2 September, 2012

PM returns home after attending NAM Summit 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina returned home on Saturday evening after attending the 16th summit of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM).

A VVIP flight of Biman Bangladesh Airlines (BG-044) carrying the Prime Minister and her entourage members landed at the Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport at about 6:18pm.

Cabinet members, party leaders and high government officials received her at the VVIP Lounge of the airport.

Earlier, the Prime Minister left Tehran for Dhaka at about 11:55am (Iran Time).

Bangladesh Ambassador in Tehran Khandakar Abdus Sattar, Iranian Minister for Judiciary Morteza Bakhtiari and high government officials saw her off at the airport.

During the four-day visit, the Prime Minister delivered her speech in the NAM Summit calling upon its leaders to put pressure on the United Nations and International Financial Institutions for reforms to ensure fair, democratic and balanced decisions at different levels.

Sheikh Hasina on Friday chaired a session on general discussion on the 16th Summit of NAM.

Apart from attending the NAM summit, Hasina had talks on the sidelines with Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, Iranian President Dr Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa discussing bilateral, regional and international issues.

Hasina also had a meeting with Nepalese Prime Minister Baburam Bhattarai when she renewed Bangladesh’s proposal for setting up a hydropower plant in joint venture with Nepal.

Hasina also called on Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran Ayatollah Ali Hoseini-Khameni at his residence and stressed the need for the unity of the Muslim Ummah.

The Prime Minister also met President of Benin Tomas Yaji Boni, Prime Minister of Bhutan Jigme Thinley, Syrian Prime Minister Wael Nader Al Halqi, Foreign Minister of Bahrain Sheikh Khalid Bin Ahmed Bin Mohammed, Foreign Minister of the Maldives Dr Ahmed Shaheed, Jordanian Prince Hassan Bin Talal, Mohamoud Jirdeh Hussein Minister for Labor, Social Affairs and Youth and Sports of Somalia, Deputy Foreign Minister of the United Arab Emirates and Executive Director of South center Martin Khor.

The two-day main summit of NAM, a grouping of 120 countries, started on Thursday at the OIC Convention Centre in Tehran and ended on Friday adopting the Tehran Declaration.

Hasina along with other heads of state and government also joined a dinner hosted by Iranian President Dr Mahmoud Ahmadinejad at the Permanent International Exhibition Centre in Tehran.
2 September, 2012 
Hasina backs Iranian leadership in NAM 

PM moves vote of thanks 
TEHRAN, Sept 1: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has reaffirmed unwavering support of the NAM member states of the Asia Pacific group to Iran to lead the movement in the next three years, not only to strengthen the NAM solidarity but also to build global partnership. The Prime Minister expressed the support while moving a vote of thanks on behalf of the Asia-Pacific group in the concluding session of the 16th NAM summit in the OIC Convention Center in Tehran tonight.

Sheikh Hasina, the only female Prime Minister attending the summit, was nominated to give vote of thanks on behalf of the group.

The Prime Minister said the NAM members feel that the support is critically important as their endeavor to create inclusive global governance and restructure the international political, financial and economic architecture.

She said NAM looks today and tomorrow with hope and resolve to give equal voice to all, particularly the four billion people from the NAM nations and to empower those that are marginalized.

Recognizing the enormous challenges in the coming days Sheikh Hasina said NAM is confident that under the chairmanship of Iran, it will be able to deliver the aspiration of the member countries and Bangladesh is ready to along with all members of Asia Pacific Group to support Iran in that journey.

The Prime Minister expressed the confidence of the member countries that NAM will be able to make a difference and move towards a just and durable solution on the Palestinian issue.

Sheikh Hasina thanked the Iranian government for its warm and lavish hospitality to the leaders of Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) in the last few days. “We have experienced the truly lavish centuries-old Persian hospitality and warmth,” she said.
Terming the arrangement of the conference as very excellent, she said it has provided the leaders extensive opportunities on the sidelines to meet with other member states to review bilateral relations and reiterate their solidarity.

