Dhaka, February 13, 2014

Take proper move for making people science-minded: PM
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon all concerned to take proper initiatives for making the people science- minded through practicing knowledge and science everywhere.

Stressing the need for reaching the benefits of science and technology to the common people, she also said suitable technologies will have to be innovated to change the days.

"We could reach to our desired goal if we could turn our huge manpower into human resources through science and technology," she said.

The Prime Minister said this while handing over cheques among the researchers and students who obtained Bangabandhu Fellowship and the National Science and Technology (NST) Fellowship. She also distributed cheques for special grants among the scientists and researchers at the function.

The Ministry of Science and Technology arranged the function at the Osmani Memorial Hall this morning.

State Minister for Science and Technology Architect Yeafesh Osman chaired the function, while acting secretary of the ministry Amir Hossain delivered the welcome address.

Ministers, parliament members, vice chancellors of different universities, academics, scientists and researchers and high civil and military officials were present on the occasion.

Sheikh Hasina expressed her firm optimism that the science and technology would bring revolutionary changes in Bangladesh's socioeconomic condition.

"As a country of advanced economy, Bangladesh cannot lag behind science and technology. I believe that the science and technology would bring revolutionary changes in the country's socioeconomic state," she said.

Putting emphasis on more research in different issues, the Prime Minister said it could open up a new door for the country.

In this connection, she said the government is considering relaxation of age bar for the researchers who are engaged in specific research.
"We want to give scope to the researchers to complete the research so that age cannot be a bar to their research. But we won't do it wholesale. We would only make special arrangement for those who are conducting specific research," she said.

The Prime Minister said her government is determined to build Sonar Bangla as dreamt by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman keeping ahead the goals of turning Bangladesh into a technology and knowledge-based middle income country.

She mentioned that her government has been providing all kinds of assistance including necessary financial grants for development of research related to science and technology following the footprints of Bangabandhu. "This support will be increased gradually in future," she assured.

In this connection, she requested the researchers and students to work with utmost labour and obligation so that the assistance is helpful for achieving the expected goal. 

Sheikh Hasina said the Bangabandhu Fellowship on Science and ICT Project is being implemented spending Taka 86 crore in memory of the Father of the Nation keeping in consideration the issue of building a science-minded nation.

"The aim of the project is to create efficient scientists, technologists and researchers at the national level," she said.

Besides the Bangabandhu Fellowship, she said, the National Science and Technology Fellowships are being given to MPhil, PhD and post-PhD students and researchers.

The Prime Minister said her government has modernized the education making it science-oriented to keep pace with the world. "We have taken initiatives to build modern people by introducing curriculum through giving priority to science education in all spheres," she said.


Elaborating various steps of her previous government in ensuring application of ICTs, Sheikh Hasina said, initiatives have been taken to build Digital Bangladesh before the target of 2021, while a process has begun to launch 'Bangabandhu Satellite', the first of its kind in the country, on the orbit.

Highlighting the success of country's scientists and researchers, the Prime Minister mentioned that Bangladesh's scientists decoded the genome sequence of Tosha and local varieties of jute brightening the image of the country. 

Besides, she said, by using genetic engineering and biotechnology, they invented various types of paddy which are tolerant to drought.

Sheikh Hasina also eulogized the software engineers of the country, saying that their inventions have earned name and fame for the nation.
Illustrating her government's stunning success in spreading ICT facilities up to rural level, the Prime Minister said the internet services have been expanded to the union level side by side with raising internet speed.

She said computer and mobile phones have been made available, as the government has withdrawn tax on computers and slashed cell phone call charges drastically. "Now 11 crore mobile SIM cards are being used in the country," she mentioned.

At the function, the Prime Minister handed over cheques for Bangabandhu Fellowship among three scientists and researchers,cheques for the NST Fellowship to four scientists and researchers and cheques for special grants among three scientists and researchers.
Gazipur, February 12, 2014

Stay more alert against BNP-Jamaat clique's bid to destabilize the country, PM directs Ansar & VDP
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today directed the law enforcement agencies, including the Bangladesh Ansar and Village Defence Party (VDP), to remain further alert so that BNP-Jamaat-Shibir and their cohorts cannot destabilize the country any more. 

"I call upon each member of the law enforcement agency including the
Bangladesh Ansar and VDP to further widen their vigilance, so that the communal forces, which are against democracy and the spirit of the War of Liberation, BNP-Jamaat-Shibir and their cohorts cannot destabilize the country any more," she said.

Sheikh Hasina also urged the countrymen to remain vigilant against BNP-Jamaat clique's evil design to destabilize the country.

