hope to build a Sonar Bangla by 2021 if democracy, constitutional process and freedom of expression prevail in the country.
Dhaka, November 20, 2013

PM urges countrymen to reelect AL

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today reiterated her call to the countrymen to reelect Awami League to help complete the ongoing development projects as well as to build a hunger and poverty free prosperous nation by 2021.
The Prime Minister made the call while addressing a civic gathering at 'Osmani Hall' ground of Bangladesh Textiles University at Tejgaon in the capital this afternoon. 

The gathering was organized marking the nationalization of Tejgaon Monu Mia High School, which was established in 1974 after the name of eminent labour leader Manu Mia, who embraced martyrdom while participating in the six-point movement.

Presided over by local lawmaker Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, the rally was addressed, among others, by Awami League leaders Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim and Mahbub-ul-Alam Hanif. 

Sheikh Hasina said her government wants peace, development and prosperity of the people and has been working round the clock to this end during the last five years. As a result, the country achieved tremendous development in various sectors, she added.

She said due to various realistic steps of her government the country maintained steady GDP growth during the last couple of years despite global economic meltdown, while employment opportunities have been created for over 90 lakh people and per capital income rose to 1,044 US dollar. 

The Prime Minister said the country's image has been brightened abroad - Bangladesh is not a safe haven of militancy and terrorism now - rather it is now recognized as the role model of development on the world stage. 

Her government, she said, has removed the scarcity of water in Dhaka city and electricity shortages across the country. Bangladesh has achieved the capability of 10,000 megawatt of electricity generation this month, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said her government implemented various infrastructure developments, including a number of flyovers and overpass, to reduce traffic congestion and Hatirjheel for increasing the scenic and aesthetic beauty of the city as well as to create entertainment facility for the city dwellers.

She said as part of its election pledge, her government reached internet connections up to union level. Three crore people are now using internet, and the livelihood of the people become easier as they are getting many services through internet.

Referring to the adoption of a time befitting education policy, the Prime Minister said her government is providing free textbooks up to secondary level and providing stipends to 1.19 crore students for the spread of education.
She said with the introduction of Primary School Certificate -PSC and Junior School Certificate-JSC examinations, the fear of the students about public examinations were removed. As a result the percentage of unsuccessful students dropped below 10 percent now, she added.

Sheikh Hasina criticized the opposition leader for rejecting her request of not calling hartal during the examinations of school students. The opposition is enforcing series of hartal from the first day of JSC examination to destroy the academic life of students, she said.

Earlier, the Prime Minister announced the nationalization of Shahid Monu Mia High School, inaugurated the Burn Unit of National Institute Cardiovascular Disease Hospital and laid the foundation stones of academic building of Sher-e-Bangla Model Women College and Madhubag Community Center.

Dhaka, November 20, 2013

Shun violence, join work, PM to RMG workers

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the agitating garment workers to join the work by shunning the violent acts in the name of wage hike.

"I would like to tell the apparel sector workers to go to work and boost production. Otherwise they will have to return home with empty hand by loosing the job due to their excessiveness and if the factories are closed and orders are cancelled or go to other countries," she said.

The Prime Minister added the workers should realize this situation in the greater interest of the sector.

Sheikh Hasina said this while addressing as the chief guest at a function arranged on the occasion of handing over of the National Export Trophy 2010-11 at Osmani Memorial Hall here this morning.

Commerce Minister GM Quader, Commerce Secretary Mahbub Ahmed and FBCCI President Kazi Akram Uddin Ahmed also spoke at the function, while Vice-Chairman of Bangladesh Export Promotion Bureau Shubhashis Bose delivered the welcome address.

The Prime Minister said this time is very crucial for the garment sector as X-mas is knocking the door. "We will have to catch the market of the X-mas. If we fail to do that, the buyer would not give any order," she said.
She said it would affect the country's entire garment industry including four million workers. "I don't know whether the pockets of some labour leaders would be heavier or not, but I can surely say that the workers will be worst losers," she said.


Pointing out the government's initiatives to increase the wages for the RMG workers in the last four years, she said that the wages have been increased twice during the period.

"When we assumed office in 2009, the minimum wages for the RMG workers was Tk 1600 only. At that time, we took initiative to increase it and made it Tk 3000," she said.
In this connection, she said that the RMG owners were not ready to pay the increased wages and she forced them to do so. "I worked as the bargaining agent for the workers. The owners agreed to pay enhanced wages, but instead they took several facilities from the government," she said.
The Prime Minister said this time, she again forced the RMG owners to pay the minimum wages as Tk 5300 as the wage commission fixed it.

