November 14, 2012

PM vows to complete war criminals trial

DHAKA: Terming the trial of the war criminals as one of the hard tasks of her government, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said no movement to make the government nervous to retreat from the trial process would work.


"My government would not backtrack from the trial of the persons responsible for crime against humanity during war of liberation, she said adding, it's our commitment to millions of families and also to the countrymen to bring those criminals to book. 

"So, it would be wrong thinking if anybody believes that we would call off the trial being nervous because of their movement," she said.


Addressing a function at country's leading academic institution Dhaka University here today, the prime minister said a vested quarter is hatching conspiracy to foil the trial. She urged all conscious people, democratic forces, teachers and students to remain aware of the conspiracy.


Dhaka University authority arranged the function at Nabab Nawab Ali Chowdhury Senate Bhaban Auditorium on the occasion of inauguration as well as foundation laying of a number of development projects including academic building and research centre and dormitories for students and employees of the university.


The prime minister said, "It's natural the opposition would talk and wage movement against the government as we have also did that to come up to this stage. We know that we have to proceed amid those movements. But, it will be unwise if anybody thinks of disrupting the trial of the war criminals through movement."


In her second visit to Dhaka University campus after taking office in 2009, Sheikh Hasina specially thanked the university teachers and students for their voice against the military backed caretaker government in 2007.


"I'm doubtful whether the country could get back to democracy without your resistance against the unelected regime," she observed.


She also availed the opportunity to express her gratitude to the Dhaka University syndicate for its decision in 2011 in withdrawing the expelled order against Bangabandhu in 1949 for his solidarity with the movement of fourth class employees of the institution.


The prime minister unveiled the plaques of newly constructed Kobi Sufia Kamal Hall, Santosh Chandra Bhattachariya Bhaban of Jagannath Hall, Social Science Building and Higher Arts and Social Science Research Centre. 


She also laid the foundation stone of three more projects which are- 'Bangabandhu Tower'- a dormitory for employees, '7 March Bhaban' of Rokeya Hall and Pharmacy Building. 

Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid, Chairman of Bangladesh University Grants Commission Professor AK Azad Chowdhury spoke among others on the occasion while vice-chancellor of the university Professor Dr AAMS Arefin Siddiqui was in the chair.


Pro-vice chancellor of the university Prof Nasrin Ahmed gave the vote of thanks and president of Fourth Class Employees Association of the Dhaka University Abdur Rahman thanked the prime minister for taking a project namely 'Bangabandhu Tower' a 20-storied building for their dwelling.

Sheikh Hasina said, the Dhaka University, which was always in the forefront of all national movements during pre and post-independence period, is an immense source of inspiration for her.


"Whenever, I come to this campus, I remember the past. Sorrow and grief engulf me. But, I gain strength and courage when I remember my student life and heritage of this great institution," she said.


Recalling the role of the students and teachers of the university in the country's Language Movement, War of Liberation and democratic movements, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said, Dhaka University is not only prominent to us as "Oxford of East", but also as an epicenter of all democratic movements for people's causes.


"Dhaka University has given us the opportunity to speak in our mother language Bengali. Students and teachers of the institution were always in the forefront of all movements and made immense sacrifice for the country's liberation," she said.


Referring to the projects taken for Dhaka University during the present and previous tenure of the Awami League government, the prime minister said her government is making all efforts to provide the students and teachers with necessary academic facilities.

She said the present government has created an education assistance fund of Taka 1000 crore for poor students. But, the government with its limited resources cannot not do everything, she said urging the former graduates to collect funds to help their alma maters to take projects for academic purposes.


"Our students are brilliant, active and sincere and they can show their worthiness if they get your support and scope to flourish them," she added. 


Sheikh Hasina said her government wants to decentralize the academic facilities allover the country instead of making it available only for urban student. In view of this, she said, the government has taken steps for establishing seven medical, agricultural, engineering, textile and marine universities in different parts of the country. 

Laying importance on making an educated nation, the prime minister said a nation cannot prosper keeping its large population illiterate. So we have taken measures for improvement of the quality of education as well as educating the whole nation, she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said her government during its previous tenure raised the literacy rate to 65 percent from 45. But the rate dropped to 50 percent during past BNP-Jamaat alliance government due to their negligence, she said.

Pointing out the projects taken by her government steps for expansion of female education, checking school drop out and adoption of the education policy, the prime minister said, "If we had enough resources, we would make the education free of cost up to tertiary and higher level."


Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid said the present government so far has allocated Taka 14, 823 crore for development projects in education sector.


