Dhaka, August 19, 2013

Bangladesh to benefit within two yrs as WB changing outlook to provide assistance

Visiting World Bank Executive Director for South Asia M.N. Prasad today said the global lender is changing its outlook to provide assistance and the countries of the region including Bangladesh would get its benefit within two years.


The WB executive director made the comments when he called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her secretariat office.


After the meeting, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters.


Prasad said all the activities of the World Bank will have to be global standard as it is a global bank. "All the members of the bank have the rights to get its assistance," he said.


The WB executive director lauded Bangladesh's impressive successes in the fields of agriculture, education, health, poverty alleviation, food security, social safety net, women empowerment and ICT.


He said Bangladesh is doing extremely well in all sectors under the leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. "Everybody is praising her (Sheikh Hasina) leadership to steer the nation towards development and prosperity," he said.


The Prime Minister said the present government assumed office through a free and fair election receiving overwhelming mandate of the people. 


She said her government has been striving hard to build Bangladesh as a middle- income country free from hunger and poverty by 2021. "The government is committed to bringing qualitative changes in the lives of the people in general and for the poor in particular," she said. 


She said the country witnessed tremendous development in all the sectors due to various pragmatic steps of the present government.

In this connection, she said Bangladesh's economy is doing fine despite global economic recession. "We have been maintaining a robust GDP growth rate of over six percent in the last four years," she said. 


Sheikh Hasina said over five crore people have been alleviated to middle income group and poverty rate has been reduced to below 26 percent from 45 percent.


She said Bangladesh has attained significant improvement in socioeconomic sectors, good governance and combating corruption.

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh received the UN Award in 2010 for its outstanding success in reducing child mortality rate, where the WB has significant contribution.


She said a massive development took place in country's infrastructure sector as the government constructed huge number of roads, bridges, flyovers, educational institutions, hospitals, community clinics and power plants.


The Prime Minister acknowledged the World Bank support towards the socioeconomic development of the country.


She also praised the global lender's help to bridge the financial gap in implementation of the uplift programmes and maintaining macro-economic stability.


Sheikh Hasina requested the WB executive director to use his good office for more bank support to different priority areas like physical infrastructure, poverty alleviation, education, health, ICT, agriculture and rural development, good governance and women empowerment.

PM's Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were present on the occasion.

Dhaka, August 18, 2013

Govt won't shift from constitutional stance: PM
Ruling out the possibility of any polls-time administration, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said her government in no way would shift from its stance on holding the next parliamentary elections in line with the constitution.


"We believe in the constitution, everything will take place according to it. We won't budge an inch on the constitution," she told a press conference at her official Ganobhaban residence here this afternoon.


The Prime Minister also said that the general election would be held as per the constitution and the people would exercise their voting rights without any trouble.


"I would like to assure the countrymen that the next national polls will be held as per the constitution and the new government would be established as per the will of the people," she said.


The Prime Minister called the press conference to unveil the success in decoding the genome sequence of local species of jute.

Sheikh Hasina said the Supreme Court declared the caretaker government as illegal and parliament passed the 15th amendment to the constitution abolishing the caretaker government system. "So there is no logic behind inviting trouble to public life demonstrating for reinstating the provision."

Calling upon the people to remain alert to any ill attempt at unconstitutional changeover, the Prime Minister said problems on holding the elections were created during all the previous caretaker governments.

"No government, except the previous AL government, could hand over power without trouble in the last 38 years," she said.

Requesting all to respect the constitution while raising demands for the CG system, Sheikh Hasina said, "At least we will have to start the process of holding the election as per the constitution."


Brushing aside the opposition's fear of constitutional crisis if the ninth parliament is dissolved by October 25, Sheikh Hasina said there will be no constitutional crisis.

"Whatever the opposition is thinking or speculating is not correct. Though the opposition wants it, there will be no constitutional crisis. The people do not want this," she said.
Pointing out the tyrannical rule of the past caretaker government, the Prime Minister said the people did not forget the bitter experience of the 1/11 government.

"They clung to power for two years instead of three months and there was not a single person found from any profession who did not fall victim to their torture," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said her government believes that state power will be changed peacefully through a free and fair election with the participation of all. "I hope that all political parties will be polls-oriented by shunning anarchy," she said.

The Prime Minister said 5,723 elections including JS by- polls and elections of city corporations were held and 63,941 public representatives were elected through these polls. "In these elections, many of our candidates suffered defeats and no allegations were raised about it," she said.

About the move of the Election Commission for curtailing its power, Sheikh Hasina said, "The EC is completely independent and it is to decide who would be included or who will be excluded." She added that all the powers will remain under the EC during the polls.

Responding to a question about the construction of the much- awaited Padma Bridge, the Prime Minister said efforts were made to foil the implementation of the bridge project. "But we want to say firmly that the construction work of the main bridge would start soon Insha Allah," she said.

Reiterating the present government's firm stance against graft, Sheikh Hasina said her government's fight against corruption would continue.

