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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim  

Her Excellency Ms. Pratibha Patil,  

President of the Republic of India,  

His Excellency Mr. Hamid Ansari,  

Vice President of the Republic of India,  

His Excellency Dr. Manmohan Singh,  

Prime Minister of the Republic of India,  

Her Excellency Madam Sonia Gandhi,  

Chairperson of the United Progressive Alliance,  

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen.  

Assalamu Alaikum and Good Morning.  

I am deeply honored on being awarded the Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament 

and Development for 2009. This most prestigious Prize also greatly honors my country and 

people. I thank the Indira Gandhi Memorial Trust for this memorable gesture. I also thank Her 

Excellency Pratibha Patil, His Excellency Hamid Ansari, His Excellency Dr.Manmohan Singh, and 

Her Excellency Mrs. Sonia Gandhi for the gracious words addressed to me and to my country.  

On this special moment of honor, I recall with profound respect your great leader, Late 

Indira Gandhi, who regarded the world economic order "based on domination and inequality," as 

unsustainable. She pursued a life dedicated to peace, justice, and democracy. Her unfaltering 

stand for the deprived and downtrodden was well known, and was not confined only within the 

borders of India. When the people of Bangladesh in 1971, were in the throes of pain, subjugation, 

and bloodshed by the ruling occupation forces, she rallied support for the victims within India, 

and around the world.  

The unflinching support of Mrs. Gandhi for the struggle for freedom of the people of 

Bangladesh, for the release of their interned leader and Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and the unprecedented welcome extended to him on his arrival in New 

Delhi, on way to Dhaka, will ever remain deeply enshrined in the mind of our people. Her concept 

of peace beyond war was, in her words, "Peace we want because there is another war to fight - 

poverty, disease and ignorance."  

Bangabandhu shared the vision with your great leader Mrs. Indira Gandhi. On returning 

home, his first message to the people was: "Our war is now against hunger, poverty and 

illiteracy. Our struggle is now for peace and for "Sonar Bangla with happy people." This was his 

abiding faith.  

Bangladesh and India are neighbors committed to peace, as was also conceived by Mrs. 

Indira Gandhi. India's success with peace and progress is due largely to the strength of her 

democracy, nurtured under the stewardship of great and visionary leaders. Bangladesh's 

progress, on the other hand, were frustrated by frequent intervention of undemocratic forces, the 

most brutal one being the murder of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and eighteen of his 

family members on 15 August 1975.  

As elder of the two surviving family members, I took up the struggle to fulfill my father's 

vision of "Sonar Bangla" or "Golden Bangladesh" where people would enjoy their fundamental 

rights. Indeed, since that heinous act 35 years ago, I have struggled, alongside our people, for 

their inherent right of freedom and democracy. It finally culminated with the nationwide elections 

of 29 December 2008. The elections, universally acclaimed as free, fair, and credible by the 

international community, restored democracy and peace in Bangladesh. Believing as I do, firmly 



in democracy, justice, and peace, as did Mrs. Indira Gandhi, I am determined to achieve them 

and free my people from the shackles of poverty, and my country from the scourge of terrorism. I 

also consider it my duty to uphold human rights and the rule of law.  

In line with our election manifesto, my government has taken steps to strengthen the 

roots of democracy and secularism in Bangladesh; ensure good governance; reform public 

institutions; and initiate a broad spectrum of socio-economic programs for liberating our people 

from poverty, disease and illiteracy. I believe success of our endeavors in these fields would lead 

to much desired peace, which is essential for overall development. Our concern for peace 

worldwide is reflected by our annual flagship resolution on "Culture of Peace" in the United 

Nations, and participation in its countless peacekeeping missions all over the world.  

Bangladesh and India have a shared history, common values and ways of life. At this 

moment, a rare opportunity has arisen to take our countries' relationship to a higher, more 

meaningful level. Mrs. Indira Gandhi had already shown the way with her words, "We have 

believed and we do believe now - that freedom is indivisible, that peace is indivisible, that 

economic prosperity is indivisible." It is for us to cooperate and move forward together as equals 

for freedom, peace, and prosperity for the common good of the peoples of our countries.  

Excellencies,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

If we are to achieve these goals, in the words of Mahatma Gandhi "we must be the change 

we wish to see." Truly, we need to leave for our children a world of equal opportunities and 

potentials; a world better and greener than we inherited. With that aim in mind, and a life 

dedicated to peace, democracy and justice, I feel I have begun a life-long journey ready to 

overcome all that stands on my way to achieving them, and leave a modest legacy for the future 

generations. As I do, I wish to leave my country of the future, as Rabindranath Tagore had 

conjured and expressed in his verses:  
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Translated as:   

Quote:  

           "Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high  

Where knowledge is free  

Where the world has not broken up into fragments  

By narrow domestic walls.......  

Where the mind is led forward  

Into ever-widening thought and action  

Into that heaven of freedom, let my world awake."        Unquote.  

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

With these words, I accept with great humility and deep gratitude, the Indira Gandhi Peace 

Award.   

I thank you all.  

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu  

May Bangladesh Live Forever  

Long Live Bangladesh-India Friendship.  

...... 


