Dhaka, July 24, 2013

175 family members of Savar victims receive financial assistance from PM

More 175 family members of 123 garment workers died in Savar building collapse on April 24, 2013 today received financial assistance from Prime Minister's relief and welfare fund.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina distributed the cheques of financial assistance among them at a function at her Tejgaon office here.

Official sources said, the Prime Minister in seven phases so far disbursed Taka 17,54,64,000 from her relief and welfare fund for treatment of the Rana Plaza victims and providing financial support to the families of the deceased and injured workers.

The Prime Minister distributed 1,016 cheques of total amount of Taka 11,97,50,000 for families of 777 victims. Besides, thirty injured garment workers received Taka 3.30 crore in the form of family saving certificates from the Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister made financial support of Taka 1,42,14,000 for treatment of the injured workers in 22 hospitals and Taka 35 lakh for sending critically injured rescue workers Kaikobad to Singapore for better treatment.

She also provide assistance of Taka 50 lakh to National Forensic DNA Profiling Laboratory for DNA profiling of the dead garment workers.

Workers Party president Rashed Khan Menon, MP, Tarana Halim, MP, senior officials of the Prime Minister Office and leaders of BGMEA were present on the occasion.

Meanwhile, more organizations and individuals donated cheques of financial assistance to the Prime Minister's Relief and Welfare Fund for the Savar victims.

State Minister for Science and Technology Yafes Osman and secretary of the ministry handed over a portion of their salary to the Prime Minister's relief fund.

Vice chancellor of the National University and Pro-vice chancellors handed over one-day salary of the officials and employees of the university to the Prime Minister.

Vice chancellors of Khulna Engineering and Technology University and East West Univsity, Dhaka donated their one –day salary to the PM's relief fund.

Besides, Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association (BGMEA) from its Disaster and Relief Account made donation to the PM's relief and welfare fund.

Dhaka, July 23, 2013

Work attentively so that unconstitutional govt does not return to power, PM urges DCs
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the deputy commissioners to work attentively so that unconstitutional government does not return to power in future.

"The people of the country in the past were suppressed due to the rules of the military government, quasi military government or army- backed caretaker government. So you will have to remain alert so that such governments do not assume office in future," she said. 

The Prime Minister said this while inaugurating the three-day Deputy Commissioners' Conference 2013 at the International Conference Centre in the Prime Minister's Office (PMO) here this morning.

PM's Adviser on Public Administration HT Imam and Cabinet Secretary M Musharraf Hossain Bhuiyan addressed the function.

Divisional Commissioner of Dhaka AM Shamsuddin Azad Chowdhury, deputy commissioner of Comilla Md Tofazzal Hossain, DC of Jessore Md Mostafizur Rahman and DC of Bhola Khandakar Mostafizur Rahman also spoke on behalf of the DCs and divisional commissioners.

Ministers, advisers to the Prime Minister, secretaries, divisional commissioners and senior officials of the government were also present.

Sheikh Hasina also reiterated that the next election will be held in the way the democratic countries stage election. "The next polls will be held in the manner so that the democratic process continues in the country," she said.

Underscoring the need for protection of democracy, the Prime Minister said peoplecould mistake or may be confused while casting vote.

"But they will learn from the mistake. We let the process start..as long as the process would not begin, democracy won't sustain and socioeconomic development of the people won't be made," she said.

Mentioning that the next elections will be held in a free, fair and peaceful manner, Sheikh Hasina said: "I believe that your strong role, work efficiency and intentness in flourishing the healthy democratic trend would continue."

The Prime Minister said the 15th amendment to the constitution has paved the way of flourishing democracy. "For the first time in the country, an independent, neutral and strong Election Commission has been constituted through discussion," she said. 

She said about 6,000 elections including Jatiya Sangsad by- polls were held during the tenure of the present government. "No questions were raised about the elections as every poll was held in free, fair and impartial manner thanks to the good intention of the government and united efforts of all concerned," she said.

She directed the DCs so that none can create religious fanatism in the name of Islam and cannot use children in such works. " I would like to request you to create mass awareness about the use of the children of the madrasas in evil works," she said.

