September 15, 2012

Proper process followed in appointing ministers in cabinet reshuffle: PM

DHAKA, Sept 15: Prime Minister and Awami League President Sheikh Hasina today outright rejected the allegation of a Mohajote leader about the way of invitation to join the cabinet as she said proper procedures were followed in appointing ministers in the cabinet reshuffle.
 
"We followed proper procedures in appointing ministers and nothing was violated to this end," she categorically said.

The Mohajote leader yesterday alleged that he did not accept the offer of joining the cabinet as it was not made following due process. "The way I was invited to join the cabinet cannot happen in a civilized country," the leader reportedly said.

Quoting the autobiography of former Indian prime minister IK Gujral, Sheikh Hasina said the Indian leader joined the cabinet twice following the invitation of the cabinet secretary or cabinet officials. "Isn't India a civilized country?" she questioned. 

Sheikh Hasina was addressing a meeting of the Awami League Central Working Committee (ALCWC) at her official Ganobhaban residence here this afternoon. 

Terming reshuffle of the cabinet as a routine work in a parliamentary democracy, the Prime Minister said it is not possible to make all happy as there is a huge number of members in Jatiya Sangsad. "Despite that we are trying to accommodate more members in the cabinet," she said Sheikh Hasina also took a swipe at a veteran journalist, who in a TV talk show allegedly provoked people to call the ruling party men as "thieves". She said that the journalist did not forget his resentment as he could not obtain a TV channel licence from the government.

The Prime Minister criticized some retired bureaucrats who are always critical of the present government in TV talk shows on various issues.

She said these people remained silent when the past four- party alliance government unleashed a reign of terror, committed unbridled corruption, laundered money and resorted to brutal torture on the opposition leaders and workers during their five- year rule. 

Sheikh Hasina came down heavily on the critics of the quick rental power plants and said the government has almost solved the electricity crisis in the country by setting up these plants along with other types of power plants.
"Those who did not want solving of power crisis are vocal against the quick rental power plants," she said.
 
Highlighting tremendous successes of the government in different fields, the Prime Minister said her government has been working ceaselessly for development of the country.

"We are working sincerely for socioeconomic uplift of the people, and the working class people and rural people are leading a comfortable life due to various steps of the government," she said.

Stressing the need for proper a vision, guidelines and plans, Sheikh Hasina said no country could achieve its desired goal without these.

The Prime Minister said her government has been able to restore a peaceful environment in the country by curbing terrorism and militancy with an iron hand. 

"Bangladesh was turned into a sanctuary of terrorists and militants during the rule of the four-party alliance government. But we freed the country from that stigma by rooting out these social menaces," she said.

Sheikh Hasina underscored the need for continuation and strengthening of democracy and said stable and uninterrupted democracy is a must for expected development of any nation.

She asked the leaders and workers of the party to highlight the government's successes before the people side by side with strengthening the organization.

Deputy Leader of the House Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, AL Presidium Members Begum Matia Chowdhury, Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, Abdul Latif Siddiqui, Raziuddin Ahmed Razu, Kazi Jafarullah, Advocate Yusuf Hossain Humayun, Satish Chandra Roy, and Akhtaruzzaman Babu, AL General Secretary Syed Ashraful Islam, Joint Secretaries Mahbubul Haque Hanif and Jahangir Kabir Nanak, Nurul Islam Nahid, Syed Abul Hossain, Dr Abdur Razzak, Misbahuddin Siraj, AFM Bahauddin Nasim, Advocate Afzal Hussain, Munnujan Sufian, Habibur Rahman Siraj, AHM Mustafa Kamal, Khaild Mahmud Chowdhury, and Enamul Haque Shamim were present at the meeting, among others.

September 16, 2012

PM calls for stopping screening of anti-Islamic film

DHAKA, Sept 16: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today strongly condemned the making of the anti-Islamic film by a US producer and urged the US government to immediately stop sale and projection of the controversial film. 

"No Muslim can tolerate such defamation of Prophet (SM)," she said urging the US government for exemplary punishment to the filmmaker for demeaning Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (SM).

