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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

The Chair,

Dear Colleagues,
Recipients of the Philanthropist Ranada Prasad Shaha Memorial Gold Medal Award,
Loving Students and
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Assalamu Alaikum and a Very Good Morrning.

I welcome you all at the Philanthropist Ranada Prasad Shaha Memorial Gold Medal Award conferring ceremony.

March is the month our independence. At the outset of my deliberation, I pay my deep homage to the greatest Bangalee of all times, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 
By dint of Bangabandhu’s 24 years of political struggle and jail, we have got an independent land named 'Bangladesh'.
I recall with gratitude the four National Leaders, 3 millions martyrs and 2 hundred thousand women who sacrificed their modesty for the cause of our independence.
Philanthropist Ranada Prasad Saha and his son Bhabani Prasad Saha were kidnapped by the Pakistani army and their local barbarian collaborators from the head office of Narayanganj Kumudini Welfare Trust on 7th May 1971. Since then they disappeared. Ranada Prasad Saha's family is personally known to me. I used to call Bijoya Khan, the eldest daughter of the Philanthropist, as aunt. The youngest daughter Jayapati maintained the family and the Trust in all the troubles during and after the liberation war. They are not alive today. I remember them all with respect.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Despite being born in a poor family, Ranada Prasad Saha became one of the richest persons of Bangladesh by his hard work and intelligence. He started his work as labourer, afterwards became a member of British Army and worked as a railway employee. 

After being the owner of wealth, he did not enjoy the luxury. Rather, the earned money is spent for human welfare. Here Ranada Prasad Saha is different from others.

He lost his mother in the childhood. She died during child birth. When he achieved ability, he took the initiative to establish Kumudini Hospital in the name of his mother to protect his mother's memory. 

He was deeply interested in women's education. Bharateshwari Homes, Kumudini College and Devendra College in the name of his father were established one by one. In 1954, he established the Maternity Department Building in Combined Military Hospital in Dhaka Cantonment. He gave financial assistance to many educational institutions in the country.
The next generation of Kumudini Welfare Trust continues the humanitarian efforts of its founder for promoting healthcare facilities and women's education to the marginalized people. Kumudini Women's Medical College, Kumudini Nursing School and College, and Ranada Prasad Saha University have been established. The Kumudini Trade Training Institute has been established for the welfare of the under privileged people.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Being imbued with the spirit of the freedom struggle, the Awami League government has relentlessly been working to develop the country. We have been accomplishing the unfinished work of the Father of the Nation. We achieved immense developments in all sectors, including economy, agriculture, education, health, transport and communication, ICT, infrastructure, power generation, rural economy and diplomatic relation and cooperation during the last ten years. Bangladesh has become the ‘Role Model’ of development in the world.

We have also joined the elite club of the satellite technology as the 57th nation through the launching of Bangabandhu Satellite-1. Our GDP growth rate is now 7.86 percent, the highest in our history. The poverty rate in the country has now declined to 21.8 percent, and the hardcore poverty rate stands at 11.3 percent. Our per capita income is USD 1751. Our students are getting textbooks at free of cost. The literacy rate is now 73 percent. 93% people are under electricity coverage. 100 percent household will be brought under electricity coverage very soon. Healthcare facilities have reached the doorsteps of the common people. The average life expectancy of the people has jumped to 72.8 years. 
Digital Bangladesh is now a reality. For the first time in the world, we have formulated a hundred year plan named ‘Delta Plan 2100’. Bangladesh is one of the five top countries in the world in economic development. Ninety percent of development work is done by our own resources. We have executed the verdict of the trial of the killers of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman establishing the rule of law. The verdicts of the trials of the war criminals are also being executed. The trials of war criminals will be continued as per our pledges to the nation. Due to the continuation of Awami League government for 10 years, grassroot people are now getting the dividend of the development. Bangladesh is moving forward and it will continue. The next generation will get a prosperous Bangladesh.

The people made Bangladesh Awami League victorious in the recent 11th parliamentary elections. We will fully honour the huge mandate that the people of our country have given us.      We will turn Bangladesh into a middle income country by 2021 and a developed one by 2041, InshaAllah.

Let us come and uphold the development and democratic spree being imbued with the spirit of the freedom struggle. Let us engage ourselves for the welfare of the country and nation. Let us build a hunger-poverty-free and happy-prosperous Sonar Bangladesh as dreamt by Father of the Nation.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy, a vanguard of democracy; Kazi Nazrul Islam, the national poet of Bangladesh; Professor Rafiqul Islam, a genius with virtues and a teacher of mine; and Artist Shahabuddin Ahmed, a great freedom fighter- are awarded this year’s Philanthropist Ranada Prasad Shaha Memorial Gold Medal for their outstanding contribution in their respective fields.
Kumudini Welfare Trust is an example of a family to walk sincerely with courage. The trial of murder case of Ranada Prasad Saha and his son is running. InshaAllah, justice will be ensured. I hope, the initiative of the Kumudini Welfare Trust will further expand. In order to provide education and health care, the Trust will continue its success in the coming days. It will play an important role in the development process of the government. 
I wish a prosperous future of Kumudini Welfare Trust.
Khoda Hafez.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu

May Bangladesh Live Forever
...
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