Steps were taken so that private universities cannot make the education as their business, he said adding the private universities must take the economic condition of the common people into the consideration.


Vice chancellor Professor Arefin Siddiqui thanked the prime minister for her government's support to the needs of Dhaka University and said the present government so far allocated Taka 350 crore for implementing various development projects of the university.

#

November 17, 2012

PM opens two bridges on Sangu River in Bandarban

RUMA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today inaugurated two newly constructed bridges over the Sangu River ushering in new hopes for development of tourism and socio-economic life of the people in this hilly district.


One of the long cherished bridges has been constructed on Chimbuk-Ruma road and the other on Chimbuk-Thanchi road under the supervision of Army Engineering Corps at a cost of Taka 26 crore.


The Prime Minister, in her first visit after the Awami League-led Mohajote government took office in 2009, arrived Bandarban by an air force helicopter this morning.


The Prime Minister first inaugurated the 217.15-metre Ruma Bridge and later flew to Thanchi to open the 216.44-metre Thanchi Bridge.


Addressing a meeting on the occasion at Sadarghat here, the Prime Minister said peace is now prevailing in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) as her government signed the peace treaty in 1997.


She urged the people not to be misguided by any quarter to do anything which might be detrimental to peace in the CHT.


She said, CHT Regional Council, district administration and Bangladesh Army are working together for development of the CHT.


The prime minister said since signing of the CHT accord, the Awami League government is making relentless efforts for upliftment of the socio-economic condition of the CHT people.

"The two bridges would be a great boost to this end through connecting remote areas of CHT and spurring economic activities in the areas," she said.


The bridges would help carrying the agricultural products to marketing centers as well as reaching education, health and other services to hilly people, she said adding it will also help development of small and medium industries in the CHT.


Communications Minister Obaidul Qader, PM's Advisor Gowher Rizvi and Major General (retd) Tareque Siddiqui, State Minister for CHT Affairs Dipankar Talukder, chairman of CHT Development Board Bir Bahadur, president of Chittagong north district unit of Awami League Engineer Mosharraf Hossain, MP, Army Chief General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan, PM's Principal Secretary Sheikh M Wahid Uz Zaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad accompanied the Prime Minister.


Sheikh Hasina thanked the Bangladesh Army for their efforts for construction of the bridges and people of the CHT as well for their support in this regard.

She said the Awami League government has chalked out development programmes for the CHT according to local perspectives. "We want to build Bandarban as a hub of the country's tourism," she said.

#

November 18, 2012

PM for giving fire, civil defence training to people from student life

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today laid importance on creating awareness among people from school life by strengthening the fire and civil defence services to get preparation for combating fire, natural disasters and civil defence.


"Fire Service and Civil Defence Services is one the key areas which is needed to make as an efficient and strong organization to build a safe and secured Bangladesh considering our vulnerability to disasters," she said.


The government has undertaken a master plan to create an urban community volunteers group of 62,000 personnel, mostly school and college students, to help the fire fighters and rescue and relief operations during disasters, she said while inaugurating the Fire Service and Civil Defence Week- 2012 today.


The prime minister underscored the need for grooming up a person from school life with necessary training to handle fire incidents, natural disasters and learn techniques of self-defence. 

Home Minister Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Post and Telecommunications Minister Sahara Khatun, Food Minister Dr Abdur Razzak, State Minister for Home Advocate Shamsul Haque Tuku were present on the occasion held at the ground of the Department of Fire Service and Civil Defence at Mirpur.


Chiefs of three services, diplomats of different countries and representatives of different international agencies also attended the function. 


Appreciating the services of fire service personnel for the cause of mankind, the prime minister said common people consider the fire service and civil defense as their friend of needs as the personnel have earned confidence of people. 
"I confidently believe that the areas of getting public services by common people will be broadened if we can moderanize the fire service and civil defense service and make it time-befitting", she said.


Sheikh Hasina said the present government since taking office in 2009, has taken many pragmatic steps for enriching the fire service and civil defence department to make it as internationally standard one through procurement of necessary equipment.


In the first session of the 9th Jatiya Sangsad, she said, the government has decided to establish fire station in every upazila. In the initial stage, 25 stations were constructed and in the second phase, approval was given to construct 156 stations, she said. 

The prime minister said five modern high scale ladders, two rescue speedboats, three fire floats were purchased from abroad while modern fire extinguishing apparatus are being procured from Bangladesh Machine Tools Factory.