Addressing the 34th National Rally of Bangladesh Ansar and VDP at its academy here this morning, Sheikh Hasina reiterated her government's firm commitment to uphold the spirit of the War of Liberation and ensure the rule of law in the country. 

"The people have given their mandate to us to run the country for the third time. We are pledge-bound to keep the trend of development ongoing as well as steady pace for the welfare of the country and the people," she said. 

On the occasion, the Prime Minister inspected the parade of smartly-turned out contingent of Bangladesh Ansar and VDP riding on an open jeep and took salute. 

Later, Sheikh Hasina handed over Bangladesh Ansar Medals to four Ansar members, Bangladesh Ansar Medals (posthumously) to one, President's Ansar Medals to seven, Bangladesh VDP medals to one, President's VDP Medals to four, Bangladesh Ansar Services Medals to five, Bangladesh Ansar Services Medals (posthumously) to nine and President's Ansar Services Medals to 49 Ansar members. 

Earlier on her arrival at the academy, the Prime Minister was received by State Minister for Home Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, Home Secretary CQK Mushtaq Ahmed, Director General of Bangladesh Ansar and VDP Major General Md Nazim Uddin and Commandant of the academy Dilip Kumar Biswas. Ministers, advisers to the Prime Minister, parliament members, diplomats and high civil and military officials were also present at the function. 

The Prime Minister expressed the hope that each member of the Ansar and VDP would discharge their sacred responsibilities with the utmost application of professional efficiency, neutrality, transparency and accountability.

"I hope that you will discharge the task vested upon you with courage and you will also behave in a rational way with the people while performing your duty," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina also advised them to be more sensitive to the helpless people, particularly women, children and senior citizens.

She mentioned that her government contained terrorism and militancy with iron hands and said the country is marching forward by overcoming the anarchic situation created by BNP- Jamaat and their cohorts. "Bangladesh won't be turned into a playground of militants and terrorists again," she said.

Elaborating violent and destructive acts unleashed by militant and terrorist outfits of BNP and Jamaat-Shibir, the Prime Minister said that they carried out unprecedented destruction on the individuals and properties as well as of public and private organizations in the name of the movement. 

"Train and raillines were turned into their vicious target," she said, adding Ansar and VDP played a significant role in resisting sabotage in railway. 

In this reagrd, she lamented that two members of the Ansar were killed and three more injured while on duty to protect trains and rail lines.

Sheikh Hasina thanked the Ansar force for the responsible role it played in the January 5 elections and mentioned that one of its members was killed. 

Recalling the role of Ansar-VDP since its inception 76 years ago, the Prime Minister said members of the organization joined the War of Liberation by responding to the call of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
Describing various steps of her government undertaken for the welfare of the Ansar and VDP, the Prime Minister said whenever Awami League formed government, it worked for the welfare of the force. 

"During our 1996 government I gave you the national flag and regularized the job of Ansar members after it completed 15 years," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said the duration for permanent of the job came down to nine years gradually, adding the job of 13,097 members of Ansar was made permanent. 

The Prime Minister said there was no provision of providing dearness allowance to the Ansar members. "But now such allowance is being provided to all members including temporary, female, Hill and merged Ansars," she said. 

Besides, risk allowance at a rate of 30 percent of gross salary is being given to the Ansar members, while Taka five lakh is being provided to each Anasar-VDP member as financial grant for the death on duty and Taka one lakh for critical injuries, she said. 

Sheikh Hasina also mentioned giving time scale, two annual increased salary and raising ration allowance to Taka 80 from Taka 50. 

Referring to the formation of new Ansar battalion, Sheikh Hasina said all members of the battalion have been given 7.62 cm automatic rifles and hoped that they would now be able to play their desired role keeping pace with other forces. 

In this regard, she mentioned that steps would be taken to more strengthen structure of the command of the force.


The Prime Minister said her government has been working tirelessly. "It is our only aim to move forward with all and I hope that the Ansar and VDP force would continue to work with more dedication for the welfare of the country and its people," she said.
Later, the Premier addressed before the officers of the force at the Officers Mess at the academy. 

Sheikh Hasina also enjoyed a colourful cultural function performed by the members of Ansar and VDP. 

The Prime Minister inaugurated an Officers Mess, a multipurpose training shade and a swimming pool at the Ansar and VDP Academy.
Dhaka, February 11, 2014

PM inaugurates Biman's third Boeing "Akash Pradeep"
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today inaugurated third Boeing-777-300ER aircraft "Akash Pradeep" in the national air fleet with the hope that the fourth generation jet would help booming country's aviation industry as well as image abroad.

