National Primary Education Week-2019

Speech by
H.E Sheikh Hasina

Prime Minister

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Bangabandhu International Conference Centre, Dhaka, Wednesday, 29 Falgun 1425, 13 March 2019

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

Respected Chair,

Members of the Cabinet

Representatives from the Development partners

Media personnel

Distinguished guests
Ladies and Gentlemen,


Assalamu Alaikum.

On the occasion of National Primary Education Week-2019, I welcome all the teachers, students, guardians, officials and employees present here. I also congratulate to the Primary Education Medal-2019 recipients.


On the eve of Independence Day, I remember with deepest respect the greatest Bengali of all time Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.


I respectfully remember the four national leaders, three million martyrs of the Liberation War and two lakhs violated mothers and sisters who made their supreme sacrifice for our Independence.

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS,

Children are the future of the nation. There is no alternative to educating them properly. The foundation of creating an educated population is to ensure quality and timely primary education. 

After the independence of Bangladesh in 1971, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman took firm steps to build illiteracy free country through making the primary education universal and compulsory.


In line of the recommendation of the Qudrat-e-Khuda Education Commission constituted by Bangabandhu in 1972, the father of the nation created the stairs of progress of primary education through nationalizing 36.02 thousand primary schools and all the primary teachers of those schools.


The education sector came to a standstill with the assassination of the Father of the Nation on August 15, 1975. Education was made commercialised. 


Since taking charge in 2009, the present government has been working relentlessly to develop primary education. We have appointed around 45 thousand teachers in the last ten years.


The post of head teachers has been upgraded to second class while assistant teachers’ salary scale has been upgraded. In each government primary school, one office assistant-cum-guard has been appointed. Sixty percent post of primary teachers have been kept reserved for the women. 

Due to our relentless efforts and sincerity, the literacy rates rose to 73 percent from 45 percent in the last 10 years.    

RESPECTED PRESENCE,

In the light of National Work Plan, the present government has ensured 100 percent enrollment of children in the school in order to achieve Millennium Development Goals and Education goals for all. The government has also been making all out efforts to ensure standard primary education for all boys and girls by 2030 as part of the implementation of sustainable development targets declared by the United Nations.


In order to ensure quality primary education of all children, currently the fourth primary education programme [2018-2023] has been implemented with a budget of Tk 38.40 crores.


In the last 10 years, the government has successfully implemented some new steps, including introduction of 'pre-primary class'. Recruitment of 26,000 teachers is under process for pre-primary classe in the nationalized primary schools.


For the implementation of compulsory primary education, primary schools have been constructed in every two kilometers. Girls’ stipend money is directly going to their mothers through mobile phone. 

“Ananda School” has been set up for the underprivileged children of the country and the children of minor ethnic groups. Children Welfare Primary School has been formed under the Children Welfare Trust. Different facilities like uniform, bag, educational equipment, education allowance, examination fees, among others are being given to prevent falling out. Initiatives have been taken to prepare textbooks for children of minor ethnic children and to recruit teachers having knowledge on relevant languages.


New textbooks are being distributed free of cost among all students from pre-primary to high school on the first day of New Year. To make primary education attractive and timely, textbook’s interactive digital multimedia version has been prepared.
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To ensure 100 percent presence of children, ramps have been built in schools for the entrance of children of special needs. Steps have been taken to provide Wheel Chairs and Crutches, and hearing aid for the hearing impaired. Special training is being given to educators for proper teaching of autistic children. 

Various social safety net programmemes have been taken for underprivileged children apart from uniformity of education, curriculum and textbooks. School feeding programmeme has been launched in order to provide food and nutrition to the children, check drop out and to increase attendance. 


Physical, mental, social, aesthetic and emotional development of the students have been done through physical education, music, arts and extra-curricular activities. Music teacher recruitment in each primary school is under process.


Inter-primary school sports and cultural competition are being held with the participation of primary school students to ensure their physical and mental development, unity and competition. Bangabandhu Gold Medal Primary School Football Tournament for boys and Bangamata Begum Fazilatunnesa Gold Medal Primary School Football Tournament for girls are being organized at school and national levels.


Cab scouting has been expanded in primary schools so that the students can play effective role in the development of a better world and society. Student Council is being formed in primary schools so that leadership qualities develop among the students.

BELOVED KIDS,


I congratulate those people who have achieved good results in the closing examination and also attained successes in sports and cultural programmes. 


You have to read attentively and to be a good citizen of the country. At the same time, you have to be cooperative to each other and extend helping hands to each other. You have to know the true history of our glorious liberation war, and attain knowledge on the struggling life of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and his philosophy.


While studying at schools, Bangabandhu worked for the welfare of the people. Sometimes he returned home empty by giving his cloths and books to poor classmates. Bangabandhu’s mother never rebuked him for this, rather she bought new books or cloths for him.  


We want to build the next generation of with the values ​​inspired by the spirit of our liberation war, ethics and values. Embracing the glorious history of the Bengali nation, you will be able to establish Bangladesh in global arena as a self respecting nation.

FOR THE TEACHERS:


You have taken teacher as a great career. You are the nation builders. Once you have chosen teaching as career, you will have t be an idol person because the innocent kids follow you. If someone does errors or crimes, there is less impact of that on the children. If a teacher commits wrong then it’s impact is serious on them.


You will have to take the responsibility of building every child as a good human being.

Every child has to be encouraged so that they practice in their families and society the good things learn of their textbooks, and social values gained from the society.   
DISTINGUISHED GUESTS,

The dream of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was to build a hunger and poverty-free self-reliant Bangladesh. We are firmly committed to implement the dream of Bangabandhu. We are relentlessly working to educate the masses of Bangladesh with modern science-based practical education in order to turn them into human resources. 

I humbly urge all including teachers, development partners, government and non-government officials to work unitedly for the development of education sector.


At the same time, I request all concerned with primary education to work with utmost sincerity by upholding their own conscience, intellect and responsibility. 

Let us remove the illiteracy from the country forever. Let us build a hunger, poverty and illiterate free Father of the Nation's dreamed Sonar Bangladesh by implementing the government's Vision-2021 and Vision-2041.


I am announcing the happy inauguration of the National Primary Education Week 2019. 

Thank you all.   
Khoda Hafez.
Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu

May Bangladesh Live Forever.
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2