Urging the DCs to work with attitude of service and sacrifice, the Prime Minister gave 17-point directives to them.

Sheikh Hasina urged them to resist any evil design strongly to hike the prices of essential commodities during the month of Ramadan by creating artificial crisis. "Regular monitoring on demand, stock and supply will have to be done," she said.

The Prime Minister advised the DCs to give special attention so that the people do not become victims of harassment and deprivation in getting the government services.

"You will have to work to stop women and child repression and trafficking, misuse of drugs and check spreading of social vices like dowry, eve-teasing and early marriage," she said.

Sheikh Hasina suggested the DCs to give special focus on various issues among their various pro-people works.

The issues are undertaking special steps for the welfare of the disabled and underprivileged community, giving leadership for the development and flourishinginformation and communication technology to reach the services to the people's doorsteps, working together with the public representatives to establish good governance at the grassroots level.

The Prime Minister asked the DCs to takemeasures for increasing rate of female education at all levels, checking dropout of the students and bring back the dropped out students in mainstream and playing a pioneering role in spreading and development of quality education in remote areas.

She also urged the deputy commissioners to keep a sharp eye on enhancing efficiency and transparency of land administration and management and protecting the government lands.

"You will have to take all kinds of necessary measures for smooth supply of fertilizers, seeds, electricity and fuel for boosting agri production," she said.

The Prime Minister advised the DCs to encourage the producers in keeping the foodgrains pollution free and creating mass awakening in checking marketing of adulterated food items.
"You will have to raise mass awareness about protecting environment and ensure proper application of the laws and rules to this end," she said.

Sheikh Hasina suggested the DCs to take initiatives to generate employments in the light of local resources and potentialities and inspire and organize the marginal community in cooperative activities. 

She asked the deputy commissioners to take right decisions at right time according to the Standing Orders on Disaster, 2010 to mitigate calamities and disasters and make effective the village courts to provide hassle-free justice and reduce case logging.

Mentioning that it is the fifth deputy commissioners' conference during the tenure of the present government, Sheikh Hasina said the scope that is created for exchanging views between the centre and field-level officials every year is very important. 

"This conference plays an important role in identifying and overcoming the problems to implement the government policies and programmes at the grassroots level," she said.

The Prime Minister said her government has been striving hard to fulfill pledges it made before the elections.

"We have achieved unprecedented successes in most of the fields and I am firmly hopeful that the rest of the commitments of the government could be implemented before the next polls," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said her government after assuming office has taken allout initiatives to establish rule of law. The nation has been able to free its stigma by completing the trial of the killers of Bangabandhu and his family members.

"The trial of war criminals who committed crimes against humanity during the War of Liberation in 1971 is going ahead, and the verdicts of six cases have already been delivered," she said, adding it is necessary to complete the trial to free the nation from stigma.
 
The Prime Minister said the government achieved significant success in rooting out terrorism and militancy from the country's soil.

"The trial of BDR mutiny has already been completed as per the BDR laws, while the trial of the killing of army officers in BDR mutiny, August 21 grenade attack and 10-truck arms haul cases is now at the final stage," she said.

Sheikh Hasina also illustrated her government's tremendous successes in the fields of agriculture, health, education, economy, electricity, poverty alleviation, ICT, social safety net and women empowerment.

Dhaka, July 23, 2013
PM hails birth of Britain's royal baby

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today extended her warm congratulations to Queen Elizabeth II as Britain's Prince William and his wife Kate were blessed with a son.

In a congratulatory message sent to the Queen, the Prime Minister said: "We are delighted and pleased at the arrival of a new guest in the British Royal family," PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said.

"On behalf of the government and the people of Bangladesh, I offer our heartfelt congratulations to the Royal Couple & the entire Royal Family, " Sheikh Hasina added.

The prince's wife Kate gave birth to a healthy male heir weighing 8lbs 6oz (3.8 kilos) in London on Monday.

Dhaka, July 22, 2013

PM invited to attend ICAPP special conference on women leadership

A delegation of International Conference of Asian Political Parties (ICAPP) called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her Gonobhaban residence here today.

PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said the delegation invited the Prime Minister to attend a 'special conference on women leadership' of the 52-nation organization on September 14- 16, 2013 in Seoul, South Korea.

ICAPP launched in 2000 aimed at promoting mutual understanding and trust among the political parties of the countries in Asia, Middle-East and Oceania to foster regional cooperation.

Now more than 340 political parties in 52 countries with diverse political and ideological background are eligible to participate in the ICAPP activities.

Abul Kalam Azad said, the Prime Minister in the meeting with the ICAPP delegation underlined the steps taken by her government for empowering women in Bangladesh.

She said, women are now working in ever largest number in every sector of Bangladesh including the armed forces, law enforcing agencies, administration, judiciary, teaching, medical and social services.

The government has taken up 'education for all' programme with a strong focus on girl children's education giving them stipend, considering a global best practice, the Prime Minister said.
The government is also implementing targeted social safety net programmes with strong focus on vulnerable women and their families, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, one of the major milestones in Bangladesh's history in women's empowerment was direct election to reserved seats for women in local level elections. Around 45,000 women vied for 12,000 posts at local level, she said.

Bangladesh has sent first women contingent to UN Peacekeeping Mission, she said.

Touching upon the development issues and practice of parliamentary democracy in Bangladesh the Prime Minister said a good number of women are represented in the parliament and the posts of Speaker, Leader of the House, Deputy Leader of the House and Leader of the Opposition are held by women.

She said, Bangladesh's democracy is gradually getting firm footing and the Election Commission is stronger than ever to hold free, fair and credible polls.

Former Minister Abdul Matin Khasru, MP, Ambassador at-Large M Ziauddin, PM's Special Assistant Abdus Sobhan Golap, among others, were present.

Dhaka, July 21, 2013

Four city mayors, councillors take oath

Mayors of Rajshahi, Sylhet, Khulna and Barisal city corporations and newly elected councillors have taken oath at a simple ceremony at Prime Minister Office here today.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina administered oath of mayor of Rajshahi M Mosaddek Hossain, Sylhet mayor Ariful Haq, Barisal mayor M Ahsan Habib Kamal and Khulna mayor M Moniruzzaman.

They were elected mayors in the elections held on June 15, 2013.

LGRD and Cooperatives Minister Syed Ashraful Islam administered the oath of the councilors while LGRD secretary Abu Alam M Shahid Khan conducted the function.

Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury, Industries Minister Dilip Barua, state minister for LGRD and Cooperatives Jahangir Kabir Nanak, PM's advisor Prof. M Modasser Ali and Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury and senior officials of the PMO, LGRD ministry and Election Commission were present.

In a brief speech after the oath taking ceremony, the Prime  Minister said, the four city corporation elections were glaring example of holding free, fair and neutral poll in the country. 

"We have proved that free, fair and neutral election is possible where people could exercise their franchise spontaneously and elected you mayors," she said.

She urged the mayors to work for people with devotion saying, "you would certainly have allegiance to party, but you must uphold the spirit of the oath that you have taken today through delivering service for the people."

The Prime Minister said four cities have witnessed unprecedented development over the last four years. She urged the mayors, all from opposition party, to continue the development pace, so that citizens are not deprived of civic amenities.

Sheikh Hasina hoped that the mayors would keep them above all partisan role and fully engage them for welfare of the people. She also urged them not to show any negligence in performing duties.

The Prime Minister wished all success of the newly elected mayors and hoped for working together to build up the nation.

The oath taking ceremony began with recitation from four holy books- Al Quran, Geeta, Bible and Tripitaka.

The Prime Minister took photographs with the mayors, councillors and their family members. 

Later, family members of slain executive engineer of Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation and member of Institute of Diploma Engineers, Bangladesh (IDEB) M Towhidul Islam, and president and general secretary of IDEB called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her office.

The Prime Minister handed over savings certificates of Taka 20 lakh to wife of Towhidul Islam, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said.

Engineer Towhidul Islam was killed by communal bigots in Sonamasjid area of Chapainawabganj district on February 28, 2013.

An eight-member delegation of Bangladesh Buddha Prachar Sangha led by Shuddhananda Mohathero called on the Prime Minister at PMO.

