Dhaka, August 31, 2013

Democracy won't sustain without constitutional process: PM
Putting emphasis again on upholding the constitution, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said democracy won't sustain without maintaining the constitutional process. 

"Democracy won't be protected without maintaining constitutional process, while the economic emancipation of the people won't come without the protection of democracy," she said. 

The Prime Minister said the aim of the government is to run the country as per the constitution. "We don't want the country to be run unconstitutionally again," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief, said this while addressing a discussion in front of Bangabandhu Bhaban at Dhanmondi here this afternoon.

Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) arranged the discussion on the occasion of the 38th martyrdom anniversary of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Bangamata Sheikh Fazilatunnesa Mujib.

With BCL President HM Badiuzzaman Sohag in the chair, the discussion was also addressed by Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, PM's Media Adviser Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, Dhaka University Vice-Chancellor Professor AAMS Siddique and BCL General Secretary Siddiqui Nazmul Alam.

Sheikh Hasina said after the assassination of Bangabandhu, the country witnessed 19 coups and hundreds of army, navy and air force officers were killed in those coups. She said the military dictators snatched the voting and constitutional rights of the people by grabbing power illegally after the killing of Bangabandhu.

To legalize their power, she said, the military dictators formed political parties and rigged the elections.

The Prime Minister said Awami League was always vocal against the military dictators who captured powered in illegal ways. "We were always vocal against the usurpation of power as the people are the real owners of the vote," she said.

About the opposition's demand of restoration of the caretaker government system, the Prime Minister said the people of the country did not forget the tyrannical rule of the past caretaker government.

She said teachers, students, politicians, businessmen -- all became the victims of torture and repression of the past caretaker government. "How long the people would suffer and face the adverse situation?" she posed a question.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangabandhu struggled throughout his life for democracy as well as constitutional rights and economic freedom of the people. 

The Prime Minister said her government has amended the constitution to protect democracy and return back the constitutional rights to the people. "We have amended the constitution to seal off usurpation of power illegally and ensure basic rights of the people who are the source of all power," she said. 

Narrating the background of the 15th amendment to the constitution, Sheikh Hasina said a special committee, headed by deputy leader of the House, was formed comprising lawmakers of all parties on July 21, 2010.

The JS body, she said, held 17 meetings with the people all professions including lawyers, journalists and civil society members and 51 recommendations were put forward to the committee.

Sheikh Hasina said the law minister placed the bill in the House on June 6, 2011 and the bill was sent back to the parliamentary standing committee on the same day. The bill was placed in the cabinet on June 20 the same year, she said.

The Prime Minister said the Jatiya Sangsad passed the bill on June 30, 2011 through direct voting. Two hundred ninety one votes were caste in favour of the bill, while one went against it, she said.

She said the bill has set a new milestone in the country's history as it protected democracy as well as ensured people's empowerment and voting rights of the people.

The Prime Minister said the nation achieved independence as the people cast votes for Awami League. "The party only not brought independence but also ensured the fundamental rights of the people," she said.

Highlighting tremendous successes of the present government in different fields, Sheikh Hasina said the country witnessed massive uplift when AL comes to power. When BNP assumes office, the country goes backward, she said. 

Describing massive development in the education sector, Sheikh Hasina said no country could achieve its desired goal without education.

In this connection, she mentioned distribution of 92 crore free textbooks, distribution of stipends among 1.28 crore students at primary and secondary levels, formation of PM's Education Assistance Trust Fund.
The Prime Minister asked the BCL leaders and workers to serve the nation with the attitude of sacrifice and being imbued with the ideals of Bangabandhu. "No achievement is possible without sacrifice," she said.

She also directed the BCL leaders and workers to groom themselves as well educated citizens to keep pace with the competitive world. "You would definitely involve with organization but not skipping study," she said. 

At the function, the BCL leaders handed over a copy of Matribhumi, an annual publication of the organization, to Sheikh Hasina.

Dhaka, August 30, 2013

People never deprived of by giving vote to AL: PM 

Seeking vote to come to power once again, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said people of the country had never been deprived of by giving vote to the Awami League (AL). 

"You gave us vote in the 2008 election, and you were not deprived. Next time, we also want your vote to build a nation free from corruption, militancy and terrorism," she said. 

"Awami League works with the objectives of building the country in line with the spirit of the War of Liberation. We will build a poverty and hunger free Bangladesh and our children will grow up with higher education and get modern life," she said. 

The Prime Minister was addressing a public rally at Suharawardi Uddyan organized by Dhaka City unit of Awami League commemorating the 38th anniversary August 15, the day of brutal killing of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Sheikh Hasina said, Awami League has guaranteed the people's right to food and franchise. Dhaka City is becoming a modern and beautiful city as the present government has already implemented many projects to put in place a better communication system as well as for its beautification.

She said, the section of people who burn the holy Quran, set fire to mosques, kill people, give indulgence to the killers and work with heart and soul to protect the war criminals, don't want welfare of the people of Bangladesh.

Awami League has established rule of law in the country. "We want development of the whole country, not any particular person," she said adding Awami League has achieved its success in reducing poverty rate in the country drastically.


The Prime Minister said, Awami League has ensured food security of the people, distributing food free of cost among the ultra poor and reaching the healthcare service to the doorsteps of the people. 

Pointing out government's mega programnme for distribution of the textbooks among students free of costs, she said scholarships are being given to student at secondary, higher secondary and higher education level. 

"We hope that the nation will grow them as an educated one. We have introduced them with modern science and technology particularly communication and information technology," she said.

Mentioning her electoral promise to build a Digital Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina said, Awami League honours the commitments that it gives people. "In our last stint we made mobile phones available to people through reducing their price and this time our government has made laptop available for people giving them internet access with low cost," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, people have got independence after giving vote to Awami League. And, they have got the rights of mother language and could introduce constitutional rule by giving vote to Awami League, she said.