Addressing a function on the occasion at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport (HSIA) here today, she said, "I firmly believe that Biman Bangladesh Airlines would be a viable organization and earn honour for the nation if its officials and employees work sincerely and with professional spirit." 

"Biman acts as emissary of Bangladesh abroad and fly across the world as the symbol of our independence. So, honour and dignity of the nation depends on your professionalism and good services" the Prime Minister said. 

Sheikh Hasina said, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman felt necessity of a national airline agency after independence. Biman Bangladesh Airlines launched its journey in 1972 with DC-3 aircrafts at his directives. 

With the inauguration of the Boeing-777-300ER, Biman officially announced closing the operations of the legendary Douglas DC-10 aircrafts. The last flight of DC-10 will fly from Dhaka to Birmingham (UK) via Kuwait on February 20 next, officials said. 

Withdrawal of DC-10 from service is not only the last flight from Bangladesh, but also the world's last operational flight. Then the DC- 10 will be kept as a showpiece in the Museum of Boeing Company in Seattle, USA. 

Civil Aviation Minister Rashed Khan Menon, MP, chairman of Biman board of directors Air Marshal (retd) Jamal Uddin Ahmed, civil aviation secretary Khurshid Alam Chowdhury, US ambassador in Bangladesh Dan W Mozena, director (international sales) of Boeing Company Sabita Gowda and CEO of Biman Kevin Steele, spoke among others, on the occasion.

The Prime Minister said, the aviation business is progressing fast with development of new technologies. Bangladesh Biman is also moving forward keeping pace with the global order. 

Sheikh Hasina said, Awami League government after coming to power in 1996 had taken steps for development of the airports including procurement of new aircraft. At that time initiative was taken for construction of the car parking, boarding bridges, she said.

Laying importance on improvement of the passenger services, she said, Bangladesh nationals living abroad want to fly by Bangladesh Biman. They will surely keep Biman in their first choice if they get better service, she said.

In this regard, she said, catering services of Biman should be improved and e-ticketing system and duty free sky-shopping would be introduced for Biman.
The Prime Minister praised the services of Biman given to the Hajj pilgrims saying their sincerity helped carrying more and more pilgrims to Saudi Arabia.

Pointing out the government's initiative to improve the railway communications across the country, she said, steps are being taken so that Biman passengers can come to the airport from different parts of the country by train.

The government is considering construction of a underpass from Airport Railway Station to HSIA terminals to facilitate passengers to come to the airport directly from the railway station, she said.

The Prime Minister said, the fourth Boeing will join Biman fleets by next month while another one will come next year. 

Besides, the government will purchase two small aircraft for domestic routes, she said, all domestic airports in the country would be made operational. 

Biman will operate flights from all domestic airports along with private companies to create a competitive aviation market in the country, she said.

Later, the Prime Minister cut a cake to make the festive inauguration of 'Akash Pradeep' commemorative.
Dhaka, February 9, 2014

Be ready to face any threat to uphold constitution: PM
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said armed forces will have to remain always vigil and be ready to face any threat to uphold the holy constitution of Bangladesh and strengthen the democratic trend.

The Prime Minister said the 10th Jatiya Sangsad polls were held on January 5 for constitutional obligation and maintaining democratic process and Bangladesh Army has played a significant role in smooth and successfully holding of the elections.

"So the armed forces will have to always remain alert and be ready to face any threat to uphold the holy constitution of Bangladesh and strengthen the democratic trend in future," she said.
Sheikh Hasina said the presence of the members of Bangladesh Army along with other law enforcement agencies brought comfort in the public mind during the election time.
"The people had been able to exercise their voting rights by going to the polling centres without fear," she said, extending her sincere thanks and gratitude to all members of army.

The Prime Minister said this while addressing a conference of the generals at the Officers' Mess (new) of Army Headquarters in Dhaka Cantonment this morning.

Placing emphasis on maintaining chain of command of the army, she said the senior officials will have to present themselves before the junior officers as an example of morality, honesty and dutifulness.

"You will have to earn respect and loyalty of the sub- ordinates and look after their all needs, hopes and aspirations and thought," she said.

The Prime Minister also directed senior officials of Bangladesh Army to continue discharging their duties maintaining mutual trust, sympathy, brotherhood and discipline as well as remaining loyal to the leadership.

"As senior officers, you will have to play a pioneering role in maintaining trust, belief and respect in every tire of the force," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina, who is also in-charge of the Ministry of Defence, said her government is pledge-bound to build efficient, modern and strong armed forces. "We took initiatives for the development and modernization of the armed forces whenever we formed the government,'' she added.

