October 3, 2012

Indian Army chief calls on PM
DHAKA: Visiting army chief of India General Bikram Singh today made a courtesy call on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her Gonobhaban residence here.
 
The Prime Minister welcomed the Indian Army chief and his wife to Bangladesh.

In the meeting, they emphasized that the armies of the both countries can exchange knowledge, expertise, and views in disaster management for enhancing efforts to serve humanity during any catastrophe, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said.

The Prime Minister recalled the contribution of India to the Liberation War in 1971 and said many Indian soldiers and officers had made their supreme sacrifice in the war, which Bangladesh always remembers with gratitude.

The Prime Minister laid importance on maintaining peace and said poverty is our common enemy, which need to be addressed together for tranquility in this region.

General Bikran Singh praised the leadership of the Prime Minister in strengthening relations between Bangladesh and India. He also appreciated Bangladesh's progress in different areas under the prudent and wise leadership of Sheikh Hasina.
 
Principal Staff Officer of Bangladesh Army Lt. Gen. M Abdul Wadud, PM's Military Secretary Major Gen. Mia Mohammad Jainal Abedin, Special Assistant Dr Abdus Sobhan Golap and Indian high commissioner to Bangladesh Pankaj Saran were present.

October 3, 2012

Govt. to constitute commission to ensure quality of higher education: PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said her government has agreed in principle to constitute a Higher Education Commission, an autonomous statutory body, to ensure quality of education at universities and their accountability as well.
 
She said the government is also actively considering constitution of an independent accreditation council to ascertain the level of standard of private universities.

Sheikh Hasina said this while awarding Prime Minister's Award to brilliant students of public universities at her office here today.
 
A total of 82 students of 22 universities were given the award for their brilliant academic results in 2010.
 
Sheikh Hasina urged the public university authorities to make efforts for becoming more financially dependent on their own income and said the autonomous rights of the universities are being curved due their excess dependence on public finance.

Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid and Member of the University Grants Commission (UGC) Professor Dr Atful Hye Shibly spoke, among others, on the occasion while UGC Chairman Professor AK Azad Chowdhury was in the chair.

On behalf of the award winners, Bivuti Bhushan Sikder of Dhaka University and Nazia Nafsin of BUET expressed their feelings on the occasion.
 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said her government has enacted Private University Act 2010 to bring dynamism in the academic and administrative activities of the private universities. Besides, the government has constituted a high-powered committee to review the guidelines formulated for foreign higher education institutes to set up their branches and begin academic activities in Bangladesh, she said adding it would help the Bangladeshi students to pursue world standard education in the country.
 
She proposed the public universities authorities to constitute a trust fund in every university with the support of the alumni to take development projects.
 
Any assistance to the education trust fund would enjoy tax waiver from the government, she declared. 

Sheikh Hasina said her government has taken steps to open up the scope of higher education for all. 

To help the students of poor families, she said the present government has established the 'Prime Minister Education Trust Fund' with a primary allocation of Taka 1000 crore. Moreover, more money is being mobilized for the fund from social corporate sector, she said.

Over the last three and a half years the government has established seven public universities and prepared drafts for establishing five new ones, she said.
 
The five new universities are- Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Maritime University, Islami Arabia Affiliated University, Digital University of Bangladesh, Khulna Agricultural University and Barisal Marine University, she added. 

Urging the award recipients to serve the country with devotion, the Prime Minister said, you must be guided by the motto of 'giving something to people' instead of 'getting something for yourself'. 

She said the Awami League government is serving the people as their 'servant' (Sebak)', not Shasak (master). "You have to uphold this spirit in your practical life to build Bangladesh as 
a prosperous country," she said.
 
Referring to her government's initiative to formulate a coherent education policy in 2010, the Prime Minister said, in the education policy we have given equal importance to mass, primary, madrasa and general education.
 
She said five years ago the total number of university students was eight lakh, which now stands at 22 lakh. Bangladesh is now the fourth country in the world in terms of number of university students. 

The Prime Minister also urged all to make their efforts of continuation of country's democracy saying development will be a sheer cry without democracy.

October 4, 2012

PM for specialised research on different subjects
DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today stressed the need for conducting specialised research on different subjects and said that research and implementation will go on simultaneously. 

She expressed this view when presiding over the seventh meeting of the National Council of Science and Technology (NCST) held at the Prime Minister's Office (PMO) here this morning. 

After the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters. 

He said the meeting approved different proposals including increasing monthly allowances to Taka 25,000 from Taka 20,000 under the fellowship given by the science and technology ministry and a research project of Bangladesh Haor and Waterbodies Development Board under the Ministry of Water Resources.
 