Immediately after Nimtali fire disaster in 2010, the government has taken steps for procurement of five chemical tenders to douse the fire from inflammable substances, she said. "Besides, steps were taken to shift the chemical godowns from Dhaka City to a place near Keraniganj BCIC industrial town," she added

The prime minister said her government is also actively considering to enhance the benefits and allowances for fire service personnel. Risk allowances were introduced for the fire fighters of operational workers of all level were brought under rationing system. 

She said fire fighters were given two-coloured uniform and substantial number of world-class fire suite were distributed among them.


The number of awards for the courageous services of the fire fighters has been raised to 50 along with enhancing the honorarium to Taka one lakh, 75,000 and 50,000 respectively from only Taka 10,000 and Taka 5,000.


Sheikh Hasina said the process is underway to turn the fire service and civil defence training complex to an academy. 


Earlier, the prime minister witnessed an attractive mock exercise of the fire fighters and display of the apparatus recently procured for the department.


Later, the prime minister inaugurated the newly constructed fire service stations at Charghat of Rajshahi and Khaksa of Kushtia districts. 

The prime minister placed wreaths at the memorial plaque constructed on the premises of the Department of Fire Service and Civil Defence in memory of the martyrs of War of Liberation.

#

November 20, 2012

PM assures providing all support to jute research

DHAKA:  Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today assured the scientists engaged in jute research of giving all necessary support from her government and hoped that they would be able to invent drought, saline and cold tolerant variety for sustainable harvesting of the cash crop round the year.


"As our scientists have showed their talent in unveiling the genome sequence of jute, I firmly believe that they will be able to invent high yielding jute variety able to cultivate round the year and mitigate diseases and pests," she said. 


The prime minister was inaugurating a two-day international seminar on 'High Yielding Jute and Jute Seeds Production and Modern Jute Retting Procedure' at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre here today. 


Sheikh Hasina said her government is encouraging diversified use of jute and establishment of modern jute industries aimed at making the jute and jute products as the highest foreign exchange earning sector of the country.

Referring to huge expansion of the use of the environment friendly natural fiber in day-to-day life of global people, she said it's very much encouraging for us.


Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury and Jute and Textiles Minister Abdul Latif Siddiqui attended the function as special guests while senior secretary of the Ministry of Jute and Textile M Ashraful Moqbul was in the chair.


Director General of Bangladesh Jute Research Institute Dr M Kamal Uddin gave a presentation on technical session of the seminar and Director General of Department of Jute M Nasir Uddin, project director of the "High Yielding Jute and Jute Seeds Production and Modern Jute Retting Procedure" Dr Mangal C. Chanda, spoke among others, on the occasion.


The prime minister said country's state owned jute mills for the first time after 1982 could gain profit and after 30 years the mills accrued net profit of Taka 20 crore in the 2010-11 fiscal year. 


"Average daily production of state-owned jute mills was 357 tonnes at the time of present government taking office and at present the capacity rose to 700 tonnes," she added. 

Sheikh Hasina said, Bangladesh is blessed with fertile soil and weather to produce good quality of jute historically making the fiber as our national heritage.

"To make the heritage sustainable and development of the cash crop, the present government has undertaken the Taka 169-crore project," she said adding farmers are being distributed fertiliser, pesticide and other agricultural components free of cost in addition to high yielding jute seeds under the project. 


She said around 20,000 selected jute farmers were given training under the five-year project on the modern techniques of producing high yielding jute and jute seeds and high technology of jute retting particularly ribbon retting procedure.


Pointing out the attachment of Awami League with the development of country's jute sector, the prime minister said, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman established separate ministry for jute and nationalized the jute mills for overall survival of the jute sector after independence.


In 1974, Bangabandhu also established Bangladesh Jute Research Institute (BJRI) under which many programmes had been taken for development of jute, recognized as our 'golden fiber', she said.


But, after killing of Bangabandhu in 1975, all those development programmes of jute sector became stalled, and in due course, the BNP-Jamaat alliance government closed down a number of leading jute mills including the Adamjee Jute Mills, the biggest mills in Asia, in 2002.


"They (BNP-Jammat) closed down eight jute mills one after another forcing many jute farmers to burn down their produces as they failed to sell those and recover the production costs," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said BNP-Jamaat government killed 18 workers and 17 farmers for their movement to press home their various demands. The sufferings and frustration of the farmers crossed all limits," she added.


Highlighting the present government's initiative for revitalization of the jute sector, the prime minister said, "the sector is now on the revival track". 


Khalishpur Jute Mills, Peoples Jute Mills in Khulna already resumed operation while Quomi Jute Mills in Sirajganj has been refurbished as National Jute Mills, she mentioned. 