"We can say with pride that whatever significant development has been made that took place during the Awami League government," she said. 

She extended her sincere thanks to the all of Bangladesh Army, including the chief of army staff, to take forward the development trend of the government by keeping the force's advancement ongoing despite different adversities. 

Pointing out the formation of the government by the Awami League for the fourth time, the Prime Minister said: "Our government is always pledge-bound to run the country as the servants of the people." 

Sheikh Hasina said her government has always got the cooperation of the army to serve the mass people. "It is my firm belief that during the running of state, the army will stand beside the people whenever they would be called," she added. 

Referring to the BDR carnage at Peelkhana on February 25 in 2009 in which 57 army officers were killed brutally, the Prime Minister said there was a commitment of her government to complete the trial within shortest possible time.
"I was determined to keep my commitment and we have set an example by finishing such a big trial within a short time," she said.
Sheikh Hasina said various important responsibilities including supervision work of the much-awaited Padma Bridge have been entrusted in the glorious Bangladesh Army thanks to its professional reputation and dependency.

"I firmly believe that the army would accomplish the important and national responsibilities with utmost integrity and I hope that the nation will witness your massive involvement in the national development activities," she said.

The Prime Minister said epoch-making development took place in the infrastructure of the army during previous two tenures of Awami League led government. 

In this regard, she assured providing of all assistance and cooperation to further reorganize, modernize and strengthen the capability of the force, saying her government in its present term would continue the trend of development of the army.

"It is my active consideration to establish a new division at Ramu in Cox's Bazaar and an infantry division at Char Bhabanipur near Rajbari during our present tenure," she said.

Describing various programmes undertaken for the development of the Army, Sheikh Hasina said the implementation of the Forces Goal 2030 has advanced to a significant level.

In the light of the Forces Goal 2030, she said, her government has already inducted many avant-garde and sophisticated weapons and equipment in the army to strengthen its combat power and mobility. 

The Prime Minister said massive changes have also been brought in the organizational structure of the Army in the light of the Forces Goal 2030.

In this context, she mentioned establishment of 17 Infantry Division in Sylhet under which one brigade and two battalions are working, an Air Defense Regiment at Mirpur Cantonment in Dhaka and two adhoc mechanized brigades at Savar and Bogra, one military farm at Chittagong Cantonment and an SSD at Kholahati Cantonment.

Besides, she said, one area headquarters, one engineering battalion, one MP unit and one field intelligence unit have been set up in Sylhet on adhoc basis.

Citing the contribution of members of the army to develop the infrastructure of the country, she said the force has been playing very important role in constructing flyovers, bridges, roads and highways and other infrastructures.

Earlier on her arrival at the venue, the Prime Minister was received by the Prime Minister's Defense Adviser Major General (retd) Tarique Ahmed Siddique and Chief of Army Staff General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan.
Sarda, Rajshahi, February 8, 2014

50,000 more police to be recruited:PM 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today expressed her firm determination to bring all militants and terrorists to book and announced that 50,000 more police would be recruited to further improve the law and order in the country.

"Initially, 20,000 members would be appointed to Bangladesh Police, while the appointment of the rest would be given in phases," she said.

The Prime Minister was addressing the passing-out parade of the 31st batch of Assistant Superintendents of Police (ASPs) at the Bangladesh Police Academy here this morning.

Sheikh Hasina said her government over the last five years has modernized the police force and more than 31,000 new posts, including 614 cadre posts, were created during the period.

She said all thanas (police stations) in the country would be reformed to make those more effective service centers. 

"All training centers of police including Sarda are being modernized and police stations across the country would be reformed so that people get better services from those stations," she said.

In this connection, she asked every member of Bangladesh Police to adopt a friendly attitude towards the people to earn their trust saying the police must maintain neutrality, accountability and transparency as well as upholding their professional excellence. 

"You should be more cordial to women, children and elderly people and handle public problems with sincerity and humanity," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said her government has combated militancy and terrorism with an iron hand. The law enforcement agencies played a laudable role in this regard, she said.

Pointing out the role of police in combating terrorist and militant outfits over the last few years, the Prime Minister said a section of political parties is giving them indulgence as her party initiated the trials of war criminals, patrons of militancy and terrorism.
 

"Execution of the verdicts against war criminals has started and we will repay our debts to the martyred freedom fighters and make the country free from stigma", said the Prime Minister. 

Sheikh Hasina said her government considers the budgetary allocation given to the police as an investment to maintain the law and order. 

Highest importance has been given to acquisition of modern technology and giving training to the members of the police force, she said. 