She said the investigation into the corruption of Hallmark and Destiny is underway and legal action has already been taken against many culprits.

The Prime Minister said graft got the institutional shape during the BNP-Jamaat alliance government. They siphoned off thousands of crores of Taka and Hawa Bhaban people were involved in the crime. A portion of laundered money was brought back from abroad, she said.

Sheikh Hasina illustrated her government's tremendous successes in the fields of agriculture, economy, health, education, communication, power and ICT.

Before the polls, she said, the government has announced Vision 2021 aimed at turning Bangladesh into a middle income country free from poverty and hunger by 2021. "We are working sincerely to implement our pledges and we became almost successful in fulfilling the commitments," she said.

Dhaka, August 18 , 2013

PM donates Tk 2 crore for treatment of Fl Lt Sharif Md Jahangir
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today donated Taka two crore for treatment of Flight Lieutenant Sharif Mohammad Jahangir.

The Prime Minister handed over a cheque for the amount to Fl Lt Jahangir 's mother at her office this morning, PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad said. 

Chief of Air Staff Air Marshal Muhammad Enamul Bari, PM's Principal Secretary Shaikh Md Wahid-Uz-Zaman and Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were present on the occasion. 

Fl Lt Jahangir is now undergoing treatment at a Singapore Hospital.

Dhaka, August 17, 2013

DU Aug 15 citation for Bangabandhu handed over to Sheikh Hasina

The Dhaka University (DU) authorities today handed over the historic citation which was supposed to be presented to Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on August 15, 1975 to his daughter and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

DU Vice-Chancellor Professor Dr AAMS Arefin Siddique handed over the citation along with some gift items to the Prime Minister at a simple but an emotion-filled ambience at Bangabandhu Memorial Museum at Dhanmondi here.

The citation, and the gift items ---a citation casket, one silver-made crest and a crest with DU monogram--- were supposed to be presented to Bangabandhu, the then chancellor of the university, at a convocation of DU on August 15, 1975, the fateful day when the architect of the independence was brutally killed.

The wooden framed citation was found in a pile of files inside an almirah in a room of the administrative building on December 2, 2009 and the crests and casket were found in a safe at the registrar's office.

A retired deputy registrar, Amir Hossain, found the citation at the registrar's building while he was searching for his personal documents and handed it over to the vice-chancellor on December 4, 2009.

At today's function, Prof Arefin Siddique read out the citation which was scheduled to be read out at the August 15 convocation in 1975 by the then DU Vice-Chancellor late Professor Abdul Matin Chowdhury.
Prof Arefin Siddique also delivered the welcome address, while DU Pro-Vice Chancellor (education) Dr Nasrin Ahmed gave the vote of thanks.

PM's Foreign Affairs Adviser Dr Gowher Rizvi, University Grants Commission Chairman Professor AK Azad Chowdhury, DU Pro- Vice Chancellor (admin) Dr Shahid Akhtar Hossain, Treasurer Professor Kamaluddin and PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad were also present at the function conducted by Acting DU Registrar Syed Rezaur Rahman.

Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister expressed gratitude to the Dhaka University (DU) authorities for preserving carefully the citation and the gift items for long 38 years after the assassination of Bangabandhu.

She also thanked the DU authorities for handing over the citation and other gift items to her. "I have no language to speak for the way the university authorities preserved carefully the citation for long 38 years," she said in an emotion-charged voice.

Sheikh Hasina said the citation and other gift items would be handed over to Bangabandhu Memorial Museum so that the people could know the real history of the country. "The next generation will have to know the true history of emergence and independence of Bangladesh," she said.

The Prime Minister said she would have happier if she could receive the citation along with his younger sister Sheikh Rehana, who is now abroad. 

Recalling her visit to Germany on July 30, 1975, 15 days before the assassination of Bangabandhu, Sheikh Hasina, who was a DU student at that time, said: "I went to the then VC Prof Abdul Matin Chowdhury to take permission for leave. But he tried to convince me to stay in Dhaka during the DU convocation." 

During the meet, Sheikh Hasina said to DU VC, "She does not want to go to Germany but her husband, who lives in Germany, is creating repeated pressure to come to Germany."

The then VC also asked me to talk to my husband, Dr Wazed Mian, who was also a student of him. "I talked to him (Wazed Mian), but he became a little angered when he knew that we don't want to go to Germany," the PM said.

Sheikh Hasina said at last she and her younger sister Sheikh Rehana went to Germany on July, 30, 1975."But the tragic assassination happened within 15 days and we lost all near and dear ones in a single day on August 15," she added.

The Prime Minister said: "After the tragic incident she and her sister had decided not to live in Bangabandhu Bhaban rather we want to donate the Road No 32 historic house for the people's welfare."
Sheikh Hasina said Bangabandhu Bhaban was turned into a museum to highlight the real history of the country and for the welfare of the people, and Bangabandhu Memorial Trust runs it.

