October 11, 2012

PM directs local admin to intensify rescue operation in storm-hit dists

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today directed local administration to speed up rescue operation in the storm-hit areas in Noakhali, Bhola and Chittagong districts.

According to media reports, at least 13 people were killed when cyclonic storms lashed a number of upazilas in Noakhali, Bhola and Chittagong districts early today.

The Prime Minister also asked the party leaders and activists to stay beside the affected people and provide assistance for their rehabilitation and treatment.

 
After hearing the news of the violent storms, he said, Sheikh Hasina constantly enquired about the situation from the local administration and gave them directives from time to time.

October 11, 2012

AL always sails boat against wave: PM

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today whipped the persons and section of the press critical to her government saying Awami League since its inception always sailed boat against the wave.

"We have earned independence by sailing boat against the wave. Braving all adversities we have achieved our national successes and striving for fulfilling the aspiration of the people. So, we'll be able to bring prosperity for the nation," she said.

Addressing the grassroots leaders of Rajbari district unit of Awami League at her official residence Gonobhaban she urged the party leaders not to be misguided by the criticism of vested section, rather work together to reach the benefit of the development works of the government to the people and reorganize the party at the grassroots level.

"People are always in our favour and it has been proved time and again when people have fair chance to give their opinion," a confident Prime Minister said.

Deputy Leader of the Jatiya Sangsad Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, PM's advisor Professor Dr M Alauddin Ahmed, and Labour Affairs Secretary of the party Habibur Rahman Siraj were present.

Accusing a section of media for unfair criticism of the government, the Prime Minister said, they are critical as we could not materialize some of their demands.

She said, the Awami League unveiled the privatization of media in the country, though most of them are owned by rich men. They have many demands, but the government can not always fulfill those, making them unhappy on us," she said.

"They (media) would not surely be unhappy on us if we were devoted to fulfill their demands instead of looking into the interests of people," she continued saying 'not only the government, but everybody should have accountability".
Lambasting a section mid-night television talk-show participants, she said they are out to misguide people. Some of them completely failed to discharge their duties when they were in public offices. And, some of them shed tears to have a post in our party," she said adding "It's not fair that politicians will be responsible for every failure, others will not have any stake".

The Prime Minister said, It was really a difficult task for her government to restore discipline in every sector making up the losses caused by the five year's misrule of BNP-Jamaat and subsequent 'torture and intimidation' of the caretaker government.
She said, Awami League worked for the people as they expressed their confidence in the party in 2008 general election. No party like Awami League works for the people so sincerely, she said.
 
"People don't suffer for food now, and they have access to power, better communication, education and health as Awami League is in power," she said adding Awami League is working for the welfare of the people of every section and overall development of the country.

Sheikh Hasina said her government is making relentless efforts to make self-sufficient all areas including food and industrial production, power and energy generation, fishery resources and science and knowledge.
 
She said overall economic condition of the rural people of the country has improved with reduction of the number of poverty- stricken people by 50 million over the last three and a half years, cutting overall poverty by 10 percent.

Urging the party leaders and workers to read the autobiography of Bangabandhu, she said, "You have to learn about sacrifice and dedication from the life and work of the great leader to make the party more stronger and active."

Sheikh Hasina said, many evil forces tried to destroy Awami League in the past. They are still hatching conspiracy against the party, she said urging all to remain careful about conspiracy.
 
The Prime Minister said, Rajbari is one of the districts where the activists of four-party alliance resorted to their terrorism on Awami League leaders and workers and minorities after 2001 general election.
 
She said, Awami League doesn't believe in retaliation. That's why the party didn't go for revenge after massive victory in 2008, she said adding the Mohajote government led by Awami League has invested all its efforts for nation's progress and welfare instead of unleashing terrorism on opposition activists. 

About the progress of the Padma Bridge project during the tenure of the present government, the Prime Minister said, Awami League in its first stint had completed the feasibility study for the bridge which had not progressed further during five year rule of BNP-Jamaat government.
 
"Now, they (BNP) are telling for construction of two bridges on the Padma, which is a mockery with the people," she said.

Referring to the recent comment of Begum Zia on Ramu incident, the Prime Minister said, the opposition parliament member instigated the local people to vandalize the Buddhist monasteries.
 
