October 21, 2012

PM for more Chinese investment to make stronger relations
DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today laid importance on making stronger relations with China and sought more Chinese investment in the areas of energy, agriculture and infrastructure development.

Bangladesh gives high importance to its relations with China, which can be possible through boosting Chinese investment in Bangladesh, assistance in infrastructure development, regional connectivity and support to removing trade deficit, she said.

The Prime Minister said this at a meeting with a high- powered delegation of the Central Committee of Chinese Communist Party at her office here today.

Member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau (CPC) Central Committee Li Changchun led the delegation.

Briefing reporters after the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said the Prime Minister urged the Chinese delegation for more investment in different sectors offering land for Chinese companies in special economic zones in Bangladesh.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh Awami League as one of the oldest political parties of the region, has excellent cooperative relations with Chinese Communist Party and the two parties can work together for regional peace and stability.

She recalled that the relations between Bangladesh Awami League and Chinese Communist Party had gained ground through the visits of Bangabandhu in 1953 and 1957. Based on that foundation, the relations between the two countries are progressing ahead, she said.

Sheikh Hasina reiterated her continued support for 'one China policy', and said the two countries share common views and stand on many global issues at the international forum.

Urging the delegation to inspire their traders to import more Bangladeshi goods, she said Dhaka would welcome more Chinese investment in agro- processing, energy and power, pharmaceutical, communications and infrastructure development sectors.
Sheikh Hasina briefed the delegation on her government's success in different areas including community health, food production, education and women empowerment.

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) delegation included Minister for International Department of CPC Central Committee Wang Jiarui, Education Minister Yuan Guiren, Cultural Affairs Minister Cai Wu, Minister for State Administration of Radio, Film and Television Cai Fuchao, Minister for General Administration of Press and Publication Liu Binjie and Vice Minister of Commerce Jiang Zengwei.

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, State Minister for Power Enamul Haque, Ambassador at-Large M Ziauddin, PM's Principal Secretary Shiekh M Wahid Uz Zaman, PMO Secretary Mollah Wahiduzzaman, ERD Secretary Iqbal Mohmood, Power Secretary Abul Kalam Azad and Chinese Ambassador in Dhaka Li Jun were present on the occasion.

The Chinese delegation leader offered the Prime Minister of Chinese government's support for expansion of the Pagla Water Treatment Plant and cooperation for development of road and connectivity.

The Chinese government also decided to make double the scholarship for Bangladeshi students to pursue their studies in China, he said. He laid importance on more political, commercial and cultural exchange between the two countries.

The Chinese delegation appreciated the dynamic leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Vision 2021 as well as Bangladesh's progress in different areas under her able leadership.

October 21, 2012

Dhaka-Beijing sign 3 collaborative instruments

DHAKA: Bangladesh today signed three bilateral instruments with China for strengthening economic and technical collaboration in different areas including power sector.

The instruments include one agreement, one memorandum of understanding (MoU) and a framework agreement.

The agreement is on Economic and Technical Cooperation, the MoU is on Strengthening Cooperation in the Field of Electric Power and the Framework Agreement is on a Concessional Loan provided by China to Bangladesh, the sources said.

Chinese delegation member and Vice Minister of Commerce Jiang Zengwei and Senior Secretary of Economic Relations Division of Bangladesh Iqbal Mahmood, and Secretary of the Power Division Abul Kalam Azad signed the instruments at PMO in presence of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

Earlier, the delegation led by member of the China Communist Party Standing Committee Political Bureau Li Changchum made a courtesy call on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her office.

October 23, 2012

PM hopes secular people will take nation ahead

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today expressed her firm optimism that secular people of Bangladesh will take the country towards peace and prosperity through joint efforts the way they earned the nation's freedom in 1971.

She said Bangladesh is identified as a secular country around the world. "We want to maintain it so that everyone irrespective of religious faith or sectoral identity can enjoy all social, political and religious rights and contribute to national development."

The Prime Minister said this while addressing the devotees during her visit to Dhakeswari National Temple and Dhaka Ramkrishna Mission here marking the Durga Puja, the largest religious festival of the Bengali Hindu community. 