Deputy leader of the Jatiya Sangsad Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, Awami League advisory council member Amir Hossain Amu and Tofail Ahmed, presidium member Mohammad Nasim and Sahara Khatun, Joint Secretary of Awami League Mahbubul Alam Hanif and general secretary of Dhaka City unit Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury Maya addressed the meeting, among others, while president of the unit MA Aziz was in the chair. 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said the killers remained scot-free for long as Ziaur Rahman gave them indulgence. By capturing power illegally, he imposed martial law and rehabilitated the killers with diplomatic jobs. 

But, the killers could not escape finally as every leader and worker of Awami League and above all the people of the country were pledged bound for their trial, she said.

Sheikh Haina said Bangladesh became free from stigma through execution of the killers. But, the nation is still reeling from another stigma of War Crimes in 1971.

She said the war criminals put forth our mothers and sisters to the hands of the occupation Pak forces, carried out genocide and responsible for looting, arson and atrocities during the time of liberation war. Bangabandhu initiated for their trial, but after his brutal killing Ziaur Rahman stopped the proceedings and made them ministers, advisors and established them politically and socially, she said. 
The Prime Minister said trail of the war criminals was one of the electoral commitment of Awami League. By the grace of the almighty, the trial has begun and people of the country are now getting the judgment, which was possible as people voted Awami League led Mohajote to power in 2008, she said. 

"We have launched the trial of the war criminals and the trial would complete one day," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina extended her sincere thanks to the people of Dhaka City for electing candidates of Mohajote in every constituency in the polls in 2008 and said Dhaka witnessed a massive development during the tenure of the present government. 

She said Awami League comes to power to give something to people, while BNP-Jamaat looted public money and siphoned off the money to abroad, which was detected by Singapore and US Federal Court.

"BNP leader visited Singapore twice to protect the money. But she couldn't as Singapore court asked the government to return the public money to Bangladesh," Sheikh Hasina said.

"It's a big achievement of our government to bring back the looted money from a foreign country, which happened for the first time in the country," she said adding the money would be used for public causes.

Expressing her steadfast resolve of making the country's electoral process free and fair, the Prime Minister said, "We never trial to snatch the voting rights of people to cling to power." 

In this regard she mentioned the farcical election on February 15, 1966 saying in that election BNP made a killer of Bangabandhu a parliament member through vote rigging. 

Sheikh Hasina also lambasted Begum Zia for celebrating her birthday on August 15 and said BNP leader has chosen the false birthday day for fun and to give me more pain. 

"No sensible person can make fun by cutting cake on a frightful day like August 15 even though the birthday falls on this day," she said.

Chittagong, August 29, 2013

PM seeks another chance to serve people

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasiina today called upon the people to give another chance to Awami League (AL) to serve them and build a poverty and hunger-free Bangladesh.
"We seek your vote to build a developed and prosperous Bangladesh free from razakars, terrorism, militancy and corruption," she said.

Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief, said this while addressing a mammoth public rally at C & B Ground in Fatikchhari this afternoon. Fatikchhari Upazila Awami League arranged the rally.

With Upazila AL President Alhaj Aftabuddin Chowdhury in the chair, the rally was addressed, among others, by AL Presidium Member Engineer Mosharraf Hossain, Food Minister Dr Abdur Razzak,Environment and Forest Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud, AL Advisory Council Member Ishaq Mia, Jatiya Party MP Anisul Islam Mahmud, JSD lawmaker Moinuddin Khan Badal, Chittagong City AL President ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury, Chittagong South AL President Moslem Uddin and General Secretary Mofizur Rahman, Chittagong North AL General Secretary MA Salam, AL leaders ATM Pearul Islam and Debashish Palit.

The Prime Minister said the country witnesses massive development and food autarky and the poor can have foods filling their stomach when AL remains in power.

"So rally under the flag of Awami League and vote for the party again if you want peace and development and also want to root out terrorism and militancy from the country forever," she said.

The Prime Minister said she is doing politics for the distressed people for whom Bangabandhu struggled and suffered imprisonment.

"I lost everything including father, mother and brothers in 1975. I have nothing to get. My only aim is to bring smile on the faces of the common people by ensuring their economic freedom," she said.

Calling upon the people not to be confused with the falsehood being resorted to by the opposition, Sheikh Hasina said resorting to falsehood is a characteristic of BNP.

In this connection, she said the BNP is refuting the money-laundering by Begum Zia's two sons, terming it a drama of the present government. "Awami League never stages drama. AL returns the property of the people," she said, asking the BNP not to confuse the people with this.

The Prime Minister said Begum Zia visited Singapore twice to protect the money which her two sons siphoned off. "But Singapore court did not return the money, rather the Singaporean government sent the laundered money to Bangladesh," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Awami League works for the welfare of the people when it goes to power. On the other hand, BNP commits corruption and plunders public property when it comes to power.

BNP-Jamaat does not know anything except killing, terrorism and corruption. "BNP has two virtues--one is corruption and the other is killing the people," she said.

Referring to the dark chapter of terrorism and corruption committed by BNP-led four-party alliance government, the Prime Minister said they did not deliver anything to the people except killing, corruption and money laundering.

"They unleashed atrocities on the opposition from 2001 to 2006 the way the Pakistani occupation forces did in 1971," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Begum Zia herself whitened her black money by paying fines, while her two sons siphoned off crores of Taka abroad. "We have brought back that money in the people's interest, which is a record in the country's history," she said.

The Prime Minister reiterated that the next polls will be held according to the constitution. "We have ensured constitutional and voting rights of the people. So next polls will be held as per the constitution," she said. 

She said all the 5,736 polls held in the last four and a half years of the present government were free, fair and neutral. None could raise any allegation about these polls, she said.

About the trial of war criminals, the Prime Minister said her government made a commitment to try the 1971 culprits who committed crimes against humanity during the War of Liberation. "We have started their trial and pronouncement of verdicts has begun. Insha Allah we would hold trial of all war criminals," she said.

Calling upon the people to be united on this issue, she wanted to know from the people of Fatikchhari whether they want their trial or not. In response, they extended their support by raising their hands.