Operations in three more jute mills went for experimental production and these mills will be inaugurated officially very soon, she said. 


The prime minister said, "jute is a valuable natural resource of Bangladesh and we have to ensure its best and diversified use."

#
November 21, 2012

PM announces raising retirement age of FF service holders to 60 yrs
DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today announced raising the retirement age of the Freedom Fighters (FFs) from government services to 60 years.


"Yesterday we have taken decision to raise the retirement age of the FFs to 60 years," she said while addressing a reception to the successors of Bir Shresthas and selected gallantry award recipient freedom fighters and their successors here today. 


The reception was arranged at the Armed Forces Division at Dhaka Cantonment on the occasion of the Armed Forces Day. 


The prime minister said her government has taken initiatives so that the nation remember the sacrifice and contribution of the FFs forever as well as honour their descendents. 

She called for their blessings and support to materialise the dreams of the FFs to build a happy and prosperous Bangladesh. 


The prime minister presented honorarium and some gift to the family members of the Bir Shresthas and selected gallantry award recipient freedom fighters and their successors.

Sheikh Hasina approached herself to the seats of age-old mothers of Bir Shrestha Abdur Rouf and Bir Shrestha Mostafa Kamal to present the honorarium and gift to them. 

State Minister for Liberation Affairs Captain (retd) AB Tajul Islam, Adviser to the Prime Minister on Defense Tarique Ahmed Siddique, Chief of Army Staff General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan, Chief of Naval Staff Vice Admiral Zahir Uddin Ahmed and Chief of Air Staff Air Marshal Muhammad Enamul Bari were present.


Principal Staff Officer of the Armed Forces Division Lieutenant General Abdul Wadud gave the welcome address. 


PM's Principal Secretary Sheikh M Wahid Uz Zaman, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad and high civil and military officials also attended the function. 


Listing the steps taken by the Awami League government during her present and previous tenure for the welfare of the FFs, the prime minister said, from now on the FFs will get treatment free of cost in all government hospitals. "Construction of a specialised hospital for their treatment is going on," she said.


The prime minister said, projects were taken for construction of Muktijoddha Complex in every district and Muktijoddha Bhaban in every Upazilla at a cost of Taka 119 crore and Taka 806 crore respectively.
She said, quota for the FFs in the government services has been kept reserved for their children and grandchildren. 


Paying her rich tributes to the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and four national leaders, the prime minister said the nation would ever remember with gratitude the immense sacrifice of the FFs for liberating the country.


She said her government would do whatever necessary for the welfare of the families of the freedom fighters and preserve the glorious history.

"Freedom Fighters are the greatest sons of the soil," she said adding her government is working relentlessly to uphold their dignity.


Sheikh Hasina said, her previous government introduced state honour for the FFs after their death in 1996. Necessary steps were also taken to increase the grants for funeral of the war heroes, she said. 

The prime minister said, apart from this, the amount of allowances for freedom fighters has been increased from Taka 1,500 to Taka 2,000 along with raising numbers of the beneficiaries. 

Besides, monthly allowance for the families of Bir Shreshtha has been raised to Taka 14,400 from Taka 11,250 while allowance for families of other martyrs has been increased from Taka 5,850 taka to Taka 7,020, she said.


Sheikh Hasina said database on FFs is also being prepared by the Ministry of War of Liberation. 

She said her government has taken steps to preserve historical places including Race Course Ground where Father of the Nation delivered his historical speech on March 7, 1971 and Pakistani occupation forces surrendered their arms on December 16, 1971.


Construction works of Shikha Chirantan, an open stage (Unmukta Mancha) with 2000 seats, underground museum, and 156- seat audio-video room are progressing at Suhrawardy Uddyan, she said.


Mentioning the initiatives taken for conferring 'Swadhinata Sanmanana', 'Bangladesh Muktijuddha Sanmanana' and Muktijoddha Moitree Sanmanana' to foreign friends of Bangladesh, she said the process will continue.


A total of 60 gallantry award wining freedom fighters and their successors were presented honorarium and gifts on the occasion.

#

November 22, 2012

People would try BNP-Jamaat again like 2008: PM
DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the people would try the BNP-Jamaat alliance again through ballot like the 2008 general elections for their past misdeeds like resorting to terrorism, patronizing militancy and committing unbridled corruption.

"The people would decide through ballot again in future whether they want to go back to the rule of terrorism, militancy and corruption or want to live in peace without terrorism, militancy and corruption," she said in her introductory speech at a view-exchange meeting with the grassroots leaders of Sylhet city Awami League at her Ganobhaban residence here.


