Dhaka, September 22, 2013

PM off to NY to attend 68th UNGA session

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina left here tonight for New York on an eight-day official visit to the United States to attend the 68th session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).

The Prime Minister will address the 68th session of the UNGA on September 27. On the sidelines of the UNGA, she will attend a number of high-level events and bilateral talks. 
Sheikh Hasina will hold meetings with her Indian counterpart Dr Manmohan Singh and UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon.

An Emirates flight carrying the Prime Minister and her entourage took off from Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport (HSIA) at 9.40pm.

Deputy Leader of the House Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Railway Minister Mujibul Haque, Environment and Forest Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud and PM's Advisor HT Imam were present at the airport to see the Prime Minister off.

Besides, Cabinet Secretary M Musharraf Hussain Bhuiyan, the chiefs of the three services, the dean of the diplomatic corps and the US ambassador in Dhaka were also present.

Sheikh Hasina is scheduled to reach John F Kennedy (JKF) International Airport in New York at 8.15 a.m. (local time) tomorrow. On the way, the Prime Minister will have a two-hour stopover in Dubai.

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni, Bangladesh Ambassador to USA Akramul Qader, Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the United Nations Dr A K Abdul Momen will receive the Prime Minister at the JFK Airport.

From the airport, the Prime Minister in a motorcade will be taken to Hotel Grand Hyatt at Park Avenue where she will be staying during her visit to the USA. 

On September 23, Commonwealth Secretary General Kamalesh Sharma will call on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her hotel suite. In the evening, she will attend a reception to be hosted by US President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama at Waldrof Astoria Hotel.
Later, she will attend a programme of International Organization for South- South Cooperation (IOSSC) at its office.

On September 24, Sheikh Hasina will attend a welcome reception given by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and opening session of the 68th UNGA in the UN Headquarters (UNHQ). 

Later, the Prime Minister will attend a high-level side event on 'Tackling the Unfinished Business: Accelerating MDG Progress'. She will also join the UN secretary general's Luncheon Reception.
From the UNHQ, Sheikh Hasina will reach Permanent Mission of Qatar at UN Plaza on the First Avenue to call on Qatari Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.
In the afternoon, the Prime Minister will attend as one of the keynote speakers of 'Leaders Dialogue: HLPF-From Vision to Action' at Trusteeship Council Chamber in the UNHQ. 

Later, foreign ministers of Saudi Arabia and China will call on Sheikh Hasina at the UNHQ. 

On September 25, the Prime Minister will attend a round table of the special event of the President of the General Assembly to follow up efforts made towards achieving the MDGs. 

Later, she will attend the "Global Education First Initiative (GEFI) Anniversary Even at ECOSOC Chamber at UNHQ. In the evening, Sheikh Hasina will have a dinner at Bangladesh House. 

On September 26, the Prime Minister will sign 'Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) and Protocol on Explosive Remnants of War of Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW)' at UNHQ. She will also attend a high level Plenary Session on Nuclear Disarmament. 

On September 27, the Prime Minister will deliver her statement at the 68th UNGA. Later, she will attend a press conference at Bangladesh Permanent Mission in New York. 

On September 28, Sheikh Hasina will hold a meeting with her Indian counterpart Dr Manmohan Singh at New York Palace Hotel. 

In the afternoon, the Prime Minister will have a meeting with UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. In the afternoon, the Prime Minister will attend a programme of Bangladesh community at Hotel Hilton.
On September 29 morning, Sheikh Hasina will leave New York for home and she is expected to reach Dhaka at 5.40 pm on September 30 via Dubai.

During her visit to the United States, PM's Media Advisor Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, Ambassador-At-large M Ziauddin, Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad will accompany the Prime Minister.

Senior Awami League leaders Tofail Ahmed and Amir Hossain Amu, Workers Party President Rashed Khan Menon, Jatiya Party Presidium Member Anisul Islam Mahmud, JSD Executive President Moinuddin Khan Badal, Jatiya Party lawmaker Mujibul Haque, Ganotantri Party General Secretary Nurur Rahman Selim and Peshajibi Nari Samaj General Secretary Afroza Haque Rina will also accompany Sheikh Hasina.

A business delegation, led by FBCCI President Kazi Akram Uddin Ahmed, is also going to the United States with the Prime Minister.

Dhaka, September 22, 2013

Outgoing UAE envoy meets PM

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) Ambassador to Bangladesh Khalfan Battal Ali Al-Mansouri made a farewell call on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her office here today.

Briefing reporters after the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said the Prime Minister and the UAE envoy discussed issues related to the bilateral interests.

Sheikh Hasina expressed satisfaction over the existing relations between the two brotherly countries and hoped that the ties would be strengthened in the years to come.

She also expressed satisfaction over the existing trade and business ties between Bangladesh and the UAE and hoped that the ties would increase further.

The Prime Minister mentioned that a huge number of Bangladeshis have been working in the UAE and thanked the UAE government for hosting the huge Bangladeshi workforce.

The Prime Minister highlighted Bangladesh's tremendous successes in the fields of agriculture, education, health, economy, food security, social safety net and women empowerment.

The UAE ambassador highly appreciated Bangladesh's stunning achievements in different sectors under the dynamic and visionary leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

Al-Mansouri expressed gratitude to Bangladesh government for the warm hospitality and cooperation given to him during his tenure in Dhaka.

Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, PM's Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman, PMO Secretary Mollah Waheeduzzman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were present on the occasion.

Dhaka, September 21, 2013

Visiting Thai medical team calls on PM
A delegation of visiting Thai medical team made a courtesy call on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her official residence Gonobhaban here today.
Thai ambassador to Bangladesh Madura Pochana Ittarong led the 10 member delegation.

The 60-member Thai medical team arrived Bangladesh on a ten- day goodwill visit for limb prosthesis of injured persons who lost their limbs in accidents at different parts of the country including the victims of Rana Plaza collapse in April last.

Director of Prime Minister Office Dr Zulfikar Lenin said the team will conduct limb prosthesis of 100 patients at National Orthopedic Hospital till September 28.
Health Minister Prof. AFM Ruhal Haque and Director of the orthopedic hospital Prof. Abdul Awal Rizvi were present on the occasion.
Dhaka, September 21, 2013

Keep distance from BNP, PM urges people
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the people to maintain distance from BNP and its allies and remain careful about their propaganda in the own interest and the nation as well. 

"People should keep in mind that their progress happens only when Awami League remains in power. We have to go to people for their mandate and make them understand why they will vote for the party," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, BNP, if it comes to power, will stop the trial of the war criminals first. Then they will resort to a reign of terror across the country as they did after 2001 election.

"BNP in power means repetition of terrorism, militancy and corruption and above all unrest in public life. They will set fire everywhere and go on kill spree," she said. 

The Prime Minister said this in her inaugural speech at a views exchange meeting with the Awami League leaders of six districts at her Gonobhaban residence here today.

Presidents and general secretaries of district, upazila, city and first- clas pourasavhas of Dhaka, Panchagarh, Rangamati, Khagrachhari, Bandarban, Barguna districts attended the meeting.
Sheikh Hasina said, the meeting was aimed at taking written opinion of the grassroots leaders about the aspirants of next parliamentary election. The opinion of party leaders will be tallied with the survey conducted earlier to take final decision about the party candidates.

Awami League presidium members Qazi Zafarullah and Nuhul Alam Lenin, joint secretary Mahbub-ul Alam Hanif and central member Abul Hasnat Abdullah, among others, were present.
The Prime Minister said, people will be able to take full meal at least two times a day and live in peace and their children will have access to education, better health service and get an assurance of prosperous life if Awami League comes to power again.

People should give vote to Awami League as poverty declines if they give vote for the party. A day labour, who could not buy two kilogram rice with his earning during BNP regime, now can purchase eight to ten kilogram rice, Sheikh Hasina said.

The Prime Minister said, Awami League has given book to student free of cost. Scholarships and stipends are being given to students of secondary and high secondary level. A trust fund has been created to support the students of higher studies. 