Blasting BNP and Jamaat-Hefazat's May 5-6 terrible rampage across the country including capital, Sheikh Hasina said they torched mosques, set fire to prayer mates and burnt thousands of copies of the holy Quran. "They always tell about hefazat (protection) of Islam, but how could they torch mosques, assault imams and muezzins and burn the holy Quran?" she asked.

The Prime Minister said BNP and its allies Jamaat and Hefazat do politics in the name of Islam. "But they are killing innocent people like bus and CNG drivers, police, army and BGB personnel. Being a Muslim, how could a Muslim harm another Muslim?" she said. 
She also blasted BNP and Jamaat-Shibir for brutal killing of AL, Jubo League and Chhtra League leaders and workers at Bhujpur in Fatikchhari on April 11 last.

Sheikh Hasina highlighted a number of successes of her government including increasing GDP and lowering inflation, raising power production, development in education sector, providing government jobs to four lakh youths and creating employment opportunities for 80 lakh youths, ensuring supply of fertilizer, seeds and other agricultural inputs to boost production and reaching health services to the doorstep of people.

She also mentioned her government steps for the development of Madrasa education side by side with general education.

Earlier from the meeting venue, the Prime Minister inaugurated a food godown with 85,000 MT capacity at Halishahar CSD, the seven-storey outdoor building and the five-storey Dental Building of Chittagong Medical College Hospital, the administrative building of Chittagong Medical College, the upgradation of Chndanaish Upazila Health Complex and Satkania Upazila Health Complex, the Lohagora Upazila Trauma Centre and different projects of Chittagong Development Authority.

She also laid the foundation stones of Chittagong Outer Ring Road and the seven-storey female hostel of Chittagong Medical College. 

Sheikh Hasina enquired about the wellbeing of the families of the Bhujpur victims who went to the meeting venue to meet the Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister also unwrapped the cover of a book on the life and works of late Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury, a labour minister in the Bangabandhu cabinet.

Dhaka, August 28, 2013
Govt plans to form permanent pay commission for civil servants: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the government has a plan to form a permanent pay commission for giving recommendations on increasing salaries and allowances of the civil servants.

Sheikh Hasina said now the officials and employees have to wait for getting a pay commission year after year and they have also to wait when their salaries will be enhanced. 

"So, we have a plan to form a permanent pay commission to raise salaries of the government officials and employees regularly by keeping consistency with the inflation," she said.
The Prime Minister said this while inaugurating the newly constructed 150-bed Government Employees Hospital at Fulbaria near Bangabazar in the capital this afternoon.

Sheikh Hasina said her government is very much sincere for the welfare of the government officials and employees. "That's why the government has been executing various programmes," she said. 

"We have increased the retirement age of the government officials and employees to 59 from 57, while the retirement age of the freedom fighter public employees raised to 60 from 57," she said.

The Prime Minister said quota for the children of the freedom fighters has been preserved in the government jobs, while age limit for entrance to job of the disabled people has been enhanced to 32 instead of 30 including preservation of one percent quota.

The Ministry of Public Administration arranged the function. 

With Cabinet Secretary M Mushrraf Hussain Bhuiya in the chair, the function was addressed by Health Minister Dr AFM Ruhal Haque, PM's Public Administration Advisor HT Imam and Senior Secretary Abdus Sobhan Sikdar.

Sheikh Hasina underscored the need for more effective role of the officials and employees of the republic in implementing her government's commitment, far-sighted work plans and Vision- 2021 to ensure socioeconomic development of the country.

"We have to work for continuation of the democratic trend and accelerating the economic freedom. We will have also to work for making the independence meaningful and reaching its fruits to the doorsteps of the people," she said.

The Prime Minister said her government has been striving to build a middle income country by 2021. "Achieving this goal is possible if we all work with utmost sincerity," she said.

She said significant progress has been made in achieving the target of Vision-2021 following the active role of government officials and employees side by side with the time befitting plans and decision of the present government. 

"Ninety-six per cent of the Annual Development Programme (ADP) were implemented in the last fiscal year, while the 99.7 per cent decisions of the cabinet were executed in the last four years of the present government thanks to efficiency and immense contribution of the civil servants," she said.
Mentioning her government's election pledge of establishing good governance, she said promotion of officers at different levels has been given on the basis of their merit, qualification and efficiency to build an effective, skilled and dynamic administration.
The Prime Minister said the work on formulation of the Public Service Act, 2013 is progressing fast to make the public administration more efficient, dynamic and time befitting.

Reiterating her government's commitment to decentralize power, Sheikh Hasina sought cooperation of the government officials and employees. "We want to reach the services to the doorsteps of the people and you have a great responsibility to this end," she said. 

Describing various welfare-oriented measures for the government officials and employees, she said projects have been undertaken to construct multistoried building at different places including Mohammadpur and Segunbagicha in the capital to solve their housing problems.

She said the construction work of the 448 flats for the Jatiya Sangsad secretariat at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar is going on, while a project for constructing multistoried buildings at Azimpur and Motijheel government colonies is at the approval level. 

Referring to her government's achievement in health sector, Sheikh Hasina said many new hospitals have been established in the country in last four and half years, while several thousand doctors, health assistants and nurses have been appointed to improve the healthcare services. 

"We have given appointment of 4,133 assistant surgeons on the adhoc basis and 1,945 physicians through BCS exams in the health department, while a process for appointing 7,000 doctors, 5,000 nurses and 3,000 midwives is underway," she said. 

She mentioned the introduction of 15,000 community clinics and health care centers across the country and tele-medicine system through which health care services have been taken to the doorsteps of the common people.

The Prime Minister said her government has been upgrading all district and city hospitals as well as upazila health complexes of the country by increasing the number of beds and ensuring quality services from these.

In this context, she hoped that the four-storey new Government Employees Hospital with the 16-storey foundation would be able to ensure quality and standard healthcare services. 