The Prime Minister's comments came as Leader of the Opposition and BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia in her address in Barisal on Monday sought public support for another term in power, pledging a facelift of the country through massive development work. 

Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief, said if BNP comes to power again they would stop all development programmes taken place in agriculture, health, education, economy, power, communication, information technology and women development during the present AL government.


She said if BNP-Jamaat comes to power again, Begum Zia would change the facelift of the country through installing anti-liberation forces into power and stopping the ongoing trial of war criminals.


"Bangladesh would turn into a safe haven again for terrorists, militants and corrupts and there will be no women rights and freedom if the alliance comes to power," she said.

The Prime Minister said the country would become champion in corruption again and a vulnerable situation would be created in the economy if BNP-Jamaat comes to power.

She said the present government carried out massive development in the power sector and resumed the operation of 11,000 community clinics which were closed by the previous BNP-Jamaat government. 


If they (BNP-Jamaat) come to power, Sheikh Hasina said, they would shut down all power plants set up by Awami League government plunging the country into darkness and stop the activities of the community health clinics again.


Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, AL Advisory Council Member Suranjit Sengupta, Presidium Member Abdul Latif Siddiqui, PM's Advisor Dr Alauddin Ahmed, AL Joint Secretary Jahangir Kabir Nanak, Oragnizing Secretaries BM Mozammel Haque and Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury, Mayor of Sylhet Badaruddian Ahmed Qamran and former chief whip Abul Hasnat Abdullah were present, among others, at the function conducted by AL Organizing Secretary Mizbahuddin Siraj.


Referring to the Begum Zia's claim that her sons are honest, the Prime Minister questioned that if they are honest then how their graft was proved in the courts of the USA, Malaysia and Singapore?


"Their broken suitcase and torn vest turned into a 'magic box' as they amassed a huge wealth through corruption. Even Khaleda Zia herself whitened her black money by paying fine," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the BNP has taken corruption as their principle and now they are blaming those as corrupts who are not actually corrupts and claiming those as honest who are actually corrupts. "Everybody knows the names of 'Hawa Bhaban' and 'Khowab Bhaban' which are synonymous to corruption," she said.


Highlighting the horrific picture of torture, repression and grenade attacks across the country including Sylhet during the rule of BNP-Jamaat, Sheikh Hasina said former finance minister Shah AMS Kibria was killed, while senior AL leader Suranjit Sengupta, British High Commissioner Anwar Chowdhury, Mayor of Sylhet Badaruddin Ahmed Qamran were injured in grenade attacks at different places of Sylhet.

"Even women Awami League leaders could not escape grenade attacks during the rule of BNP-Jamaat," she said.


The Prime Minister said the present government freed the country from the stigma of terrorism, militancy and corruption by curbing those social vices with an iron hand. "We have created a peaceful environment for the people and established Bangladesh as a peaceful nation in South Asia by containing terrorism, militancy and corruption with an iron hand," she said.


She said the Awami League has brought the independence and the party would ensure the economic freedom of the people.


"We have liberated the country in exchange for a sea of blood and we have been working hard to ensure basic needs of the people," she said.


Sheikh Hasina asked the grassroots leaders and workers of the party to highlight the successes and development programmes of the government before the people side by side with strengthening the organization.


She also highlighted different programmes taken for the development of the Sylhet city and thanked the people of Sylhet district for presenting the all six seats to Awami League in the last general elections.

#

November 24, 2012

Get ready to take responsibility for developing country, PM urges Scouts

DHAKA: Terming the youths as the future of the nation, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the Scouts to be prepared to shoulder the responsibility for developing the country.


"Get yourselves ready..I want to see that you take the place of the seniors soon by learning how they are performing their responsibility," she said while inaugurating the two-day 24th Asia-Pacific Regional Scout Conference at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre here this morning.


Chairman of World Scouts Committee Simon Hang-Boch Rhee, President of Bangladesh Scouts Md Abdul Karim, Chief National Commissioner of Bangladesh Scouts Md Abul Kalam Azad and Chairman of Conference Organising Committee Habibul Alam, Bir Pratik, also spoke on the occasion.


A statement of Filipino Vice President and Chairman of the Asia-Pacific Scouts Jejomar C Binay was read out at the function.


The Prime Minister also urged the Scouts to play an important role in turning Bangladesh into a middle income country by 2021.