"We have already taken necessary steps so that the film can not be screened in Bangladesh," she said while inaugurating the Hajj Programme for the hajj pilgrims of 2012 (1433 Hijree) organized by Ministry of Religious Affairs at Hajj Camp at Ashkona here today.
 
This year Hajj flights begins tomorrow with carrying of 419 pilgrims by a Bangladesh Biman Airlines flight.
 
Sheikh Hasina said Awami League always devoted to serving Islam and would not accept any activities which undermine the spirit of Islam. The party always works for preaching and flourishing Islam, she added.

State Minister for Religious Affairs Advocate Shahjahan Mia presided over the function while Minister for Civil Aviation and Tourism Faruk Khan, Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Ministry of Religious Affairs, and Mujibur Rahman spoke, among others, on the occasion. Secretary of the Ministry of Religious Affairs Qazi Habibul Awal gave the welcome address.

"Before we assumed office in 2009, terrorists resorted to murders, bombings and anarchy across the country as it was their daily affairs at that time in the name of Islam. We have strongly handled the terrorists and rescued the country from the stigma of a terrorist nation," she said. But, now Bangladesh is considered as a model of religious harmony all over the world, she added.
 
Referring to her own experience, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said mismanagement ruled supreme in the haj arrangement prior to 2009 when the hajj pilgrims had to experience immense sufferings because of disturbance of intermediaries and cheats. 

After taking office, we have framed National Hajj Policy 2010-2014 to ensure safe hajj management, she said adding now hajj programmes have come under a systematic process and facilities of the pilgrims have also increased.
Sheikh Hasina said over the last three years massive qualitative changes have come in the hajj management. Saudi government has ranked Bangladesh as the best hajj manager in South Asia.

The Prime Minister said her government has taken a number of steps for better hajj management. The office of hajj wing was shifted to Mecca from Jeddah. As a result, it became easy to provide better service to the pilgrims.
 
Pointing to digitalization of the hajj management and information, she said it helped the pilgrims to get hajj services easily and to be connected with the relatives at home and abroad to know their wellbeing. A separate plaza was hired at Jeddah hajj terminal in 2010 at a cost of Taka 40 lakh for easy immigration of the pilgrims, she said.

According to her commitment, the Prime Minister said four lifts were installed in the Hajj Camp and airlines, customs and immigration areas were brought under central air-conditioning system.
 
Modern dormitories were hired for the pilgrims in Mecca and Medina on plain lands in nearby areas instead of old houses at a long distance or above the hilltops. And complete transparency has been ensured in hiring the dormitories. 

The Prime Minister noted that against the backdrop of restoration of discipline and improvement of services, the number of country's hajj pilgrims is increasing every year. In 2009, the number of pilgrims was 58,220. Now the number increased three- folds and this year the number rose to 1,12,570, she said. 

Pointing to her government's steps taken for promotion of Islam, the Prime Minister said the Holy Quran has been digitalized in Arabic, Bengali and English. Digital Quran has created immense opportunity for Bengali speaking people at home and abroad to read Quran and understand the meanings of its verses, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said religious education has been made compulsory at school level. The government has taken steps to involve the religious leaders for development of human resources. Under the plan, Imams are being given training. And, trained Imams and religious leaders are playing an important role in building a peaceful and harmonious society.

She said the Awami League government has reinitiated the mosque-based children and mass education project at a cost of Taka 643.55 crore, creating employment opportunity for thousands of Alem and Ulema and scope for millions of children to learn the Holy Quran rightly.
 

She said over the last three years, Bangladesh's hajj management facilities have been improved in terms of development of infrastructure, recruitment of manpower, inter-ministerial linking and development of relation with Saudi Government on hajj issue. As improvement of the hajj management is a constant process, she hoped that the trend of success in this area would continue in the days ahead. She wished good health of every hajj pilgrim and their safe return to the country after performing the holy hajj.
 
Civil Aviation Minister Faruk Khan said every hajj pilgrim would be given Saudi SIM card this year so that their relatives from earlier know the mobile number and communicate with them time to time. 
#
