June 18, 2013

PM gives financial assistance to more Savar victims, families

In the fifth phase, 133 family members of the dead garment workers in Rana Plaza building collapse and 18 critically injured persons received financial assistance from Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today.

The Prime Minister handed over the Family Saving Certificates to the family members of the deceased garment workers and injured persons at a function at her Tejgaon office.
Each of the critically injured persons received saving certificate of Taka 15 to 10 lakh depending on the gravity of their injury. While certificates of same amount of money were distributed among the family members of the dead garment workers.

Earlier, 452 injured garment workers and family members of the deceased garment workers received financial assistance from the Prime Minister. 

Meanwhile, more organizations and individuals today handed over cheques of financial assistance to the Prime Minister's Relief and Welfare Fund for Savar victims. 

Social Welfare Minister Enamul Haque Mostafa Shahid, State Minister Promode Mankin, Railway Minister Mujibul Haque and secretaries of the ministries handed over their one day's salary to the fund.

Ambassador of South Korea and LINDA Bangladesh Limited, were among others handed over cheque to the PM's Relief and Welfare Fund.

Dhaka, June 19, 2013

Maternal Health Voucher Scheme in every upazila : PM

The government has initiated expansion of the 'Maternal Health Voucher Scheme' in all upazilas to ensure healthcare services for poor mothers during pregnancy and pre and post delivery period.

In each phase twenty upazila will come under the innovative project, a specialized form of demand-side financing programme launched about two years back, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said while distributing the Safe Motherhood Award-2013 here today.

Addressing a function on the occasion at Osmani memorial auditorium, the Prime Minister said, the 'Maternal Health Voucher Scheme' has already been introduced in 53 upazilas and more 20 upazials would come under the scheme very shortly.

Sheikh Hasina said the government has taken massive programmes to reach the healthcare services particularly maternity services to the door step of the people. In spite of those steps, she said, 194 mothers die in every lakh a year during delivery.

"It's a great challenge for us to reduce mother mortality to 143, child mortality to 20 and at least 50 percent safe delivery by skilled birth attendants by 2015," she said.

She said, a process is going on to create three thousand midwives by 2015. Already, 596 nurses have completed their six-month midwifery course and 430 nurses are taking training.

The Prime Minister said, it is possible to reduce the mother and child mortality rate through a concerted efforts of all health service providing agencies and policy makers as well as building awareness among people and their active participation.

Sheikh Hasina said, her government in 1997 declared observing the 'Safe Motherhood Day' every year on May 28. The government is working sincerely for maternal health, safe delivery, nutrition
and build up make people aware about mother and child health.

The pragmatic programmes of the government in this sector have brought massive change in the maternal and child health over the years, she said adding now average life- expectancy of people increased to 69 years from 66.6 years in 2008.

Moreover, the birth rate declined, age of marriage increased, female education expanded, emergency maternity service improved,women were empowered and quality of living got better, she said.

Health and Family Welfare Minister Dr. AFM Ruhal Haque, PM's Advisor on Health and Family Welfare Dr Syed Modasser Ali and State Minister for Health and Family Welfare Mujibur Rahman Fakir addressed the function.

With secretary of the ministry M N Niaz Uddin in the chair, the function was addressed, among others, by director general of Department of Family Planning A K M Amir Hossain and director general of Department of Health Khandakar Mohammad Shefayetullah.

Urging all to remain careful about safe delivery of every new born and supplement the government efforts to ensure mother and child health, the Prime Minister said elderly members of families have to give attention to nutrition of expected mothers, theirproper rest and mental relaxation during pre and post pregnancy period.

The Prime Minister said, Bangladesh is pledged bound to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). In this regard, she mentioned about the UN award given to Bangladesh for its success in achieving MDG-1 (poverty reduction) and MDG-4 (reduction of child mortality).
Bangladesh also achieved award from Global Alliance of Vaccination and Immunization (GAVI) in 2009 and 2012 for its outstanding success in the child immunization programme, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, the government has expanded Health,Population and Nutrition Programme (HPNP) up to 2016 in which maternal and child health were given special priority.

She said, emergency delivery service has been introduced in all medical colleges, 59 district hospitals, 132 upazila health complexes and 68 mother and child welfare centres.

