Dhaka, July 2, 2013

Protect natural sources, breeding place of fish: PM

Putting emphasis on protecting natural sources and breeding place of fishes, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said attention will have to be given so that fishes could procreate without fear and disturbance.


"Let us come to retain our progress by ensuring optimum use of all natural resources," she said.


The Prime Minister called upon all concerned to give more attention so that none could catch fish fry and egg- bearing mother fishes during their breeding time in the rainy season.


She also stressed the need for creating more awareness about the use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides as well as unplanned waste management, construction of roads and embankments to check squeezing of reproduction, physical growth and breeding ground of the fish.


The Prime Minister was addressing the inaugural function of the 'National Fisheries Week 2013" held at Osmani Memorial Auditorium in the capital this morning.


The Directorate of Fisheries and the Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock (MOFL) jointly organized the function.


The theme of this year's fisheries week is "Machey Machey Bhorbo Desh, Gorbo Sonar Bangladesh (country would be abundant in fishes, so that we could build a golden Bengal).


Fisheries and Livestock Minister Abdul Latif Biswas presided over the function, while Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, State Minister for Fisheries and Livestock M Abdul Hai and Fisheries and Livestock Secretary Uzzwal Bikash Dutta spoke on the occasion.


The Prime Minister called upon all concerned to follow rules while extracting fish from the sea and give importance to set up fish processing industries. "The fish processing industries would help create employment and fetch foreign currencies," she said.


Sheikh Hasina said after assuming office this time, her government has taken the policy 'Jaal Jaar Jola Taar' (those who belong to fishing nets are the owners of waterbodies) and framed and implemented the National Waterbody Management Policy 2009.


Besides, she said, the work on registration of fishermen and providing of identity cards to them are progressing fast to reach the government incentives and assistance to the real fishermen and establish their rights in the waterbody (Jolmohal).


She mentioned that her government has implemented various programmes in last fourand a half years for the socioeconomic development of the real fishermen through introducing new technologies in fish cultivation and sustainable preservation system of fish resources.


The Prime Minister said production of Hilsha fish has stood at 3.47 lakh metric tonnes by increasing 50,000 MT thanks to implementation of Jatka protection projects in 21 districts and setting up of five safe regions for Hilsha.

 

About shrimp export, the Prime Minister said her government has solved the problem with the European Union which stopped importing of shrimps from Bangladesh due to forgery of the previous BNP-Jamaat government.


She said the government allocated 87,069 MT foodgrains for the fishermen in the last four and a half years, which was only 6,901 MT during the seven- year rule of the BNP-Jamaat government and the subsequent caretaker government.
Sheikh Hasina said per head allocation of food for the fishermen has been raised to 30 kg from 10 kg, while the duration of the food assistance has been increased to four months from three months.


She said three international standard Fish Quality Control Laboratories have been set up in Dhaka, Chittagong and Khulna, while a Shrimp Research Centre has been established in Bagerhat to ensure exports of quality shrimps.


Sheikh Hasina said that exports of fish and fish products have been increased to 26.87 percent and earnings have been raised by 45.03 percent in the last four and a half years due to proper steps of the present government.


She said her government has been implementing 202 projects through its own funds to face the negative impact of climate change.


"The country's only natural breeding place of the Ruhi fish, the Halda River, has been declared as a fish sanctuary," she added.


Sheikh Hasina said the government has turned Bangladesh Fish Development Corporation into a profit-making organization.


"A Fishery Diploma Institute has been set up in Chandpur, while the work on establishing such institutes in Gopalganj, Kishoreganj and Sirajganj is underway to build a skilled and trained manpower in this sector," she said.


She said the government has finalized the process for procuring research and survey ships in cooperation with the IDB and the Malaysian government for the sustainable management of the resources," she said.


With the procurement of the ships, she said, the stocks of the fish resources of the entire coastal area including the extended maritime boundary could be known.

Earlier, the Prime Minister handed over gold medals to five organizations and persons and silver medals to 15 organizations and persons for their special contribution to the fisheries sector. She also distributed token identity cards, first of its kind in the country, among nine fishermen.


Later, Sheikh Hasina opened the National Fisheries Week-2013 by releasing fish fries at the Ganobhaban pond at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar in the capital.