The Prime Minister said, homeless people have got home by giving vote to Awami League. Awami League has opened up the ways of life and livelihoods of people. Farmers now can open bank account at Taka 10 and get soft loan and cash subsidy from the government through bank. Youths can get collateral-free loan from Karma Sangsthan Bank to arrange their own job.
She said, higher educational institutions and universities are being established in all districts to create opportunities of higher studies for the youths in their respective district. "Awami League has made easy the way of life of people. Students can avail internet facilities from anywhere in the country," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said, Awami League for the first time in the country allowed the satellite television in private sector and issued so many licenses in its present tenure for development of private media.

People now can talk to their relatives abroad easily availing the information technology, she added.

The Prime Minister said, five crore people have elevated their position to middle income group from low income level. Per capita income of people has been increased to Taka US$ 1,044.

Sheikh Hasina said, BNP leaders laundered huge amount of money abroad. "Begum Zia herself appropriated the fund of orphans as to why she is afraid of appearing in the court," the PM mentioned.

Sheikh Hasina said, no party but Awami League can build a hunger and poverty free country by 2021 as the party works for the people. "The country will go backward if BNP and its allies come to power," she reiterated.

Pointing out the steps taken by Awami League since independence for promotion of Islam, she said, Awami League truly work for Islam while BNP, Jamaat and Hefajat do business in the name of Islam.

She urged the party leaders to work together to strengthen the party, go to every house, particularly to women, and reply to the propaganda of the BNP, Jamaat and Hefajat against Awami League in the name of religion.

Sheikh Hasina said BNP, Jamaat and Hefajat have taken vote in the five city corporation polls misguiding people in the name of religion. They spread false information that thousands of Hefajat workers were killed at Shapla Chattar on May 5, 2013.

Pointing out the claim of the opposition leader that police has fired 1.5 lakh bullets at Shapla Chattar, the Prime Minister said, how it's possible to fire huge number of bullets in only half an hours.

"What would be the condition of the surrounding buildings if such a huge number of bullets are fired, and how much people should have been engaged to clear thousands of dead bodies and remove the injured persons," she asked?

"Despite that they spread that all Imams and Moazzins were killed. As to why no Azan will be heard from the mosques and there is no person alive to conduct the janaza of Muslims," Sheikh Hasina said. 

At the instigation of BNP chairperson, Jamaat-Hefajat workers burnt thousands of copies of holy Quran and destroyed the holiness of the Baitul Mokarram National Mosque. 
"One day Begum Zia must answer to the people for her instigation to destroy the holy Quran," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, BNP-Jamaat unleashed propaganda in the same style before 1996 general elections. They told that Ulu instead of Azan will be heard from all mosques if Awami League comes to power. "But their propaganda proved false later and Muslims performed their all religious functions in a better religious fervor and enthusiasm," she said. 

Mentioning the country's political situation after the brutal killing of Bangabandhu on August 15, 1975, the Prime Minister said, at that time it was seemed that the anti- liberation elements are the most powerful political force in the country. 

Terming the BNP's last regime as an 'era of misrule' Sheikh Hasina said people still remember the incidents of their torture, rape and murder. "They even tried to kill me by carrying out grenade attack on August 21, 2004," she said.
The Prime Minister said, Awami League build up food autarky for the country while BNP-Jamaat made it as a food-shortage country. "All the successes the country achieved during Awami League period were smashed by BNP-Jamaat government," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said, People of Bangladesh lent their overwhelming support to Awami League in 2008 general elections out of their confidence in the party to move forward the nation towards prosperity and peace.

"After taking office, we have tried to keep up people's expectation," she said adding the constitution was amended with the opinion of the people of all strata and in light of the verdict of the highest court of country to safeguard the people's power of changing the government. 

In this regard she ruled out the claim of a quarter that Awami League has amended the constitution overnight without any consultation with the political parties. 

She said, a special committee in this regard was constituted which conducted year-long discussion with the political parties, lawyers, professionals, judges and members of the civil society. "According to the recommendation of the special committee, the constitution was amended after threadbare discussion in the parliamentary standing committee and in the parliament," she said.

The Prime Minister said, the Awami League government has opened up the whole world to rural Bangladesh by expanding the use of information technology. Public healthcare service has been ensured for people through establishing about 15,500 community clinics and union health centres.

Dhaka, September 20, 2013

People would give mandate to AL again, hopes PM
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today expressed her hope that the people of the country would give mandate to Awami League again as the country witnessed massive development in the last four and a half years.
"The people would cast vote for Awami League again as the party ensured peace, contained terrorism and militancy, curbed corruption, implemented massive uplift programmes and improved the quality of life of the people," she said. 

She said the people would surely cast vote for Awami League again if they want peace and welfare and to eat filling up the stomach.
Sheikh Hasina, also the AL chief said, her party is doing whatever is needed for turning Bangladesh into a self-dignified nation as it brought independence of the country under the leadership of Bangabandhu.
She said this while delivering her introductory speech at a view-exchange meeting with grassroots leaders of the party of eight districts at her official Ganobhaban residence here this 
afternoon. 

As part of a series of view-exchange meetings to finalize probable party candidates for parliamentary seats in the next national election, the Awami League President today exchanged views with presidents and general secretaries of Comilla South and North districts, Chittagong city, South and North districts, Rangpur city and district and Pabna district unit of the party and their thana, upazila and grade-I pourasabha units. 

The ruling party has initiated the series of view exchange meetings between its president and grassroots leaders on September 4 and it would continue till October 12. 

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh has been recognized as a role model, despite global economic recession, on the world stage due to massive development that took place in the last four and a half years of the present government.

She said literacy rate increased, roads and bridges were developed, the students are getting free textbooks, and healthcare facilities have been reached to the doorsteps of the people and salary of the workers and government employees enhanced. 

Sheikh Hasina said Awami League comes to power for development and no other government except AL did so many works in the past.

"Those who create, sacrifice and suffer have more affection and sympathy for the people. But those who have no roots have no love and attachment to the people and nation," she said. 

AL Presidium Members Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, Abdul Latif Siddiqui, Kazi Zafarullah, Nooh-ul-Alam Lenin, Engineer Mosharraf Hossain and Satish Chandra Roy, Joint Secretary Mahbubul Alam 
Hanif, Publicity and Publication Secretary Dr Hasan Mahmud and Food Minister Dr Abdur Razzaque were present on the occasion.

Blasting the past BNP-Jamaat government for its misrule and unbridled terrorism and corruption, the Prime Minister said the BNP- Jamaat does not want peace and welfare of the people. "They do not see the people's interest, they always work for their personal interest," she said.

During their five years, she said, the BNP- Jamaat killed scores of farmers who raised demand for fertilizers and they killed people at Kansat (in Chapainawabganj) who demanded electricity.
The AL chief said Bangladesh was recognized as a failed state and a country of militancy and terrorism during the five- year rule of the BNP-Jamaat government.

"Their unbridled corruption took the country to the edge of destruction," she said, adding the two sons of Khaleda Zia plundered Taka 980 crore of Janata and Sonali Banks by establishing Dandy Dying and Khamba Ltd.

She said Begum Zia's two sons had created a den of graft by opening up the "Hawa Bhaban" and it seemed that there was power inside power.

"I would like to ask the opposition leader where was the power -- whether it was in the hand of the Prime Minister or Hawa Bhaban," she said, adding no businessmen could do business without paying toll to Hawa Bhaban.
Referring to the atrocities unleashed on the AL leaders and workers during the BNP- Jamaat rule, Sheikh Hasina said there was no area and community which could escape the brutality of the BNP-Jamaat terrorists.

After the 2001 elections, she said, 25,000 people of Barisal regions were forced to take shelter in Gopalganj in the face of torture and repression of BNP-Jamaat.

The Prime Minister urged the people not to be misguided by the anti-government propaganda being carried out by the opposition by using religion. 

"Where they want to drag Bangladesh by misguiding the people through religion?" she posed a question.