The Prime Minister is scheduled to return home this evening after wrapping up her four-day visit to Iran to attend the 16th NAM Summit.

1 September, 2012

PM for joint venture with Nepal 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday reiterated Bangladesh's proposal for setting up a hydropower project with Nepal in joint venture. 

She made the proposal again during her meeting with Nepalese Prime Minister Baburam Bhattarai on the sidelines of the 16th Nam Summit in Tehran, reports BSS. 
After the meeting, Press Secretary to the Prime Minister Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters. During the meeting, he said, the two leaders discussed issues relating to bilateral interests. 

Hasina laid emphasis on regional cooperation in the greater interest of development of the region. 
Earlier, Hasina expressed her interest in the joint venture hydropower project during her bilateral meeting with Bhattarai in November last year in the Maldives during the SAARC Summit.

During their meeting yesterday, the Nepalese prime minister sought Bangladesh investment in the Himalayan country either in the form of FDI or joint venture. 

He also underscored the need for boosting trade relations between the two countries for mutual benefits. 

Foreign Minister Dipu Moni was present at the meeting. 

HASINA MEETS KHAMENEI
Supreme leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran Ayatollah Ali Hoseini-Khamenei yesterday stressed the need for further expansion of bilateral relations between Bangladesh and Iran as Hasina called on him on the sidelines of the summit. 

Khamenei emphasised that both the countries could work together in different international forums for common benefit. 

After the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Azad briefed reporters. 

The Iranian supreme leader welcomed Hasina and her delegation, and thanked her for participating in the summit. 

He highlighted the historical, cultural and religious links between the two brotherly countries, and lauded the role of Bangladesh in different international bodies such as the UN, Nam, OIC and D-8. He hoped that as the new chair of 120-nation Nam, Iran would be able to play an effective role for strengthening the solidarity among member states. He sought Bangladesh's support in this regard. 

In response, the prime minister called for greater unity among the Muslim countries, and hoped that the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC) would take initiatives to solve problems within the Muslim nations through consultations. Thanking the Iranian leader, Hasina appreciated his speech at the inaugural session of the summit. 
She assured him of Bangladesh's full support to Iran during the chairmanship of Nam over the next three years. 

Hasina recalled that in the month of August, Bangladesh's Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had been assassinated. Khamenei particularly offered his prayers for the eternal peace of Bangabandhu's departed soul. 

The prime minister was accompanied by Dipu Moni, Ambassador at Large M Ziauddin, Foreign Secretary Mijarul Quayes and Bangladesh Ambassador to Iran Khondker Abdus Sattar.

HASINA CHAIRS GENERAL DISCUSSION AT NAM
The prime minister yesterday chaired a session of the general discussion at the summit. 

Bangladesh has been elected as one of the vice-chairs of the 16th Nam Summit. In this capacity, Hasina presided over the session previous to the closing session of the summit. 

UNB adds: Wrapping up her four-day tour, Hasina is scheduled to land at Shahjalal International Airport in Dhaka around 6:30 pm (Bangladesh time) today.

During the visit, the prime minister delivered her speech at the plenary session of the summit on the opening day. Besides, she had talks on the sidelines with Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa.

The two-day main summit of the Nam started on Thursday at the OIC Convention Centre in Tehran and ended yesterday adopting the Tehran Declaration. 

31 August, 2012

Strengthen Nam for lasting peace 

Urges Hasina at summit plenary 

Leaders and delegates of the Non-Aligned Movement (Nam), including Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, pose for a photo before the start of their summit in Tehran yesterday. A showpiece summit hosted by Iran stumbled as soon as it opened when the head of the UN pressed Tehran on its nuclear stand, and Egypt's new leader publicly sided with Syria's opposition. 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has called for a strong and effective Non-Aligned Movement (Nam), saying the 120-member alliance today needs to be a united, strong and effective body to ensure sustainable global peace and security.