"Our aim is to turn Bangladesh into a middle income country by the year 2021. We have been working to establish Bangladesh as the most peaceful nation in South Asia through eradicating poverty and the Scouts will have to play an important role in this regard," she said Sheikh Hasina called on the Scouts to devote themselves to building Sonar Bangla as dreamt by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.


Mentioning that Scouting is her one of the favourite organisations, the Prime Minister said it helps the young boys and girls gradually grow up as self-reliant and with the spirit to serve the distressed humanity.


"The Scouts go to nature and learn from it. They also perform as the 'first respondent' in any natural disaster," she said. 

 
The Prime Minister said she personally tries to encourage scouting whenever she gets chance. "I took part in amusing games with the Cubs at my official residence Ganobhaban this year during an award-giving ceremony," she said.


She said at present there are nearly 11.64 lakh scout members in the country and the number will be raised to 15 lakh by next year.


Sheikh Hasina said her government is patronising scouting expansion through three projects. These are: Scouts Expansion at Primary Schools, Human Resource Development through Scouting and the 24th Asia Pacific Scouts Conference. 


The Prime Minister said the Scouts Centre at Mouchak has been modernised, while the government has allocated land for another training centre in the country's northern area. 

She assured of extending all cooperation for the development and expansion of Bangladesh Scouts, Asia- Pacific Regional Scouts and World Scouts.


Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh has already arranged two more special scouting programmes --- the Course for Leaders' Trainers and the Youth Forum for the Rover Scouts. 

She congratulated the trainers and participants of the two courses and wished success of the 24th Asia-Pacific Regional Scouts Conference.


The Prime Minister also advised the trainers to be sincere in discharging their duties and to play a pioneering role in building worthy citizens imbued with honesty and patriotism.


"You are imparting training to the young boys and girls. They imitate you and follow you. Therefore, you should be sincere in discharging your duties," she said, adding: "Let us come and take a fresh vow to advance the country."


In this context, the Prime Minister recalled the words of the scouting pioneer Sir Robert Baden-Powel --- "Leave this world a little better than you found it".

Sheikh Hasina also highlighted her government's tremendous successes in the fields of education, economy, ICT and power. "The government has been working relentlessly for the development of the country," she said.


Earlier, the Prime Minister released a first day cover and a postage stamp issued by the Bangladesh Post Office on the occasion of the 24th Asia-Pacific Regional Scout Conference. Post and Telecommunications Minister Advocate Sahara Khatun and Director General of Bangladesh Post Office Nayeb Delwar Hossain were present on the occasion.

#

November 27, 2012

AL doesn't believe in vote rigging: PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said that her government always believes in democracy and people's empowerment and is committed to protecting the rights of the people.


"We do not believe in vote rigging as our aim is to strengthen democracy and protect the rights of the people. It has been proved through 6,000 different kinds of elections held in the last four years," she said while delivering her introductory speech at a view-exchange meeting at Ganobhaban here with the grassroots-level leaders of Awami League from Sunamganj.

Sheikh Hasina, also the AL chief, said all the elections including Tangail by-polls held during the present government were staged in a free, fair and neutral manner. "The government did not make any interfere in those elections," she said.


On the other hand, she said, elections during the four-party alliance government rule meant rigging, killing and clash. Not a single election was held without vote rigging during the period from 2001-2006, she said.


The Prime Minister reiterated her firm commitment to rooting out terrorism, militancy and corruption from the country for ever and said there is no room for these social menaces in Bangladesh. 


She said the country was turned into a sanctuary for terrorists, militants and corrupts during the rule of the BNP-Jamaat four-party alliance. But the present government freed the country from that stigma by curbing those social menaces with an iron hand, she said. 
Highlighting the horrific picture of torture, repression and grenade attacks across the country including Sylhet region during the rule of BNP-Jamaat, Sheikh Hasina said former finance minister Shah AMS Kibria was killed, while senior AL leader Suranjit Sengupta, British High Commissioner Anwar Chowdhury, Mayor of Sylhet Badaruddin Ahmed Qamran were injured in grenade attacks at different places of Sylhet.


Sheikh Hasina also stressed the need for continuation of democracy and said the socioeconomic development of the people is not possible without democracy. No country could advance towards development without democracy, she said.


About the 15th amendment to the constitution, the Prime Minister said it has ensured equal rights of the people of all faiths and restored the spirit of the War of Liberation side by side with sealing off usurpation of power.


Highlighting various development activities of the country during the present government, she said that when AL goes to power, people get something.