In this regard, she mentioned the violent acts of BNP-Jamaat Shibir and Hefajat on May 5 in the capital and elsewhere of the country and said that they burnt hundreds of copies of the holy Quran and torched banks, offices and shops and vehicles.

About the police crackdown on BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat mayhem on May 5-6 in the capital, Sheikh Hasina said the opposition first claimed that 2000-2500 people were killed in the police action.
"But the number was reduced to 61 which is also baseless. The list prepared by a human rights organization (Odhikar) is fake," she said.
About the BNP chief's claim that 1.50 lakh bullets were fired during the police crackdown on May 5, she said Begum Zia is continuing singing like a "bhanga record" (broken record) to this end. 

"All buildings in Motijheel areas would have been destroyed had so many bullets been fired on that day," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said BNP-Jamaat and Hefajat elements carried out propaganda to the people particularly simple rural women that AL had killed all imams, muezzins and devout Muslims. 
"They also propagated that azan (call for prayers) and janaza would not be held as AL killed all imams and muezzins," she said.
About the amendment to the constitution, the Prime Minister said the government brought amendment to the constitution to ensure voting and constitutional rights of the people as well as seal off usurpation of power illegally.

"We have brought the amendment to ensure voting and constitutional rights of the people and none can grab power unconstitutionally," she said, terming it a rare incident.

Describing elaborately the whole process of the 15th amendment to the constitution, Sheikh Hasina said a special committee, headed by deputy leader of the House, was formed comprising lawmakers of all parties on July 21, 2010.

The JS body, she said, held 27 meetings with the people of all professions including lawyers, journalists and civil society members and 51 recommendations were put forward to the committee.
Sheikh Hasina said the law minister placed the bill in the House on June 6, 2011 and the bill was sent back to the parliamentary standing committee on the same day. The bill was placed in the cabinet on June 20 the same year, she said. 

The Prime Minister said the Jatiya Sangsad passed the bill on June 30, 2011 through direct voting. Two hundred ninety-one votes were cast in favour of the bill, while one went against it, she said.
About the ongoing trial of war criminals, Sheikh Hasina said her government must complete the trial of the 1971 culprits who committed crimes against humanity in 1971.

"We executed the verdict of Bangabandhu killing case to free the nation from stigma and we must finish the trial of war criminals to free Bangladesh from another stigma," she said.

In this connection, the Prime Minister criticized BNP for its ill efforts to thwart war crimes trial. "BNP and its allies are hatching conspiracies to hinder the trial of the 1971 culprits," she said.

Terming her party as a democratic one, the Awami League president said she is holding view exchange meetings to get opinions of the grassroots leaders that would play an important role in fielding candidates in the next general elections. 

"Advices would be accepted from the grassroots leaders, and later nomination would be given to the best potential candidates after assessing the opinions of the grassroots leaders and the survey that we conducted earlier," she said.

Dhaka, September 19, 2013

PM inaugurates new composite brigade for Padma Bridge

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today expressed her firm determination to build efficient, disciplined, well-equipped strong armed forces. 

Terming the national armed force as the symbol of the country's unity and sovereignty, she said her government has a very clear and transparent outlook about the armed forces. 
The Prime Minister said this while addressing a Prime Minister's Darbar of members of Bangladesh Army at 20 BIR training ground at Dhaka Cantonment after raising the flag of newly established 99 Composite Brigade. 
The Prime Minister said the present government after taking office in 2009 has taken all pragmatic programmes, as best it can, for development of the armed forces. 

The efforts for development of the armed forces would continue, she said. 

The 99 Composite Brigade has been established comprising 20 Engineering Construction Battalion, 58 East Bengal Regiment and 34 Bangladesh Infantry Regiment to monitor the implementation of the Padma Bridge project and maintain security. 

Earlier, the Prime Minister hoisted the flag of the 99 Composite Brigade at a function at Army Aviation Hanger. Communications Minister Obaidul Qader hoisted the flag of 58 East Bengal, PM's Defense Advisor Major General (retd) Trique Ahmed Siddiqui hoisted flag of 34 BIR and Army Chief General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan hoisted the flag of 20 Engineering Construction Battalion.

Cabinet members, naval chief Vice Admiral M Farid Habib and air force chief Air Marshal Mohammad Enamul Bari, parliament members and senior civil and military officials were present.
Addressing the Darbar, the Prime Minister said new infantry,armour, artillery, air defence and engineering units are being raised up to strengthen the Bangladesh Army according to Forces Goal-2030.

She said, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had laid the foundation of strong armed forces for independent Bangladesh and formulated the Defense Policy 1974.
Following his footprint, she said, government of Bangladesh Awami League during its tenure from 1996 to 2001 had established many units of the army for its expansion and modernization.

The Prime Minister said sophisticated arms and ammunitions are being procured to enhance effectiveness of the army and turn it into a modern force of global standard. "Necessary reforms and reconstitution of Bangladesh Army will continue in future," she firmly said.
Pointing out the measures taken by her government for welfare of the members of the armed forces, Sheikh Hasina said, the size of donation has been increased to Taka five lakh from two lakh for treatment of the army personnel abroad.

The Prime Minister said the government has taken decision in principle to increase the service length of the army personnel from soldier to major for more two years. Approval was also given for elevating the status of the posts of JCO to first class and sergeants to second class.
She said, the ration-scale for the members of the armed forces has been increased with giving improved diet and supplying rice for lunch instead of wheat. Decision has been taken to give same ration to the soldiers living without families as it is given to the soldiers with families.
She said, for the first time, steps were taken for admission of females in the army medical corps from this year. Very recently, medical dispensary was introduced to provide medicine.
She said her government has already asked the land ministry to allocate 9,000 acres of land at Char Kerring to Bangladesh Army to use for training purposes, while process of handing over Char Jahajjiya is going on.

Side by side, process is going on to hand over 657.17 acre of land in Ramu and 997 acre of land in Ruma for construction of a full-fledged cantonment, she added.

The Prime Minister said the army was entrusted with the responsibility of overseeing the construction of the Padma Bridge and other jobs because of its professional skill.

"Our government always wants to run the country as the servant of the people, not as their ruler," she said.
She extended her thanks to the members of the armed forces for their constant support to implement development programmes of the government.

In her speech the Prime Minister highlighted the country's socio- economic political situation saying the country has achieved tremendous success in various sectors during the tenure of the present government.

In 2009, the per capita income of the people was US$ 690, which rose to US$ 1,044 now. The size of budget in 2009-2010 fiscal was Taka 1138.19 billion while it's now stand at Taka 2224.91 billion.
"Bangladesh would be a middle - income country very soon if we can maintain the progress", the Prime Minister said.

Sheikh Hasina urged all to remain careful about the propaganda of a vested section against her government in the name of religion. She said, no party except Awami League did so much works for promotion of Islam.

Army Chief General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan also addressed the Darbar.

Dhaka, September 18, 2013

PM for building people-friendly administration

Putting emphasis on establishing a people-friendly administration, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today hoped that Public Service Commission (PSC) would continue its stride to recruit qualified and meritorious manpower suiting to the 21st century.

"It is the responsibility of the PSC to recruit more efficient, honest and talented manpower and I hope that the PSC would continue its efforts of selecting proper manpower remaining free from influence," she said.

The Prime Minister said this while inaugurating the newly-constructed building of Bangladesh Public Service Commission at Agargaon in the capital this morning.
With PSC Chairman AT Ahmedul Haque Chowdhury in the chair, the function was also addressed, by PM's Adviser on Public Administration HT Imam and PSC Secretary Chowdhury Mohammad Babul Hasan.

Sheikh Hasina said a people-friendly administration is a must for building Bangladesh as a developed and prosperous nation. "The people are the owners of the country and the officials and employees of the republic are the servants of the people," she said.

She said the present government has been elected through the mandate of the people. "So our aim is to serve the people by removing their problems and build a developed and prosperous Bangladesh. let us work to achieve the goal," she said. 

The Prime Minister said her government has undertaken massive reform programmes to develop an efficient and people-friendly administration by recruiting talented and honest manpower through the PSC.
 
