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Following the brutal atrocities faced at the hand of the Myanmar 
Military, nearly 1 million Myanmar Nationals fled to Bangladesh 
in 2017.

The Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina stood by the 
oppressed and assured them of a temporary living space until 
their return to Myanmar.

Thus, the island of Bhasan Char was chosen to be developed Thus, the island of Bhasan Char was chosen to be developed 
and provide a safe and transient accommodation for the 
Forcibly Displaced Myanmar Nationals (FDMNs).

        Bhasan Char 
‘The Beacon of Hope’









- Each house and shelter station is powered 

    predominantly by their individual solar PV 

    systems and from the 1 MW solar plant

- Solar powered street lighting

- Solar powered submersible pumps used 

    to draw groundwater

-- Rainwater harvesting systems in each cluster 

    house and shelter station

- 120 ponds serving as an alternate water source

- Biogas plants for waste management, fuel 

    generation and natural fertiliser production

- Separate food waste collection bins in every 

    cluster





- Four storied composite structure 
    (RCC and structural steel)
- Floor area is 324.42 sqm
- Designed to withstand wind speeds up to 260 
    km/hr
- First floor plinth level elevated 4.3 metres from 
    ground level    ground level
- Accommodation for 23 families and 1,000  
    people during emergencies
-   Lightning protection system installed
- Rainwater harvesting and centralised water 
    system
- Building powered by standalone solar system

The building is designed with a structural steel The building is designed with a structural steel 
frame to achieve quicker construction. The 
cyclone shelter design includes an open air 
ground floor where community members can 
gather to socialise and host community events. 
They also contain an animal ramp to allow 
livestock access to the ground floor during livestock access to the ground floor during 
emergencies.



The lighthouse at Bhasan Char acts as a 
navigational marking point for all cargo and 
commercial vessels in the areas surrounding 
Chattogram, especially the inland routes from 
Chattogram to Dhaka, Khulna, Barishal etc.

The lighthouse is also a symbol of humanity 
and characterises the Honourable Prime and characterises the Honourable Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s compassion shown 
towards the Forcibly Displaced Myanmar 
Nationals.

The steel tower designed is built to withstand 
high wind forces. Steel anchor bolts connect 
the tower to the reinforced concrete piles and 
the exterior is brick cladded. The inward the exterior is brick cladded. The inward 
sloping octagonal tower tapers from nine 
metres diameter at its base to three metres at 
the top. A lightning arrester attached on top of 
a dome makes up the highest point of the 
lighthouse. Internal steel ladders provide 
access between floors and a walkway to the 
top, where a long range marine lantern visible top, where a long range marine lantern visible 
from 14 NM is situated. The lighthouse beacon 
is powered by eight 100W solar PV panels. 

The Bangladesh Navy Hydrographic and 
Oceanographic Centre (BNHOC) commissioned 
the lighthouse in November 2018, by issuing a 
‘Notice to Mariners’ to marine communities.