State Minister for Home Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, Inspector General of Police (IGP) Hasan Mahmud Khandakar and Principal of the Academy Nayeem Ahmed were present, among others.

PM-POLICE-PASSING OUT 2 LAST SARDA 
The Prime Minister took salute, reviewed the parade and distributed medals among the best probationary ASPs. 

She also planted a sapling on the premises of Police Officers' Mess. A total of 176 ASPs, including 24 female ones, passed the course.

The Prime Minister distributed medals among the best police officers of the course and administered their oath. ASP Shahdat Hossain conducted the parade as parade commander.

Among the trainees, Md. Atiqul Haque Pradhan received the award of Best Probationer and M Ruhul Amin Sarkar and Shahed Ahmed took award as 'best in academic' and 'best rider' from the Prime Minister.

Pointing out relentless efforts of police force to save public lives and property from the attack of BNP-Jamaat, the Prime Minister said 15 police personnel were killed by their cadres over the last one year while some 3,000 members sustained injuries. 

She said joint forces are actively working to combat terrorism. Referring to the attacks of the communal force on homes and temples of the Hindu community, she said the government is pledge-bound to bring the culprits to the justice. 

Listing her government steps for maintaining law and order, the Prime Minister said Industrial Police, Tourist Police and Navy Police have been formed, while Police Bureau of Investigation was constituted to improve the investigation into cases relating to crimes. 

In addition, two security and protection battalions were constituted to strengthen security of VIPs and key installations. The status of sub inspector and sergeants has been elevated to class two from class three officers.

The IGP Rank badge for police has been reintroduced following the decision of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman while post of the IGP has been upgraded to senior secretary and two grade-2 posts were elevated to grade-1, she said. 

Highlighting the country's achievements during her government\'s last tenure, the Prime Minister said Bangladesh is moving ahead and now entered the second phase of development.
"We want to make Bangladesh a pacifist country in South Asia and model of development," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said BNP-Jamaat made their all attempts to dislodge peace from public life pushing the country to darkness. The evil force was out to frustrate all our development in the name of movement.

"But all attempts and conspiracies of their local and foreign masters, lobbyist, beneficiaries and partisan intellectuals went in vain as there was no public support to them," she said.

People of the country have demonstrated their unequivocal support to democracy through taking part in January 5, 2014 election, she said adding they have attached their confidence to us to continue democracy, development and uphold the spirit of the War of Liberation. 

The Prime Minister extended her sincere thanks to the police for showing their courage and excellence to seize 10-truck arms in Chittagong in 2004 during BNP regime saying by doing this police force has protected the country.
Sarda, Rajshahi, February 8, 2014

PM distributes cheques among victims of Jamaat-Shibir atrocities
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina here today distributed cheques among the victims of atrocities of Jamaat-Shibir over the last one year in different parts of Rajshahi.

A total of 98 persons were given financial assistance from Prime Minister's fund for rehabilitation and treatment of the victims and rebuilding their houses torched by the fanatic forces.

At a function at Bangladesh Police Academy in Sardah, the Prime Minister distributed the cheques among families of five dead and 93 injured persons.

Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister urged the countrymen to forge unity against the evil force involved in the incidents of killing, arson and bomb hurling.

She said, BNP and Jamaat are counting dead bodies to show their success in movement, which is their perverted mentality. It's a misfortune for the nation that BNP, one of the country's main political parties, is giving indulgence to terrorism in the name of movement.

Pointing out the grenade attack on her on August 21, 2004,Sheikh Hasina said, BNP-Jamaat patronized militant and terrorist forces when they were in power. They had created Bangla Bhai in Rajshahi area, she said.

She said, now BNP-Jamaat clique engaged them in killing innocent people, police, political leaders and elected local representatives including female members. Their behaviour is not of a human being, but an animal, she added.

The Prime Minister said, BNP must pursue politics through mobilizing people. No movement can be successful without public support, she said.
One of the victims, Shahidul Islam was injured critically with his younger brother and four other Awami League workers as Shibir hooligans attacked his house in the dead night of March 17, 2013.

The criminals hurled bombs on the house, severed their tendons, and chopped them indiscriminately leaving all in the pool of blood. Shahid is now recovering after intensive care in National Orthopedic Hospital in Dhaka.

Another injured person Enamul Haque of Binodpur Bazar lost her right eye in the bomb attack of Jamaat-shibir. Enamul sustained injuries with nine others when Shibir activists attacked Awami league office on February 17, 2013.

Jamaat-Shibir men gutted the house of Pervin Begum at Shibir dominated Budpara area in the mid night of December 12, 2013 after execution of war criminal and Jamaat leader Abul Quader Mollah.