The Prime Minister today also provided financial support for treatment of Harun ar Rashid, son of the leader of stranded Pakistanis in Bangladesh late Mohammad M Nasim Khan. 

Sheikh Hasina also gave financial assistance to the family of Ejaj Uddin Chowdhury Kaikobad who died in the tragic Rana Plaza collapse in Savar in April last. Wife of Kaikobad received savings certificates of Taka 12 lakh from the Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister said the government would provide financial support for education of the children of Kaikobad.

LGRD and Cooperatives Minister Syed Ashraful Islam was present, among other, on the occasion.

Ashuganj, July 20, 2013

PM opens 53-MW power plant at Ashuganj

Inaugurating a 53-megawatt (MW) public sector power plant here today, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said national grid would get 250-MW imported power from India very soon.

She said the present government is working for development of the power sector with patriotism and honesty. "We have proved that success is possible if work is done with patriotism and honesty," she said.

"Our promise to resolve the electricity crisis by reaching power to every household is getting a real shape as private sector companies have responded to our call to invest in this sector," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said her government, if it gets chance to come to power again, would increase the country's total power generation to 24,000-MW.

The Prime Minister also laid foundation stones of five power plants having 1,301-MW generation capacity. The Ashuganj Power Station Company Ltd (APSCL) would implement the project at a cost of US Dollar 613 million with financing under the export credit agency.

PM's Energy Advisor Dr Towfiq-e-Elahi Chowdhury, State Minister for Energy, Power and Mineral Resources Enamul Haque, State Minister for Law Advocate Kamrul Islam, State Minister for Liberation War Affairs Capt (retd) AB Tajul Islam, RAM Obaidul
Muktadir Chowdhury, MP, and Ziaul Haque Mridha, MP, Sayedul Haque, MP, Power Secretary Monwar Islam, APSCL Chairman Md Anwar Hossain and Managing Director Engr M Nurul Alam also spoke on the occasion.

Describing the country's bleak picture of power generation from 2001 to 2008, the Prime Minister said the Awami League government handed over power in 2001 with daily production capacity of 4,300-MW. But, the capacity declined to 3,200-MW when the party again took office in 2009.

BNP-Jamaat government constructed no power plants in the country, nor they duly conducted the maintenance of the existing plants, she said, adding a total of 55 new power plants were constructed over the last four years and a half raising the
production capacity to 8,537-MW.
Sheikh Hasina said 34 power plants with capacity of 6,951-MW are now remained under construction and bidding process for 19 more plants with capacity of 3,974-MW is going on.

Pointing out the government initiatives for coal-based power production and agreement with Russia for nuke power, the Prime Minister said the government is also encouraging renewable energy.

She said 32 lakh new consumers were given power connections during the present government tenure reaching the coverage about 62 percent. Uninterrupted power supply has been ensured for irrigation, she said.

The Prime Minister urged the people to be efficient in using power and gas saying 'prudence use by one person would certainly help another to get power."

Urging all to compare the successes of the present government with those of the previous government, Sheikh Hasina said the country's 40 percent people were under the poverty line in 2005 which now declined to 26 percent.

Per capita income of people now rose to US$950 from US$630 in 2008. Country's foreign exchange reserve now stands around US$15 billion from less than US$3 billion in 2008, she said.

The Prime Minister said the country moves forward whenever Awami League comes to power. At the same time, the party always brought honour for the country from abroad.

She said Awami League has engaged its full efforts for empowerment of women in the country which was acclaimed by the world community, despite a section of people didn't like this.

Bangladesh is now a role model for socioeconomic development in the world which should be sustained to build a hunger and poverty-free Bangladesh by 2012, she said.

Dhaka, July 19, 2013

If assumes power again BNP would create new Hawa Bhaban: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said BNP would jeopardize the country's independence and sovereignty by creating a new Hawa Bhaban if it comes to power again.

In the past, she said, BNP was indulged in unbridled corruption, terrorism and looting by opening Hawa Bhaban.

"If BNP comes to power again, it would destroy the country's independence and sovereignty by creating a new Hawa Bhaban and committing fresh corruption, terrorism and plundering like in the past," she said.

Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief, said this while addressing a rally on Mugdapara ground in the city this afternoon.

Her comments came as BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia at an iftar party on Thursday said her party, if voted to power, would run the country in a 'new manner'.

Khilgaon and Sabujbagh thana units Awami League organized the rally on the occasion of the inauguration of the newly constructed Mugda 500-bed General Hospital.

The Prime Minister called upon the people to remain alert about those who patronized corruption, terrorism, militancy and war criminals and torched mosques and burnt holy Quran.

"If BNP comes to power again, the country would witness terrorism and militancy like in the past," she said.

With local lawmaker Saber Hossain Chowdhury in the chair, the rally was also addressed, among others, by Awami League Joint General Secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif, Organizing Secretary AFM Bahauddin Nasim and Dhaka City AL General Secretary Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury Maya.

Sheikh Hasina urged the leaders and workers of the party to be united and strengthen the organization to save the nation from the corrupt persons and terrorists.

She said Bangladesh was recognized as a country of militancy and terrorism during the five-year rule of the BNP-Jamaat Alliance government.

But after assuming office, she said, the present government restored the image of the country by containing these social vices with an iron hand. 

"The aim of our politics is to serve the people and reach the fruits of independence to their houses," she said.

About the war crimes trial, Sheikh Hasina said the nation started getting the verdicts against those who committed crimes against humanity in the War of Liberation.

"Bangladesh is being freed from a 42-year stigma and it is a big achievement," she said.

She said it was General Ziaur Rahman who stopped the trial of the 1971 culprits by grabbing state power illegally after the assassination of Bangabandhu.

"Zia only not stopped the trial, he also made ministers like identified war criminals Shah Aziz, Abdul Alim and Maulana Mannan," she said.
Following the footprint of Zia, his wife Khaleda Zia handed the national flags over to identified war criminals Matiur Rahman Nizami and Ali Ahsan Mohammad Mojaheed.

Referring to the unbridled corruption committed by the BNP- Jamaat Alliance government, Sheikh Hasina said that the leader of opposition whitened her black money which she earned through corruption.

In this regard, she mentioned that her government brought back the money from abroad which the BNP leader's son laundered during their five years rule from 2001 to 2006.\
Referring to Hefajat-e-Islami's 5th May rally at Shapla Square, the Prime Minister said BNP-Jamaat terrorists joining hand with Hefajat activists to burnt hundreds of pieces of the Holy Quran which is a stigma for the Muslim Ummah.
She lamented that Jamaat-Shibir with the patronization of BNP carried out vandalism in and outside Baitul Mukarram National Mosque, burnt prayer mats and assaulted Imam-Muajjin. 

Sheikh Hasina said these evil forces, in one hand, do politics in the name of Islam, while on the other hand, create anarchy and unleash violent activities.

Illustrating various pro-people programmes undertaken for the development of the country, she said the present government has increased power generation to 6,675 MW from 3,200 MW and solved the problems of water and gas.

In this regard, she mentioned the opening of new water treatment plants, the one at Sayedabad, and digging of new gas wells in the last four and a half years which mitigated severe crises of water and gas.

Sheikh Hasina said healthcare services have already been introduced in 13,500 community clinics to reach the primary medicare services to the doorsteps of the rural people.

She said her government has undertaken programs to construct nearly one lakh flats for the low income people to solve their housing problems.

The Prime Minister sought cooperation and support of the people in the next general elections in favour of her party so that the ongoing development projects could be completed for the welfare of the nation. 

She urged all to be united being imbued with the spirit of the War of Liberation and work together to establish a poverty and hunger-free prosperous Bangladesh by the year 2021.

Earlier, Sheikh Hasina formally inaugurated the newly-built 500-bed General Hospital at Mugda removing sufferings in getting healthcare services and fulfilling a long-standing demand of the people of the capital's eastern part.
The Public Works Department constructed the 13-storey hospital on 9.52 acres of land at a cost of Taka 110 crore.

Health Minister Prof Dr AFM Ruhal Haque, State Minister Captain (retd) Dr Muzibur Rahman Fakir and local MP Saber Hossain Chowdhury were present.
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