"After making people agitated, the lawmaker went for sleep when local administration, people, RAB and BGB were fighting to disperse the unruly mob. But, being agitated by the BNP lawmakers, the unruly people went for vandalism and set fire to the temples of the Buddhists," she said.

October 12, 2012

PM rejects BNP probe report on Ramu incident

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today rejected the BNP's probe committee report on Ramu incident saying the party is accustomed to shift their responsibility of an occurrence to others.

"People know about their character, they always carry out such occurrences and later try to shift the responsibility to others' shoulder," she said.

The Prime Minister said this while addressing the central leader of Jatiya Sramik League at Gonobhaban marking the 43rd founding anniversary of the organization. 

The man who led the BNP probe committee was found guilty during the period of lastcaretaker government for maintaining 20 bank accounts in different names, she said. 

"The man also had taken registration of a land in Gulshan showing a dead person alive. He was also convicted in a graft charge and later was released on President's mercy," she said raising question 'how much the report of a such fraud person can be true'.

She said, BNP while was in power tried to implicate Awami League in the incidents of bomb explosions at Mymansingh cinema hall, Ramna Batmul and an Awami League rally on August 21, 2004.
 
"They even had told that I carried the grenades in my vanity bag exploded on August 21," Sheikh Hasina said.
 
The Prime Minister said, "We are running the country with utmost transparency and responsibility. We don't have any 'Hawa Bhaban' or 'Khwab Bhaban', she said. 

President of Jatiya Sramik League Shukkur Mahmud, General Secretary Sirajulm Islam, Labour Affairs Secretary of Awami League Habibur Rahman Siraj spoke among others on the occasion while Executive President of the organization Fazlul Haque Montu was present.
 
The Prime Minister said, on that night officials and local administration and army failed to communicate with the local parliament member despite their frantic efforts.
 
Investigation is going on why the parliament member was in asleep at that time when barbaric activities were going on in his area, she said adding BNP must reply for such negligence of its lawmaker.


Sheikh Hasina said, Awami League doesn't believe in hurting the religious sentiment of any person. Awami League leaders and workers have made their utmost efforts to protect the Buddhist temples and houses, she said.
 
The Prime Minister said the government is investigating into the matter to find its source. Video footage and photographs of the attackers were collected and all of them would be brought to book, she asserted.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said her government has taken steps for safeguarding the rights of every citizen. The constitution has been amended ensuring rights of every citizen to perform religious rituals.

She said, BNP cannot accept the peaceful co-existence of people of all religion. They don't want to allow people to live in peace. So they carried out the attacks to destroy the ancient temples, she said.

Sheikh Hasina greeted the leaders and workers of Jatiya Sramik League marking the founding anniversary of the organization and recalled their role in all democratic movements.
 
She said the present government is making relentless efforts to present a prosperous life to all including the laborers and establish Bangladesh as a dignified nation in the world.
 
Referring to the steps taken for welfare of the labor class, she said no government in the past had taken any step to enhance the wages of working people to such a level.
 
She also pointed out the achievements in the economic sector saying good governance of the present government helped reduce inflation to 5 percent from 11 percent and food price inflation 
to 3 percent from 13 percent.
 
The economy became stronger than ever over the last three and a half years, she said adding during this time the country became self- sufficient in food production, stamped out militancy and terrorism and people regained their confidence to stand on their own feet.
 
The Prime Minister said her government has fulfilled all commitments given to the people before the general elections in 2008. Around 78 lakh people got jobs including five lakh in the public sector, she said adding the present government opened up many mills and factories which were closed down during the BNP regime. 

Urging people to remain alert about the liars, the Prime Minister said they must be aware of those politicians who embezzled the fund of orphans and were linked to militancy and terrorism.
 
She also urged the leader of Jatiya Sramik League to strengthen the organization and work for protecting the rights of both institutional and non-institutional labor force.

October 13, 2012

General meeting of Bangabandhu Memorial Trust held

DHAKA: A general meeting of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Memorial Trust was held at Bangabandhu Bhaban on Dhanmondi Road no 32 this evening.
Chairman of the Trust Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina presided over the meeting. Member Secretary of the trust Sheikh Hafizur Rahman and members Sheikh Kabir and Nur-e Alam Chowdhury Liton were present.
 
The meeting discussed the activities of the Trust and decided to strengthen its activities, Trust sources said.

October 13, 2012

PM smells anti-democracy plot in demands for caretaker system

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said a section of people who played a role in lingering the caretaker government in 2006 are active to disrupt constitutional process in the country.