In Dhaka, she said, the service is being provided in Azimpur Maternal and Child Health Training Institute, Mohammadpur Fertility Centre and Union Health and Family Welfare Centres under Department of Family Planning.

Pointing out the introduction of information technology in the health sector, the Prime Minister said, at present eight highly modernized hospitals are providing telemedicine services while it will be expanded in 10 more hospitals.

She said, computer and internet connections were given in all public hospitals and health organizations at national and upazila level along with internet connection and supply of laptop to 3,500 community clinics.

Twenty-two Union Information and Service centres (UISC) are providing medical advice through tele-medicine system facilitating mothers to take advice from experts and trained doctors, the Prime Minister said.

She said, the present government has recruited 8,000 manpower in the health sector. Process is going on for recruiting more 7,000 doctors and 5,000 nurses and three thousand midwives, she said adding the government is trying to procure helicopter for emergency shifting of critical patients from remote areas.

On the occasion, a total of 49 successful health attendants, doctors, upazila and upazila health officers, civil surgeons in eight categories were given Safe Motherhood Award for their contribution to reaching maternity health services to the common people.

Dhaka, June 19, 2013

PM inaugurates ENT institute in Tejgaon

The present government after taking office in 2009 launched the construction of the 250-bed specialized hospital and training centre.

The 12-storied institute building was completed up to eight-floor housing 100 beds. The rest part will be completed by the end of this year, officials said.
The hospital will have an international standard audio-vestibular lab, sleep lab and voice study lab and sophisticated medical equipment for modern treatment of hearing problem,deafness and other ENT disorders.

Dhaka, June 20, 2013

Next CG would cling to power till dooms day: PM

Ruling out again the opposition demand for restoration of the caretaker government system, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said if the caretaker government comes to power again they won't hold polls and cling to power till dooms day.

"I don't know for which hopes, the BNP wants to put the caretaker government in power again. If they come to power again they won't hold elections and cling to power till dooms day," she said. She also warned that the caretaker government this time would try to do everything which they could not in the past.

Sheikh Hasina, also the Awami League chief said this in her introductory speech at a view-exchange meeting with grassroots leaders of Pirojpur district unit of the party at her official Ganobhaban residence here this morning.

Without mentioning the name of an international-repute jurist who made a comment during the past caretaker government that they (the caretaker government) could stay in power for indefinite period, the Prime Minister said this time someone might deliver an 'elan' (sermon) again like him that the next caretaker government could remain in power till dooms day.

Following the sermon, she said, the caretaker government would not hold polls and stay in power for indefinite period. "And later, the opposition would cry demanding holding of the elections," she added.

Blasting the opposition demand of restoration of the caretaker government system, Sheikh Hasina said who has given a guarantee to the opposition leader that the caretaker government would put her into power.

"How Begum Khaleda Zia has forgotten that the caretaker government had sent her to the jail and expelled her two sons from the country by giving a good beating and taking a 'muchleka' (undertaking)," she said. 

She said there is no need for the caretaker government as all the elections held during the present government's tenure including the recently held four city corporation polls were staged in a free, fair, neutral and peaceful manner.

"The results of the recently held city corporation elections have proved that the free fair election is possible under the Awami League government," she said, adding only AL has such a courage to stage such polls.
The Prime Minister said it is true that AL first demanded the caretaker government system and built a movement in the country to this end.

"But there was a logic behind the demand as the BNP government rigged the by-polls in Magura, and Mirpur in Dhaka," she said. 

Sheikh Hasina said the main objective of her government is peoples' empowerment and establish the voting rights of people as it wants to see uninterrupted democracy in the country.

The Prime Minister said the people will chose their representatives in the next general elections according to their will. "If my party gets the people's verdict, we will form the next government, otherwise not," she added.

AL Presidium Member Satish Chandra Roy, PM's Adviser Dr Alauddin Ahmed, AL Joint Secretaries Mahbub- ul Alam Hanif and Jahangir Kabir Nanak, Office Secretary Advocate Abdul Mannan Khan and former chief whip Abul Hasnat Abdullah were present, among others.

