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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

The Chair, 

Dear colleagues, 

Distinguished guests,


Assalamu Alaikum and good morning to you all.


I welcome you all at the National Road Safety Day-2019.


At the outset of my deliberation, I pay deep homage to the Greatest Bangalee of all times, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. I recall with gratitude the four national leaders, 3-million martyrs and 200 thousand women, who sacrificed their modesty for the cause of independence. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We achieved our independence under the noble and magnanimous leadership of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Within three and a half years of his regime, He managed to reconstruct and repair all the war-ravaged bridges, culverts, roads and railway; and all other communication infrastructures.


We are working to build a modern, safe communication and transport network all over the country. We have carried out a lot of developments in communication infrastructures. We are taking measures to ease people’s movement from one place to another by transportation. 

446.70 kilometers of National Highways has been upgraded to 4 lanes or above in the past eleven years.  At present, upgradation of 149 kilometers of National Highways into 4 lanes is underway. By this time, 1068 bridges and 4656 culverts along with 9 flyovers/overpasses and    8 underpasses have been constructed or renovated. Construction of 82 more bridges is underway.


The first elevated Metro rail of the country spanning from Uttata 3rd Phase to Motijheel is being implemented in full swing. We hope to inaugurate the Metro Rail on 16 December 2021, Inshaallah.   
46.73 kilometers long Dhaka elevated expressway is being constructed. Construction of 20 kilometers long Bus Rapid transit stretching from Gazipur to Airport will be completed soon. 

We have approved two new Metro rail projects in the ECNEC Meeting held recently. After the successful implementation of these projects, people will get world class communication facilities.


We have digitized the Bangladesh Road Transport Authority (BRTA). Smartcard driving licenses, digital registration certificates, retro-reflective number plates, and radio frequency identification (RFID) tags, etc. have already been introduced. Tax and fees are being collected by banks through online.  


An opportunity has been created to apply on-line for automotive and driving license. Apprentice driving license is being issued online.

In the meantime, BRTC has added 600 new buses and 500 new trucks to its fleet in order to increase mass transportation facilities.

On the other hand, BNP-Jamat alliance vandalized and also set ablaze to 3252 vehicles; torched 29 trains and 9 launches since 2013 to April, 2015. More than 500 people were killed and 3036 innocent people were burnt. 
Dear guests,


Ensuring road safety is our prime importance. Accordingly, we are implementing many programmes to this goal. We have formulated the National Road Safety Strategic Action Plan 2017-20.  The SDG Action Plan has been prepared and is being implemented in accordance with the road safety related targets. 

A Cabinet meeting held in 2018, has given some recommendations to be obliged mandatorily by all concerned entities about road safety. These are:   

A. Not letting any driver to drive for more than five hours at a stretch;

B. Providing arrangement for alternative driver for long trips;

C. Controlling the movement of unregistered cars;

D. Providing necessary training to drivers;

E. Controlling the speed of the vehicle;

F. Not using mobile phones while driving;

G. Halting operation of Extra-sized truck and bus beyond approved chassis;

J. Providing infrastructure for the rest of the bus and truck drivers on routes after a certain interval;

h. Taking initiatives to set up adequate bus and truck terminals;

J. Using of zebra crossings and over-bridge avoiding risky road crossing;

h. Abiding by the traffic signals;

i. Use of seatbelts by passengers and drivers;

j. Preventing the practice of getting off and on of the passengers on the middle of the road. 

k. Taking necessary initiatives at various levels to increase public awareness about road safety.

These recommendations must be strictly followed by all concerned to build a safe road network.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The government has set up a National Road Safety Council aiming at building a safe road network in Bangladesh. This Council’s all recommendations need to be implemented by concerned authorities.


We have enacted the Road Transport Act-2018 which will come into force this year with a view to ensure safety in roads and highways.
We are constructing resting places for drives of goods-laden vehicles beside the four national highways. 


Earlier, we have taken a project to train 1 lac new drivers. Now, we are going to take project to train more 3 lac professional drivers.

Besides, activity to create 1 lac new drivers is ongoing. Moreover, a new project targeting to create 3 lac new professional drivers is being commenced. We are setting up Vehicle Inspection Centers and Driving Training Centers in 17 districts.

Distinguished Guests,


We are constructing a lot of roads, bridges, culverts, flyovers and by-passes across the country. But it is all of our responsibility to maintain and safe utilizations of these valuable structures. 


All of us including drivers and pedestrians have to abide by traffic rules to avoid accidents. Our students should learn traffic laws in their schools. The drivers must safely obey speed limit and traffic rules.

A many of our educated persons intend not to follow traffic signals- that is really unfortunate. Some also drive reckless if get any free space- this intention also needs to be stopped. We do not expect even a single death from a road accident. We all have to be more conscious to reduce road accident. 

We are working not only to maintain safe road but also to ensure the overall safety of the country. We are maintaining the country’s peace and discipline properly. None can distract the peace and prosperity of the country.


The stern actions shall be taken against them who try to destabilize the country’s peaceful environment spreading rumors or extremism. 

Dear guests, 

We are advancing the country through hard works. Bangladesh is now a role model of development in the world. Bangladesh ranks the top position in GDP growth in the world.  We are constructing the tunnel under Karnaphuli River and Nuclear power plant. We are also constructing Padma Bridge by own funds.  In near future, we will launch hi-speed train and set up new international airports in the country. 


We are committed to build a prosperous, safer and peaceful Bangladesh for our next generation. We will transform our country as golden Bangladesh of the Father of the nation unitedly, Inshaallah.


I wish National Road Safety Day 2019 a grand success. Thank you all.
Khoda Hafez

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu.

May Bangladesh Live Forever.
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