She assured that the hospital would be upgraded to a medical college with 300-bed hospital in future.
Earlier, the Prime Minister inaugurated the 150-bed Government Employees Hospital by unveiling its plaque. She also went round different departments of the hospital.

The Public Works Department constructed the hospital at a cost of Taka 28.73 crore.

Dhaka, August 26, 2013
Begum Zia never believes in peaceful power changeover: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia never believes in peaceful power changeover and she always wants to create unrest in the country. 

"The opposition leader never believes in peaceful changes is state power. She always created anarchy in the past and she still creates problems," she said. 

The Prime Minister said this while delivering her introductory speech at a view exchange meeting with the district council administrators of 61 districts at her official Ganobhaban residence here this afternoon. 

Sheikh Hasina said she offered a dialogue to the opposition leader earlier to solve the 'problems' regarding the next elections. "But turning down the proposal, Khaleda Zia issued a 48-hour ultimatum to the government and the BNP and its allies Jamaat and Hefazat, unleashed violence, terrorism and anarchy in the country to topple the government. 

She said no government except the past Awami League regime has been able to hand over power peacefully since independence. "It is the AL which has an instance to hand over power peacefully in 2001." 

Sheikh Hasina reiterated that the next election would be held as per the constitution following the examples of other democratic countries around the world. 

"We have proven that it is possible to hold a free, fair and neutral election in the country under the AL government," she said. 

The Prime Minister said all the elections including JS by- polls and local government polls held under the present government in the last four and a half years were peaceful, free and fair. 

"We have strengthened the Election Commission to ensure a free, fair and neutral election in the country," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina also mentioned that the Election Commission is working independently and enjoying their absolute freedom for holding elections. 

"The EC so far conducted 5,753 various kinds of elections across the country in the last four and a half years. A total of 63,953 public representatives were elected through these elections and no allegation was raised regarding these polls," she said.

She firmly said only AL has the courage and strength to hold a free, fair and neutral election. "Only we have that courage and power, no one else has that," she said.

Sheikh Hasina criticized the opposition for resorting to falsehood about the recently held five city corporation elections. "If those elections were not free, fair and neutral, how could the opposition backed candidates win those polls?" she asked. 
Criticising the opposition's threat that they would boycott the election under the AL government, she said: "My question is how long the people of the country will suffer and how long they will pass their days in uncertainty."

Referring to the May 5-6 violence and anarchy created by BNP, Jamaat and Hefazat, she said all the people across the country were in grave tension at that time.

She said BNP, Jamaat and Hefazat are doing politics in the country using Islam, but they assaulted imams and muazzins, set fire to prayer mates inside the Baitul Mukarram Mosque and burnt hundreds of copies of the holy Quran. 
The Prime Minister underscored the need for decentralization of power to ensure countrywide balanced development of all sectors including education, health, communication and infrastructure sectors. 

"We believe in decentralization of power to reach the fruits of independence to the doorstep of common people," she said. 

To ensure this, she said, activities of different district- level offices including construction and maintenance of roads, and bridges, schools and educational institutions and health facilities have been handed over to the district councils, she said. 

Sheikh Hasina mentioned that her government wants to make further dynamic and effective the activities of the district councils in future through strengthening their power by handing over more offices to them. 
Besides, she said, the administrators, who will be elected representatives, will make district-based budgetary and development planning based on local needs and demands.

The Awami League chief said Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman took initiatives to decentralize the power and began developing the war-ravaged country by undertaking massive uplift programmes in various sectors including education, health and communication. 

She said after brutal assassination of Bangabandhu in 1975, the nation building activities initiated by Bangabandhu were halted by the military dictators.

After a long struggle, she said, Awami League again came to power in 1996, and her government carried out massive development through implementing pro-people programmes. 

Sheikh Hasina said but when BNP-Jamaat assumed office in 2001, the wheels of development were halted again as the BNP and Jamaat were engaged in massive plundering and corruption. 

"They took the country backwards through massive corruption and money laundering and unleashing terrorism, militancy and violence," she said. 

In this regard, she mentioned that the BNP leader along with her finance minister whitened their black money by paying fines, while her two sons siphoned off crores of Taka abroad.

"The BNP has two virtues-one is graft and another is killing of the people," she said.


The Prime Minister said her present government again brought the country on the right track of development and prosperity and increased electricity generation capacity, solved water and gas crises, improved education, health, ICT and communication sectors. 

About the 15th amendment to the constitution, Sheikh Hasina said it was done democratically and transparently through the special JS body headed by the deputy leader of the House. 

She said the special committee which was tasked to amend the constitution held 27 meetings with representatives from various political parties, lawyers, journalists, professional bodies and intellectuals. 

About the much-awaited Padma Bridge, Sheikh Hasina again said the government would construct the mega project from its own fund. 
She said the Padma Bridge project has become a victim of the international conspiracy. "The World Bank first said corruption was committed in the project, but later the global lender backtracked its allegation saying that only plot of graft, not corruption, took place in the project," she said.
Sheikh Hasina said the land acquisition work has already been completed, while the construction work of the approach road is underway. 

The Prime Minister urged all to work unitedly to build Bangladesh as a middle income country free from hunger and poverty by the year 2021.

Deputy Leader of the House Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, Textiles and Jute Minister Abdul Latif Siddiqui, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister Faruk Khan, AL Presidium Member Nuh-ul-Alam Lenin and Local Government Secretary Abu Alam Shahid Khan were present at the meeting, conducted by State Minister for LGRD and Cooperatives Jahangir Kabir Nanak.
Dhaka, August 25, 2013

PM's financial support for slain BGB members

Families of two slain members of Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB), died in the recent attacks of Jamaat-Shibir activists, received financial assistance from the Prime Minister today.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina handed over the saving certificates of Taka 10 lakh to each of the families at her Tejgaon office, PM's press secretary Abul Kalam Azad said.

Abdus Sobhan, father of slain BGB sepoy Lablu Hossain and Nasrin Akter Aleya, wife of slain JCO Nayeb Subadar Shah Alam received the saving certificates.