On the other hand, she said, when BNP comes to power, people get nothing except corruption, militancy and terrorism. "The aim of the BNP is to loot public money through corruption and send those abroad," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the government has recently brought a part of siphoned off money of the opposition leader's son Koko from Singapore. "We will bring all their laundered money from abroad gradually," she said.


About the trial of the war criminals, she mentioned that after the independence, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman initiated the trial of the war criminals and as a result 11,000 identified war criminals were detained.


"But after the 1975, military dictator Ziaur Rahman released them from jail and rehabilitated politically by giving them citizenship of the country."


She said that when Zia's wife was in power, she put the killers of Bangabandhu in parliament and that parliament passed the flawed caretaker government.


"The nation paid price of that self-destructive decision during the 1/11 regime," she said.


She said the Awami League has brought the independence and the party would ensure the economic freedom of the people. "We have liberated the country in exchange for a sea of blood and have been working hard to ensure basic needs of the people," she added.


Sheikh Hasina asked the grassroots leaders and workers of the party to highlight the successes and development programmes of the government before the people side by side with strengthening the organization.


Minister without portfolio Suranjit Sengupta, AL Presidium members Kazi Jafarullah and Satish Chandra Roy, PM's Adviser Dr Alauddin Ahmed, AL Joint Secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif and Organizing Secretary Misbahuddin Siraj were present at the meeting, among others.

#

November 27, 2012

Remain alert against subversive activities in mills, factories: PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today stressed the need for strengthening safety measures for the workers at mills and factories and urged the countrymen to remain alert and extend cooperation to check subversive act in the mills and factories.


"Situation in the mills and factories has improved than the past. Despite that you have to remain alert so that none can disrupt production in the mills and factories by committing subversive act," she said.


While inaugurating a three-day textile fair - Texbangla 2012, the Prime Minister called upon the owners of the mills and factories to ensure safe exit of the workers after any accident.


"You will have to be careful so that the workers can come out of their work place safely after any accident like fire," she said.


She also suggested the industry owners to construct water reservoir while setting up any industry. "Due to shortage of water, the fire could not be doused quickly at many times," she said.


Bangladesh Textile Mills Association (BTMA) has organized the biannual exposition for the fifth time at Ruposhi Bangla Hotel to promote more use of local fabrics in the country's booming readymade garments sector. 


Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith was the special guest at the function, while FBCCI President AK Azad and BTMA President Jahangir Alamin also spoke. BTMA Advisor GKM Towfiq Hasan made a multimedia presentation on the country's textile sector.


At the outset of the function, a minute's silence was observed in memory of 109 garment workers who were killed in Tazreen Garment factory fire in Ashulia and 13 people who were killed in Chittagong overpass guarder collapse on Saturday. About the fire in Tazreen Fashion, Sheikh Hasina said investigation into the incident is underway and action would be taken according to the probe report.


Terming the fire incident regrettable and unexpected, she said the government has given financial assistance to the family members of the killed and affected.


The Prime Minister called upon the entrepreneurs and businesspeople of the textile sector to make the country self- reliant in fabrics by applying their merit, skill and capability.

"You will also have to raise the quality of the products as well as research and development cost side by side with increasing productivity and creating new market," she said.

About the shortage of gas in mills and factories, she said demarcation of blocks in the Bay of Bengal for exploration of gas and oil has been done after the maritime victory over Myanmar. We would go for international bidding very soon to this effect," she said.


Sheikh Hasina said the country felt necessity to set up export-oriented textile industries following the creation of export market of readymade garments in the 80s. "Investment in the sector increased significantly as you have advanced," she said.


She said a foreign firm had prepared a report on the prospect of Bangladesh in the textile sector. The report said the investment in the sector would not be profitable. Instead of it, it would be rational to import yarn and fabrics from the neighbouring countries.


"We ignored the report and brought BGMEA, BKMEA and BTMA in a single table and made arrangement to work as complementary to each other." 


Sheikh Hasina said the government has provided assistance to the entrepreneurs to set up textile industries and made arrangement for capital and enhanced cash support to the RMG export sector.


The Prime Minister said the three sectors-textile, knit and woven-moved ahead. The export in the RMG sector boosted massively and as a result, a huge number of export-oriented composite textile and spinning mills were set up "You have advanced the wheels of the economy creating massive employment, particularly the women, ensuring women empowerment, improving woman and child health and raising literacy rate," she said.


"It also revived the rural economy and cut poverty and this time, we follow the same policy," she said.


The Prime Minister said the textile sector has been able to stand on a solid foundation, thanks to the government cooperation and hard labour and sincerity of the entrepreneurs. "And for this I am happy and proud," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the contribution of the textile sector as a backward linkage industry of the garment sector is increasing gradually. 