AL Deputy Office Secretary Mrinal Kanti Das conducted the view-exchange meeting which was convened as part of a series of view exchange meetings with the grassroots-level leaders and workers initiated by the ruling Awami League at the end of the year 2011.

The office-bearers of Pirojpur district unit AL, national committee members, lawmakers of the party, administrator of Pirojpur District Council, presidents and general secretaries of upazila, thana, union and municipal units and upazila chairmen and vice-chairmen of the party, mayors and councillors of municipalities, chairmen of the union councils and presidents and general secretaries of the associate and like-minded bodies of the Awami League district unit were also present at the meeting. 

Referring to the 'dark chapter' of repression and torture of the BNP-Jamaat Alliance Government from 2001 to 2006, the Prime Minister said thousands of leaders and workers of Awami League were killed and tortured after the 2001 general elections.

Sheikh Hasina said BNP-Jamaat turned Bangladesh into a country of panic and sanctuary of terrorists by unleashing terrorism and creating militants like Bangla Bhai.

"The leaders and workers of AL and its associate bodies could not sleep in their house due to repression and oppression by the cadres of BNP and Jamaat," she said. 

Mentioning the unbridled corruption during the rule of the BNP-Jamaat government, the Prime Minister said it was Gen Zia-led BNP government which introduced loan default culture in the country.

After the killing of Zia, she said, his family started the life with broken suitcase and torn vest. "But later ships like Koko-1, 2 and others came out from the broken suitcase," she said.

The Prime Minister said Khaleda Zia's two sons amassed huge wealth through unbridled corruption and money laundering. Their corruption was proved in the US and Singapore courts, she said, adding the BNP always steals vote and public money.

Referring to the violent acts of the opposition in the name of the movement, Sheikh Hasina said the opposition is killing innocent people, policemen, army men, bus and CNG drivers by burning to protect war criminals and put the defeated forces into power again.

Terming the trial of war criminals as a popular demand of the nation and also an election pledge of the government, she said trial of the 1971 culprits has started and the international crimes tribunal began delivering verdict.

"We could free the nation from the 42-year stigma Insha Allah by executing the judgement," she said.

Coming down heavily on a section of people who are describing the present government 'atheist' she said: "We offer prayers five times in a day but those people call us as 'atheists', but the persons who get up from bed at 12 noon are being described as 'astik' (believers in religion).

Sheikh Hasina illustrated her government's tremendous successes in the fields of agriculture, education, economy, health, information technology, food security, women empowerment.

"When Awami League comes to power, the people get something, but when BNP goes to power, the people get nothing except terrorism, militancy and corruption," she said.

The Prime Minister asked the leaders and workers to strengthen the party at the grassroots level and project the government's impressive successes in different fields to the people.

She also called upon all including the party leaders and workers to work together to turn Bangladesh into a middle income nation by 2021 upholding the spirit of the Liberation War.

Dhaka, June 21, 2013

Remain alert against any Singapore conspiracy: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today called upon people to remain alert about any conspiracy of the leader of the opposition against the nation after her return from Singapore.
 Recalling the ultimatum of the opposition leader after returning from Singapore last time, the Prime Minister said, "Last time she conspired to topple the government in Singapore. I don't know what conspiracy she will hatch this time against the nation."

"So, I urged the people of the country to remain alert and forge unity against the conspiracy," she said. 

The Prime Minister was addressing a discussion marking the 64th founding anniversary of Bangladesh Awami League (AL) at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre here today.

Sheikh Hasina, also president of Bangladesh Awami League, presided over the meeting while Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, AL presidium member Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, MP, and AL Joint Secretary Mahbub ul Alam Hanif spoke, among others, on the occasion. 

Leaders of the partners of the grand alliance government-president of Samyabadi Dal and industries minister Dilip Barua, general secretary of Bangladesh Workers Party Anisur Rahman Mallik, general secretary of Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal Sharif Nurul Ambia, also took part in the discussion.

The function was addressed, among others, by president of AL Dhaka City unit M A Aziz, General Secretary Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury Maya, Bir Bikram, law affairs secretary of Awami League Advocate Abdul Matin Khasru, Shimin Hossain Rimi, MP, State Minister for LGRD and Cooperatives Jahangir Kabir Nanak, AKM Rahmatullah, MP, Dr Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin, MP, Awami League advisory council member Golam Mowla Bux and central AL leader Dr Abdus Sobhan Golap.