Sheikh Hasina gave necessary directives and guidelines regarding finalisation and implementation of the Action Plan adopted in the light of the National Science and Technology Policy-2011. 

The Prime Minister put emphasis on making public universities self-reliant by raising fund through alumni association.
 
Sheikh Hasina asked the authorities concerned to give more emphasis on rice production in the country's southern region and production of cash crops including maize in the northern region. 

She said her previous government from 1996 to 2001 had taken various initiatives for boosting fish production in the country. "The people are now getting results of those initiatives," she said. 

Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, Planning Minister Air-Vice Marshal (retd) AK Khandakar, Water Resources Minister Ramseh Chandra Sen, Health Minister Dr AFM Ruhal Haque, Post and Telecommunication Minister Advocate Sahara Khatun, Disaster Management Minister AH Mahmud Ali, Food Minister Dr Abdur Razzaque, Environment and Forest Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud, State Minister for Science and Technology Architect Yeafesh Osman, Information and Technology Minister Mostafa Faruq Mohammad, State Minister for Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Enamul Haque and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were present at the meeting, among others.
October 6, 2012

None to be allowed to push country to darkness: PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said her party would not allow any quarter to push the country into the 'darkness' where the country was pushed down in 2007.

She urged the supporters of caretaker government system to join politics and assess public support for them as well as their demands instead of creating any hurdle to uninterrupted democracy.

The Prime Minister, also the president of Awami League, was addressing the grassroots leaders of Bangladesh Awami League's Dinajpur district unit at her official residence Gonobhaban here today.

Without naming anyone, the Prime Minister said, "They are hungry for power, but have no public support. We cannot destroy the democratic system and democratic practice to fulfill their aspiration."

"All the elections under our government were held in a free and fair manner and no complaint was raised against any election. All future elections would also be held peacefully and fairly, inshallah," she said.

To safeguard the particular constitutional rights of people, she said the government has strengthened the Election Commission,she added.

Deputy Leader of the Jatiya Sangsad Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury,Awami League presidium members Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, Satish C. Roy, Abdul Latif Siddiqui, AL General Secretary Syed Ashraful Islam, Joint Secretary Jahangir Kabir Nanak, among others, were present.

Sheikh Hasina thanked the people of Dinajpur for their overwhelming support for the candidates of Mohajote led by Awami League in 2008 general election.
She said, Awami League fought for establishing the rights of food and franchise, a foremost requisite for establishing a hunger and poverty free Bangladesh as dreamt by the Father of the Nation and millions of martyrs.

She said, "We want to build Bangladesh as a peaceful abode, where people of all religions would live in peace and harmony and every people will perform their religious rites. It's the teaching of Islam."

Highlighting the development projects implemented by her government in its first stint from 1996 to 2001 and over the three years since 2009, the Prime Minister said, Awami League leads the country towards prosperity while BNP pushes it down.

Saying that Bangladesh in all index was backtracked during BNP rule, the Prime Minister said, "BNP's policy was to beg to foreigners, but our policy is to live with dignity keeping head high amid world community".

She said her government's initiatives for development of rural economy helped reduce poverty about 10 percent over the last three years. "We are working for strengthening the rural economy," she said.

She said her government's initiatives to strengthen the rural economy has brought real change in the life of common people in rural areas.

"Our government is striving to reach the benefit of the hard earned independence to every house so that rural people can find out their livelihood and make them self-reliant," she said. The Prime Minister said her party wants economic progress of the country through planned development. In view of this, she said the government has undertaken a plan to establish a special economic zone in every division.

Agro-based and small and medium scale industries would be given priority in those economic zones, she said adding youths and females would be given soft loan facilities to start business in those zones.

October 6, 2012

Ramu incident: PM requests for fortitude, assures action against culprits

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the Buddhist community leaders to show fortitude and assured them of taking stern action against the culprits involved in arson and destruction in their monasteries in Cox's Bazar and Chittagong districts.

"Please show restrain, I assure you that none link with the heinous crime will be spared," she told the Buddhist community leaders today.

The Prime Minister also urged people of all other religious groups to remain alert against repetition of any such occurrence in future anywhere in the country.

The Prime Minister said this when a delegation of Buddhist community under the banner 'United Buddha Citizen Protection Committee (UBCPC) led by Sanghanayak Suddhananda Mohathero called on Prime Minister at her Ganobhaban residence.

Holding the anti-liberation forces responsible for the planned occurrences, she said, "every culprit will be brought to book seeing video footage of the occurrences."

Sheikh Hasina said, "I think its not the end. The hoodlums have many ill motives and they might create many anarchies in the days ahead. So, I request every citizen to remain careful to thwart any such plot ."

She said, "I cannot understand how they can be so inhumane. They have no only attacked people, they also destroyed our long heritage, tradition and historical relics of Buddhism".