"We are pledge-bound to sustain the textile sector in the competitive world and we are implementing the incentive package to protect the sector from the negative impact of world recession," she said. 


The Prime Minister said the country has a huge demand for fabrics and it (country) has to import cloths worth about six billion dollars a year.


"Though, we fetch two billion dollars every year by exporting various cloths including denim, we have to boost our capability of producing fabrics and for this, investment will have to be increased," she said.


Wishing the success of the fair, Sheikh Hasina said it would create a close relation between the buyers and sellers and make marketing easier. The buyers will be attracted further to purchase products creating a win-win relation, she said.


A total of 24 mills are displaying primary textile products in the fair starting from yarn to fabrics manufactured by local millers in 40 stalls.


The fair will remain open for the people from 11am to 8 pm. No entry fee would be required.

#
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Khaleda can't protect war criminals, PM tells public rally
TANGAIL: Awami League President and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today categorically said that the trial of the war criminals must be held in the country like the trial of Bangabandhu killers.

Criticizing BNP chief Begum Khaleda Zia for giving shelter to war criminals, Sheikh Hasina said she (Khaleda) would not be able to protect them by killing people, torching vehicles and unleashing terrorism across the country.

"You were not successful in protecting the killers of the Father of the Nation despite hectic efforts in the past. Likewise, you would not be able to save the war criminals from trial whatever killing and arson you carry out in the country," Sheikh Hasina told Khaleda.
The Prime Minister was addressing a mammoth public rally at Dhanbari Nawab Institution Ground in the district as the chief guest after inaugurating a number of development programmes in Dhanbari upazila.


Referring to Khaleda's recent statement claiming her two sons as honest, Sheikh Hasina, in her 30-minute speech, said whitening black money and siphoning off money, earned through corruption, to Singapore proved how much honest her sons were.


"We have brought the money siphoned off by her sons from Singapore to Bangladesh so far," she said, adding that more money, laundered by Khaleda Zia's two sons abroad, would be brought back soon.


The Prime Minister wondered how crores of Taka is coming out of a broken suitcase and torn vest of former president Ziaur Rahman.

In this connection, Sheikh Hasina asked Begum Zia to refrain from tall talks for the sake of peace and stability in the country.

 
"The people are now living in peace...they want to remain in peace," she said, adding that those who murder farmers, and kill people by setting buses on fire cannot ensure peace for them.


Describing the devastating fire in a garment factory in Ashulia, Dhaka that left 111 workers dead, as a conspiracy, she said the plots are being made to halt the ongoing progress of the country.

Mentioning various pro-people programmes of the government,the Prime Minister said the people get something when the party comes to power. They (people) can eat, they can exercise their right of franchise when AL remains in power.


On the other hand, the people get nothing excepting terrorism and corruption when BNP comes to power, she added. 


Sheikh Hasina also referred to a number of successes of her government including establishing rights of Bangladesh's maritime boundary over Myanmar, curbing militancy and terrorism, lowering inflation, raising the highest-ever foreign currency reserves up to $ 12 billion, increasing power production, providing government jobs to four lakh youths and creating employment opportunities for 74 lakh youths, ensuring supply of fertilizer, seeds and other agricultural inputs to boost production and reaching health services to the doorsteps of people.


Apart from this, she said the present government has been implementing a number of social safety net programmes to boost rural economy and empowering women to achieve overall development of the country. 


Chaired by Dhanbari Upazila Awami League President Alhaj Badiul Alam Manju, the rally was also addressed, among others, by Food Minister Dr Abdur Razzak, Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Cultural Affairs Minister Abul Kalam Azad, Awami League Joint Secretary General Mahbub-ul-Alam Hanif and State Minister for LGRD Jahangir Kabir Nanak.


Tens of thousands of people irrespective of age, gender and religion thronged the rally venue to hear their beloved Prime Minister and the daughter of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 


Ahead of the visit of Sheikh Hasina, the entire upazila wore a festive look as people were eagerly waiting to greet their Prime Minister who paid the visit to the upazila after a long time.

Carrying placards with the portraits of Bangabandhu and Sheikh Hasina, they greeted the Prime Minister shouting slogans "Sheikh Hasina Egiey Cholo... Amra Acchi Tomar Sathey" (go ahead Sheikh Hasina . . . we are with you).


Earlier, the Prime Minister inaugurated the newly constructed Dhanbari Upazila Complex and laid the foundation stone of 50-bed health complex and the thana building in Dhanbari upazila.
#