"E-governance has been introduced to bring transparency and infuse dynamism into the public administration to build Bangladesh as a middle-income country by 2021," she said.

She said in the past the image of the PSC was undermined due to various scandals including leaking out of question papers and appointment of party people. "Many qualified candidates were deprived of getting government jobs during the rule of the BNP- Jamaat government," she said.

The Prime Minister said the BNP-Jamaat government had initiated a 'kalonkajanak' (disgraceful) chapter in recruiting government officials by opening up the Hawa Bhaban. 

"The PSC had a bitter experience during the rule of the four- party alliance government as question papers were leaked repeatedly and there were allegations that the PSC selected manpower as per the list supplied by Hawa Bhaban," she said. 

As a result, she said, the qualified candidates were used to deprive from the expected jobs and the country was used to deprive of talented officers.

Sheikh Hasina said the present government after assuming office, strengthened the PSC like other constitutional body and the government allowed the commission to work with full freedom.

"There are no irregularities and scandals like the past as the PSC is now working with full independence and it is performing its cent percent constitutional duty neutrally and transparently remaining free from any influence," she said.

The Prime Minister said her government has taken steps to ensure efficiency, transparency and accountability to all sphere of the PSC and modernized recruitment- related working system and the policy.
"We did not create any bhaban like Hawa Bhaban and we don't need to supply any list," she said.

The Prime Minister said she is happy to know that the commission is preparing several sets of question papers, and determining the question set through lottery before 20 minutes of the examination to avoid leakage of question papers.
Moreover, she said, the viva board is being formed only 20 minutes before the examination.

Sheikh Hasina said her government created about 2.52 lakh posts in government service from 2009 to 2012 and raised the retirement age of the public servants by two years to 59 years and gave promotion to 2,500 officers from deputy secretary to secretary in different tiers of public administration.
"The draft of the National Training Policy has been finalized to enhance knowledge and efficiency of the government servants, while a process is underway to introduce digital file management," she added.

The Prime Minister said in the past despite qualification in written and viva examinations, all the qualified candidates could not be recruited due to the shortage of cadre posts. 

"The present government formulated non-cadre recruitment rule in 2010 to accommodate those qualified candidates in government service," she added. 

The Prime Minister said the PSC has recommended the name of 10,110 candidates for various posts in the public service through five BCS examinations from 2009, and viva examinations of 33rd BCS examination have been completed to recruit 8, 937 in cadre posts. 

Besides, the preliminary results of the 34th BCS exam have been published and the written exams would be held soon. She said 3,095 candidates were recruited in first and second class non- cadre posts during the period. 

She said the PSC has been shifted to its own building at Agargaon after about 40 years of its inception in 1972 as the present government took urgent measures including registration of land in 2012.

The Prime Minister inaugurated the newly-constructed PSC Bhaban by unveiling its plaque. 

The Public Works Department (PWD) implemented the project at a cost of Taka 40.81 crore. Under the second phase of the project, the PWD completed the works of from 3rd floor to 7th floor of the 11-storey BPSC building.

Earlier, Sheikh Hasina laid the foundation stone of the Bangladesh University Council Building at Agargaon.

Sylhet, September 17, 2013

PM offers ziarat at Hazrat Shahjalal (RA) and Shah Paran (RA) mazars
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today offered ziarat at the mazars of Hazrat Shahjalal (RA) and Hazrat Shah Paran (RA) here.

The Prime Minister first went to the mazar of Hazrat Shahjalal (RA) in the Sylhet city and later went to the mazar of Hazrat Shah Paran (RA) on the outskirts of the city.

Sheikh Hasina spent some times at the mazars and offered ziarat and fateha there.
Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, Minister without Portfolio Suranjit Sengupta, Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid, Shipping Minister Shajahan Khan, local MPs, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad and former mayor of Sylhet Badaruddin Ahmed Qamran accompanied the Prime Minister. 

Earlier, she arrived at Sylhet Osmani International Airport on a daylong visit to Sylhet.

During her visit, the Prime Minister will attend the flag raising ceremony of the newly formed 17 Infantry Division of Bangladesh Army at Sylhet Cantonment. She will inaugurate and lay foundation stones of a number of development projects in Sylhet.

The Prime Minister will address a public rally at MC Academy Playground in Golapganj upazila in the afternoon.

Sylhet, September 17, 2013
PM opens journey of army's new infantry division

A new infantry division of Bangladesh Army commenced its formal journey here today unveiling a new milestone on the way to implementation of the Forces Goal 2030, the development vision of Bangladesh Armed Forces.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina formally announced the raising of the 17 Infantry Division of Bangladesh Army by hoisting flag of the division at Jalalabad Cantonment here. She also released balloons on the occasion. 

At the function, the flags of the newly formed 360 Infantry Brigade and the 32 and 33 Bangladesh Infantry Regiments were also raised.

Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith hoisted the flag of the 360 Infantry Brigade, while Chief Whip of the Jatiya Sangsad Vice- Principal Abdus Shahid and Chief of Army Staff General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan raised the flags of the 32 and 33 Bangladesh Infantry Regiments respectively. 

Addressing a darbar arranged on the occasion, the Prime Minister said new infantry, armour, artillery, air defence and engineering units are being raised up to strengthen the Bangladesh Army according to Forces Goal-2030.

She said the present government after taking office in 2009, has taken all pragmatic measures for development of army. In this continuation, she said, the 17th Infantry Division, and one infantry brigade sadar and two infantry battalions are being launched. 

Very soon, a new composite brigade would be established comprising two more infantry units and one engineering construction battalion to monitor the implementation of the Padma Bridge project and maintain security, she said adding "this efforts of development will continue in future".
Sheikh Hasina said Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had laid the foundation of strong armed forces for independent Bangladesh and formulated the Defense Policy 1974.
Following his footprint, she said, Bangladesh Awami League during its tenure from 1996 to 2001 had established many units of the army for its expansion and modernization. 

As part of the stride, Sheikh Hasina said, her government had established and reconstituted one infantry and one mixed brigade, 
specialized works organization (SWO), one armour regiment, three infantry units, two artillery units, one RE battalion, two ECB and one ST battalion for army. 

In addition to that many important institutions like NDC, BIPSOT, AFMC, MIST and NCO's academy were established, she said adding Bangladesh Infantry Regimental Center was established newly for development of infantry regiment and bring dynamism. 

The Prime Minister said sophisticated arms and ammunitions are being procured to enhance effectiveness of the army and turn it into a modern force of global standard. "Necessary reforms and reconstitution of Bangladesh Army will continue in future," she firmly said.

Pointing out the measures taken by her government for welfare of the members of the armed forces, Sheikh Hasina said, Trust Bank and Hotel Radisson were established. The size of donation has been increased to Taka five lakh from two lakh for treatment of the army personnel abroad.

She said families of JCO/OR, who die at the time of duty, areallowed to live in their residence in the cantonment for four years and their children are allowed to continue their studies in cantonment school and college free of cost. "Widows and children of the deceased persons are also getting job according to their qualification," she added.

The Prime Minister said the government has taken decision in principle to increase the service length of the army personnel from soldier to major for more two years. Approval was also given for elevating the status of the posts of JCO to first class and sergeants to second class. 
She said, the ration-scale for the members of the armed forces has been increased with giving improved diet and supplying white wheat instead of red wheat. Decision has been taken to give same ration to the soldiers living without families as it is given to the soldiers with families. 
She said, for the first time, steps were taken for admission of females in the army medical corps from this year. Very recently, medical dispensary were introduced in 11 district armed forces board with the financial support of the Senakalyan Sangstha.

The Prime Minister said her government has taken all measures for upgrading the training module of Bangladesh Army to make it as a modern and professional force. "Massive programmes were taken for joint training of the members of the army at home and abroad," she said adding training in USA, UK, Sri Lanka and India have strengthened their efficiency and confidence to a large extent. 
She said her government has already asked the land ministry to allocate 9,000 acres of land at Char Kerring to Bangladesh Army to use for training purposes, while process of handing over Char Jahajjiya is going on. 