Dhaka, July 3, 2013

144 family members of Savar victims get cheques from PM

More 144 family members of the garment workers died in Savar building collapse incident on April 24 received cheques from Prime Minister's relief and welfare fund here today. 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina distributed the cheques of financial assistance among 144 family members of the 101 victims of the tragic incident at a function at her Tejgaon office.


So far, the Prime Minister disbursed about Taka 13 crore and one lakh for the families of the deceased and injured garment workers.


Out of them 654 family members of the dead garment workers received financial assistance of Taka 9.71 crore and thirty injured garment workers received Taka 3.30 crore from the Prime Minister's fund.


Senior officials of the Prime Minister Office and leaders of BGMEA were present on the occasion. 

Meanwhile, more organizations and individuals donated cheques of financial assistance to the Prime Minister's Relief and Welfare Fund for the Savar victims.


Secretary of the President Monzur Hossain handed over the cheque of the one- day salary of the officials of the President Office to the Prime Minister.


Chairman of Bangladesh Export Processing Zone Authority (BEPZA), president of Institute of Chartered Accountants of Bangladesh and an expatriate US national also handed over cheque to the Prime Minister.

Dhaka, July 4, 2013

PM flies for London

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina left here this morning for London on a weeklong official visit to the United Kingdom (UK) and east European Republic of Belarus. 


A VVIP flight of Biman Bangladesh Airlines carrying the Prime Minister and members of her entourage left Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport (HSIA) for London at 9.30 am. 

Deputy Leader of the Jatiya Sangsad Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, agriculture minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, finance minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, civil aviation and tourism minister Faruk Khan, cultural affairs minister Abul Kalam Azad, PM's advisor HT Iman, Chief Whip Abdus Shahid saw the Prime Minister off at the airport.


Cabinet Secretary, chiefs of three services, PM's Principal Secretary, British envoy in Bangladesh and senior government officials were present.

On the first leg, she will visit the United Kingdom from July 4 to 8. From there, she will visit Belarus on July 8-10, according to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA). 


The flight is scheduled to reach Heathrow International Airport at 2.50 pm (London time) the same day.


Bangladesh High Commissioner to the UK Mohammed Mijarul Quayes and his wife will receive the Prime Minister at the airport. 


From Heathrow, the Prime Minister will be taken to Hotel Hilton through a ceremonial motorcade where she will be staying during her visit to the UK. 


In London, the Prime Minister is scheduled to have a meeting with British Foreign Minister William Hague today. She will address a meeting of the Bangladesh community in the UK tomorrow. She will have a breakfast meeting with the peers and parliament members of the UK on July 8. Sheikh Hasina will leave London for Minsk, the Belarusian capital, on July 8.


She is expected to return home on July 11.
London, July 5, 2013

Next elections to be held in manner democratic countries follow: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has reiterated that the next general elections of Bangladesh will be held in such a manner which is followed by the United Kingdom and other democratic nations across the world.


"Our government would hold next general polls like in the UK and other democracies," she said.


The Prime Minister said this when British Secretary of State William Hague called on her at her hotel suite in London on Thursday evening (local time).


After the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters.


Referring to the opposition's demand for the restoration of the caretaker government system, Sheikh Hasina said this system was declared unconstitutional by the country's apex court and abolished through the 15th amendment to the constitution.


Stressing the need for continuation of democratic trend, the Prime Minister said desired development of a nation could not be possible without uninterrupted democracy.


Sheikh Hasina said her government has strengthened democratic institutions including the election commission to stand democracy on a solid footing. 

In this connection, she mentioned the holding of about 6,000 elections including recent our city corporation polls in a free, fair, neutral and peaceful manner.


"None could raise any allegation about the polls," she said.


About the ongoing trial of war criminals, Sheikh Hasina said the International War Crimes Tribunals are doing good work by trying those who committed unpardonable crimes against humanity in 1971.


Referring to the recent violent acts of Jamaat-e-Islami and Hefajat-e-Islam, Sheikh Hasina said: "We cannot allow that as our government is against all forms of extremism."


Talking about the present situation in the garment sector in Bangladesh, the Prime Minister said her government has taken various initiatives to ensure welfare of the country's four million RMG workers.


"The present government has raised the salary of the workers by 80 percent," she added.