The Prime Minister urged the leader of the opposition not to utter the demand for caretaker government saying it will not bring any benefit for her party. 

The caretakers will try to stay in power sending both you and me to the jail, she said.

She said BNP can win the elections when Awami League remains in power. But no opposition party could win the election when BNP was in power, she also said.

Awami League could compel the last caretaker government to declare election and handover power to an elected government. But, it would not be possible on part of the BNP to realize the election from the caretaker government, Sheikh Hasina said.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangladesh would again be turned into a breeding ground of terrorists and militants if BNP and Jamaat can capture the power like 2001.

The country would again enter the dark age if the thefts, money launderers, patrons of terrorists and militants and killers of Ivy Rahman, SAMS Kibria and Ahasanullah Master can come to power, the Prime Minister said.

The Prime Minister condemned the BNP, Jamaat and some self-styled Islamic organizations for spreading falsehood about the death toll in police action to disperse unruly Hefajat protesters from Shapla Square on May 5 last.

Sheikh Hasina urged the party workers to make people aware about the conspiracy of the BNP and anti-liberation force to foil the country's progress and prosperity and said the grand alliance would take part in the next election and win the people's support to retain power.
 
Sheikh Hasina said Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman founded Awami League to free the Bengali nation from the political and economic subjugation. 

"All achievements of the country including the freedom are were earned by the leadership of the Awami League. Conspirators tried to foil nation's all successes including the spirit of the War of Liberation. But, Awami League protected those achievements through immense sacrifice of its leaders and workers, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, the anti-liberation forces killed Bangabandhu so that the nation cannot progress. After 21 years of relentless struggle Awami League came to power in 1996 when the people could understood that how a government could be pro- people.
 
All government since 1975 to 1996 have looted the public money. For this those governments gave patronization to all anti- social activities including militancy, license for liquor trading, gambling and arms trading so that Bangalees as a nation can not stand keeping its head high.

The Prime Minister said Father of the Nation had begun the trials of the war criminals. Many war criminals fled from the country and some others were in jail.

But Zia got them free and stopped their trials. Zia also awarded jobs to the self-proclaimed killers of Bangabandhu in Bangladesh mission abroad. He left no stones unturned to ruin the country, she said adding Zia destroyed the lives of many brilliant students giving weapons to them. 

Terming her previous stint in power as a 'golden era' for the country, Sheikh Hasina said, We had taken initiatives to build a golden Bangladesh as dreamt by Bangabandhu.

Our government had taken initiative for ensuring social security of people, free people from poverty, imparting education to children, ensuring healthcare service for rural people and development of mosques and madrasas including expansion of the Baitul Mokarram National Mosque, she said.

Pointing out the reign of terror of BNP and Jamaat activists across the country after 2001 general election, the Prime Minister said, they did the same things, including rape, torture and arson, in 1971.

The people rejected them in 2008 because of their of unbridled corruption, money laundering and terrorism, she said.

The Prime Minister said, Awami League work for people with dedication. Awami League believes in free, fair and neutral elections to strengthen the people's empowerment.
 
Pointing out the killing of seven people after Mohammad Hanif's victory in Dhaka City Corporation election during the tenure of BNP, the Prime Minister said, people still can remember their election engineering.

She said BNP was in power for two times and on both the occasions they have plundered public money, plunged the county into corruption and pushed the country backward.

Dhaka, June 23, 2013

PM pays homage to Bangabandhu on AL's 64th founding anniversary

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina this morning paid rich tributes to Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman by placing a wreath at his portrait in front of Bangabandhu Memorial Museum at Dhanmondi in the city on the occasion of the 64th founding anniversary of Bangladesh Awami League.

After laying the wreath, the Prime Minister stood in solemn silence for some time as a mark of respect to the memory of Bangabandhu, the architect of independence.\


Flanked by senior and central leaders of the party, Sheikh Hasina, also the president of Bangladesh Awami League, placed another wreath at the portrait of Bangabandhu on behalf of her party.