At that time the Prime Minister conveyed her sympathy to them saying she thought about providing the financial assistance to lessen their economic sufferings. She hoped that the financial support would be useful for them to live on.

The BGB members were killed by Jamaat-Shibir activists during agitation against the verdict of the International Crime Tribunal convicting their party leaders for committing crime against humanity during the War of Liberation in 1971.

Home Minister Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir and PM's advisor HT Imam were present at that time.

Narayanganj, August 24, 2013

PM opens 412 MW Haripur power plant

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today formally inaugurated the newly-built 412 megawatt (MW) Haripur combined cycle power plant, the largest base-load power plant in public sector under the present Awami League government.

Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the power plant unveiling its plaque from a public rally organized by local Awami League at Shaheed Manju Stadium.

Electricity Generation Company of Bangladesh (EGCB) under the Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Ministry constructed the power plant at Haripur in Narayanganj with the financial support from Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and Bangladesh government.

Taka 396,593.85 lakhs were spent for completion of the power plant which went into production on April 4 this year. On March 20, 2011, the Prime Minister laid the foundation stone of the plant.

Sheikh Hasina also opened the Joyti Basu Memorial Library and Seminar Hall at Bardi village under Sonargaon upazila today.

The library and seminar hall was named after Joyti Basu, a noted politician of the subcontinent and former chief minister of Indian state of West Bengal. 

Naryanganj District Council constructed the library and seminar hall at the ancestral home of Jyoti Basu following the commitment of the Prime Minister, officials said, adding Taka 169.33 lakhs were spent for this purpose. 

From the rally venue, Sheikh Hasina also inaugurated Muktijoddha SM Mazharul Haque Auditorium and Community Centre at Araihazar and Narayanganj Circuit House.

She also laid the foundation stones of the main office of Bangladesh Institute of Research and Training on Applied Nutrition (BIRTAN), Primary Teachers Training Institute (PTI) in Narayanganj, extension of upazila complex and the extended administrative building at Araihazar, extended administrative building of upazila complex in Rupganj, 576.214-metre long PC girder bridge on the Shitalakhya River at Murapara Ferighat, Agricultural Training Institute, up gradation of Bandar upazila health complex to 50-bed from the existing 31-bed one, 75-metre long PC girder bridge on Doyakanda Canal under Araihazar upazila and Siddhirganj 335 MW combined cycle power plant.
Narayanganj, August 24, 2013

Vote AL to keep up development: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the people to vote for Awami League in the next election saying country's ongoing development would continue only if her party is voted to power.

"BNP has gone mad to protect the war criminals. Country's development will suffer a debacle if BNP and its allies- Jamaat and Hefajat- come to power," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, BNP would initiate a new styled politics of vengeance, corruption, militancy and terrorism that they had unleashed during 2001-2006, if they can capture the power again. 

She said, Bangladesh went behind in all economic and social index during the past tenure of BNP, and the leader of the opposition has already given threat to stop many of our developments, obstructing the ongoing development. 

The Prime Minister, who arrived here this afternoon to inaugurate a number of development projects and lay foundation ofsome others, was addressing a huge a public meeting at Shaheed Monju Stadium.

Sheikh Hasina said, BNP leader and her allies Jamaat and Hefajat have already started the rehearsal in many parts of the country what they will do if they come to power. They will open Hawa Bhaban newly and start attacking political opponents and minorities, rape women and resort to arson, she said.

BNP will stop the education support programmes taken by the present government including free distribution of textbooks among students, stipends and community clinics, and the country would also experience a big jolt in its way of digitalization. 

Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, LGRD and Cooperatives Minister Syed Ashraful Islam, PM's advisor Towfiq-e- Elahi Chowdhury, state minister for power Enamul Haque, state minister for primary and mass education Motahar Hossain addressed the meeting while president of Upazila unit of Awami League Alhaj Shajalal Mia was in the chair.

Central Awami League leaders Ahmed Hossain, SM Kamal Hossain and Enamul Haque Shamim, Nasim Osman, MP, Nazrul Islam Babu, MP, Gazi Golam Dastagir, MP and Subid Ali Bhuiyan, MP, also spoke, on the occasion. 
Recalling the grenade attack on an Awami League rally in Dhaka on August 21 in 2004, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said, the politics of conspiracy had begun in Bangladesh after the killing of Bangabandhu. People's right to food and franchise was snatched and Bangladesh was made a country of terrorism and militancy, she added. 

She said, Bangladesh was liberated under the leadership of Bangabandhu, who also rebuilt the war ravaged country within a short period after independence. But Bangabandhu was killed when he was carrying forward the country to economic progress. 

Sheikh Hasina said, coming to power after 21 years, Awami League made the country self-sufficient in food production. But, Bangladesh again became a food-deficit country during BNP's lasttenure. They tried to cling to power by making 1.23 crore false voters. But, people of the country foiled their ill motive. 

She said, BNP taking office in 2001 had resorted to a reign of terror all over the country. Many Awami League leaders and workers including former Finance Minister SAMS Kibria and Ahsanullah Master were killed at the hands of BNP. 

BNP killed 17 workers as they wanted enhanced wages while 18 farmers were killed for demanding fertilizer, she said adding the BNP government shot dead people in Kansat as they demanded electricity, she added.

The Prime Minister said, the state of emergency was declared in the country in 2007 and a military-backed caretaker government clung to power for two years due to failure of BNP. No section of people could escape their torture. BNP didn't change its character at all over the last seven years, she said.

Pointing out her government's initiative for power generation in private sector, the Prime Minister said, the Awami League government after taking office in 1996, took first such 
initiative in Haripur and Meghnaghat. 

Extending her thanks to the people of Narayanganj for electing all five candidates of Mohajote in the last general election, she said people's mandate helped her government in taking massive development work in Narayanganj.