"The unique feature of our religious harmony is that people of this country celebrate Eid, Puja, Christmas, Buddha Purnima and Pahela Boishak with much enthusiasm and participation of the cross section of people of all religions," she said. 
Saying that communal harmony and strong democracy are the foremost requisites for country's progress, Sheikh Hasina said her government has taken steps for ensuring political, social and all constitutional rights of people as well as their economic emancipation aimed at making a prosperous country.

"Religion is a matter of individual but the festivals are for all," the Prime Minister observed saying, "It's the great achievement of Bengali people." 

As the Prime Minister arrived in Dhakeswari National Temple, leaders of Bangladesh Puja Udjapan Parishad and Mohanagar Sarbojanin Puja Committee received her. 

Minister Suranjit Sengupta, President of Bangladesh Puja Udjapan Parishad Kanutosh Majumder, Secretary Monindra Kumar Nath, chief advisor C R Dutta, President of Mohanagar Sarbojanin Puja Committee Basudev Dhar and General Secretary Nirmal Chatterjee spoke among others. 

Home Minister Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir was present on the occasion. 

From Dhakeswari Temple, the Prime Minister went to Dhaka Ramkrishna Math O Mission in Gopibag. Principal of the Mission Swami Ameyananda Moharaj received the Prime Minister on her arrival there.
The Prime Minister said, "We believe that people are above all and they will be able to live with all status of a human being. We want to create an atmosphere where their all rights would be preserved." 
She said, Islam also has guaranteed rights of people of other religions to observe their religious rites. "So we want no more clash, terrorism, militancy in Bangladesh. We want to build Bangladesh as a peaceful abode in South Asia." 

Pointing out the myth on the arrival of goddess Durga this year on Elephant and departure by Boat, the Prime Minister said, "It symbolizes that the country will have abundant food production this year for which we are striving after formation of the government." 

"We have ensured food security of people and Bangladesh with the grace of the Almighty has become self sufficient in food production," she said adding the country also achieved progress in education, health and other sectors over the years despite 
global economic recession. 

She said, "We have earned freedom under the leadership of Bangabandhu, and Inshallah, we will able to build Sonar Bangla as dreamt by the Father of the Nation," she said. 

She thanked the members of the Hindu community for celebrating the Durga Puja in around 28,000 mondops amidst festivity and said, "you have to keep it mind that you are living in the country with your all rights and that majority people of the country are very liberal." 

Addressing the devotees at Ramkrishna Mission, the Prime Minister said that to make development sustainable, "we have to make democracy sustainable." The present government has taken steps to make democracy sustainable through amending the constitution, she said.

October 23, 2012

Sunil's death shocks PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has expressed her deep shock at the death of eminent poet and writer of the Sub-continent and friend of the country's Liberation War Sunil Gangopadhyay.


In a message of condolence, the Prime Minister said death of the versatile writer is an irreparable loss for Bengali literature. 

The Prime Minister said the writer would be immortal to the readers for his uncountable poems, tales, novels, satires and dramas including novel Sheyi Shomoye, Purba-Pachim and Protjhom- alo as well as poem series of Nikhilesh and Neera.

Sunil Gangopadhyay, born in Faridpur district, had created a new trend in the Bengali literature, she said adding an era of contemporary Bengali literature has been ended at the death of this time-winning writer.

Sunil has contributed for making Bengali poets as an editor of poetry magazine'Krittibas', she said.

Recalling the invaluable contribution of the writer during the country's War of Liberation, the Prime Minister said his articles and poems were source of inspiration for the Freedom Fighters that time. His works had given courage to the refugees to tolerate sufferings, she said.

Sheikh Hasina expressed profound sympathy to the bereaved family members of Sunil and hoped that almighty will give them strength to bear the loss.


Sunil Gangopadhyay passed away following a massive heart attack at his South Kolkata residence early Tuesday.

October 27, 2012

Country will surely be poverty free by 2021, PM hopes on Eid Day

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has expressed her firm optimism that more people would come out of poverty trap in the coming days in the country and Bangladesh would be a hunger free country by 2021.

She said her government is making relentless efforts to ensure overall development of the country as well as welfare of the people of every section particularly bringing the poor section out of poverty.

"Due to our government's initiative, around five crore people were already beenelevated their economic position to middle- income group from low-income," she said adding if this trend continues, inshallh Bangladesh would be a poverty and hunger free nation by 2021. 