Sheikh Hasina said the government has approved in principle to hand over 1,484 acres of land at Shiber Bazar in Sylhet for housing of the members of the 17th Infantry Division. 

Besides, the acquisitioned land on the both side of the Padma Bridge would be allocated for housing of the members of the newly raising 99 Composite Brigade, she said. 

Side by side, process is going on to hand over 657.17 acre land in Ramu and 997 acreland in Ruma for construction of a full-fledged cantonment, she added. The Prime Minister said the army was entrusted with the responsibility of overseeing the construction of the Padma Bridge and other jobs because of its professional skill. 

"Our government always wants to run the country as the servant of the people, not as their ruler," she said extending her thanks to the members of the armed forces for their constant support to implement development programmes of the government. She hoped that the support would continue in future. 

Sheikh Hasina said her government is very much aware about reality of honest, stressful and risky service life of army personnel. Because of that, her government has always taken the issue of their welfare to highest consideration. 

"You know our resources are limited. Despite, the development programmes taken by the government for army would continue," she said reiterating her commitment to do everything to build a modern army.

Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, Minister without Portfolio Suranjit Sengupta, Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Shipping Minister Shajahan Khan, Chief Whip Abdus Shahid, PM' s Defence Advisor Major General (retd) Tariq Ahmed Siddiqui, Chief of Naval Staff Vice-Admiral Farid Habib, Chief of Air Staff Air Marshal Muhammad Inamul Bari and PM 's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were present on the occasion. 

Besides the newly-formed brigade and two infantry battalions, a brigade of 33 Infantry Division would remain deployed under the new 17 Infantry Division. The new division would start its activities from the Jalalabad Cantonment and it would be later shifted to Shib Bazar area near the BKSP.

Sylhet, September 17, 2013

PM opens drilling of Koilashtila gas well

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today inaugurated drilling of well-7 of Koilashtila Gas Field.

The Prime Minister opened the drilling of well-7 of Koilashtila Gas Field by laying its foundation stone from a public rally at MC Academy Playground in Golapganj upazila.
Located in Golapganj upazila in Sylhet, the field has a reserve of 44 million barrels of oil and 658 billion cubic feet of gas.
Bangladesh Petroleum Exploration Company (BAPEX) will start main drilling from December this year that is likely to be completed in March 2014. The estimated cost for the drilling is Tk 220 crore.

The state-owned Sylhet Gas Fields Limited (SGFL) will be able to extract around 500 barrels of oil and 25 mmcf of gas every day from this well, said Managing Director of SGFL Md Tofazzel Hossain.
In 2011-12, BAPEX carried out 3D surveys in Koilashtila, Rashidpur and Haripur and found oil and gas reserves in several zones below the gas structures in Koilashtila and Haripur and only gas in Rashidpur. 

There is a reserve of around 109 million barrels of oil in five layers of Koilashtila gas field and of the total reserve, 44 million barrels are extractable.

Sheikh Hasina also laid the foundation stone of the gas distribution pipe line in Biswanath and Balaganj upazilas under the Sylhet gas transmission network project.

From the meeting venue, the Prime Minister also inaugurated Sylhet National Heart Foundation Hospital, the Victim Support Centre of Kotwali Model Police Station, the Office of the Regional Director of the Technical Education Directorate, Sylhet, 31-bed South Surma Upazila Health Complex, 294- meter bridge on the Surma River at Kanaighat Bazar, Bagbari Model High School in Bianibazar and Sylhet District Family Welfare Superintendent Training Institute.

She also laid the foundation stone of Sylhet Marine Academy, up gradation of Sylhet Shaheed Shamsuddin Ahmed Hospital to a Shishu Hospital, 360-meter Guarder Bridge on the Giain River in Goainghat upazila.

Golapganj, Sylhet, September 17, 2013

None can foil polls: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today asserted that the next election would be staged by any means, and none would be allowed to foil the election. 

"The election will be held at any cost. The BNP leader has no capacity to foil the polls, and we will not allow anyone to foil this," she said responding to a remark of BNP chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia yesterday. 

Addressing a public meeting at Rajshahi yesterday, the BNP chairperson urged people to foil the next election saying her party would resist any election under the present constitutional framework. 

Replying to another comment of BNP leaders in that meeting, the Prime Minister said, "The boat (election symbol of AL) will never sink. It will certainly reach the bank and drop anchor. The boat salvaged Bangladesh from militancy and terrorism."
Sheikh Hasina, who arrived here on a day-long visit, was addressing a mammoth public rally organized by Awami League (AL) Golapganj upazila unit at MC Academy Playground here.
Amid thunderous clapping of thousands of people, the Prime Minister said, "Boat is not only the election symbol of Awami League, it's the symbol of the people of Bangladesh. Boat is of prophet Nooh (AS). So it will never sink." 
"The boat has rescued the people of Bangladesh from the torture of rajakars, al-badr, war criminals, killers, militants and terrorists, and the boat will also protect them in future," she said urging people to cast their vote for 'Boat' in the next election.

In a rebuttal to Begum's Zia's remark, Sheikh Hasina also said, "She (Begum Zia) accused me of seeking vote spending public money. But what she did when she was in office in 2006," the Prime Minister asked requesting Begum Zia to go through the newspaper reports of the month of April in 2006.

"I seek vote from people as I believe in democracy and constitutional process," she said urging Begum Zia to see her own face in the mirror before accusing others.

Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, AL Advisory Council Member Suarnjit Sengupta, Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid, Awami Jubo League Chairman Omar Faruq Chowdhury, former mayor Badruddin Ahmed Qamran, addressed the meeting, among others, while president of Golapganj Upazila Awami League Iqbal Ahmed Chowdhury was in the chair.

About the warning of the opposition leader to Awami League to quit power or face dire consequences, the Prime Minister said, "Sheikh Hasina never fled the country. She even returned home amid threat of the last caretaker government".

Extending her thanks to the people of Sylhet for their overwhelming support to Awami League led grand alliance, she said Bangladesh is on the path of development as Awami League is in power.

"We are taking country towards prosperity, the country is progressing fast and people are moving ahead. But, BNP will take back the country to a reign of terror," she said.

People of Bangladesh don't want to return to the era of militancy, they want peace and development, she added.
Pointing out the trial of the war criminals, the Prime Minister said, her government is committed to holding the trial of the war criminals.

"How a nation can pardon the perpetrators of genocide and those people who put forth mothers and sisters to the occupation forces, blazed the houses, and carried out torture on half of the population of the country," the Prime Minister said.

"Inshalla, we have started their trial. BNP leader wants to protect them as it's a heart breaking situation for her." 

"I will say whatever attempts you make, you cannot stop the trial and verdict of the trial will be executed on the soil of Bangladesh," the Prime Minister said. 
Sheikh Hasina said, Bangladesh gets reward from international arena when Awami remains in power. The country was admonished when BNP came to power with its fanatic allies. 
"Now, Begum Zia is wailing for Islam. I ask her who has burned hundreds of copies of the holy Quran in the Baitul Mokarram National Mosque on May 5 last," the Prime Minister said.

Sheikh Hasina said, the Awami League government in 1996 took a project for expansion and development of the national mosque. But BNP taking over power in 2001 stopped the work, she said asking why BNP stopped the work if Begum Zia was so much eager to promote Islam.

The Prime Minister criticized Begum Zia for her party's attitude towards the country's minorities saying, recently she claimed herself as minority-friendly. "If it's true, who have set fire to the historic temples of Buddhists in Ramu last year and who have perpetrated torture on minorities after 2001 election," Sheikh Hasina said. 

Blasting Begum Zia for her stand against the incumbent Election Commission, the Prime Minister said, It's the first election commission in the country's history constituted following democratic process where BNP also took part. 

Late president Zillur Rahman in consultation with the representatives of all political parties and recommendation of a search committee constituted the commission. 

The commission conducted over 5,000 polls at different levels including five recently held city corporation elections. All those elections were held in a free and fair manner and without any question about the neutrality.

"If the elections were not fair, how BNP candidates won in those elections," the Prime Minister asked.

