June 2, 2013

PM urges developed world to increase supports to achieve MDGs

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the developed world to increase their supports to achieve Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the post-2015 targets. 

"Due to reduction of overseas development assistance (ODA), many initiatives of the developing world could not achieve desired progress," she said.

Sheikh Hasina also called for giving highest priority to face the natural and man-made disasters in the post-2015 development agenda.

"The world should give the highest priority to the disaster risk reduction as well as climate change mitigation programmes," she said. 

The Prime Minister said this while inaugurating the National Consultation on Post-2015 Development Agenda at Ruposhi Bangla Hotel here this morning.

General Economics Division (GED) of the Planning Commission arranged the consultation. 

With Planning Minister Air Vice-Marshal (retd) AK Khandker in the chair, the function was also addressed by Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni and National Convenor of Rio+20 Drafting Committee Dr Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad.

Member of General Economics Division (GED) of the Planning Commission Dr Shamsul Alam made a brief presentation on the post-2015 development agenda, while UN Resident Coordinator Dr Thushara Fernando gave the welcome address and Planning Division Secretary Bhuiyan Shafiqul Islam delivered the vote of thanks.

The Prime Minister expressed the hope that the social development goals reflected in the Vision 2021 would be included in the post-2015 development agenda.

She said the world should find appropriate goals to achieve sustainable development. "We will also have to give emphasis on science education and research," she said.

Stressing the need for elimination of digital divide, the Prime Minister said supply of sufficient nutritious food should be ensured in addition to achieving food security.

She also called for ensuring free access of commodities and services of the least developed countries (LDCs) to the markets of the developed world.

"Availability of enough funds, transfer of technology and research facilities of the LDCs should be ensured," she said. 
Sheikh Hasina said sustainable development can only be achieved through ensuring peace. "So, on behalf of the people of Bangladesh, I presented 'People's Empowerment and Development' model in the UN General Assembly in 2011 in a bid to achieve global peace."
 
She said 193 member states of the UN passed the proposal in last December. "In the model, I identified six mutually reinforcing peace multipliers," she said.

These are (a) Eradication of poverty and hunger (b)Reduction of inequality (c) Mitigation of deprivation (d) Inclusion of excluded people (e) Acceleration of human development and (f) Elimination of terrorism.

"I hope these issues would be considered in the post-2015 development agenda," she said.

The Prime Minister said the target of achieving the MDGs is going be ended in 2015 and the second phase of global development will then be started.

She said the countries across the world, the United Nations and other international and regional organizations have been discussing the pros and cons of the post-2015 development agenda.

"As an important partner of the discussion, Bangladesh has been contributing to develop the appropriate goals," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the main target of the MDGs is to achieve socio-economic development of the countries.

She said Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman continued movement for 24 long years with a target to establish an independent country for Bangalees and their socio-economic emancipation.

The Prime Minister said Bangabandhu founded independent Bangladesh through a bloody war of liberation and created the scope for socioeconomic emancipation of the Bangalee nation.

"He then started the towering job with the reconstruction of the war-ravaged country. Unfortunately, the anti-liberation forces did not allow him to achieve the goal," she said.

After the assassination of Bangabandhu in 1975, she said, the illegitimate military rulers gave attention only to grab the power. "As a result, the country's socioeconomic development spree and democratic practices had been back tracked," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the military rulers had created an elite class at that time to cling to power for ever.
She said the past Awami League government from 1996-2001 implemented massive programmes for the socioeconomic development of the country.

But, she said, after the election of conspiracy in 2001, the BNP-Jamaat alliance could not continue the tempo of development.

"Rather, the country experienced huge shortage of food, gas and electricity; increase of illiteracy and poverty. It made Bangladesh tough to achieve the once easy targets of MDGs," she said.
After assuming office this time, she said, the AL government has taken short, medium and long term plan to achieve the target of the vision 2021.

"We have formulated 2010-2021 Perspective Plan and 2011-2015 6th Five Year Plan. We have implemented huge development work through the annual development programmes," she said.

The Prime Minister said despite the global recession, Bangladesh achieved 6.5 percent of growth on average. "The country is now almost self-sufficient in food production," she said.

She said the development of Bangladesh and its success in achieving MDGs have inspired the world. "The UN has identified Bangladesh as a role model for the socioeconomic develpment of the developing world," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the UNDP has placed Bangladesh among the 18 countries of the world which have made substantial progress in achieving MDGs. "We will have to retain these successes and it would be our post-2015 development goal," she said.

Stressing the need for decentralization of power, she said the socioeconomic development of the country is not possible without decentralization of power and strengthening the local government bodies.