About the recent Rana Plaza collapse in Savar, she said her government took the prompt action to rescue the workers trapped under the rubbles of the eight-storey building.

 She said her government is providing financial assistance to the family members of Rana Plaza collapse victims.



The Prime Minister listed her government's impressive successes in the fields of agriculture, health, education, food security, women empowerment and social safety net.


She thanked the British government for its help to Bangladesh in attaining some MDGs before 2015.


The British secretary of state praised tremendous development in various sectors in Bangladesh under the stewardship of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.


Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Ambassador at Large M Ziauddin, Bangladesh High Commissioner to Britain Mohammed Mijarul Quayes and Press Secretary Abul Klam Azad were present.


Sheikh Hasina arrived here on Thursday on a five-day official visit to the United Kingdom.

London, July 6, 2013

PM trashes denial of writing article by Khaleda in Washington Times

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has trashed the denial of writing article by Opposition Leader Begum Khaleda Zia in the Washington Times which confirmed that it was the BNP chairperson who wrote the article.


"The BNP chairperson tarnished the image of the country by writing article in the Washington Times requesting cancellation of generalized system of preferences (GSP) facilities of Bangladeshi products and imposing economic sanction on Bangladesh by the USA," she said.


The Prime Minister said this while addressing a meeting of the expatriate Bangladeshis living in the UK and other European countries at London Hilton Hotel on Fridayevening (local time).


Sheikh Hasina, also the AL President, said now the BNP leaders are denying writing the article in the Washington Times in the face of huge criticism by all quarters. "BNP could not have committed such an offence, if they had patriotism," she said.


She said now the BNP leaders are claiming that the write up was published in the name of Begum Khaleda Zia.by using her fake signature. "But my question is that how the Washington Times has showed such an audacity by publishing the article in her (Begum Zia's) name?" she asked.


She said many senior BNP leaders made comments in favor of the article after its publication but they are now refuting it. "If the signature is really fake, why BNP is not filing case against the Washington Times authorities?" she posed a question. 


The Prime Minister said the Washington Times authorities confirmed that it was Khaleda Zia who wrote the article. "This has proved that how big a liar the BNP is?" she asked.


Sheikh Hasina asked the expatriate Bangladeshis to find out the London-based public relations firm which pursued the Washington Times authorities to publish Begum Zia's article.

 
"You should trace out the PR firm why they did such an audacious work," she said.

Referring to the dark chapter of militancy, terrorism and corruption by the previous BNP-Jamaat alliance government, the Prime Minister said these misdeeds of the BNP-Jamaat would come back, and the country's image would be tarnished again if they return to power.


Sheikh Hasina said the present government after assuming office restored the country's image by containing terrorism and militancy with an iron hand and carrying out massive development.

"The government has ensured food and social security, and minimized public sufferings to a great extent by generating electricity," she said, adding the country never witnessed such development in the past.


The Prime Minister requested the expatriate Bangladeshis to project the impressive successes of the present government in various fields to the countrymen.


Referring to recent violent acts unleashed by BNP- Jamaat and Hefajat-e-Islam, Sheikh Hasina said a deep-rooted conspiracy was hatched in the country from May 4 to 6 to oust the government. "The government foiled the conspiracy as there is nothing to tolerate the plotters," she said.


The Prime Minister said BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat torched various things including prayer mats inside and outside of the Baitul Mukarram National Mosque as well as banks, House Building Finance Corporation building and shops and vehicles and burnt a huge number of copies of the Holy Quran.


"They also made penniless the poor hawkers by torching their small roadside shops," she said, adding the people are well aware of those who burnt the Holy Quran, cut trees and torched shops of the hawkers in the name of movement. 


Sheikh Hasina said her government has been providing financial assistance to the hawkers who became penniless due to terrible rampage of BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat-e-Islam.

 
Later, the Prime Minister received donations from the expatriate Bangladeshis for the victims of the Rana Plaza tragedy.


In this connection, she said her government is providing financial assistance to the family members of Rana Plaza collapse victims.


Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, President of All European AL Anil Das Gupta, President of UK AL Advisory Committee Shamsuddin Khan and President of UK Chapter AL Sultan Mahmud Sharif and its General Secretary Syed Sajedur Rahman were present on the occasion, among others.
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