"The founding fathers of Nam envisaged a world order based on mutual respect, sovereign equality, justice and the rule of law. Now Nam needs to work together to realise the total commitment of our leaders to its principles," she said yesterday while addressing the main plenary of the 16th Nam Summit at OIC Convention Centre in Tehran. 

Nam leaders need to work with a reformed UN and other financial institutions for fair, democratic and balanced decisions at different levels of the world bodies, she noted. 

Nam needs to focus on justice in all spheres within and among its member states as injustice is the basic cause of global conflicts. Only justice can ensure peace and development, and “it can be achieved only through democracy and people's empowerment”, she said. 

Calling upon Nam leaders to work with a reformed UN, she said in the sixties, Nam's activities had centred on decolonisation and independence of nations. “But today, emphasis is on democracy, justice, freedom, human rights and climatic disorder.” 

"So, Nam needs to work with a reformed United Nations and international financial institutions on these vital issues," she noted. 

The premier said Bangladesh stood firm on Nam's demand for a sovereign, viable Palestine with Al-Quds Al Sharif as its capital, living in peace with its neighbours.

Calling for resolving the Palestine and other similar burning issues through justice and democratic and socio-economic rights, she said blatant injustice, murder, torture and humiliation were being perpetuated by Israel on the Palestinian people.

She also condemned Israel for preventing the five-member Nam Committee on Palestine from holding a scheduled ministerial meeting in Ramallah this month, and said it was a violation of international law by Israel. 

Hasina warmly congratulated Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on his assumption of the chair for the 16th Summit of the Non-Aligned Movement. She also thanked Egypt for its leadership as past chair of this movement.

She called upon Nam to work jointly for a global agreement on limiting greenhouse gas emissions, the principle of common and differentiated responsibilities, climate funding, among other things, for adaptation and mitigation, transfer of green technologies. 

She said though Bangladesh had achieved near self-sufficiency in food, despite a growing population and climate change challenges, reports of drought, food shortage and rising food prices “elsewhere has been very disturbing”. 

She said migration with development was one of the largest inter-state economic activities of this century. “The majority of the world's labour migrants are from the Nam countries and their remittances alleviate poverty and contribute to development in both the sending and the receiving states.” 

The prime minister said though there was a relatively free flow of capital, there was no free flow of labour. So, Nam must raise a strong voice for the implementation of the Mode IV of the Gats and adopt initiatives for safe migration and protection of the rights of migrants, especially women and children.

Hasina said her government was making relentless efforts for strengthening democracy and justice in Bangladesh through eradicating poverty, hunger, inequality, deprivation and ensuring sustained growth, human development, and rooting out terrorism. 

To achieve the global goal, she said, Bangladesh had placed a "People's Empowerment and Development" model before the last UN General Assembly. The model might be an important pillar for the 120-nation Nam's new vision, she hoped.

"I believe the model can deliver justice, equality, strengthen democracy leading to development, progress, political stability and sustainable peace, within nations, and all across the world," she added. 

Reiterating Bangladesh's zero tolerance to terrorism, Hasina said: "We support Nam's position against terrorism and pledge to extend all cooperation to eliminate it.” In this regard, she mentioned the incident of August 15, 1975, and attempt on her life in 2004 and said usurpation of state power through terrorism should be eliminated. 

Hasina highlighted her government's striving to establish affinity and connectivity with neighbouring countries to ensure sustained prosperity, and said connectivity would mean greater trade and economic cooperation benefiting all and leading to a prosperous and a stable region. 
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Bangladesh and Iran yesterday emphasised making the Non-Aligned Movement (Nam) more effective through a coordinated approach by its all member states.

The two countries came up with the view when Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina called on Iranian President Dr Mahmoud Ahmadinejad at the OIC Convention Centre in Tehran on the sidelines of the 16th Nam Summit that began yesterday.

They discussed issues relating to bilateral interests.