Shibir activists stormed into the house of Moinul Haque, a teacher of Mirzapur High School and College, and chopped him in different parts of the body. He had to take 17 stitches in hands,legs and head.

Jamaat-Shibir set afire the house of Abdul Khaleq, president of kotakhali unit of Awami League under Paba thana, in retaliation for the killing of Shibir leader and accused of a number of murder case Ziarul on March 3, 2013.
Charghat, Rajshahi, February 8, 2014

Begum Zia is "queen of destruction": PM
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today dubbed BNP chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia as the 'queen of destruction" as she said the BNP chief does not know any other politics except destruction.

"Begum Zia is a queen of destruction.she knows only destruction. She can only take but cannot give any thing," Sheikh Hasina said adding that BNP's coming to power means return of terrorism and militancy in the country. "She cannot give anything positive for the country except terrorism and militancy," she said.

While addressing a mammoth public meeting at Charghat High School Ground here this afternoon, the Prime Minister said BNP let out of a reign of terror when it was in power from 2001 to 2006. "They had created a dreadful Bangla Bhai along with widespread militancy in the country during their five-year misrule, she said.

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shahriar Alam MP, former food minister Dr Abdur Razzaque, former state minister and AL Joint Secretary Jahangir Kabir Nanak, former state minister Omar Faruq Chowdhury and former Rajshahi city mayor Kahiruzzaman Liton, among others, addressed the rally. Charghat upazila Awami League arranged the rally with its president Anwar Hossain in the chair.

Earlier, the Prime Minister arrived here this morning to attend the passing-out parade of the BCS 31st batch of probationary Assistant Superintendent of Police (ASPs). She also laid the foundation stones of 11 development projects. 

While explaining the BNP's political characteristics, the Prime Minister said the character of this particular party always remains the same since its birth. The traditional saying "koila dhuileo moila jai na" (black will take no other hue) can only be adaptable with the character of BNP, she observed. 

Before the January 5 polls, she said, BNP had announced that they would not allow holding the elections, knowing well that people are the owners of their rights of franchise. "They were out to resist the polls through enforcing hartal and blockades. But the people did not respond to their movement," she said.
Sheikh Hasina said BNP took a beastly revenge on the countrymen by burning the people to death as they did not respond to its movement. They killed 135 people, 26 bus passengers, 55 bus drivers and 18 members of police, BGB and army by enforcing blockades for 34 days.

Sheikh Hasina, also the president of Bangladesh Awami League, said BNP's movement means killing of the people through its frequent hartal and blockade programmes that also speak of this party's two horrible vices-corruption and murder.

Sheikh Hasina wondered as to how a sensible person can kill another person by pouring petrol.

She referred to a recently published survey conducted by the US based Democracy International (DI) which showed Awami League would have won the January 5 elections by at least a 5.8 percent margin even if BNP-Jamaat had participated in the polls.

"This amply proves that BNP would have suffered a sure defeat and knowing well about its bad luck, this party did not come to the polls," she said.

The Prime Minister said for this reason Khaleda Zia had opted for hartal and blockade, unleashing terrorist acts including burning the people to death, removing the railway fishplates and felling trees on the roads. 

She pointed at the attacks on the people of all faiths by the BNP and Jamaat-Shibir terrorists before and after the January 5 polls and said none-Muslim or Hindu-could escape from the wrath of the BNP-Jamaat clique.

The Prime Minister said she had extended her hands of cooperation to Khaleda Zia by offering her (BNP chief) to sit for a dialogue to solve the ongoing problems. "Instead of a rational response as was expected, Begum Zia turned down my proposal and chose the path of violence and anarchy," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Khaleda Zia had cursed her party with a humiliating failure by enforcing a hollow movement with no response from the people. "This is yet another failure in her 
life after dozens of the same including the first failure she had experienced in her matriculation examination," she said.

The people have given a befitting reply to Khaleda Zia through the January 5 polls, she said adding that more than 40 percent people have cast their votes in the polls braving hartal and blockades. I congratulate the people for such a democratic gesture, she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said had Khaleda Zia any shame, she would not have burnt the people to death.

Calling upon Begum Zia to refrain from foul talks and falsehood, Sheikh Hasina said the Election Commission and the international reports mentioned that 40 percent people cast votes in the polls.

"But Begum Zia like a broken record is continuing to say that the people did not give votes in the elections," she said and asked the BNP chief to stop hartal and burn the people to death. "Don't create any more "Ashanti" (unrest) in the public life," she said.
Referring to the participation of the upcoming upazila parishad polls by BNP and Jamaat, Sheikh Hasina said they have boarded again on a train after missing the January 5 polls train.

