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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim  

Excellency Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh,  

Excellency Madam Sonia Gandhi,  

Excellencies, Distinguished Guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Assalamu Alaikum and Good Evening.  

Allow me to sincerely thank you for hosting this evening's sumptuous banquet amidst such 

splendor. Allow me also to express my gratitude for the generous and kind attributes addressed 

to me and to my country. They reflect the special relationship that exists between our two 

neighboring countries. In fact, since the moment of our arrival, my delegation and I have been 

deeply touched, by the overwhelming hospitality we have received. For these endearing gestures, 

I wish to express, on behalf of my delegation and myself, our gratitude to you, your government, 

and to the warm-hearted, friendly people of India.  

Bangladesh and India enjoy the best of relations based on peace and peaceful coexistence 

-- principles championed, amongst others, by the great Mahatma Gandhi and Pundit Jawaharlal 

Nehru. Our shared belief in peace has imbued our nations, with the spirit of good neighborliness, 

and mutual respect for each other's sovereignty, and independence. This took root in 1971, 

during our struggle for liberation under the leadership of the Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and the historic role in support of our cause of late Prime Minister Indira 

Gandhi, her government and the people of India.  

The blood of over 18 thousand valiant Indians, mingled with the millions of our own, 

culminated in Bangladesh's independence, and laid the basis of our special friendship.  

Thereon, have grown in depth and dimension a multi-faceted bilateral relationship 

between Bangladesh and India, reaching beyond to regional bodies, and blossoming into 

cooperation in all international forums. Recently, further boost in our relations was felt with the 

spontaneous visit of the Indian Foreign Minister to Dhaka in February 2009. This reflected the 

quality of our relations. It also indicated the level of importance India attached to her relations 

with Bangladesh. With two democratic governments installed in our countries, relations would no 

doubt reach a new height.  

A laudable start has already been made by His Excellency Dr. Manmohan Singh's 

assurance to me of India's decision for duty-free access to more Bangladeshi items to the Indian 

market, removal of non-tariff barriers, and improvement of trade infrastructure on Indian side of 

the borders. What now is required is activation of institutional mechanisms for promoting the two-

way trade; removal of avoidable hindrances; initiation of long pending trade facilitation measures; 

easy travel of businessmen; and creation of mechanisms to settle disputes that may arise from 

differences on specific trade related issues.  

Excellency,  

I believe that cooperation in these specific areas would lead to socio-economic 

development of our countries, thereby alleviating poverty, which undermines peace. To ensure 

also our sustained commitment to peace, serious collaboration is essential in countering 



terrorism. On this issue, I can give you this assurance that Bangladesh is committed to 

eliminating all forms of terrorism from within its territory. Bangladesh also shall not allow its 

territory to be used for launching terrorist activities against any country in the neighborhood, or 

around the world.  

A vital factor for economic development is normal flow of water. Bangladesh, an 

agricultural country, needs a guaranteed flow of water throughout the year. To ensure such a 

regular flow of the Ganges water, our two countries concluded the historic 30-year Ganges Water 

Treaty in 1996, which symbolized the true spirit of what our two countries can do. With the same 

spirit, we need to conclude treaties on water sharing of the river Teesta, and other common 

rivers. On this very important issue, I request for your support in arriving at mutual agreements.  

Connectivity is another important factor of economic development. A better connectivity in 

our region would open a new era of economic activities, benefiting all countries in South Asia. 

Indeed, our discussion today on the subject was extremely fruitful. So was our discussion on 

power, tourism, culture, among other issues. Moreover, commendable progress was made on 

long pending issues, particularly on land boundary. Then of course, the agreements signed and 

decisions taken today were very significant achievements. They would surely have favorable 

impacts on the lives of our peoples.  

Excellency,  

It is clear that progress and prosperity of our nations, and of all others in our regional 

organization, SAARC depend on our success in poverty alleviation and economic development. 

Success in these areas is indeed possible through sincere cooperation among all in the South 

Asian region. The eventual gain would be peace and stability all around. I believe, my visit has 

served the purpose in raising our cooperation and overall relations to a new, enviable level. It is 

now important for you to visit Bangladesh soonest to consolidate our mutual gains, and to 

facilitate attainment of our remaining targets. Therefore, I extend to you, on behalf of our people, 

government, and myself, warmest invitation to visit Bangladesh. We would be keenly looking 

forward to your visit. It would provide us with the opportunity to show the extent of our regard, 

and the warmth of our friendship for you, and our closest neighbor, the Republic of India.  

Excellency,  

I wish you good health, long life and all success, and the warm, friendly people of your 

great country, peace, progress and overall well-being. I also earnestly wish for an everlasting 

friendship between our two neighboring countries.  

I thank you all.  

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu  

May Bangladesh Live Forever  

Long Live Bangladesh-India Friendship  

......  

 