Hasina told the Iranian president that Bangladesh maintains its macroeconomic stability despite the global recession. “Bangladesh's economy is doing well despite the global economic meltdown,” she said.

Earlier, the prime minister met Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa at the same venue.

During the meeting, Hasina underscored the need for direct air and shipping links with Sri Lanka to promote trade and business between the two countries.

30 August, 2012

Deal 'as soon as feasible'

Manmohan assures Hasina of Teesta waters; Nam summit starts today
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh yesterday assured his Bangladesh counterpart Sheikh Hasina of India's firm commitment to ink the proposed Teesta water-sharing deal "as soon as feasible".

During their meeting at Grand Azadi Hotel in Tehran ahead of the Non-Aligned Movement (Nam) Summit, Manmohan also said the land boundary agreement would happen at the same time.

The Tipaimukh hydroelectricity project in India's Manipur also came up during the meeting between the two leaders when notes were exchanged. Manmohan reiterated that India would not do anything which would harm the interests of Bangladesh, official sources said.

The 15-minute one-on-one meeting between Manmohan and Hasina was followed by a 40-minute delegation-level discussion between the two sides.

A range of bilateral issues also figured during the discussions. 

The Indian premier told Hasina that internal consultations on Teesta water-sharing and also the implementation of the land boundary agreement, which covers an exchange of 111 enclaves between the next-door neighbours, were underway and "both will happen as soon as feasible", according to the sources.

Manmohan Singh made it clear that India was "firmly committed" both to implementing the land boundary accord, signed during his visit to Dhaka in September last year, and the proposed Teesta water agreement which had to be scrapped following last-minute objections raised by West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee.

Mamata has set up a one-man commission to study round-the-year availability of water in the West Bengal part of the common river Teesta that flows into Bangladesh so that the West Bengal government could assess the quantum of water that could be shared with its eastern neighbour.

India has to ratify the land boundary agreement through the approval of parliament, for which the ruling UPA government requires a two-thirds majority as it involves an amendment to the constitution. The Indian cabinet has already approved the deal.
However, the opposition BJP and AGP have voiced reservations over the implications of the agreement. The Trinamool Congress, a key UPA ally, is also reported to be concerned over certain aspects of the accord, particularly the one relating to the exchange of enclaves and the population there.

Manmohan and Hasina also discussed the progress in utilisation of the $1 billion line of credit (LoC) extended by India to Bangladesh. Under the LoC, 600 projects worth $600 million have been finalised and $200 million converted into grant.

The two leaders, who met for the second time in eight months since their meeting on the sidelines of the SAARC summit in the Maldives, also appreciated the enhanced cooperation between their two countries, increasing trade spurred by more goods from Bangladesh accessing the Indian market free of duty and setting up of border haats.

Manmohan had, during his visit to Dhaka last year, announced a duty-free entry of certain Bangladeshi garments into the Indian market.

BSS adds: During the meeting, Hasina expressed her happiness over the first meeting of the joint experts group on the proposed Tipaimukh Hydropower Project. "It is a good start," she said. 

The meeting of the Bangladesh-India sub-group under the aegis of the Joint Rivers Commission (JRC), held in New Delhi on August 27-28, finalised the terms of reference for a joint study on the dam's impact. India handed over a five-volume Detailed Project Report (DPR) to Bangladesh to enable it carry out an impact study on the hydroelectric dam to be built on the Barak river.

The Indian prime minister said the process was underway to open four more border haats, including in Tripura and Mizoram. He said India was working to export 250MW of electricity from Palatana Power Plant in Tripura to Bangladesh.

The two prime ministers agreed to work together for the economic development of the two neighbouring countries, and laid emphasis on concerted efforts by all Nam countries towards establishing a peaceful world. 

Hasina expressed the hope that the Joint Working Group meeting in September on hydropower cooperation between Bangladesh, India and Bhutan would be a success. "We hope to have another such meeting with Nepal and India in October," she added. 
#