Earlier, the Prime Minister inaugurated a number of development projects- 412 MW combined cycle power plant, Muktijoddha SM Majharul Haq Auditorium and Community Centre, Narayanganj Circuit House and Sr Jyoti Basu Smriti Pathagar and Seminar Hall, Sonargaon. 

She also laid the foundation stone of Bangladesh Institute of Research and Training on Applied Nutrition-BIRTAN, Primary Teachers Training Institute, Araihajar Upazila Complex Bhaban, PC Guarder Bridge on Shitalakkya River at Murapara, and on Dayakanda Khal in Araihajar, Agricultural Training Institute, BandarUpazila Health Complex Bhaban and Siddhirganj 335 MW combined power cycle power plant.

The Prime Minister said, every nook and corner of Narayanganj district has got touch of development during the tenure of the present government. She said over 21,000 kilometers of roads and over 4000 bridges and culverts were constructed in the country during this period. 

The Prime Minister said, Awami League believes in development. We declared that we will build Bangladesh as a digital country. "In 1996, we made mobile phone available to 
common people." 

This time we are striving for reaching the science and technological education to every village and home, giving internet service and laptop to the people at a cheaper price. About 20,000 multimedia classrooms were set up in different schools across the country, she said. 

The Prime Minister said, "We want to create an atmosphere where people of our country would live in peace and progress." 

Urging all students to pursue studies attentively, the Prime Minister said, her government has attached highest importance to education without which a nation cannot get rid of poverty. 

She also urged the students to keep themselves free from drugs and requested the guardians, Imams, law enforcement agencies and political leaders to raise public awareness and protect the youth from drug abuse. 

Pointing out the recent killing of a police inspector and his wife by their drug addict daughter, the Prime Minister said there can be no gravest sin like the killing of parents. She urged the people to remain careful in this regard.

Dhaka, August 23, 2013
Live with strong mentality: PM urges Hindu community

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged members of the Hindu community to keep their courage high and live with a strong mentality during the period of political instability in the country. 

"You have to live with a strong mentality as a section political groups always try to swoop on minority people during the time of political turmoil," she said adding, "We have jointly liberated the country, and we have to build the nation together".
The Prime Minister said this when leaders of Janmastami Celebration Committee, Bangladesh Puja Udjapan Committee and Hindu religious leaders called on the PM at her Gonobhaban here.

She urged the leaders of the Hindu community to reach a consensus on the process of returning the vested property. Shesaid the government is committed to returning the vested property to the original owners or their heirs. 

President of Bangladesh Janmastami Udjapan Parishd Debashish Palit, Secretary Advocate Chandan Talukder, vice-president of Bangladesh Puja Udjapan Parishad Kajal Debnath, Secretary Monindra Kumar Nath, president of Dhaka Mohanagar Puja Udjapan 
Parishad Basudev Dhar and secretary of the Parishad Nirmol Chatterjee were present on the occasion.

State Minister for Religious Affairs Advocate Shajahan Mia, principal of Dhaka Ramkrishna Math and Mission Ameyananda Mohara, mohanta of Banskhali Hrishidham Sudharshana Nanda Puri, chief of ISCON Bangladesh chapter Sri Pada Charu Chandra Das Brahamachariya and moharaj of Sitakunda Shankar Math Sri Math Tapananda Giri were also present. 

Parishd leaders praised the role of the Prime Minister in promoting secular spirit in the country. They hoped that the barriers created in the way of returning the vested property would be removed. 

The Prime Minister said the fanatics who attack on Hindu temples, mosques, pagodas and other places of worship are the same. They don't believe in country's independence and sovereignty and democracy, she alleged. 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh was born to live as a secular state where people of all religions, creed and caste would live in peace and happiness.

But, the dream dashed down after the killing of Bangabandhu.

She said members of the minority community in the country were victimized when democracy was disrupted. During the pre and post election period in 2001, they had to suffer immensely in the hands of BNP-Jamaat clique.

The minorities are mostly vulnerable during the period of caretaker government when democracy remains absent in thecountry, she said.

Replying to the concern of Hindu leaders over the uncertainty of next general elections, the Prime Minister urged them not to be worried saying, "The boat will not sink though it 
faces ups and down." 
"We are holding the steering in strong hand, so don't be worried. Be united and committed," she said. Expressing her government's firm resolve against all discrimination against the minority people, the Prime Minister said attacks on minorities 
decreased to a large extent when Awami League came to power in 2009.

In this regard, the Prime Minister criticized the dual role of some political parties on minority issues. "They bite as a snake and later try to treat like snake charmers," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Awami League believes that every people irrespective of religious identity would live in the country amid fraternity. "You have born in this country. So you will live with all rights," she said.

Terming the absence of democracy as one of the root causes of torture on minorities, the Prime Minister said, "We are striving for an enduring democracy for country's socio-economic development." 

"None will be able to play with the fate of people if people's economic and social conditions improved," she said adding we want to build South Asia as an abode of peace.
Sheikh Hasina said Awami League is firmly committed to people's right to vote. In the last 38 years after killing of Bangabandhu, the state power was never handed over peacefully except in 2001, when Awami League was in power, she said. 

In this regard, she asserted that the next election would be held as per the constitution and the party, which would be voted, will rule the country. She said the caretaker system was abolished at the directives of the Supreme Court. But, a section of people including some lawyers don't want to accept the court verdict, she lamented. 

The Prime Minister assured the Parishad leaders of providing all support to rebuild the temples destroyed in the attacks of BNP-Jamaat bigots.

The government has already taken measures to rebuild some temples and steps would be taken for the rests, she said.

Dhaka, August 23, 2013

PM asks opposition to place proposal about polls-time government

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the opposition to join the next parliament session and place their proposal regarding the next elections and the polls-time government.


"We would welcome any sort of proposal of the opposition if it gives in the upcoming session of the Jatiya Sangsad," she said, adding she herself and her government always believe in solving any problems through discussion.

The Prime Minister said this while talking to United Nations (UN) Secretary General Ban Ki-moon over phone this morning. 