Stressing the need for building a cordial relation between the owners and the workers, she asked the owners to introduce counseling for the workers that would bring a good result for all.

Sheikh Hasina said the readymade garment sector will have to be protected as life and livelihood of 40 lakh rural workers are dependent on it. 

"Not only the country's economy, life and livelihood of 40 lakh rural workers are also dependent on it," she said.

The Prime Minister said the country's apparel sector has climbed to second place in the world thanks to hard labour of the public and private sector.

"We could take the country's economy to a new height with the united efforts of the public and private sectors," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said the Awami League government has been taking necessary initiatives for expansion of trade and commerce. 

"I always say the businessmen will do business, while the responsibility of the government is to provide assistance to them. We have been doing this work for the last five years," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the entrepreneurs of Bangladesh are labourious and talented. "You have already proved your capability of sustaining in the competition with entrepreneurs of any country," she said.

The Prime Minister said her government has been able to maintain the positive trend of socioeconomic indexes for the last five years with united efforts of all. "It might have better had the opposition not created disorder by enforcing illogical hartal," she said.

Despite that, she said, the government has been able to maintain over 6 percent GDP growth. The foreign currency reserve has crossed 17 billion US dollars.

Sheikh Hasina said per capita income rose to US $1044 from US $630 in 2008. "As many as five crore poor people have been elevated to middle class," she said, adding Bangladesh won the South South Award for its success in poverty reduction. 
The Prime Minister said her government has undertaken the trade liberalization policy for expanding the trade and commerce in the country. 

She said a five-year (2011-15) import-export policy has been framed, while various strategies have been hammered out for raising export.

Sheikh Hasina said the country's average annual export has raised at a rate of 16 percent by facing various negative situation including the global economic recession and reduction of demand in the developed world market. 

She said Bangladesh's export surged to 27.03 billion US dollars from $ 15.57 billion due to united efforts of all.

Later, the Prime Minister distributed National Export Trophy for 2010-11 among 47 enterprises in recognition to their contribution to the country's export and trade.

Of the trophies, 20 enterprises got gold medals, 15 bagged silver and 11 got bronze, while another gold trophy went to the highest export earner.

Dhaka, November 20, 2013

PM vows again to build hunger, poverty-free Bangladesh

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today reiterated her firm determination to build a hunger and poverty- free Bangladesh by 2021.

"We want to build a hunger and poverty-free Sonar Bangla as dreamt by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. We want to reach the fruits of independence to the doorsteps of the people," she said.


The Prime Minister said this while inaugurating nine development projects of Chandpur district through videoconferencing from Gonobhaban this morning.

The projects included a 160-MW combined cycle power plant, Hymechar Protection Embankment, Chandpur Irrigation Protection Embankment, Jahmjhamia Bridge, Chandpur Regional Passport Office and newly-constructed building of Chandpur Press Club.

She also laid the foundation stones of three new projects to be implemented in the district. These included a coast guard station and Marine Technology Institute.


The Prime Minister reiterated her commitment to provide electricity to every house of the country if her party is voted to power again in the next general elections.

She also pledged to nationalize a college and a high school in every upazila and set up a central mosque with modern facilities in each district and upazila headquarters of the country.

Terming her government as people-friendly, Sheikh Hasina said the country has achieved tremendous progress over the last five years as her government implemented various projects for the welfare of the people.

In this regard, she mentioned the stunning development in the sectors of agriculture, power, health, education, ICT and infrastructure sectors.

The people are now getting the benefits of the initiatives of her government, she said.
Referring to the inauguration of various projects in Chandpur from Gonobhaban through videoconferencing, the prime Minister said it has proved that Bangladesh has much advanced in the IT sector.

Sheikh Hasina urged the people to cast their vote for Awami League and help maintain the democratic trend and ongoing development.

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Chandpur District AL President Dr Shamsul Haque Bhuiyan and AL central leader Sujit Roy Nondi also spoke through videoconferencing from Chandpur.

Communications Minister Obaidul Qader, Prime Minister's Advisors HT Imam and Dr Towfiq-e-Elahi Chowdhury were present, among others, at Gonobhaban.

Taltali, Barguna, November 19, 2013

Khaleda won't be allowed to play with people's fate: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the leader of the opposition wants to play with the coming election but she would not be allowed to do so.

