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The Chair,

Colleagues, 

High Officials,

Representatives from World Health Organization,
Ladies and Gentlemen,


Assalamu alaikum and very good morning to you all.

I would like to extend heartiest thanks to you to be present in the inauguration ceremony of the National Health Service Week-2019 & National Nutrition Week-2019 and distribution of Ambulance and Jeep purchased under public fund during 2017-2018 fiscal year. 
At the outset, I pay deepest homage to the Greatest Bangalee of all times, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. I recall with gratitude the four national leaders, 3-million martyrs and 200,000 women, who sacrificed their modesty for the cause of independence. I recollect with deepest sadness all the martyrs of 15 August 1975.  
Dear Guests and Participants,

Provisions of the five basic necessities, including health and medical care, are enshrined in our Constitution. Father of the Nation had given importance on Health Sector development in the process of reconstruction and rebuilding of the war-torn nation immediately after independence. His government had extended the city-based health services to remote villagers through building hospitals & health centres at the grass-root level. 

According to our election manifesto, we have implemented a number of development projects and programs in health service sector during the last 10 years. We are still continuing such projects and programs. We have adopted a number of policies namely- National Health Policy-2011, National Population Policy-2012, National Nutrition Policy-2015 and National Drug Policy-2016 and have been implementing programes for executing those policies. 


In connection to the Vision-2021 and Vision-2041, I hope we will be able to ensure basic health and nutrition rights for every citizens of Bangladesh with a view to achieving a dignified life for all.

We are relentlessly working through taking up necessary work-plan and their successful execution for ensuring health and nutrition rights of the people, establishing Medical Universities in all the Divisions, development of Ayurvedic, Unani, Ethnic/Local & Homeopathic treatment and improving health services in rural medical centers. 


A number of landmark successes we have achieved by this time. In connection to the recognition of the health sector success, we have achieved MDG award in 2010, South-South award in 2013 and GAVI award twice in 2009 & 2013. All these achievements were made possible through giving highest importance to the health sector development. Not only that the Chairperson of the Bangladesh National Advisory Committee for Autism and Neurodevelopmental Disorders as well as Member of the WHO’s Expert Advisory Panel on Mental Health, my daughter Saima Wazed Hossain also has become the pioneer in this regard and achieved global recognitions for her contributions. 
Dear Participants,


You are aware that according to WHO, average life expectancy of Bangladeshi people was 66.8 years in 2009, which rose over 72 years in 2016. Maternal mortality rate reduced from 3.48 to 1.72 (per 1000) and child mortality rate reduced from    41 to 24 per 1000 live birth. 

Our government is determined to protect the autistic children. With this goal, child development centers and specialized schools for mental development of autistic children have been established in        22 government and non-government hospitals. “Health protection program” and “Maternal voucher scheme” were introduced for protection of poor population’s health. 

Providing health care services with installation of the community services during our previous term 1996-2001, which was another great success of our government. It was a rare concept in the outer world, where our people were efficiently connected to the service delivery channel through these community health centres. However, the next Government led by BNP-Jamat had stopped that program. Again our Government restarted the community clinics after forming the Government in 2009. By now, 13,768 community clinics are on function. These clinics are rendering health care services to mothers and children. Some of the clinics are equipped with the 
child delivery facilities that also providing antenatal services to the pregnant mothers. 30 different medicines are being provided to the community through these centres at free of cost. Moreover, training of midwife is underway for their posting at the community clinics. 


We have introduced call centers known as “Sasthyo  Batayan” and the improvement of this service is continuously aided through Bangabandhu Satellite. By using ICT in health sector, telemedicine service has been introduced in as many as 60 hospitals.

Father of the Nation had included the nutrition as the basic necessity in our Constitution and he signed the order of formation of Bangladesh National Institute of Nutrition on April 23, 1975. 

Keeping the targets of SDGs in mind, we have adopted Second National Nutrition Plan (2016-25). In order to develop a healthy, strong and intelligent nation, the present government is implementing an array of policies to provide health services and knowledge of nutrition at doorsteps of mass people. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,


There are a number of reasons in our country for increasing the victims of heart diseases, stroke, cancer, diabetes, respiratory diseases, kidney diseases. These diseases are rather preventive than curative. Increasing mass awareness is one of the best solutions in this regard. Besides providing treatment, health professionals are advised to engage in mass awareness campaign.


There are lots of scopes and opportunities for further research in medical sector. I would like to recommend the health care professionals, including doctors to take lead in this process.


I have visited the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare on last 27 January 2019 and provided few guidelines including ensuring attendance of doctors, nurses and other professionals/ staffs in their duty stations with a view to developing health care facilities.

Sheer vigilance has to be ensured to monitor these professionals to be present in the remote part of the country. Besides, I would like to instruct the concerned authorities to ensure other facilities including residence for these professionals, where there would be no risks left for the female professional on serving in those peripheries.  


 We have recruited 18,665 doctors in last 10 years. Additional recruitment of 5,000 doctors is under process. We have recruited about 14,500 nurses and about 40,000 (3rd & 4th class) staffs in health sector.


We are planning to provide free “Health Card” for ultra-poors to receive free health care facilities, which is under progress. The policy for allowing private practice by the specialized doctors in their duty stations after the office time is also under process. This pilot program has become successful in the BSMMU.

The internship of the doctors will be of 2 years instead of one year so that they can be well-trained and can get exposure of working at district and upazila level hospitals. Formulation of this policy is also underway.

Dear Guests,

Finally, I would like to reiterate that improvement of quality of health services is indispensable for developing a country. I strongly believe that with our concerted efforts, we will be able to achieve health related SDG by 2030. I also believe that we will be able to make Bangladesh developed and prosperous by 2041 to materialize the dream of the Father of the Nation for the Sonar Bangla in near future. We also have taken “Delta Plan-2100” through projecting the dream of the Father of the Nation towards how Bangladesh will look like 100 years later. I hope that National Health Service Week & National Nutrition Week will be a significant step towards all these realizations. 


With these words, I declare the National Health Service Week and National Nutrition Week 2019 open.
Khoda Hafez.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu

May Bangladesh Live Forever.
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