"Begum Zia, in fact, wants an Election Commission like Justice Aziz, who enrolled over 1.23 crore false voters in the list to secure victory of BNP in 2007," Sheikh Hasina said. 

The Prime Minister said, her party never interfered in the activities of the Election Commission as they fully believe in constitutional process. The election commission will perform its constitutional duties with utmost sincerity and neutral manner, she said. 

Holding Begum Zia responsible for creating troubles to destabilize the present government, the Prime Minister said, Begum Zia had a link with BDR mutiny and she knew about the plot of killing so many brilliant army officers. 

"If it's not true, why she left home in the early hours of the day and went into hiding," she asked saying BNP lawyers without any fees are now working as the pleader of the mutineers.

Mentioning the country's development in various socio- economic areas during the tenure of the present government, the Prime Minister said, all development will go in vein if BNP comes to power again.

"BNP will stop distribution of free textbooks, close community clinics, stipends for students and many other development projects out of their political vengeance," she said.

"BNP made the country champion in corruption for five times and they even appropriated the fund of orphans. Now, Begum Zia is afraid of appearing in the court in corruption cases," the Prime Ministers said.

Dhaka, September 16, 2013

Indian minister praises Bangladesh's stunning success in economy

Visiting Indian Minister for Minority Affairs K Rahman Khan today highly praised Bangladesh's stunning successes in the field of economy, saying that the Bangladesh premier has changed its whole thing.

"Bangladesh is maintaining better economic growth than us. It also did well even during the world economic recession," he said.
The Indian minister made the remarks when he called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her official Ganobhaban residence here this evening.

After the meeting, PM's Deputy Press Secretary Bijan Lal Dev briefed reporters.

"You have has changed the whole thing of the economy," Rahman told Sheikh Hasina.

He apprised the Prime Minister of various socioeconomic programmes taken by the Indian government for the development of the minorities, particularly bringing them out of backwardness in education and healthcare.

The Indian minister expressed the hope that the relations between the two neighbouring countries would be strengthened further. 

Sheikh Hasina stressed the need for further consolidating regional cooperation and connectivity for improving socioeconomic condition of the people of the South Asian region. 

"We can further cooperate to each other for socioeconomic development of the people of this region," she opined.

The Prime Minister mentioned Bangladesh's macroeconomic stability and said the country has been maintaining over six percent growth in the last four years thanks to various pragmatic steps of the government.

Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin and Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman were present on the occasion.

Dhaka, September 16, 2013

Bangladesh must win against poverty, hopes PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina reiterated her firm determination to build Bangladesh as a developed and prosperous country by overpowering poverty.
"We don't want to beg to anybody and we don't want to move by begging. I believe that the nation which achieved independence through Liberation War must be a developed and prosperous country by winning the war against poverty," she said.

The Prime Minister said this while addressing a publication ceremony of a book, Bangladesh Government 1971-75, authored by former cabinet secretary HT Imam, in the Osmani Memorial Auditorium here this morning. 

HT Imam, also the Public Administration Affairs Adviser to the Prime Minister, AF Salahuddin Ahmad, National Professor and Golam Mostafa, Managing Director of Hakkani Publishers which published the book, also spoke at the function.

Eminent cultural personality Asaduzzaman Noor, MP, recited a poem of Syed Shamsul Haque, while Tarana Halim, MP, read out some part of the book at the function.

Ministers, advisers to the Prime Minister, parliament members, economists, journalists, artistes and senior government officials were present on the occasion.

The Prime Minister said Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman performed a tough task during his short tenure from 1972 to 1975. "He loved people and struggled for the people throughout his life and his only aim was to change their lot," she said.

Bangabandhu, she said, performed a difficult task as he faced the anti-liberation forces as well as ultra leftists and rightists in one hand, while he dedicated himself to building the war-ravaged nation in other hand. 

Sheikh Hasina said Bangabandhu had set up a rare example in the world by sending the troops of the allied force to their home within three months. For this, the PM thanked late Indian premier Indira Gandhi.

"During his short period, Bangabandhu also realized the recognition of 150 countries as well as the United Nations, OIC and the Commonwealth side by side with nation-building activities," she said.

The Prime Minister said despite the conspiracy of the defeated force, Bangabandhu carried out such a gigantic task as he was a commitment to the people. "After the independence, the defeated forces did not remain idle and their plots continued," she said.

Despite that plots, she said, Bangabandhu reconstructed roads, bridges and other infrastructures. He also made arrangements for rehabilitation of three crore homeless people side by side with providing financial assistance to the martyred families, he said.

"I don't' know whether there is any instance of rebuilding a nation within short period in the history," she said, adding it had been possible as there was a leadership like Bangabandhu. 

Sheikh Hasina said the countries which extended support to Bangladesh during the War of Liberation also came forward to help Bangladesh. But an adverse impact had been fallen on the country due to the attitude of those nations who did not want our independence, she said.
Against this backdrop, she said, Bangabandhu had called a national unity and took steps for socioeconomic development of the country by making united the people of all classes and professions.
"All things would be clear to you if you could listen the speech, Bangabandhu delivered in parliament on January 25 in 1975," she said.

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh would have been an example in the world after independence if Bangabandhu could implement his plans.

"We would not have seen Malaysia and Singapore as an instance, rather Bangladesh could have set an example in world if the tragic 1975 incident not happened," she lamented.

For this, she said, Bangladesh has been paying prices as power transfer was not made peacefully for a single time except 2001 as per the constitution. The desired economic progress of the country is yet to be made due to this instability, she said

She said: "We have to take the lesson from the history how We could move forward and how we could build Bangladesh as a hunger and poverty-free country as dreamt by Bangabandhu."

Thanking the author of the book for projecting the true picture of the Bangabandhu government, Sheikh Hasina urged others who have known such information to highlight the true history before the nation.

"It will bring welfare for the nation and country and help the people to know true history of Bangladesh," she said.

Dhaka, September 15, 2013

Earn people's confidence, PM urges police force

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the members of the police force to earn confidence of the people by remaining professionally responsible and sympathized to the public.

"The members of the police force are an abode of the hopes and aspirations of the people. So you will have to give attention to earn the trust and confidence of the people," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the members of the police force will have to ensure strict enforcement of law to contain the evil force that is against the development of the country.

She also reminded the police that the periled people do not become the victims of harassment, misbehaviour and sufferings by the police.

"You will have to ensure that the periled people who go to the police stations, investigation centres, outposts, police boxes and other offices of the police for remedy do not become the victims of harassment, misbehaviour and sufferings," she said. 

The Prime Minister said this while inaugurating the National Crime Control and Operations Monitoring (NCCOM) Centre in the Police Headquarters here this morning. 
She expressed the hope that every member of Bangladesh Police would come forward to serve the country and the people being imbued with the mantra of dedication and service. 

"It is my hope that you would work for public security and law and order without any fear and obstacle and maintaining professionalism," she said. 

Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Prime Minister's Public Administration Affairs Adviser HT Imam, State Minister for Home Advocate Shamsul Haque Tuku, Home Secretary CQK Mushtaq Ahmed and Japanese Ambassador to Bangladesh Shiro Sadoshima also spoke on the occasion.

Inspector General of Police (IGP) Hasan Mahmud Khandakar delivered the welcome address, while Additional Inspector General of Police (admin) AKM Shahidul Haque gave the vote of thanks.
The Prime Minister said the members of Bangladesh Police have an important role in holding the next elections free, fair and neutral manner. "I believe that you would perform that responsibility with integrity and neutrally," she said. 

In this connection, she mentioned that 5,777 elections, including JS by-polls and local government elections, held during the tenure of the present government were free, fair and neutral and no allegations was raised against any of the polls.

She also thanked the members of the police force for their cooperation to hold these elections in a free, fair and neutral manner by maintaining law and order.

The Prime Minister said the aim of the present government is to turn Bangladesh a middle-income country by 2021.

"Its pre conditions are maintaining an environment for investment and ensuring security of the person, property and organization, and this sacred duty of security has been enshrined on the police force," she said.