"Awami League believes in right to vote. The Election Commission is completely independent. So, the coming polls will be free, fair and neutral," she asserted while speaking at a huge public rally at Taltali High School ground here.

"So far, a total of 6000 polls were held across the country in a free, fair and neutral manner but none could raise any allegation against these polls. Some BNP candidates also won the elections. But, she (opposition leader) remarked that the polls were not fair," Sheikh Hasina said posing a question to the BNP chairperson as to how her party candidates could win the polls. 

"I want to raise a question whether you committed 'duinambari' (manipulation) in the polls," the Prime Minister said.

Sheikh Hasina, also president of the Awami League, said, "The opposition leader wasborn in Shiliguri of India, not in Bangladesh, and for this reason, she has got no love, affection and inclination for the country and its people. She has been indulging in various ill activities. She has been setting fire to the holy Quran and mosques. Allah will try her for this one day."

The Prime Minister said, "I telephoned her for resolving the crisis in talks but she turned down my offer. On the contrary, she enforced hartal that claimed lives of 20 people. What was their crime? She killed people by torching them but didn't even feel any obligation to visit the burn injured people groaning in severe pains in the hospitals. She is also a mother of children. How could she indulge in such activities?"

"Sheikh Hasina knows how to tackle any crisis. Inshallah, We will do the same. There shall be trial of these killings one day. We are determined to do that. We will not let anybody to play with the fate of the people of Bangladesh," the Prime Minister said. 

Sheikh Hasina said though she requested the opposition leader not to ruin the lives of millions of children by giving call for hartal during the JSC and Primary Terminal examinations, the BNP- led opposition enforced countrywide non-stop hartal one after another to push the future of the students into utter uncertainty.

"I think she (opposition leader) does not like our children to become literate . . . become successful in their examinations," the Prime Minister said adding, "She has taught both her sons the lessons of murders, corruption and money laundering." 

She alleged that the only work the BNP-Jamaat combine knows the acts of destruction and push the country on the verge of ruination and they are resorting to killing and anarchy only to save the war criminals.

The Prime Minister said, "The verdict in Bangabandhu Killing Case has been executed. The verdict in the BDR Mutiny has also been handed down. The International Crimes Tribunals have been delivering the verdict against the war criminals. Whatever might be her efforts, the opposition leader can't be able to save the war criminals. We will free the nation from an age-old stigma by completing the trial of the war criminals."

The Awami League president said, "Awami League believes in democracy and the people's fundamental rights including their right to vote. We have brought amendment to the constitution so that none could play with the people's fate anymore following assumption of the state power by violating the constitution."

"We are working relentlessly as we want to free the people from the curse of poverty ensuring their better life. We want their children to be raised as real human beings," the Prime Minister said urging her huge audience to give their mandate in favour of Awami League again in the next election to help her government to complete its unfinished tasks.

Sheikh Hasina also highlighted various development activities conducted by her government over the past five years of its tenure for the people's welfare.
The Prime Minister said the southern region of the country was underdeveloped in the past but her government has undertaken extensive development initiatives for reaching the fruits of progress and prosperity to the dwellers of the region. 

Taltali Upazila unit Awami League organised the public rally with its president Fazlul Huq Mazumdar in the chair. The rally was also addressed, among others, by Shipping Minister Shahjahan Khan, AL joint general secretary Mahbub-ul-Alam Hanif, information and research affairs secretary Advocate Afzal Hossain and Dhirendra Debnath Shambhu, MP.

Kalapara, Patuakhali, November 19, 2013

PM opens Paira Bandar, lays foundation of new naval base

The much- awaited seaport in the country's southern region, Paira Bandar, today started its journey ushering in a new hope for the country's export-import business and overall economy.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the country's third seaport and first of its kind after independence at Ramnabad Channel under Kalapara upazila here this morning.
"Today a new seaport after independence launched its journey. So it's a day of great pleasure for the country, particularly the people of the southern region," she said after inaugurating the seaport.

On the occasion, the Prime Minister also laid the foundation stone of a modern full-fledged naval base "BNS Sher-e-Bangla" with aviation facilities.

The port, once come to full operation, mother vessels witheight to ten metre drafts will be able to anchor helping loading and unloading of goods more quickly than Chittagong port, which now handles country's 92 percent export and import.

Later, the Prime Minister in a cruise on BNS Surma from Tiakhali jetty visited "BNS Sher-e-Bangla" at Ramnabad Channel, 316 km from the Chittagong Port and 340 km from the capital.