PM's Media Advisor Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury confirmed it to BSS.

"During the telephonic conversation, the Prime Minister apprised Ban Ki-moon of the next general elections and the current political situation," Iqbal said. 

Sheikh Hasina informed the UN secretary general that she earlier gave a proposal to Opposition Leader Begum Khaleda Zia to sit for a dialogue to solve the problems.

"But not responding to the proposal, she (Khaleda Zia) issued a 48-hour ultimatum to the government and later the opposition destroyed peace and political environment by unleashing violence, terrorism and subversive acts to topple the government," Sheikh Hasina said. 

The Prime Minister said her government wants peace and to see peaceful handover of power through free, fair and impartial elections.

Sheikh Hasina expressed her high hopes that the next general election would be held in due time as per the constitution and the people would be able to cast their votes without any barrier. 

The Prime Minister said the opposition had brought an adjournment motion about the polls-time government in parliament and the treasury bench agreed to discuss the issue in the House. "But the opposition withdrew its adjournment motion within three hours as it was reluctant to solve the problems," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the treasury bench wanted to discuss the issue in the Jatiya Sangsad as it tried to solve any political issue through discussion, dialogue and in peaceful environment.

The Prime Minister said the 15th amendment to the constitution was brought following the verdict of the country's apex court.

She said the apex court declared the 13th amendment to the constitution as illegal as any unelected government is conflicting with the constitution. "Only the elected representatives would run the country," the court said.

Sheikh Hasina said the parliamentary special committee which was tasked to bring an amendment to the constitution brought the amendment after a long discussion with all stakeholders including civil society and media representatives. 

"Apart from the lawmakers, the JS special body discussed the issue with all and such a long time discussion was not held in the past in the parliamentary history," she said.

PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said the UN secretary general made the phone call at about 11.30 am and the conversation lasted for about 30 minutes.

The UN Secretary General lauded Bangladesh's tremendous successes in the fields of democracy, economic growth and millennium development goals under the leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, Iqbal said.

"Bangladesh has been acclaimed internationally for its firm stance against terrorism, militancy and fundamentalism," he said, adding the world needs a leadership like Sheikh Hasina.

Ban Ki-moon expressed the hope that Bangladesh's advancement in democracy, economy and anti-militant activities would continue under the leadership of Sheikh Hasina.

The UN secretary general invited the Prime Minister to attend the next UN General Assembly session slated for the next month. 

Accepting the invitation, Sheikh Hasina said her participation in the UNGA would depend on the situation as the JS session is likely to continue that time.

The Prime Minister also invited the UN secretary general to visit Bangladesh at his convenient time.

Ban Ki-moon also expressed sympathy to Sheikh Hasina for the assassination of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and most of his family members on august 15, 1975, and the August 21 grenade attacks in 2004 that claimed lives of 24 AL 
leaders and workers.

Dhaka, August 22, 2013
ICD CEO calls on PM

Chief Executive Officer of the Islamic Corporation for Development of the Private Sector (ICD) Khaled Mohammed Al -Aboodi called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her office here today. 
During the meeting, the Prime Minister said that her government would encourage more investments in the infrastructure and private sector development in the country by the ICD. 

Briefing reporters after the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad told newsmen that the issues of construction of a deep seaport as well as agro-based food processing industries were discussed in the meeting.

Extending her thanks to ICD for providing financial support to the private sector in Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina appreciated ICD's consideration of Bangladesh as one of the most promising emerging economies of the world and at the same time a strategically important partner in the development of the private sector among its member countries.

The Prime Minister also lauded the ICD's desire to establish a specialized bank in Bangladesh with international presence for the development of the country's infrastructure and also its plan to invest 105 million US dollars in the next three years (2013- 2016) in Bangladesh under its Member Country Partnership Strategy (MCPS) programme. 

Mentioning that power generation is one of the top most national priorities, Sheikh Hasina said the private sector is highly encouraged to invest in this sector. 

She also thanked the organization for approving $ 15 million loan from ICD's own source against a private power production company for establishing a 100 MW HFO- based power plant in Chittagong.

Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, PMO secretary Molla Waheeduzzaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were present.

Dhaka, August 22, 2013

Country to be run as per constitution: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today reiterated her firm stance to run the country as per the constitution. "The government believes in democracy and constitution and nothing will be done beyond the constitution," she said.

The Prime Minister made the comments while a delegation of newly- elected office-bearers of Chittagong Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI) called on her at the Prime Minister Office (PMO) here this morning.

CCCI President Mahbubul Alam led the team, while MA Latif, MP, was present, among others. 

PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters after the meeting.

The Prime Minister said that all the elections, including local government and JS by-polls, held under the present government were free, fair and neutral. "No allegation was raised regarding these elections," she said. 

Highlighting various development activities of the government in the last four and a half years, Sheikh Hasina said that the government is committed to developing the country for the welfare of the people. 

"After assuming office, we engaged all our efforts for the development of the country as we were voted for that," she said.

Regarding the achievement in the power sector, she said that while the government took the office in 2009, the total power generation in the country was only 3200 MW. 

She said that during the 1996-2001 tenure AL government increased the power generation to 4300 MW from 1600 MW. 

"But the electricity generation reduced to 3200 MW as the BNP-Jamaat alliance government and the subsequent caretaker government could not add a single megawatt of electricity to the national grid," she said. 

After coming to power this time, she said, the present AL government took short, medium and long term plans to improve the power situation. "The country is now producing over 6675 MW electricity daily," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said the present government has made massive development for Chittagong port city.

The construction work of the second bridge on the Karnaphuli river was completed and that of Dhaka-Chittagong four-lane is progressing fast, she added. 

She also said that the process for constructing a tunnel under the Karnaphuli river has already started. "To ease the traffic congestion of the port city, the government took initiatives to build a number of flyovers," she said.

The Prime Minister mentioned that the government has developed the Dhaka-Chittagong rail lines and Cox's Bazar Airport. 