She assured the Buddhist community leaders of providing necessary assistance to make ready the destroyed monasteries for prayers before their 'Prabarana Purnima' at the end of this month and rehabilitation of the affected families including rebuilding of the houses gutted.

The Buddhist delegation informed the Prime Minister about the findings of their own investigations on the attacks in Ramu and Ukhiya on September 29 and in Patiya on the following day.

"In our investigation, we found three motives behind the attack. These are- making the Rohingya issue more troublesome,foiling the trial of the war criminals and making the country unstable before next general election," the report they submitted to the Prime Minister said.

They requested the Prime Minister to take the issues into consideration during official investigation into the matter. They also thanked Prime Minister for her quick response and action from the government to check further eruption of the violence.

Deputy Leader of the Jatiya Sangsad Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, Industries Minister Dilip Barua, Home Minister MK Alamgir, LGRD and Cooperatives Minister Syed Ashraful Islam, State Minister for LGRD and Cooperatives Jahangir Kabir Nanak, member secretary of the UBCPC Ashoke Barua, Buddhist community leaders PK Barua, Dr Pranab Barua, Dr Uttam Barua, Barrister Biplob Barua and heads of different monasteries were present.

The Prime Minister said, a section of people cannot tolerate peaceful co-existence of all religions. In 2001, they tried to destroy the communal harmony. Now they are trying again to kill the communal harmony.

Recalling her visit to the Buddhist temples in Ramu and Cox's Bazar, she said, 'how they can destroy these beautiful statues and historic sculpture'?

About the involvement of Rohingya in the incident, the Prime Minister said the Rohingyas are creating many political, social and environmental problems for us though we never became inhumane to them.

The Prime Minister urged all to show their patience and tolerance, and remain careful to check any such occurrence. She asked all to stay alert during the coming religious festivals of all communities.

Sanghanayak Suddhananda Mohathero said the attack was to destroy the communal harmony in Bangladesh. The miscreants set fire on 25 monasteries out of which 12, some of 400 years old, were gutted completely. The fire destroyed many relics of Lord Buddha, he said adding the criminals used inflammables, gunpowder and explosives.

October 7, 2012

Jagannath University Teachers Association leaders call on PM

DHAKA: A delegation of the newly elected office bearers of the Jagannath University Teachers Association called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her office today.

President of the association Professor Dr Muhammad Selim and General Secretary Professor Dr Saiduzzaman led the delegation.
 
PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said the Prime Minister asked the teachers to make the university self- dependent financially.
 
The university was founded with the condition of making it self-reliant within a particular period, the PM reminded. She also laid importance on making all public universities self- reliant and reiterated her call to mobilize fund from university alumnae to undertake new development projects for the universities.
 
In this regard, the Prime Minister also mentioned her government's decision to give tax rebate to any contribution for educational purposes.
 
Delegation members informed the Prime Minister of different problems of the university. 

She gave a patient hearing to them and assured that she would give all support to resolve those problems after discussion with authorities concerned.
 
PMO secretary Mollah Wahiduzzaman was present at that time.

October 7, 2012

Japan envoy calls on PM, proposes task force for business promotion

DHAKA: Japan today proposed for constitution of a joint task force comprising the government, business and trade representatives of both the countries to create better environment for investment and promote Japanese investment in Bangladesh.
 
In a meeting with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her office here, Japanese Ambassador in Bangladesh Shiro Sadoshima proposed that the task force would determine the prospect of Japanese investment in Bangladesh and identify the problems of attracting such investment. 

PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad while briefing reporters after the meeting said, the Prime Minister appreciated Japan's continued and steady support to development of Bangladesh, and hoped that the support would continue to realize the targets set forth in Vision 2021 to turn Bangladesh into a middle-income country.
 
Recalling her visit to Japan and official visit of Japan's Deputy Prime Minister Katsuya Okada to Dhaka in 2010, Sheikh Hasina said the two countries need to work together to implement the agenda particularly Economic Partnership Agreement and Action Plan signed during her visit to Japan. 

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh and Japan maintain warm and friendly bilateral relations since establishment of diplomatic relations in 1972 and the relations of the two countries are founded on good understanding on bilateral and international issues.
 
Ambassador at-Large M Ziauddin and PMO Secretary Mollah Wahiduzzaman, were present among others on the occasion.
 
Japanese envoy informed the Prime Minister that major companies of his country are keen to invest in Bangladesh particularly in agro-based industries. Japan is also keen to invest in the cultural areas, he said.
 
He said the proposed task force would work to remove hurdles faced by Japanese companies for doing business here and determine the strategy of attracting Japanese investment in Bangladesh.
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