The Prime Minister was talking to media people after exchanging greetings of Eid-ul Azha with party leaders and workers, and a cross section of people at her official residence Gonobhabn here today.

Political leaders, freedom fighters, intellectuals, doctors, engineers, journalists, trade body leaders, leaders of front organizations of Awami League, government officials and employees and a large number of people of different section of the society including poor arrived Gonobhaban to exchange Eid-greetings with the Prime Minister.
The Prime Minister entertained the visitors with sweetmeats, semais, fruits and cakes. The poor were provided with sari, lungi, food and cash money. Urging all to take lesson of sacrifice from the message of holy Eid-ul Azha and devote them to nation's welfare, the Prime Minister said, "It's a matter of great pleasure for us that every people of the country irrespective of their religious faith are now observing their religious rites peacefully and with financial ability."
"We have taken pragmatic steps for increasing food production, proper distribution of food, settling joblessness and implementation of the annual development programme for a quick socio-economic development of the country. Around 74 lakh people have found their jobs during our tenure," she said. 

PM's younger sister Sheikh Rehana, Awami League Advisory Council member Amir Hossain Amu, presidium members Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, Yusuf Hossain Humayun and Sahara Khatun, General Secretary Syed Ashraful Islam, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Civil Aviation Minister Faruk Khan, State Minister Shirin Sharmin Chowdhury and Joint Secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif were present, among others, on the occasion.

Pointing out the country's excellent law and order during the festivity, the Prime Minister said, "We have made our best to keep the situation peaceful. We also tried to keep the prices of sacrificial animals and other essentials within the purchasing capacity of the people." 

She said the traders of cattle market could do their businesses peacefully as the government has taken all necessary actions to check extortionists. As a result, she said, supply of cattle-heads in the market was abundant and their prices were also under control. 

Online trading of cattle also helped checking troubles usually caused by extortionists in the market, she observed.

"The situation was far better, if you compare the present condition with the era of previous government, when the sacrificial animals were shot dead by extortionists," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said her government has also made its best efforts so that people can travel to their village homes to celebrate the holy Eid and meet their near and dear ones. In future, we will do better to give the people more comfort and privileges, she said. 

The Prime Minister urged the media to broadcast the good works and services of the government as well as highlighting its failures and flaws. 

"You will surely draw attention of the people to our flaws and wrongs. But, you should also outline our successes," she said adding, "It's damaging for a nation if you only bring the wrongs on the screen and keep the successes out of scene."

On the Eid-Ul-Azha, senior Awami League leaders greeted the Prime Minister in the morning at Gonobhaban. She talked to the leaders and exchanged pleasantries with them.

Later, the Prime Minister exchanged Eid-greetings with judges of the Supreme Court, senior government officials and diplomats of different countries.


State Minister for Religious Affairs Advocate Mohammad Shajahan Mia, MP, Chief Justice Mohammad Mozammel Hossain, cabinet secretary, chiefs of the three services, high commissioners and ambassadors of different countries attended the function.

October 28, 2012

Govt does not want any attack on religions, religious sentiment: PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said her government does not want any attack on religions, religious institutions and religious sentiment as it believes in communal harmony.

"We do not want to see any attack on religions, religious institutions and religious sentiment. We want that the people of all faiths will perform their respective religions freely, peacefully and with festivity," she said. 

The Prime Minister said this while exchanging greetings with representatives of the Buddhist community at her official Ganobhaban residence here this morning on the occasion of the Probarana Purnima. 

Sheikh Hasina also said the investigations into the recent attacks on Buddhist villages in Ramu and Ukhiya is going on and perpetrators of the crime must be tracked down and punished. 

Lamenting for the September 29 mayhem in Cox's Bazar and Chittagong, the Prime Minister said it cannot be believed any way that such inhumanity may happen. 

"It is my question that who and which intention the heinous act is occurred," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said all religions give importance to humanity, preach the message of peace and respect to each others. "But sometimes such suicidal incidents take place in our society which bring beastliness and where there is no brotherhood," she said. 

The Prime Minister said through the attacks on Buddhist temples and monasteries in Cox's Bazar and Chiitagong, the thousand years' tradition of religion, culture and history of our country has been destroyed.

"There is a thousand years' tradition of religion, culture and history in our country. But through the attacks on Buddhist temples and monasteries in Cox's Bazar and Chiitagong, the tradition has been trampled," she said.