Sheikh Hasina hoped that the Paira Seaport would create a new horizon in the country's import- export business and goods transportation.

Centering on the port, she said, new industries, LNG terminal, coal yard, shipbuilding industries and other installations would grow up in this region.

"It will boost up communications, employment and local trade and businesses improving the living standard of the people," she said.

Shipping Minister Shajahan Khan presided over the meeting while State Minister for Water Resources Mahbubur Rahman, Whip and Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on ShippingMinistry Noor-e-Alam Liton Chowdhury, Chief of Naval Staff Vice Admiral M Farid Habib, Chairman of Paira Port Authority Rear Admiral Nizam Uddin Ahmed and Shipping Secretary Syed Manzurul Islam spoke, among others, on the occasion.

The Prime Minister said her government has already passed the "Paira Port Authority Act 2013" and constituted an authority to this end. She called upon all to come forward to turn this port into a full- fledged and modern seaport.

Sheikh Hasina said, a shipping and maritime culture is growing up in the country as per the IMO convention. "The government is pledged-bound to build a strong maritime sector in coordination with different port authorities, Bangladesh Navy, Bangladesh Coast Guard and public-private shipping sectors as well," she said.

After the inauguration, the Prime Minister visited wheat unloading activities of the port.

The Prime Minister said her present government after taking office in 2009, has adopted a coordinated working plan for modernization of the naval force and acquisition of submarine, aircraft and new vessels.

"It's crucial to construct a full-fledged base for modernization of naval force. Today, this plan has been materialized through laying the foundation stone of the BNS Sher-e-Bangla," she said.

Sheikh Hasina hoped that the new naval base would play a significant role in providing security to Paira Port as well as protecting marine resources and checking environment pollution.
Besides, she said, the naval base would be able to conduct regular operation against the pirates in the Sundarbans and its adjoining areas. As a result, extracting huge marine resources in the whole southern region would be easy and safe.

The Prime Minister said naval and submarine operation could be launched from this naval base as it is situated in the middle of the coastal region.

"The government has given an approval for acquisition of 200 acres of land for the naval base," she said adding, "work for acquisition of another 300 acres of land is going on for naval aviation and submarine operations."

The Prime Minister said under the Forces Goal-2030, a development plan for the navy has been chalked out. "The plan includes expansion of naval commands, up-gradation of ranks, setting up of naval bases, replacing of old ships and induction of new ones," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said agreements have already been signed with China to procure two submarines and two corvettes by 2015.

"We would build a capable and modern three-dimensional navy for the future generation Insha Allah," she said.

On her arrival at Kalapara, the Prime Minister was received by Chief of Naval Staff Vice Admiral M Farid Habib and Chairman of Chittagong Port Authority (CPA) Rear Admiral Mohammad Nizam Uddin Ahmed.

Institute of Water Modelling (IWM) has already completed a techno-economic feasibility study (TEFS) including environmental impact assessment (EIA) for development of Paira Seaport.

According to the study over Taka 15,000 crore would be spent for construction of the complete infrastructure of the port in 10 years.

Dhaka, November 17, 2013
Opposition would join polls, hopes PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today expressed the hope that the opposition would join the next elections and the people would exercise their voting rights.

"The next elections would be free, fair and credible and I hope that the opposition would participate in the polls and the people would freely exercise their voting rights," she said.

The Prime minister expressed this hope when visiting US assistant secretary of state for South and Central Asian Affairs Nisha Desai Biswal called on her at her official Ganobhaban residence here this afternoon.

After the hour-long meeting, PM's Deputy Press Secretary Bijan Lal Dev briefed reporters. 

The Prime Minister said her government has been working relentlessly to further strengthen democracy. "We want to further strengthen democracy and our stride has been reflected in the all elections held during the last five years of our tenure," she said.

Sheikh Hasina mentioned that 5,828 elections were held in different tiers in the last five years and 64,060 public representatives were elected through the polls. All the elections were held in a free, fair and neutral manner, and none could raise any allegation about the results, she said. 

The Prime Minister said the all democratic institutions including Election Commission, the National Human Rights Commission and Information Commission are absolutely independent, while media is enjoying full freedom.
"A voter list with photograph has been prepared. So, there is no scope for vote rigging," she said. 

The Prime Minister said the EC is now very much capable of holding any elections and its capability has been proved in the last five years.

Stressing the need for maintaining democratic process, Sheikh Hasina said development would not be sustained without democracy.