In this connection, she mentioned a phrase-"sei to nath khoshali, tobe keno lok hasali".

The Prime Minister highlighted successes of her government in the key sectors with raising power production, development in education, agriculture and health sectors, providing government jobs to about one crore youths, expanding social safety net, and spreading ICT facilities across the country.


"Our aim is to serve the people and bring smile on their faces. We always work for the socio-economic development of the people," she said.

The Prime Minister said her government has taken initiatives to set up a fire station and modern mosque in each upazila. "We will introduce vocational training from class six, so that the students can stand on their own heels," she said.

In response to various demands of the people of Rajshahi, Sheikh Hasina said massive development took place in the district during the last five years of her immediate past government.

She said capital dredging has already been launched in the Padma River to save the people of the district from its erosion.

Sheikh Hasina also sought dua from the people of Rajshahi that her government could free the entire region from militants and terrorists forever. "I want your dua and cooperation that Bangla Bhai and militancy cannot emerge again," she said.
Dhaka, February 6, 2014

Every house to get electricity: PM
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has reiterated her commitment to reach electricity to every household saying to make this happen the government would take steps for implementing long-term projects apart from exploring new sources including renewable energy.

"Every house will get electricity according to our election commitment and we will take all pragmatic steps to this end," she said in a meeting with the senior officials of ministry at its conference room here today.
The Prime Minister, who is also in charge of the Ministry of Power and Energy, visited the ministry for the first time after formation of the present government and attended office.

The Prime Minister extended her sincere thanks to officials and employees of all level of the ministry for their concerned and relentless efforts for success of the power sector over the last five years and get people relief from acute power crisis.

Sheikh Hasina said, the country was reeling on acute power shortage when her government assumed office in 2009. "During BNP-Jamaat regime many people laid their lives demanding electricity," she said.

The Prime Minister said, power generation rose to 4300 MW from 1600MW during Awami League tenure from 1996 to 2001. But taking office after seven years, we found no improvement of generation, rather decrease.

She said, her government permitted power plant in private sector and brought necessary changes in the law to meet up the immediate crisis. Under that process a total of 69 power plants were constructed in the country making the country generate 10,000 MW everyday, she said.

PM's advisor on power and energy Dr Towfiq-E-Elahi Chowdhury, state minister for power Nasrul Hamid, PM's principal secretary Sheikh M Wahid Uz Zaman, ERD secretary Abul Kalam Azad and power secretary Monwar Islam and senior officials of the ministry were present. 

Pointing out her party's 2008 election pledge on increasing power production, the Prime Minister said, "We had commitment of producing 7,000 MW power by 2013. But, our power generation capacity increased to 10,000 MW, which is a great uplift."

"We will give electricity to every house. In view of this, the government is taking multifaceted steps including promotion of renewable energy, solar energy," she said.

"The government has taken steps for increasing gas production, import electricity from neighbouring countries, and liquid natural gas (LNG) from abroad," she added.

The Prime Minister said, "Country's socio-economic development depends on electricity production. The country will have more development as more electricity will be generated."
Extending her thanks to the people of Bangladesh for electing her party in the office, the Prime Minister said, the people braving all obstacles have cast their votes. "Their support helped continuing the pace of development," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, "People could not be barred from exercising their franchise even destructive activities of BNP-Jamaat and killing people by hurling bombs and setting fire. About 40 percent people have cast their votes and we have constituted government as their representatives."

The Prime Minister said, "Bangladesh is moving forward even in global economic crisis. Bangladesh's progress is a surprise to the world which many developed countries could not show."

"Bangladesh's progress was possible as every people worked with sincerity and being imbued with the spirit of patriotism," the Prime Minister said.
Dhaka, February 2, 2014

PM urges Iranian entrepreneurs to invest in infrastructure, energy sectors
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the Iranian entrepreneurs to invest in joint venture in Bangladesh in infrastructures and exploration of oil, gas and petro-chemicals.

The Prime Minister made the request when outgoing Iranian Ambassador to Bangladesh Hossein Aminian Tousi called on her at her office here this morning.

After the meeting, PM\'s Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters.

He said the Prime Minister also requested the Iranian government to import ceramic, pharmaceutical, garment, frozen fish and jute goods from Bangladesh in larger volume.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh and Iran have strong ties based on shared history, faith and culture and hoped that these relations would be strengthened in the years to come.

The Prime Minister conveyed her warm greetings to Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei and President Hasan Rouhani through the ambassador.