Industries Minister Dilip Barua, Sanghanayak Shuddhanonda Mohathero, Sangharaz Dharmasen Mohathero, President of Buddhist Federation Biswapati Barua, Secretary General of Bangladesh Buddhist Association Ajit Ranjan Barua, Secretary General of Bangladesh Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha and Awami League Advisory Council Member Prof Kanak Kumar Barua, Vice-Chairman of Buddhist Welfare Trust Sajal Talukdar Barua and Principal of Dhaka international Buddist temple Srimat Dharmamitra Mohathero also spoke on the occasion.

The function was conducted by Barrister Biplab Barua and member of Buddhist Welfare Trust Supta Bhusan Barua.

Sheikh Hasina also said the present Awami League government believes in the principles that religions are whose whose, but festivals belong to all.

"It is our ideology that Bangladesh, as a country of non-communalism, would ensure equal rights of all people and religions," she said.

She said the constitution presented by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahaman had ensured that rights. "But after the assassination of Bangabandhu in 1975, the military rulers snatched the rights by mutilating and changing the constitution," she said.

Expressing heartfelt gratitude to the people for their huge mandate to the Awami League in 2008 elections, Sheikh Hasina said it has helped restoration of the spirit of the War of Liberation and ensuring equal rights of the people.

"The landslide victory in 2008 not only installed us in power, it also helped bringing 15th amendment to constitution thus ensured equal rights of the people and sealed off usurpation of state power illegally," she said.

The Prime Minister called upon all including the people of Buddhist community to work unitedly for foiling the evil design of the plotters to destroy the hard-earned democracy as well as to check playing of ducks and drakes with the fate of the people.

Sheikh Hasina said her government has already established the voting rights of the people, and a free, fair, peaceful and neutral holding of over 6000 elections in the last four years is the bright examples of it.

She said her government has been working hard to create such an environment, where people irrespective of religion, caste and creed will enjoy equal rights and will perform their religions with full freedom and festivity.

"People of all religions in Bangladesh are living with peace and harmony as they liberated the country through bloody struggle in 1971 and they will enjoy equal rights in the country," she said.
The Prime Minister said a vested quarter unleashed attacks on the Buddhist temples and monasteries in Cox's Bazar and Chittagong and torched and damaged the houses of the Buddhists people to tarnish the image of the country.

She said her government already taken steps to reconstruct the Buddhist temples and monasteries in Cox's Bazar and Chittagong as well as houses of the victims.

"Bangladesh Army and Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) have been engaged side by side with civil administration in reconstructing the Buddhist temples and monasteries in Cox's Bazar and Chittagong as well as houses of the victims," she said.

Highlighting tremendous successes in various fields, Sheikh Hasina said her government is working tirelessly to ensure basic and constitutional rights of the people.

October 30, 2012

Indian envoy Pankaj Saran calls on Prime Minister

DHAKA: Top Indian leaders today conveyed their highest appreciation to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for her dynamic and able leadership for overall economic progress of Bangladesh to bring prosperity for its people.

Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh Pankaj Saran conveyed the messages of Indian President Pranab Mukherjee and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina during a courtesy call on her at Prime Minister's Office (PMO) here today. 

The Indian envoy also conveyed the Eid greetings of Indian leaders to Bangladesh Prime Minister.

Briefing reporters after the call on meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said the Indian leaders praised the relentless service of the Prime Minister for the prosperity of the people of Bangladesh.

"The Indian leaders particularly appreciated the leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for development of Bangladesh keeping the country's macro- economy stable and rate of inflation lower despite global meltdown," Azad said. 

During the meeting, the Prime Minister and the Indian envoy discussed the issue of importing gas from Shiliguri, India through Rangpur, and construction of a second power grid with India linking Sylhet and northeastern Indian state of Meghalaya.

Various matters related to mutual interests also came during the discussion. The issues included- implementation of the boundary protocol signed between Dhaka and New Delhi under Mujib- Indira Agreement-1974 for exchange of border lands between the two countries, and present status of execution of the projects under Indian credit line.
Ambassador at-Large M Ziauddin, PM's Principal Secretary Sheikh M Wahid-Uz Zaman and PMO Secretary Mollah Wahiduzzaman were present.
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