About the suspension of the Genralised System of Preference (GSP) facilities by the US government, the Prime Minister said the decision has affected a lot the downtrodden people of Bangladesh.

"The decision is giving punishment to the poor workers," she added.

Sheikh Hasina urged the US government to pursue its business community to hike the prices of Bangladeshi garment products. "It would help facilitate the Bangladeshi garment owners to increase wages," she said.

Mentioning raising the wages for the garment workers to Taka 5300 from 1600 in the last five years, she said: "Our party, politics and ideology are for the downtrodden and we are striving to improve the condition of poor people."

"That's why we pursued the garment owners to raise wages for the workers," she added.

Pointing out the much-talked TICFA agreement with the USA, the Prime Minister said the deal has already been okayed. A delegation from Bangladesh would visit the USA soon to this end, she said.

Highlighting her government's various steps for developing the country further, the Prime Minister said: "My only aim is to ensure welfare of the people."

She stated that poverty has declined to a great extent in the last five years, while the country has maintained over six percent GDP growth thanks to various pragmatic steps of the government.

Laying importance on regional cooperation, the Prime Minister said her government has been trying to strengthen regional relationship to ensure welfare of the people. 

The US Assistant Secretary of State expressed the hope that free, fair and credible elections would be held in Bangladesh to continue democratic process.

She said Bangladesh is a very important country in the region for mutual prosperity and security, saying that the US- Bangladesh partnership is extraordinarily strong and productive.

Nisha Deshai said the trade in the South-East and South Asian region is very important for both the countries as Bangladesh is playing a key role when the global transformation is taking place.

She highly appreciated Bangladesh's stunning success in various sectors during the tenure of the present government, "Tremendous progress has been made in agriculture, research, garment, disaster reduction and socioeconomic fields," she said.

The US Assistant Secretary of State particularly mentioned Bangladesh's astonishing success in the RMG sector. "You are doing unprecedented work united," she said.

She said an young entrepreneurship has been developed in the sector which would bring a new wave for the sector. 

Ambassador-At- Large M Ziauddin, Principal Secretary Shaikh Mohammad Wahid-uz-Zaman and US Ambassador to Bangladesh Dan W Mozena were present at the meeting, among others.

Dhaka, November 17, 2013

PM apprises President of all-party govt

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today apprised President Abdul Hamid of her idea about all-party interim government as few new ministers of the interim government will take oath tomorrow by paying a call on him (the President) at Bangabhaban here this evening. 

"The Prime Minister apprised the President of her plan about forming all-party interim government to run the country before and during election period," Cabinet Secretary M Mosharraf Hossain Bhuiyan told journalists after the one-hour meeting between the President and the Prime Minister. 

The cabinet secretary said the President welcomed the Prime Minister's all-party government idea and wished allout success of the interim government. 

He said some new ministers of the all-party government will take oath from the President at Darbar Hall of Bangabhaban tomorrow afternoon. "I can't confirm you now about the number and names of ministers, who would take oath tomorrow," he said.

However, the cabinet secretary said the size of the interim government will be smaller than the existing cabinet.

Replying to a query, the cabinet secretary said the Prime Minister is still examining the resignation letters of the cabinet members.

The Prime Minister also apprised the President of various outcomes of her recent visit to Sri Lanka.
The Premier went to Sri Lankan capital Colombo on November 14 to attend the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM).

On her arrival at Bangabhaban, the Prime Minister was received by President Abdul Hamid. 

Secretaries and high officials concerned of both the President and Prime Minister's offices were present.

Dhaka, November 17, 2013
Opposition would join polls, hopes PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today expressed the hope that the opposition would join the next elections and the people would exercise their voting rights. 
"The next elections would be free, fair and credible and I hope that the opposition would participate in the polls and the people would freely exercise their voting rights," she said.

The Prime minister expressed this hope when visiting US assistant secretary of state for South and Central Asian Affairs Nisha Desai Biswal called on her at her official Ganobhaban residence here this afternoon.

After the hour-long meeting, PM's Deputy Press Secretary Bijan Lal Dev briefed reporters. 

The Prime Minister said her government has been working relentlessly to further strengthen democracy. "We want to further strengthen democracy and our stride has been reflected in the all elections held during the last five years of our tenure," she said.

Sheikh Hasina mentioned that 5,828 elections were held in different tiers in the last five years and 64,060 public representatives were elected through the polls. All the elections were held in a free, fair and neutral manner, and none could raise any allegation about the results, she said.

