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The Chair,

Dear Colleagues,
Represetative of KOICA and

Ladies and Gentlemen.

Assalamu Alaikum and a very good morning to you all.

I welcome you all at the opening ceremony of National Institute of Advanced Nursing Education and Research (NIANER) and International Nurses’ Day.
I pay my deep homage to the greatest Bangalee of all times, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. I recall the 4 national leaders, 3 million martyrs and 2 lakh women, who lost their innocence, in the war of liberation. I salute all the freedom fighters.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Nursing is an integral part of healthcare services. This service should be world class. From this philosophy, during my state visit to South Korea in 2010, I requested the Honorable President of Korea to cooperate in the development of nursing education and services in Bangladesh. The Korean government through KOICA has completed the construction work in the development of the quality of nursing education in Bangladesh.

Masters in Nursing and research courses on various subjects related to Nursing have been started in January 2016. For this, I sincerely thank the Korean government and KOICA. I believe, the quality of nursing education and services of Bangladesh will be promoted international standard through this institute.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

To ensure the five fundamental rights of people food, clothing, housing, education and medicine, the Father of the Nation included it in Article 15 of the Constitution. He gave special emphasis on the development of the country's health sector in war-ravaged Bangladesh reconstruction process. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib expanded the health services up to the Thana level with a view to establishing a people-based health management.
He elevated the status of doctors to class 1. By holding the vision of the Father of the Nation, we have implemented a comprehensive program to improve the health sector in the last 9 years to reach the healthcare facilities at the doorstep of the people. We have implemented a pro-people Health Policy and are implementing it.
We take several steps to achieve the ratio 2:1 to the ratio of nurses and doctors made by the World Health Organization. Meanwhile, the entrance post of nurses has been upgraded to class 2. The existing 7 Nursing Institutes have been upgraded to Nursing Colleges. We have turned the Directorate of Nursing Services into Directorate General of Nursing and Midwifery.

We have so far appointed 15,445 senior staff nurses. The process of recruiting more than 5000 senior staff nurses and about 1,200 midwifes is in the final stage. 17 nurses have received PhD degrees from abroad and 83 nurses have been provided with MSc (Nursing) degrees on various specialized topics.

The age of senior staff nurses recruitment has been put 36-year for government jobs till 2018. The minimum eligibility for nursing education has been upgraded to higher secondary from secondary level. Scholarships for students have been increased to 100%. Blended web-based Masters and PhD Programs on sexual, reproductive health and rights courses including 3-year Diploma in midwifery courses have been started.

Directorate General of Nursing and Midwifery has launched a new website and a PMIS. Construction of 20-storey Nursing and Midwifery building is underway.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The overall development of a nation depends on the health and physical well-being of its unborn generation. The child mortality has reduced due to the massive activities on child welfare of our government. The child mortality rate in 2007 was 65 deaths per thousand live births. It has now reduced to 28. The UN has rewarded Bangladesh in achieving MDGs target to reduce the child mortality rate. 

In 2001, the maternal mortality rate was 320 per 100,000 births. Providing improved midwifery, prevention of child marriage, establishment of maternity center, adequate physicians, midwives and increasing nursing services have resulted in the decline in maternal mortality rate to 176 per 100,000 births. The present government continues its best efforts to bring down the mortality rate to zero.
Another priority step of our government in health care is the Child Immunization Program. The success of vitamin A feeding program of the children is more than 90 percent. We have received the Award Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI) in 2009 and 2012.
Besides, many other lethal diseases have been added to routine EPI interventions. 18,500 community clinics and union healthcare centers have been set up across the country to reach health services at the doorsteps of the people. The poor are being provided with 30 different types of necessary medicines free of cost. In addition to health and family planning activities, arrangements have been made for 24-hour maternal care services and safe deliveries in each union health and family welfare center.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We established the country's first medical university 'Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University' in 1998. The Vice Chancellors have been appointed to two new medical universities in Rajshahi and Chittagong. Moreover, the government has taken initiatives to set up another medical university in Sylhet. In the last 9 years, 13 government medical colleges and 5 military medical colleges have been established in the country.
From 2009 to 2016, 201 Upazila Health Complex have been upgraded from 31 beds to 50 beds. Activities of increasing number of beds in district hospitals and medical colleges have been taken. Ambulances and naval ambulances have been provided to the hospitals and remote haor areas.

In order to expand health care services, Kurmitola General Hospital, Dhaka Medical College Hospital Unit 2, Kuwait-Moitri Hospital and National Nose, Ear, Throat Institute have started their activities. Bangamata Fazilatun Nisa Mujib Eye Institute has been established in Gopalganj. Neuro Science Hospital and Training Institute has been established at Agargaon. Sheikh Fazilatun Nisa Mujib Memorial Specialized Hospital and Nursing College has been established in Gazipur.

Burning Units have been set up in various medical colleges for the treatment of the burners. Specialized and ultramodern 'Sheikh Hasina Burn and Plastic Surgery Institute' will be inaugurated soon at Chandkharpul.

Telemedicine services have been expanded in hospitals using digital technology. Mobile phone health care services have been started in 42 hospitals of district and upazila level. In the last 9 years, we appointed 13,000 new physicians. The process has been started to appoint further 10,000 doctors.

The government has taken necessary steps to establish Bangladeshsi pharmaceuticals as a globally renowned industry. Bangladesh is praised by exporting pharmaceutical products in 127 countries of the world including the United States.

Health, Population and Nutrition Programs at a cost of more than Tk. 1 lakh 15 thousand crore have been taken to implement 5-year (2017-2022) Development Program in the health sector. The average life expectancy has been more than 72 years now due to our government’s welfare-oriented policy and efforts.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Bangladesh has recently achieved the eligibility for graduation to developing country from LDC. Having received this recognition, we have been one step ahead to fulfill the dream in building the Golden Bangladesh of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib. We will turn Bangladesh into a middle income country by 2021 in the Golden Jubilee of our independence and a developed one by 2041, InshaAllah.
I hope that with achieving the standard of nursing education, you will uphold the great professional ideology through personal manners and professional behavior.

Today, 12th May, is the International Nurses’ Day and the birth anniversary of Florence Nightingale, the pioneer of modern day nursing. On this day, with these few words, I declare National Institute of Advanced Nursing Education and Research (NIANER) open. Thank you all.

Khoda Hafez.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu

May Bangladesh Live Forever.
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