Awami League Advisory Council Members Amir Hossain Amu and Tofail Ahmed, Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, AL Presidium Members Begum Matia Chowdhury, Advocate Sahara Khatun, Obaidul Quader and Satish Chandra Roy and Home Minister Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Land Minister Rezaul Karim Hira, Cultural Affairs Minister Abul Kalam Azad and AL Joint General Secretary Mahbub-ul Alam Hanif were present, among others.

Besides, parliament members and other central leaders of the party and its associate bodies were present on the occasion.

The Prime Minister also inaugurated the 64th founding anniversary programmes of Bangladesh Awami League by hoisting national and party flags as well as releasing pigeons and balloons. The national anthem was played on the occasion.Later, the associate bodies of Bangladesh Awami League including Dhaka city AL, Chhatra League, Jubo League, Sramik League, Krishak League, Mohila Awami Laegue and Sechchhasebak League placed wreaths at the portrait of Bangabandhu marking the historic occasion.

Awami League, the traditional and oldest political party of the country, was born on June 23 in 1949 as Awami Muslim League under the leadership of Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani, Hossain Shahid Suhrawardy and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who eventually became Bangabandhu and later Father of the Nation of independent Bangladesh.

Dhaka, June 27, 2013

PM seeks IMO's help for maritime development

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today sought further cooperation of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) for maritime development of the country.

"As a riverine country, Bangladesh needs more support and cooperation of the IMO for its maritime development," she said.

The Prime Minister said this when IMO Secretary General Koji Sekimizu paid a courtesy call on her at her official Gonobhaban residence here this morning.

After the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters.

Mentioning Bangladesh's booming shipbuilding industry, the Prime Minister said the government has taken various steps for further flourishing the industry. 

"The country is exporting ships to different countries of the world," she said and called for IMO's technical cooperation for training, certification and watch keeping for Bangladeshi seafarers.

She said the aim of her government is to ensure welfare of the common people and workers.

Sheikh Hasina also sought IOM's help to reinstate Bangladesh in the Board of Governors of the World Maritime University as a representative of the developing world.

In response, the IMO secretary general appreciated Bangladesh's progress in shipbuilding and ship-recycling industry, saying the country has a huge potential in this sector.

Koji Sekimizu also put emphasis on giving more attention to the issues of environment and healthcare of the workers.

Shipping Minister Shajahan Khan, Ambassador-At-Large M Ziauddin, Shipping Secretary Syed Manjurul Islam, Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad and PM's Special Assistant Dr Abdus Sobhan Golap were also present on the occasion.

Dhaka, June 29, 2013

Keep confidence in people: PM to opposition

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today urged the opposition leader to keep confidence in people and remain in favour of democracy. "Take part in the next general election and help keep the hard earned democratic process uninterrupted. The country will not move forward without democracy," she said.

She also urged the leader of the opposition to remain careful about the 'minus-two formula'.

Taking part in the discussion on 2013-2014 year fiscal budget, the Prime Minister said, the next election will be held in Bangladesh in the way it is held in other parliamentary democracies.

Sheikh Hasina said the next election will be held peacefully and neutrally as it was held in over 6,000 constituencies electing over 63,000 representatives during the tenure of the present government.

The candidates, who will get the vote, will win the election, she firmly said.

Leader of the opposition Begum Khaleda Zia and treasury bench member Amir Hossain Amu also took part in the discussion on the budget with Speaker Shirin Sharmin Chowdhury in the chair.

In her about one hour and forty minute speech, the Prime Minister particularly focused on her government's success in different sectors during this tenure and answered questions raised by the leader of the opposition on present government's performances.

The Prime Minister said, the Awami League, when it was in the opposition, demanded neutral election under a caretaker government as BNP failed to hold free, fair and neutral polls.

"Our movement was aimed at securing the rights of people to vote and food that earned people's support," she said adding about 2,500 people were killed during the UP elections during BNP tenure and every election was marked by massive rigging and election engineering.
 She said Awami League believes in empowerment of people and their constitutional rights. Due to our demand, the electoral roll with photograph and transparent ballot boxes were prepared, she said. Pointing out the result of the four city corporation elections this month, the Prime Minister said, the government has implemented many projects for development of the cities. "But our candidates could not woo the voters and we accepted the verdict," she said.