The Prime Minister said the all democratic institutions including Election Commission, the National Human Rights Commission and Information Commission are absolutely independent, while media is enjoying full freedom.

"A voter list with photograph has been prepared. So, there is no scope for vote rigging," she said. 

The Prime Minister said the EC is now very much capable of holding any elections and its capability has been proved in the last five years.
Stressing the need for maintaining democratic process, Sheikh Hasina said development would not be sustained without democracy.
About the suspension of the Genralised System of Preference (GSP) facilities by the US government, the Prime Minister said the decision has affected a lot the downtrodden people of Bangladesh.

"The decision is giving punishment to the poor workers," she added.

Sheikh Hasina urged the US government to pursue its business community to hike the prices of Bangladeshi garment products. "It would help facilitate the Bangladeshi garment owners to increase wages, " she said.

Mentioning raising the wages for the garment workers to Taka 5300 from 1600 in the last five years, she said: "Our party, politics and ideology are for the downtrodden and we are striving to improve the condition of poor people."

"That's why we pursued the garment owners to raise wages for the workers," she added.

Pointing out the much-talked TICFA agreement with the USA, the Prime Minister said the deal has already been okayed. A delegation from Bangladesh would visit the USA soon to this end, she said.

Highlighting her government's various steps for developing the country further, the Prime Minister said: "My only aim is to ensure welfare of the people."

She stated that poverty has declined to a great extent in the last five years, while the country has maintained over six percent GDP growth thanks to various pragmatic steps of the government.

Laying importance on regional cooperation, the Prime Minister said her government has been trying to strengthen regional relationship to ensure welfare of the people.

The US Assistant Secretary of State expressed the hope that free, fair and credible elections would be held in Bangladesh to continue democratic process.

She said Bangladesh is a very important country in the region for mutual prosperity and security, saying that the US-Bangladesh partnership is extraordinarily strong and productive.

Nisha Deshai said the trade in the South-East and South Asian region is very important for both the countries as Bangladesh is playing a key role when the global transformation is taking place.

She highly appreciated Bangladesh's stunning success in various sectors during the tenure of the present government, "Tremendous progress has been made in agriculture, research, 
garment, disaster reduction and socioeconomic fields," she said.

The US Assistant Secretary of State particularly mentioned Bangladesh's astonishing success in the RMG sector. "You are doing unprecedented work unitedly," she said.

She said an young entrepreneurship has been developed in the sector which would bring a new wave for the sector. 
Ambassador-At- Large M Ziauddin, Principal Secretary Shaikh Mohammad Wahid-uz- Zaman and US Ambassador to Bangladesh Dan W Mozena were present at the meeting, among others.

Dhaka, November 17, 2013

BNP-Jamaat burning people to death being revengeful: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said BNP and Jamaat-Shibir are burning the people to death as they are not getting any response to their movement from the people.

"Being revengeful, they are killing people by pouring petrol as they are not getting response to their movement from the people," she said, adding there could not be such heinous act than it.

The Prime Minister said the opposition leader is not happy only these heinous acts, she is also provoking Jamaat-Shibir to unleash more terrorist acts.

Sheikh Hasina said BNP, Jamaat-Shibir and Hefajat nexus cut thousands of trees and burnt hundreds of copies of the holy Quran on May 5-6 last. There was no example of burning of such huge number of copies of the holy Quran in the past, she said. 

She also posed a question that how a Muslim can kill another Muslim by burning? Have they not any kindness?

The Prime Minister said this while addressing a meeting of leaders of Ahle Sunnat Al Jamaat at her official Ganobhaban residence here tonight.

Khatib of Jamiatul Falah Mosque in Chittagong Principal Jalaluddin Al Quaderi, Peer of Maizbhandari Darbar Sharif in Chittagong Syed Saifudddin Ahmed Al Hasani, Secretary General of Islamic Front Maulana MA Matin, Peer of Chittagong Agrabad Darbar Sharif Allama Hafez Saifur Rahman Nizami, Chairman of Islami Oikya JoteHafez Maulana Ziaul Hasan, Chairman of Gausia Committee, Bangladesh Alhaz Pyar Mohammad, Allama Farid Uddin, Maulana ANM Masud Hossain, Shaikhul Hadith Maulana Moinuddin Ashrafi of Chittagong, Maulana Abu Sufian Abedi Al Quaderi also spoke on the occasion, among others.
Awami League Advisory Council Member Tofail Ahmed, Presidium Members Obaidul Quader and Kazi Zafarullah, General Secretary Syed Ashraful Islam and Religious Affairs Secretary Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah were present on the occasion.