"We can see that those persons who gave certificate in 2006 that a caretaker government can exist for indefinite period, and played role for making the caretaker government longer, are vocal again," she said.

"Perhaps they have any intention to make a conspiracy with Bangladesh again," she added.

The Prime Minister, also the president of Awami League, said this in her introductory speech before the meeting of the National Committee of Bangladesh Awami League at Gonobhaban here today.
 
"Without naming any person, she said they do this as they carry no value to people if democracy persists in the country. They can enjoy power and considered as dignified persons if undemocratic or unconstitutional rulers are in power," she said.

The Prime Minister observed that those people are interested to go to power, but cannot depend on people. "So they want to go to power through unconstitutional means. This game should be stopped in the country", she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Awami League wants uninterrupted constitutional process to make the democracy sustainable.
 
"Socio-economic development of the country is possible only if democracy and constitutional rule sustains," she said adding that the country time and again fell into trouble to fulfill their whims.
 
Deputy Leader of the Jatiya Sangsad Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, Agriculture Minister Matiya Chowdhury, national committee members Tofail Ahmed and Amir Hossain Amu, presidium members Sahara Khatun, Satish C Roy and Advocate Yusuf Hossain Humayun, General Secretary Syed Ashraful Islam and Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni were present.
 
Sheikh Hasina said over the last three years and nine months, around 6,000 elections at different levels were held in Bangladesh. Nobody could raise question about the neutrality of the government.

Nobody raised any allegation of government's interference or rigging or snatching of ballot boxes, she said adding "Election Commission is performing its job independently." She said no election was held in the country so neutrally in the history of the country after 1975, and Awami League could do this as the party believes in people's empowerment.
 
Reaffirming her full commitment to democracy, Sheikh Hasina said, Awami League led 14-party government after taking office in 2009 and have done everything to establish the constitutional rights of the people. 

"We believe in democratic rights of the people. We nourish the policy that the party which will get public support will rule the country," she said.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh has achieved tremendous success over the last three years and nine months and common people are enjoying its benefit. "But, only a section of people cannot see any success of our government," she said.
 
Laying importance on uninterrupted democracy, she said the caretaker government system was enacted in the parliament constituted in a farcical election held on February 15, 1996. "Killers of Bangabandhu were also part of that process," she mentioned.
 
She said in 2006 the advisors of the caretaker government, except making a voter list, could do nothing for the nation, rather their torture and intimidation on different sections of people crossed all limit.
 
Sheikh Hasina said a section of people always hatched conspiracy to destroy the Awami League. "They distorted the history and tried to defeat the Awami League in all elections," she added.
 
In this regard, she mentioned about release of a corruption perception report of Transparency International-Bangladesh (TIB) in June 2006 which labeled Bangladesh as a corrupt country.
 
"Usually the TIB report is released in September or October every year. But, in that year they released the report in June, one month ahead of our peaceful handing over of power," she said adding it was a part of conspiracy to misguide the people.

Highlighting her government's success in the economic areas, the Prime Minister said now country's total foreign exchange reserve stands over US$ 11.53 billion. 

"After Bangabandhu, the present government has taken the initiative to build up a gold reserve to keep the country's economy stronger. No government had taken such initiative before," she said.
 
Criticising the mid-night TV talk-show participants, she urged people to analyse the situation where the country was in 2008 and where the present government has brought the country over the years.
 
"Every sector of the country has witnessed progress. And, the country is now self-sufficient in food production with dropping of inflation. Income capacity of every section of people has been increased," she said.
 
"Once, Bangladesh was recognised as a country of militants, terrorists and corruption. We have turned the country into the most peaceful nation in South Asia," she said.
Referring to the recent Happiness Report, which ranked Bangladesh as the ninth most happiest nation of the world, she said "it proves that we were successful to provide good governance and establish confidence in people."

She said, "People of Bangladesh now can live in peace and stability. That's why people are happy and Bangladesh is being recognised as one of the happiest nation in the world."
 
Sheikh Hasina said, "Awami League wants to make the democracy more stronger where people can express their views through election. People will elect their representatives according to 
their choice and Awami League can create fair election atmosphere as the party has full trust in people." Sheikh Hasina said, "Awami League always believe in people's empowerment. And, the people also have confidence in Awami League. Except Awami League no party can trust people."
 