Aminian Tousi handed over a letter of the Iranian President to Sheikh Hasina in which he (President) greeted the Prime Minister on her assumption of office the Prime Minister for)- second consecutive term.

The ambassador thanked Sheikh Hasina for her government\'s sincere cooperation during his stay in Bangladesh.

Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, PM's Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid Uz Zaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were present on the occasion, among others.
Dhaka, February 1, 2014

War criminals trial a beginning of new history: PM
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the trial of the war criminals and butchers of 1971 is the beginning of a new historic process of cleansing the society from stigma of the documented atrocities on a nation.

"There will be no space for the evil force in Bangladesh which will be a pacifist nation in South Asia," she said while inaugurating month-long Amar Ekushey Granthamela on the premises of Bangla Academy here this afternoon.

Calling for more and more practice on Bengali literature and culture, the Prime Minister said spirit of nationalism should be implemented in every sphere of the society to resist the wicked force.

Terming the "Ekushey Granthamela' as a source of inspiration for Bengali people, Sheikh Hasina said, the fair has an important role in flourishing the thoughts and minds of the writers, publishers and new generations giving them right direction for future.

She said the space of the book fair has been expanded across Suharawardy Uddyan this year aimed at turning the historic venue as the cultural centre of the nation.

Chairman of Bangla Academy Professor Emeritus Anisuzzaman presided over the function while Minister for Cultural Affairs Asaduzzaman Noor, cultural affairs secretary Dr Ranjit Biswas also spoke on the occasion. Director General of Bangla Academy Shamsuzzaman Khan gave welcome address. 

Speaker, Deputy Speaker, ministers, PM's advisors, fellows and life members of Bangla Academy, academics, teachers, poets, litterateurs, writers, publishers, artistes attended the inaugural function of the book fair being held under the auspices of Bangla Academy. 

The Prime Minister handed over honourary fellowship of Bangla Academy to noted pantomime artiste Partha Pratim Majumder and Bangla Academy Literary Award to nine eminent poets, writers, researchers and academics for their contributions in various disciplines of literature.

On the occasion, the Prime Minister disclosed her government's plan to make Bangla Academy premises, Suharawardi Uddyan, Ramna Park, Dhaka University and Shaheed Minar areas as a centre of cultural practice through connecting the areas and building necessary infrastructure.

Praising the role of Bangla Academy in promoting Bangla language, literature and culture the Prime Minister said, the academy since its inception in 1955 is making relentless efforts for intellectual development of the Bengali people.

She said a new book published by the academy this year on evolution of Bangla language would open up new chapter for research in Bengali language.

"The enemies of Bangali nationalism have a wrath on the academy. So the occupation forces destroyed the academy during the War of Liberation. Despite enormous obstacles and destruction, the academy is carrying out its activities for progress of the Bengali culture and heritage," she said. 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina laid importance on translation of the popular books of Bengali literature in other languages and vice versa to enrich Bangla language. 

Sheikh Hasina said her government is continuing its efforts to make Bangla as one of the official languages of the United Nations. In this regard she sought cooperation of all concerned saying, "with the united efforts of all we will be able to give UN status to our mother language."

The inaugural function began with playing of the national anthem, recitation of the verses from the main religious books of different religions and immortal Ekushey song 'Amar bhayer rokte rangano ekushey February'. Besides, one-minute silence was observed in memory of the martyrs of the Language Movement. 

Revisiting the contemporary history of the nation, Sheikh Hasina recalled the leadership of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman during the Language Movement in 1952 for which he was imprisoned time and again. 

She also recalled the contribution of language veteran Dhirendranath Dutta, who first placed the demand in the then Pakistan National Assembly in 1948 for making Bangla one of the state languages.

The Prime Minister also paid her glowing tributes to former Chief Justice Muhammad Habibur Rahman and recalled his outstanding contribution to enrich Bengali literature.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said, her government in 1996 took the spirit of immortal Ekushey to international arena. With the help of two expatriate nationals, Ekushey February earned recognition as the International Mother Language Day.

"The spirit of Ekushey is now transcended across the world," she said adding Bangladesh has established an international mother language institute to protect the languages about to extinct.

Sheikh Hasina hoped that this year's book fair would help Bangla language to link it with contemporary world literature and marketing of the books would boost country's economy. 

Month long cultural programme, seminar and discussion on language and culture would also supplement enriching our mind and spirit, she hoped. 

The Prime Minister said the government has taken initiative to prepare a legal framework to strengthen the activities of the Bangla Academy. She said the government has already launched work to formulate a Jatiya Grantha Niti.
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