Terming Islam as a religion of peace, the Prime Minister said a vested quarter is defaming the image of Islam by unleashing terrorism and militancy in the name of Islam.

Sheikh Hasina said preaching and expansion of Islam was made on the basis of Sufism, adding Sufism got the highest popularity in the region.

Highlighting various steps of her government for the welfare of Islam, the Prime Minister said Awami League always work for the welfare of the holy religion when it comes to power.

In this regard, she recalled the contribution of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who established Islamic Foundation, Madrasa Board as well as allocated land for Bishwa Ijtema at Tongi.

Sheikh Hasina said her government in its previous tenure introduced mosque-based education and brought all district and upazila offices Islamic Foundation under the revenue sector. 

She said her present government renovated and developed the National Mosque Baitul Mokarram.

The Prime Minister said the government introduced training for the Imams and Muajjins while a trust fund has been formed for their welfare.

Besides, her government has made religious education compulsory in the new Education Policy to develop the students with strong moral values, the Prime Minister added.
Dhaka, November 16, 2013

How much blood Khaleda needs to quench her thirst: PM

Accusing the opposition leader of killing innocent people in the name of hartal, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today asked how much blood she needs to quench her thirst.

"The opposition leader is not happy over the way she unleashes violent and destructive acts. She wants more destruction and anarchy. She needs more blood," Sheikh Hasina said.

"I don't know how much blood of the people would satisfy her thirst. I want to ask her how much blood of people she would take," she added.
Sheikh Hasina said this while handing over cheques to the victims of Jamaat-Hefajat mayhem at Fatikchhari in Chittagong on April 11 last at Ganobhaban here this afternoon.

The Prime Minister urged the people to be united against the evil forces, saying that they do not want development of the country. "They want dead bodies," she said.

She said the evil forces do not want to see Bangladesh as an independent country. They in the past patronized the killers and war criminals and they now want those elements to come to power, she said. 

The Prime Minister said the opposition being vengeful is burning the people to death. From the children to toiling people none could escape their wrath.

Urging the opposition to refrain from destructive acts in the name of hartal, Sheikh Hasina said there is no public involvement in their movement.

"You think people will applaud you for your destructive and violent acts. But I think people are rejecting such anarchy with hatred," she said.
The Prime Minister said the opposition are killing innocent people in the name of hartal. They cannot do other things and they are killing people through surreptitious (choragopta) attacks, she said.

She said BNP does not believe in democracy, it believes in terrorism. 

About her dialogue offer to the opposition leader, the Prime Minister said she requested her to sit for discussion in the interest of the people and country.

"The way she turned down my proposal is not decent and it is not a political language. She told me that she won't sit with me," the PM said.

She said Bangladesh was turned into a country of terrorism and militancy during the five-year rule of the BNP-Jamaat government. "The BNP-Jamaat wants to take the country back to that black chapter," she said.

Reiterating her firm determination to hold the next election as per the constitution, the Prime Minister said the next polls will be held the way other democratic countries stage elections.

"We want democratic and constitutional trend to continue. The people do not want to see an ad hoc government hold polls," she said.

Sheikh Hasina urged the media to help identify the criminals who are unleashing violence in the name of hartal.

The Prime Minister strongly condemned the Fatikchhari mayhem of Jamaat-Hefajat and called upon the leaders and workers of her party to be united so that such acts do not recur.

Earlier, Sheikh Hasina handed over cheques to 202 victims of Fatikchhari mayhem.

Three Awami League men were killed and at least 200 others injured when Jammat-Shibir and Hefajat-e-Islam attacked an anti-hartal procession of Bangladesh Chhatra League and Jubo League and at Kazirhat under Bhujpur of Fatikchhari upazila in Chittagong on April 11 last.

Three deceased AL men were Forkan, 24, Md Rubel, 22, and Faruk Iqbal Bipul, 40.

Around 100 vehicles, including motorcycles, jeeps, pick-ups, a police van and a truck were torched in the hour-long mayhem. At least 15 police personnel, four firefighters and two BGB men were among the injured.

ATM Peyarul Islam, AL leader and ex-chairman of Fatikchhari upazila, later told reporters that they had brought out the "motor procession to protest the April 11 shutdown enforced by Shibir."