Sheikh Hasina underscored the need for application of new technologies and achieving international standard by the force to identify the criminals and combat crimes. 

She said the nature and area of the work of police are increasing due to globalization and they have to work to combat new crimes like international and regional militancy, cyber crime and money- laundering, drug trafficking and its misuse, smuggling and women and child trafficking. 
"The police members are using modern technologies, and that's why we have given the highest priority to better training and application of information technologies," she said. 

The Prime Minister thanked the members of the police force for their patience, tolerance, dedication, integrity, neutrality and professionalism to check violent acts and mayhem of fanatic Jamaat- Shibir and Hefajat.
She said the government has provided financial and other relevant assistances to each family of those police members who embraced martyrdom after becoming the victims of the brutal attack of Jamaat- Shibir.

"The critically-wounded police members were admitted to Combined Military Hospital in Dhaka by bringing them by helicopters under special arrangements. We are also giving other relevant support to them side by side with better treatment," she said. 

Highlighting the government steps for the development of the police force, the Prime Minister said whenever Awami League got the responsibility for running the government, it worked for building a well-disciplined, responsible, accountable and pro- people police force following the footsteps of Bangabandhu.

She said after assuming office, the present government had decided to create 32,000 new posts including 733 cadre posts for the police force. "The work on creation for 28,250 new posts including 500 cadre posts has been completed," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said the rank badge of IGP given by Father of the Nation has been reintroduced after 28 years, while the IGP post got the status of senior secretary. "A number of grade-II posts have been upgraded to grade-I posts," she said. 

She said the government has formed Industrial Police Unit, Rangpur Range, Rangpur RRF side by side with two security and protection battalions, 29 police stations and 47 investigation centres.

"The work on formation of the National Police Bureau of Counterterrorism unit to combat terrorist and militant activities is almost at final stage, while the work on constitution of tourist police, campus police and marine police would complete soon," she added. 

The Prime Minister said the operational capacity of the police would increase and legal service delivery activities could be monitored more smoothly due to construction of NCCOM Building. 
"She said expansion of the community policing activities and police command and control system including combating militancy and terrorism will be unhindered which would infuse dynamism into overall activities of the police," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina expressed gratitude and extended sincere thanks to the Japanese government for its cooperation to construct the NCCOM Building.

Later, the Prime Minister addressed a meeting of senior police officials at the Police Headquarters.

Earlier, Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the NCCOM Building by unveiling its plaque. In the first phase, the construction work of seven-storey of the 22-storey building was completed.

Bangladesh Police and the Public Works Department are implementing the Taka 82.47 crore project.

Dhaka, September 14, 2013

Some countries envious of Bangladesh's rapid progress: PM

Prime Minister and Awami League President Sheikh Hasina said a section of people in the country and some countries could not accept Bangladesh's rapid economic progress and were out to impede its development.

"Being envious of our successes, they're trying to hinder our national development, they also have greed for our natural resources particularly in the newly owned maritime area," she said at a meeting with party's grassroots leaders here today.

"Nobody will be able to rob us of our natural resources. . . Outsiders will take those if BNP comes to power," she said in her inaugural speech at the meeting to exchange views with Awami League leaders from eight districts.
Sheikh Hasina said, no party but Awami League can build a hunger and poverty free country by 2021 as the party works for the people. The country will go backward if BNP and its allies come to power, she said.
Pointing out the steps taken by Awami League since independence for promotion of Islam, she said, Awami League truly works for Islam. BNP, Jamaat and Hefajat do business in the name of Islam, she said.

She urged the party leaders to work together to strengthen the party, go to every house, particularly to women, and reply to the propaganda of the BNP, Jamaat and Hefajat against Awami League in the name of religion.

Sheikh Hasina said BNP, Jamaat and Hefajat have taken vote in the five city corporation polls misguiding people in the name of religion. They spread the false information that thousands of Hefajat workers were killed at Shapla Chattar on May 5, 2013. They misguided people showing the picture of dead persons in Haiti earthquake and mass suicide incident at Jones Town in USA.

Presidents and general secretaries of district, upazila, city and first-class pourasabha of Barisal, Moulvibazar, Chuadanga, Nilphamari, Pirojpur, Borga, Gopalganj and Habiganj attended the meeting.
Sheikh Hasina said, the meeting was aimed at taking written opinions of the grassroots leaders about the intending candidates for the next parliamentary elections. The opinions of party leaders will be tallied with the survey conducted earlier to take final decision about the party candidates.

Awami League advisory council member Suranjit Sengupta, presidium members Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, Satish C Roy, Abdul Latif Siddiqui, Qazi Zafarullah and Nuh Alam Lenin, joint secretary Mah-bub-ul Alam Hanif and central member Abul Hasnat Abdullah, among others, were present.

Pointing out the claim of the opposition leader that police had fired 1.5 lakh bullets at Shapla Chattar, the Prime Minister said, "How is it possible to fire huge bullets in only half an hours? What would be the condition of the surrounding buildings if such a huge number bullets are fired, and how much people should have been engaged to remove thousands of dead bodies and injured persons?"

"They spread a rumour that all Imams and Moazzins were killed and no Azan will be heard from the mosques and there is no person alive to conduct the janaza of Muslims," Sheikh Hasina said. "But, after the incident, Muslims performed their all religious rites in the month of Ramadan. Tarabi namaz was held in all mosques as well as other prayers," she noted.

Sheikh Hasina said, BNP-Jamaat unleashed propaganda in the same style before 1996 general election. They told that Ulu instead of Azan will be heard from all mosques if Awami League comes to power. But their propaganda proved false later and Muslims performed their all religion rites in a better environment, she said.

Mentioning the country's political situation after the brutal killing of Bangabandhu on August 15, 1975, the Prime Minister said, at that time it seemed that the anti-liberation elements were the most powerful political force in the country.

"Now they would certainly go against us as we have revived the trial process against them on charge of killing, rape, arson and committing crimes against humanity in 1971," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, people of Bangladesh could realize their relationship with the government only after Awami League's taking over office after 21 years of Bangabandhu's killing. The period 
from 1996 to 2001 was a 'golden era' for the people of Bangladesh, when they witnessed real progress in all socio- economic sectors.

Terming the BNP's last regime as an 'era of misrule' Sheikh Hasina said people still can remember the incidents of their torture, rape and murder. They even tried to kill me by carrying out grenade attack.

"They created a reign of terror across the country by exploding bombs in 500 places at a time and established the rule of militants, terrorists and Bangla Bhai in many parts of the country," she said. 

The Prime Minister said, Awami League ensured food autarky for the country while BNP-Jamaat made it as a food-deficit country. All the successes the country achieved during Awami League period were smashed by BNP-Jamaat government, she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said, people of Bangladesh lent their overwhelming support to Awami League in 2008 general elections out of their confidence in the party to move forward the nation towards prosperity and peace. 

"After taking office, we have tried to keep up people's expectation," she said adding the constitution was amended with the opinion of all and in light of the verdict of the highest court of country to safeguard the people's power of changing the government.

Sheikh Hasina said, Awami League is running the country according to the constitution. The next election will also be held as the constitution dictates like the countries of other parliamentary democracies, she said. 

The Prime Minister said, the Awami League government has opened up the whole world to rural Bangladesh by expanding the use of information technology. Public healthcare service has been ensured for people through establishing about 15,500 community clinics and union health centres. 

The present government has made education easily accessible for people with free distribution of textbooks, stipends and scholarships, she said adding the present government wants to build an educated nation so that Bangladesh can stand amid world community keeping its head high with dignity.

During the tenure of the present government, she said, foreign exchange reserve crossed US$ 16 billion, per capita income of people reached US$ 1044 while overall poverty has declined.

Sheikh Hasina said, BNP completely indulged in corruption while in power last time, and they want to grab power to do the same again. All development works would be stopped and the country would again plunge into darkness with BNP-Jamaat back to power, she said.