Wishing the success of the consultation, the Prime Minister hoped that an effective national report would be furnished with the participation of the experts and practitioners in the consultation.

June 1, 2013

AL will stay in power if people wish, otherwise not: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said her party always aspired for going to power with people's mandate, not through rigging vote or snatching the voting rights of people.

"We will stay in power if people give their verdict in our favour, otherwise not," she firmly said in her introductory speech to a views exchange meeting with the grassroots leaders of Bangladesh Awami League Faridpur district unit here.

Pointing out the common scenario of vote rigging by subsequent governments after 1975 to cling to power, she said Awami League had played a prime role in the movement for restoration of democracy.

"We never snatched the voting rights of people as we believe in constitutional rights of the citizens to change the government through ballot. So in the past we didn't barred them exercising their voting right and we will also maintain it in future," she said.

The views exchange meeting was arranged at Gonobhaban,official residence of the Prime Minister, also the president of Bangladesh Awami League, as part of reviewing the development work and strengthening the organizational base in different districts.


Deputy Leader of the Jatiya Sangsad Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury,presidium member Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, advisor council members Dr M Alauddin Ahmed and SM Nurunnabi, minister Engineer Mosharraf Hossain, AL Joint Secretary Mahbub Ul Alam Hanif and Abdur Rahman, MP, were present, among others, on the occasion.

The Prime Minister reiterated that the parliamentary democracy was reestablished in the country after many experiments so that undemocratic forces or un-elected guys cannot usurp power.

"So, we have strengthened the provision in the constitution,"she said adding the next general election in Bangladesh will be held in the same way as it's held in other democracies."
 
The Prime Minister said the intension of Awami League is not to deprive the people of their voting rights, but protect the constitutional right of the people. And, because of this, she said the nation witnessed a peaceful handover of power only in 2001 when Awami League was in power.

Sheikh Hasina said the Awami League government for the first time, has constituted the Election Commission (EC) as per recommendation of a search committee at President's initiative. The process was fully out of the control of government, she added.

The EC was given complete financial freedom to discharge its activities and at the time of election the law enforcement agencies and administration will completely be under the commission, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the present government didn't interfered in any election in its last four and a half years tenure, which helped holding all elections during the present government free, fair and neutral.

No candidate even BNP could not raise any question about the neutrality of those elections, she said adding the next general election will also be held in the same manner.

The Prime Minister thanked BNP for taking part in the city corporations’ elections and hoped that the opposition party will take part in the next general election.

Comparing the introduction of the caretaker government system to bringing the crocodile through cutting canal, she said people have experience about their ability and wisdom.

The caretakers and their advocates had played a lot with the fate of people from in 2007 and 2008. Many of them even made mockery with the people that the caretaker can be seated to power for indefinite period, Sheikh Hasina said.

She added: "Each and every man in the society suffered from their misrule, torture and intimidation. So we don't want to allow them to play the same game."

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said Awami League is making relentless struggles for establishing the basic rights of people. She said people of the country get something when Awami League comes to power. 
Bangladesh attained food autarky when Awami League was in power in 1996-2001 period. The then government had taken a noble initiative to introduce healthcare facility for every citizen through constructing community clinic for every 6000 people. But, BNP annulled the project out of political vengeance, she said.

She said the media and information technology have witnessed a tremendous progress during the tenure of Awami League making the people's life more comfort, easy and vibrant and ending the era of suffocation, confinement and restriction.
 
BNP had made the country a safe ground of terrorists and militants and adopted corruption and money laundering as their basic principle and objective, she said adding BNP introduced the 'crossfire' and 'operation clean heart'.

Sheikh Hasina said every sector of country including agriculture, education, health, ICT, power generation have progressed during the current period of Awami League.
 
She said a massive employment opportunity was created while educated youths are getting collateral free loan from banks. Farmers are getting agriculture subsidy from the government and youths are going abroad with job at a low cost.
 
Stipends are being given to huge number of student to help them pursue their studies in addition to delivering textbooks free of cost at primary and secondary level, she said.
 
Bangladesh maintained its economic growth on an average 6 percent over the last four years whereas many developed countries were failed to do this, she said.

The Prime Minister said the rural economy was invigorated during the tenure of the present government which stopped the influx of rural people to urban areas. Rural people are enjoying the benefit of the 'one home one farm" project, she said.

Urging the party men to project the success of the government to the people, she said the party should be footed on a good base to carry out this task.
 
If the present pace of development continues, Bangladesh would be a poverty and exploitation free nation, progressive and democratic country by 2021, she hoped.
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