The Prime Minister said, the ultimate goal of her government is to bring smile in the face of downtrodden. "Inshallah, we will be able to bring ahead the country and bring smile in the faces of millions by implementing Vision 2021," she said.

October 13, 2012

PM urges for building all coastal infrastructures as cyclone centers

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has urged for building all infrastructures in the coastal areas as cyclone shelter centers to protect people during cyclonic storm and tidal surge.
 
Bangladesh, a low laying country with 34 percent people live in coastal areas, needs more cyclone centers to give shelter to people in the backdrop of rise in intensity and frequency of cyclones and water surges.
 
So we have to build all infrastructures in coastal areas capable to give shelter to people, she said.
 
She also stressed the need for giving necessary training to girls and women in enhancing their capacity to face disaster and take part in post-disaster rehabilitation and reconstruction programmes.
The Prime Minister was addressing the inaugural programme of the International Day for Disaster Reduction at Bangabandhu International Conference Center here today. 

Sheikh Hasina said geographical location has made Bangladesh one of the most vulnerable countries in the world. Lives and livelihoods of people are under threat due to cyclone, tornado, flood, drought, erosion and salinity.
 
She added: "Bangladesh is also in the risk of major earthquake as it's situated in the seismic zone. High population density, unplanned urbanization, faulty construction of buildings have intensified the risk of causalities. Besides, incidents of fire and road and launch mishaps were very common to aggravate the situation". 

With Disaster Management Minister Abul Hasan Mahamud Ali in the chair, the function was attended by Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid, State Minister for Housing and Public Works Advocate Abdul Mannan Khan and UN Resident Coordinator in Bangladesh Neal Walker as special guests.
 
Secretary of the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief Dr M Aslam Alam also spoke on the occasion.
 
The day is being observed in Bangladesh this year with the theme - "Durjog Sahansheel Desh Gori: Sohayak Shakti Balika O Nari" (Lets build a disaster resilience country: Take girls and women as supporting forces".
 
The Prime Minister said Bangladesh has many success stories in disaster management. But, everyday we are facing new threats and challenges, she said.
Sheikh Hasina said the long-term goal of Bangladesh's disaster management plan is to reduce the extent of damage of natural, environmental or anthropogenic disasters to tolerable or acceptable level and build management tool for quick response to any big catastrophe.
 
She said the government wants to build Bangladesh as a disaster- tolerant country.
 
In view of this, programes were undertaken to reduce extent of damage as well as strengthen people's resilience capacity to face any disaster, she said adding our disaster management 
programmes were appreciated by the world community.

Pointing out the main objective of observation of the International Day for Disaster Reduction, the Prime Minister said the ultimate goal of the observance of the day is to reduce extent of damage, which might be possible through making people aware about disasters.
 
She said loss of lives and property came down extensively over the years in Bangladesh due to government's preparatory measures to face disasters.
 
In this regard, she mentioned loss of live of around three lakh people in a catastrophic cyclone on November 12, 1970 across Bangladesh coast.
However, in recent years number of causalities declined substantially in four category cyclonic storm Aila and other storms of severe intensity, she noted.
 
Sheikh Hasina said her government in 1997 prepared the 'Standing Order on Disaster Management' and it has been moderated in 2010. Besides, the government has prepared Disaster Management National Plan 2010- 2015 and 'Cyclone Shelter Construction, Maintenance and Management Policy- 2011'.
 
She said the Awami League government had taken initiatives to prepare the Disaster Management Act in 1997. But, the next BNP- Jamaat government did not carry forward the initiatives, she said adding the Disaster Management Act 2012 has been enacted in the parliament recently.
 
Appreciating the role of women in disaster management activities, the Prime Minister said the women with their poor knowledge and capacity are playing tremendous role in this area. 
"We have to make them interested to take part in programmes taken for poverty alleviation, climate change adaptation and disaster management in a broader way," she said.
 
She said the Women Development Policy 2011 has specific directives to encourage participation of women in the development work, environment protection and overcome the crisis at the time 
of disasters and Department of Women Affairs is making an action plan for participation of women to lessen risk of disasters.
 
Prime Minister also distributed prizes among the winners of essay writing and painting competitions for school and college students marking the day.