Colombo, November 15, 2013
Sri Lanka offers land to Bangladesh for jute cultivation

Bangladesh has received a request from Sri Lanka on jute cultivation in its northwestern province Puttalam where Colombo assured of giving long-term lease of lands.

The request came in a meeting between Sri Lankan President Mohinda Rajapaksa and Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina here today. 

Sheikh Hasina is now in Colombo to attend Commonwealth Heads of Governments Meeting (CHOGM).

The Prime Minister expressed Bangladesh's interest in extending cooperation in cultivating unused lands in the down-south and east and producing diversified agri products like jute, rice, vegetables, etc, PM's press secretary Abul Kalam Azad said while briefing reporters after the meeting.

Sheikh Hasina said considering the shortage of agriculture workers and high costs of agricultural inputs in Sri Lanka, the private sector of Bangladesh may find it attractive to invest in Sri Lanka's agricultural sector. 

Both the leaders mentioned similar collaboration in the fisheries sector in the north of Sri Lanka, saying the Bangladesh private sector can restore a huge number of dilapidated waterbodies there for fish culture. 
The Prime Minister extended her sincere thanks to the Sri Lankan President for excellent arrangement of the CHOGM and inviting her to the meeting. 

Azad said both the leaders discussed various issues related to bilateral interests and ways of strengthening cooperation on several areas such as health, culture and education. 

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh authorities are actively considering a request of President Rajapaksa to donate "Sacred Hair Relic of Lord Buddha" to put the holy symbol on exhibition in Sri Lanka. 

She said Bangladesh has always been consistent in supporting Sri Lanka's fight against terrorism and insurgency. "Bangladesh views end of armed conflict as a welcome development for entire region," she said. 

Extending congratulations on holding provincial council election in the Northern Province after 25 years, the Prime Minister opined that it could be the beginning of Tamils' participation in the country's political process.

She expressed her firm conviction that greater efforts towards political settlement and reconciliation would lay the foundation of trust and confidence- building among communities and minority groups and enquired about Sri Lankan plans towards reconciliation initiatives. 

President Rajapaksa thanked Sheikh Hasina for attending the CHOGM-2013 despite her extreme preoccupation at home due to the next general elections. 

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin and Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid-uz-Zaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were present. 
Later, the Prime Minister in a meeting with her New Zealand counterpart John Key at Bandaranaike Memorial International Conference Hall expressed the hoped that the Commonwealth would advocate and promote the interests of developing countries. 

She also hoped that the CHOGM-2013 could be an important input to the ongoing international discourse on post-2015 Development Agenda.

Sheikh Hasina opined that the Commonwealth needs to remain engaged with Fiji in the coming years as it looks forward to election in September 2014. 

The Bangladesh Prime Minister also called for continued engagement of the good offices of the Commonwealth secretary general with the Maldives for consolidation of democratic institutions in this country.

Dhaka, November 14, 2013

PM off to Colombo to attend CHOGM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina left here today for Colombo on a two-day official visit to attend the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM)-2013.

The three-day CHOGM begins in the Sri Lankan capital tomorrow morning.

A special flight of Biman Bangladesh Airlines carrying the Prime Minister and her entourage took off from Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport (HSIA) at 2.10 pm.

Deputy Leader of the House Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, LGRD and Cooperatives Minister Syed Ashraful Islam, Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister Muhammad Faruq Khan, Railway Minister Mujibul Haque and PM's Advisor HT Imam were present, among others, at the airport to see the Prime Minister off.

Besides, Cabinet Secretary M Musharraf Hussain Bhuiyan, the chiefs of three services, high civil and military officials were also present.

The flight is scheduled to reach Bandarnaike International Airport in Colombo at 5 pm (Sri Lankan time).

The Prime Minister will attend the opening ceremony and official photo session and take part in the executive sessions of the CHOGM, official sources said.

On the sidelines of the meeting, Sheikh Hasina is expected to hold bilateral meetings with Sri Lankan President Mahindra Rajapaksa, Prime Minister of New Zealand John Key and Indian External Affairs Minister Salman Khurshid.

The Prime Minister will return home on November 15.
CHOGM, taking place in Sri Lanka for the first time and in any Asian country in 24 years, will bring leaders of 53 Commonwealth countries that support each other and work together towards shared goals in democracy and development.

Jointly organized by the host country and the Commonwealth Secretariat, the commonwealth leaders will discuss global and Commonwealth issues and decide collective policies and initiatives.
#