Ruling out the demand of the opposition for restoration of the caretaker government, the Prime Minister said, "The caretakers whom you want to bring to power may not quit."

The Prime Minister said her party's motto is not to enjoy the power but to work with prudence and vision to ensure people's prosperity. 

In view of this, the next year budget has been formulated to make the country a middle-income one by 2021.

Extending her thanks to the Finance Minister for formulation of a well-thought-out budget for 2013-2114 fiscal year, the Prime Minister said the proposed budget has given importance to rural economy and poverty alleviation.

The five percent budget deficit is usual for many countries of the world, even in developed ones, she said. About the opposition remarks on budget terming it as an 'ambitious' and 'big balloon', the Prime Minister said, over the last four years after announcement of the budget they have used the same terminologies.

"But we had engaged all our efforts and implemented the budget very successfully making the country self-reliant in food production, increasing power generation, creating employment and alleviating poverty.

About suspension of the much-talked-about generalized system of preferences (GSP) by the United States, the Prime Minister said the Leader of the Opposition wrote an article in the Washington Times on Feb 1 in 2013 to stop GSP facilities for Bangladesh.

She said the European Union stopped the GSP facilities for shrimp export for forgery during the rule of previous BNP government from 1991-96. But after coming to power in 1996, the AL government revived the GSP facilities for shrimp export and realized duty and quota-free access of other Bangladeshi products.

She said the United States has been serving notice to Bangladesh about curtailing the GSP facilities since 2007. But the Awami League government delayed their move by taking various initiatives.

The Prime Minister said Khaleda Zia had requested the US government through her article not to grant visa for Bangladeshis and impose other sanctions.

"There is nothing of shame and regret than hindering economic development and movement of Bangladeshis," she said, adding the language of the article and today's JS speech of the opposition leader is the same.
Sheikh Hasina said, "I have no objection to write against me due to political vengeance. But what crimes the people of the country did that the GSP will have to be curtailed."

She said her government has restored discipline in the economic sector by curbing and checking corruption and irregularities in different sectors. 

The Leader of the House said the owner of Hallmark Tanveer Mahmud is a man of Hawa Bhaban and Zia Parishad. So the opposition is talking in louder voice as they feel pain due to arrest of their people, she said.

The Prime Minister said: "It seems to us that we became thief by catching the thief." 

She said playing ducks and drakes with the money of the bank and loan default culture started during the rule of the military dictator Ziaur Rahman.

Sheikh Hasina said sons of Khaleda Zia took loan of Taka 980 crore in the name of their different organizations.

The Prime Minister said her government has increased wages of garment workers by 82 percent. The minimum wage of the RMG workers has raised to Taka 3,000 from 1500.
 
On the much-awaited Padma Bridge, Sheikh Hasina refuted again the allegation of corruption charges in the mega project.

"We won't bow to any threat for a person to remain or not as an MD of a bank."

The Prime Minister said how corruption took place in the project where a single penny was not released by the donors. 

She said the World Bank first said that the graft took place in the project, later they said conspiracy of graft happened. "But when I challenged it and asked to provide documents, they failed."

Sheikh Hasina said the World Bank gave conditions one after another and we fulfilled their all conditions. "Then after they did not provide correct information, and many plots were hatched to undermine me and my family," she said.

She said Taka 1700 crore was spent for land acquisition and the rehabilitation of the affected persons. But none could raise any allegation of corruption about the works.

The Prime Minister reiterated her firm determination to build the Padma Bridge with the government's own fund. 

"We have already started the works of the bridge as contracts for constructing approach roads on both sides of the Padma Bridge have been signed," she said.
She added that the government also floated an international tender for the work of the main bridge on June 27 last.

Sheikh Hasina said government's determination to build a giant project like Padma Bridge has proved how much the country's economy is strong.

She said Bangladesh achieved independence through the liberation war. A super power at that time opposed Bangladesh's independence and tried to send the seventh fleet, but they could not succeed.

She said she won't allow anyone to play game with the fate of the people of the southern region over who would become or not MD of a bank.