October 14, 2012

PM opens Teletalk's 3G service
DHAKA: A new horizon has been opened up in Bangladesh's telecom sector, as the state-owned mobile phone operator Teletalk today launched its much-awaited 3G (third generation) mobile phone service, the first of its kind in the country. 

Inaugurating the commercial testing of 3G mobile phone technology of Teletalk, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said it has set a new milestone in the country's telecom sector elevating Bangladesh to the level of the countries that are ahead in mobile phone technologies.
 
With the launching of 3G technology, she hoped, speedy internet services will be available through mobile phone, while exchange of information and data would be fast and easy.
 
"Mobile phone subscribers would get developed digital services including making video call and expansion and various applications of 3G technology would be ensured," she added.
 
Post and Telecommunication Minister Advocate Sahara Khatun chaired the function held at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre.
 
The function was also addressed by eminent IT specialist Sajib Wazed Joy, Post and Telecom Secretary Sunil Kanti Bose and Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Li Jun.

The Prime Minister said information and communication technology could reach multidimensional trend of development to the grassroots level speedily and at low cost and link the people with the world. "To utilise the huge capability of the ICT, we made commitment to building Digital Bangladesh by 2021 in our election manifesto," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said new technology would help flourish IT industry and services side by side with ensuring massive use of IT in all sectors including education, research, industry, agriculture and services. "It would also help increase export of information technology and services and create employment for educated youths," she said.
Besides, she said, the lot of the underprivileged people would be changed and free flow of information for empowerment of the people would be ensured. "We have advanced a lot in achieving the goal," she added.
The Prime Minister said her previous government in 1996 brought the mobile phones within the reach of the common people by breaking its monopoly to sustain in the competition in this era of information technology.

"We have given the opportunity of flourishing the sector and brought the computer within buying capacity of the people by withdrawing import tax and duty on the computer products. We have also formed a taskforce for the expansion of the IT," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said immediately after assuming office this time, the present government has framed the ICT Act and Policy as well as the Telecom Act. 

"We have also brought the whole country including the Chittagong Hill Tracts region under the mobile phone network and created a scope for sending SMS in Bangla through mobile phones," she said.

The Prime Minister said the new generation is being familiarised with IT. "E-book has been prepared with the textbooks of primary and secondary levels and computer education made compulsory at secondary level," she said adding that computer education would be introduced at lower secondary level from the next year. 

Sheikh Hasina said her government is providing computers to every school and establishing multimedia classrooms. "We are giving training to the teachers for raising their ICT skill," she said.

The Prime Minister said the government has so far set up nearly 3,000 IT labs in different schools and colleges. "We are sending mobile IT labs in remote areas and made arrangement for solar energy where electricity is not available," she added. 

Sheikh Hasina said a skilled manpower is being built in the ICT sector and the work on setting up hi-tech park has started at Kaliakoir in Gazipur. 

"We have raised the capacity of internet bandwidth and made internet services available, while initiatives have been taken to launch the country's maiden satellite to achieve own capacity in the telecom sector," she said.

The Prime Minister said the government has increased coverage and speed of internet services and bandwidth capacity side by side with expanding optical fibre network up to the union level.

She said Bangladesh is advancing keeping pace with digitised world as nearly 10 crore people are using mobile phones and 25 percent people are taking internet services.

"We are going to the way of building Digital Bangladesh free from technology divide for all citizens of the country," she said.

Sheikh Hasina thanked the Chinese government for their assistance in launching 3G service in Bangladesh.

Sajib Wazed Joy said 4G sevice would be introduced in Bangladesh in future if Awami League is voted to power again.
He said the 3G licence policy is being finalised and other mobile phone operators would get licences of 3G soon through auction.

Later, the Prime Minister launched the Teletalk 3G service by pressing a button. She talked to President Zillur Rahman over phone by using 3G technology.

She also talked with the students of Azimpur Girls High School over phone by using 3G technology.

According to Teletalk officials, the 3G service would be available in Dhaka for the time being, through the 200-odd 3G-enabled base transceiver stations the state-run operator has installed in the capital city.

Other divisional headquarters would get the service in phases, they said.

The service will be rolled on to the private mobile networks once the licences are secured via the auction due in early next year.

Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission (BTRC) allocated 5 megahertz (MHz) spectrum from the 2100 MHz band, for now, to Teletalk for the trial purposes.

3G, short for 3rd generation of mobile telecommunications technology, enables video telephony and high-speed internet access from the mobile network. 
#