"The power situation in Chittagong region improved significantly as her government solved the problems of Raozan power plant," she said.
She asked the businessmen to compare the development activities of the present government with those of the previous BNP- Jamaat government.

Describing various initiatives of the government to make the investment easier, she said that the government wanted to create an environment where the investors could invest easily. 

"We want the businessmen to do their trade and business as per rules," she said.

She requested businessmen to come up with newer export items to earn more foreign currencies for the country. In this connection, she mentioned that Bangladesh at present is producing 35 items from jute. 

The Prime Minister said that the government has ensured food security for the people as government has constructed a huge number of CSDs and silos.

She said her government has laid emphasis on research in agri-sector. "Tomato and some other crops are available throughout the year while steps have been taken to produce onion round the year," she said. 

The Prime Minister thanked the businessmen for their sincere cooperation to keep the prices of essentials at tolerable level during the holy Ramadan. 

She said the government has taken various measurers to keep the prices of essentials within the people's purchasing capacity.

The CCCI delegation apprised the Prime Minister of the completion of the World Trade Center in the port city and invited her to inaugurate it at her convenient time. 

Sheikh Hasina accepted the invitation and thanked the CCCI office-bearers for setting up the center, saying that it would open up a new horizon in trade and business in Bangladesh.

Dhaka, August 21, 2013
Remain alert against resurgence of militants, PM urges people

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today cautioned people about resurgence of militants urging them to remain careful so that occurrence of any incident like the grenade attack on August 21, 2004 doesn't happen in the country again. 

"People have to remain cautious about the militants, Jamaat and Hefajat. They will destroy the country," she said after placing wreaths at the memorial of martyrs of the gruesome grenade attack at Banbabandhu Avenue.

"The people who can perpetrate such an attack to vanish the opposition, what they will do for the nation, do they really want any welfare of the nation?" she asked.

"After coming to power in 2009, Awami League didn't take any retaliation and no such attack on the opposition occurred in the country during our time," she said. 

The makeshift memorial was set up in front of the Awami League office at Bangabandhu Avenue where the militants lobbed 13 grenades on an Awami League peace rally on this day in 2004. 

The gruesome attack, patronized by high-ups of the then ruling government was apparently aimed to annihilate Awami League president Sheikh Hasina, current Prime Minister. In a miracle she survived, but 24 party leaders and workers including women leader Ivy Rahman were killed.

The Prime Minister accompanied by her cabinet colleagues first placed a floral wreath at the altar. Later, along with senior party leaders she placed a wreath as the president of Awami League.

Leaders of 14-party alliance, parliament members, relatives of the martyrs, injured party leaders and workers were present to pay their tributes to the martyrs of the grenade attack. 

The Prime Minister distributed cheques and saving certificates among the injured persons and relatives of the martyrs as financial assistance for treatment and education of their children. 

Recalling the terrific scenario of the grenade attack, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said, no civilized society allows such occurrence. "They used the deadly grenades to kill us which are supposed to be used in the war," she said. 

"The terrorists threw 13 grenades one after another. But, the law enforcer were in complete silence at the time. They backed the killers to flee without any hindrance," she said. 

"Police lobbed teargas and resorted to lathi-charge when people were in rush to shift the injured person to the hospitals and safe place. They even, didn't allow us to speak in the parliament on the issue," she added. 

"Such incidents were happening each and everyday since BNP-Jamaat took office in2001. Even they had showed their audacity to carry out grenade attack on British High Commissioner," she recalled saying the whole regime of BNP-Jamaat from 2001-2006 was an era of terrorism.
The Prime Minister said, BNP conducted a farcical investigation into the grenade attack and destroyed all evidences. 

Pointing out repeated attack on her, Sheikh Hasina said, from the very beginning of her return to the country from exile life in 1981, the killers attempted on her life. "Such attack was not unusual as the killers of Bangabandhu were in the helm of power," she said.

Being failed to destroy me politically, she said, BNP times and again publicly threatened her to vanish in the same way they had killed her Father Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 

Pointing out the trial of the perpetrators of the August 21 grenade attack, she said, names of BNP high-ups involved with the attack and ministers who protected the killers came in the deposition of the witnesses. 

"It's a cold-blooded murder," she said adding "the nation must be protected from their hands." 

The Prime Minister sought support of the countrymen to build up Bangladesh with the ideals of the War of Liberation and eliminate the root of terrorism from the country.

Dhaka, August 19, 2013

GSP suspension not US stand against Bangladesh: Levin

Visiting US Congressman Sander Levin today said, the suspension of the GSP facilities for Bangladesh by the USA is not a stand by the US government against the country.

The US Congressman said this in a meeting with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her office here today, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said after the meeting.

The Prime Minister hoped that the good actions would reinstate GSP facilities by the US Trade Registrar (USTR) by December this year.

Levin hoped that Bangladesh's RMG sector would see further development with united efforts from all stakeholders including the buyers and retailers.

The buyers and retailers have to play their due role towards development of this sector and there is a need for united efforts of all to this end, he said.

The Prime Minister highlighted various steps taken by the government for the welfare of the country's people particularly the large-scale social safety net programmes for poor.
Bangladesh has made good progress in socio-economic development, GDP growth, empowerment of women, social mobility, education and health, she said.

She also mentioned about progress the country has made good to contain terrorism, developing relations with neighboring countries and increase its contribution to UN Peace keeping.

About the tragic 'Rana Plaza' building collapse incident and loss of lives, the Prime Minister said, soon after the incident, her government took all possible steps at quickest time to ensure smooth rescue operation as well as treatment of the injured people.

The Prime Minister said, Bangladesh has adopted Labour Law 2013 to protect rights of the working class people. The government has initiated for appointing as many as 200 workers and setting up 7 firefighting stations to improve factory safety. Websites will be launched to provide information on state of the factories and workers.

Ambassador at Large M Ziauddin, PM's Media Advisor Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, PMO Secretary Molla Waheeduzzaman, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad and US ambassador to Bangladesh Dan W Mozena were present.
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