Dhaka, September 13, 2013

Stop politics of killing, nurturing terrorists, PM urges opposition

Accusing again BNP-Jamaat of launching the August 21 grenade attack on the Awami League rally, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon the opposition to stop the politics of killing and nurturing the terrorists.

"The opposition should stop the politics of killing and nurturing the terrorists. There is democracy in Bangladesh and I think they (opposition) should work for maintaining the trend of democracy and advancement of the country," she said.

The Prime Minister said this while addressing a function on the occasion of handing over savings certificates and cheques for financial assistance to the families of the dead and injured persons of the August 21 grenade attack at her official Ganobhaban residence here this afternoon.

Expressing the hope that such heinous crime like the August 21 grenade attack does not reoccur in the country, Sheikh Hasina said: "It is my question to the opposition leader why she tried to kill me and took away so many numbers of life?"

The Prime Minister said the previous BNP-Jamaat government during its five year rule killed thousands of leaders and workers of Awami League across the country and their character is yet to be changed.

The Prime Minister said there was no instance of carrying out such a barbaric attack in broad daylight on an anti-terrorism rally of thousands of people.

"Twenty-two AL leaders and workers including Ivy Rahman, women affairs secretary of the party and wife of former president Zillur Rahman, were killed and hundreds of leaders and workers 
were injured in the grisly attack," she said. 
The aim of the attack, she said, was to kill her, eliminate Awami League and make the party leaderless.

Sheikh Hasina said the BNP-Jamaat, the son of the opposition leader and her cabinet members were involved in the attack which was proved through investigation.

After the attack on that day, she said, police lobbed tear gas and resorted to lathi charge on AL leaders and workers instead of rescuing the dead and the injured persons. "The aim of this was to allow attackers to flee without any hindrance," she said.

The Prime Minister went on saying that the police and the other law enforcement agencies played a role of silent spectators on that day. "Even they did not take steps to preserve the evidence, no investigation was conducted and there was no attempt to nab the perpetrators," she said. 

She also alleged that even some of the BNP-Jamaat-backed doctors did not attend the injured AL leaders and workers at the hospitals. "But, I took initiatives to rescue the injured and ensure their treatment through sending them to different hospitals," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the country was turned into a safe haven for terrorists and militants from 2001-2006 due to patronization of the BNP-Jamaat alliance government. "BNP-Jamaat means 
nurturing terrorists as well as patronizing terrorism and militancy," she said.

In this connection, she mentioned synchronized bomb attacks at 500 places across the country, and the grenade and bomb attacks on Shah AMS Kibria, Ahsanullah Master, Shamim Osman and 
Suarnjit Sengupta in Sunamganj, Sylhet, Naryanganj and Tongi.

The Prime Minister said that after assumption of office by the present government, she had tried her best to help those who were tortured by the BNP- Jamaat. She also sought doa from the family members of the August 21 grenade attack victims so that she could serve the people and the nation.

Bangabandhu Memorial Trust members Sheikh Kabir Hossain, Sheikh Helaluddin and Nur-e-Alam Liton Chowdhury, AL central leader Faridunnahar Laily, Fazilatunnesa Indira, MP, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kamal Azad and eminent lawyer Advocate Anisul Huq were present, among others.

Later, the Prime Minister handed over savings certificates and cheques for financial assistance to the family members of the 66 victims of the August 21 grenade attack.

A heart-rending scene was created when the Prime Minister consoled the family members of the August 21 grisly grenade attack.

Dhaka, September 13, 2013

PM for women's broader participation in political decision

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called for ensuring broader participation of women in political decision making to allow them have equal rights like their male counterparts.
"Increased women participation in political decision making only can help achieve real development and progress of a nation," she said adding Bangladesh has put women at the center of its development agenda with focus on their education, health and employment.

The Prime Minister, Special Adviser to the ICAPP, said this in a video message on 'Women Leadership in Politics" delivered in the opening session of a special conference of the International Conference of Asian Political Parties (ICAPP) at Seoul, South Korea, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) sources said here today.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki moon and South Korean President Park Geun-hye were two other world leaders sent prerecorded video messages for the session.

Bangladesh Prime Minister said women should have equal rights as men at all level of the society. Bangladesh's founding Father Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman envisioned for such a society. 

This legacy has inspired us to carry on the work for ensuring equal rights of all irrespective of their gender, she said.

Sheikh Hasina hoped that participants of the Special Conference on Women's Leadership would bring to the fore the challenges faced by women, particularly inpolitical decision making. 

She regretted, as she could not attend the conference physically due to her preoccupation with other scheduled programmes at home, hoping to attend future conferences. 

Pointing out the National Women Development Policy-2011 of Bangladesh, she said, "We stand up for political and socio- economic empowerment of our rural women to ensure their access to food, services, resources, and reduce their poverty."

She added: To empower them, her government is providing micro credit for small businesses, employ them in local development works, cover them with social safety nets, give girls free education up to higher secondary level. 

The Prime Minister said women participation in the labor force in Bangladesh has been raised to 36 percent now from 24 percent in 2010. "Our success in providing health services have reduced maternal mortality rate which earned UN MDG recognition for us," she said.

Mentioning the political empowerment of women in Bangladesh, the Prime Minister said, her party while was in power introduced the provision of reserved seat for women in all local government bodies aimed at ensuring their participation in decision making at grassroots level.

Now around 14,000 elected women are representing in the local government bodies and 69 in the national parliament. Five cabinet ministers and one Whip in the parliament are from women.

Today, Bangladesh is possibly the only nation with women occupying the position of the Prime Minister, the Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition, and the Deputy Leader of the parliament, all at one time, she said.
Sheikh Hasina said thirty percent posts were kept reserved for women in the public service, helping many to reach to high positions in the judiciary, administration, diplomatic and armed and law enforcing agencies. Bangladeshi women are also serving in the UN peacekeeping missions, she said.

"We shall learn from the successes of countries and societies to find policies and programs to bring qualitative changes in the political arena," the Prime Minister said. 

"As a woman politician she assured the organizers of the conference of working together in building women's leadership and for their empowerment in Asia.

Dhaka, September 12, 2013

PM urges int'l buyers to help Bangladeshi RMG industries to follow compliance

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the international buyers to play their due role in helping Bangladeshi garment industries to follow compliance in the sector.

"The international buyers could make contribution by helping Bangladeshi garment industries to follow compliance in the sector through increasing product prices," she said.

She expressed the view when British MPs Rushanara Ali and Shabana Mahmood called on her at her official Ganobhaban residence here this evening.

After the meeting, PM's Deputy Press Secretary Nazrul Islam briefed reporters.

Illustrating various steps taken by her government for the welfare of the garment workers, Sheikh Hasina said that the present government has increased the minimum salaries and allowances of the workers by over 80 percent to Tk 3,000 from Tk 1,600.

Besides, she said, dormitories are being constructed for the female workers to ensure their housing facilities.

Regarding the tragic 'Rana Plaza' collapse on April 24, 2013, the Prime Minister said the government applied its all out strength to conduct the rescue operation. 

She said the government is providing necessary financial assistance to the family members of the victims as per their requirements.

She said that Bangladesh follows Westminster type democracy and the present government has restored the spirit of the 1972 constitution through an amendment.

About the caretaker government system, the Prime Minister said the country's apex court has declared the system illegal. 
Following the higher court verdict, she said, the present government brought an amendment to the constitution to ensure people's voting rights and seal off usurpation of power illegally.
"No government except the previous Awami League government could hand over power peacefully since independence," she added.
Sheikh Hasina mentioned that all the elections in different tiers held during the tenure of the present government were free, fair and neutral, and no allegation was raised against any of these elections. 

She said that the government has strengthened the Election Commission to give democracy to an institutional shape.

"The Election Commission is working with full independence and international observers are regularly monitoring the elections," she added.

She said there is no scope for vote rigging now as voter ID cards with photographs have been introduced.

The British MPs apprised the Prime Minister that they are conducting a campaign in the UK to put pressure on the buyers to raise product prices. 

They also raised the issue of death of Bangladeshi origin British citizen Rehena Begum who was killed in Sunamganj on August 2 this year.
#