"I may shed my blood like my father. I want to die keeping my head high. I won't let the head of the people down. It is my commitment to the people," she said.

The Prime Minister said the present government is pursuing politics of tolerance to promote democracy. "But BNP wanted to annihilate all senior Awami League leaders including me through grenade attack.

"BNP killed former finance minister Shah MS Kibria and Ahsanullah Master and scores of Awami League leaders and workers along with many innocent people out of their political vengeance and resorted to a reign of terror," she said.

Pointing out the movement of Hefajat Islami and subsequent sit-in programme at Shapla Chattar, the Prime Minister said the opposition party is spreading falsehood over the incident.

The government never obstructed Hefajat to hold any peaceful rally in the city. On April 6, 2013 they held the rally peacefully at Shapla Chattar and left the area. And, on May 5 they gathered there again after a 'Dhaka siege' programme.

Police allowed them to gather at Shapla Chattar as they had assured that they would leave the area after Munajat. But, being instigated by the opposition leader, they denied leaving the Shapla Chattar, she said.

The Prime Minister said, the Shibir and Jamaat activists in guise of Hefajat men, resorted to vandalism at Motijeel, Baitul Mokarram National Mosque and Paltan area. They burnt the copies of the holy Quran, prayer mat, prayer beat and religious books, looted shops and cut roadside trees, which people of the country watched on television, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, Jamaat- Shibir men killed four persons and hid their bodies under the podium apart from killing a police personnel. They brought many minor boys along with innocent people to the meeting.

The Prime Minister said police did not carry out any atrocity on them but tried to reach the children and Hefajat activists to the convenient bus and launch stations so that they could return to their homes.

The government also sent Hefajat-e- Islami Amir Allama Shafi to Chittagong safely. But the opposition unleashed falsehood on the issue during the city corporation elections as a weapon against the government, she said showing false photographs they used for this purpose.

Dhaka, June 30, 2013
Free education if economy gets better: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said the education will be completely free in the country if the economy gets better in future.

The Prime Minister said this while distributing stipends among female students from newly introduced first ever Education Trust Fund, created for students of graduate or equivalent level, at her Tejgaon office here today.

"Educated youths will be the actual force to free the nation from poverty," the Prime Minister said adding an educated nation can stand in the world community keeping its head high.

"We don't want to hear anymore that any student stopped education because of their guardians inability to pay tuition fee or buy books," the Prime Minister said.

Expressing her great pleasure for having the opportunity of handing over the cheques of stipends to the students the Prime Minister said, "I was long been dreaming for such a mechanism to help the students to pursue their studies".

The government has allocated Taka 1000 crore for establishment of the trust fund this year to help the student. From the interest of the fund the government would distribute Taka 75.15 crore among 1.33 lakh female students.

A student will get a total of Taka 4,900 a year which will include monthly stipend of Taka 200, examination fee Taka 1000 and Taka 1,500 for buying books, official said.

The Prime Minister said, male students would also get stipend from the trust fund in future.

Planning Minister Air Vice Marshal (retd) A K Khandakar, Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid, education secretary Dr Kamal Abdul Naser Chowdhury and managing director of the fund Iqbal Khan, spoke among others, on the occasion.

The Prime Minister said during the previous tenure, her government had taken a project to make all districts illiteracy free one after another. But, the next BNP government shelved the project like community health clinics and other ones taken for country's good.

"But now we want to put in place such a system which the next government can not annul," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, Bangabandhu made the primary education fully free and female education free-of-cost up to class eight despite immense economic hardship after independence.

"I have learned the importance of education from Bangabandhu and I have got inspiration from him," Sheikh Hasina said.

The Prime Minister said the government has allocated Taka 1000 crore to the trust fund at initial stage. She urged the benevolent persons and education lovers to donate money to this fund saying for the donation they will get tax weaving facility.

Sheikh Hasina said, the government is pledged bound to arrange free education including stipend for female students so that they can continue their higher education.

"I am hopeful that the successful implementations of this initiative would pave a new chapter in the way to overall development through female education and women empowerment," she said.

"Our journey has started. The fund will be bigger and more money would be deposited. With the support of the government and private entrepreneurs, we would be able to constitute bigger fund in future," the Prime Minister said.
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