She said that she purchased a piece of land behind the Bangabandhu Bhaban to expand the museum. "A library and archive would be set up in the museum," she said.

She said after the August carnage, ill efforts were made to erase the name of Bangabandhu from the soil of Bangladesh. "History is history, none could change or conceal the history," Hasina said.

The Prime Minister said Bangabandhu used to love the people deeply and he always tried to bring smile on the faces of the people deprived of their rights.

"He (Bangabandhu) did not see his personal interest as big rather he always worked and devoted himself for the people's welfare."

Dhaka, August 17 , 2013

Next poll as per constitution: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today laid importance to no-disruption in the country's democratic process saying no military, quasi-military or civil administration in-aid-of-military can resolve the political or economic crisis.

The country's development will not come without uninterrupted democracy, she said adding after August 15, 1975 constitutional transfer of power was never held in the country except in 2001 when Awami League was in power.

"We have to begin the process of holding the election as per the constitution from a certain stage," she said expressing her firm stance to hold the next election as per the Constitution.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was addressing the Awami League Advisory Council meeting at her Gonobhaban residence here this evening.

Urging the countrymen not to be confused at the negative propaganda of the vested quarter, she said it is very much regretful that a strong propaganda is going on to confuse the people.
"We want to run the country as per the Constitution and the democratic process of the country will continue," she said.

Advisory council members Amir Hossain Amu, Tofail Ahmed, SA Malek, M Zahir, Anupam Sen, Hamida Banu, Qazi Akram Uddin Ahmed, Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, Moshiur Rahman, general secretary Syed Ashraful Islam, office secretary Abdul Mannan Khan and PM's media advisor Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, were present, among others.

One minute silence was observed at the beginning of the meeting to show respect to Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and others who were killed in the fateful night of August 15, 1975.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said a vested quarter is out to put the country in the era of darkness. In this connection, she recalled serial bomb blasts at 500 spots at a time in the country on August 17, 2005, grenade attack on August 21, 2004 and other brutal incidents of killing during BNP-Jammat regime.

Referring to the various development activities of the government and its achievement in all sectors, she said, there are some people who feel bad when the countrymen remain in peace and witness better economic condition.

"There are some people who don't have ability to float a party and will never go to the people for vote, but they have strong desire to go to the power, want to fulfill their desire at any cost," she said.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said her government through amending the constitution has established the voting rights of the people and ensured their power of changing a political government.

The path of usurp to state power by undemocratic and unconstitutional force has been stopped following the amendment to the constitution as per the court directives, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said, Awami League believes in the democracy, development and welfare of the people and the country. Out of that belief, Bangabandhu soon after independence had initiated massive programmes for reconstruction of the country and strengthening democracy.

Bangabandhu decentralized the power through turning all sub- divisions into districts and made them center of the development of general people, she said.

Replying to the criticism against Bangabandhu that he put the country under one party rule, Sheikh Hasina said, at that time there was only one party in the country and that was Awami League. "Rather Bangabandhu established multi-party democracy by introducing BAKSAL where anyone could contest in the election," she said.

In that process even a primary school teacher had won the election at that time defeating an Awami League candidate as the election was not ruled by moneyed men, hooligans or influential, she said.

She also said that if anyone had had different opinion against the BAKSAL he could have contested in the election and could have changed the system after getting majority in the parliament.

"But that section of people adopted the path of annihilation. They killed Bangabandhu -- if he was so unpopular - - he would have been unseated through election or mass-upsurge," she said.

Sheikh Hasina said that people now can cast their votes free and fairly to their favorite candidates. Awami League has given the right to the people. The party also uprooted the militants allowing people to sleep in peace.

Terming the killing of Father of the Nation as a blueprint of ultra-communists and anti-liberation force, Sheikh Hasina said, it was their revenge as Bangabandhu liberated the country. 

The Prime Minister strongly criticized the opposition leader, Begum Khaleda Zia, for celebrating her birthday on the National Mourning Day.

"None of her personal documents support the fact that her birthday falls on August 15. In spite of that she celebrate the fake birthday to satisfy the Bangabandhu killers and anti- liberation force," she said.

After coming to power in 1991, she started to celebrate her birthday on August 15, but before that she never did that, the Prime Minister said.

Dhaka, August 16, 2013

PM blasts Begum Zia for celebrating birthday on Aug 15
Criticizing Begum Zia for celebrating her birthday on August 15, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said Begum Zia through celebrating her birthday on this fateful day makes us understand that she is with the anti- liberation forces.

"By celebrating her birthday on the cruel day of the assassination of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Begum Zia makes us it understand that she doesn't believe in country's liberation and she is an associate of the anti-liberation forces," she said.

The Prime Minister said this at a discussion organized by Bangladesh Awami League in memory of the August 15, 1975 at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre here today.

Sheikh Hasina urged people to think about what would be the country's political and economic situation if BNP and Jamaat come to power again. "Poverty will go up, literacy rate will fall, power generation will decrease, food production will come down and above all the militants and terrorists will rule the country if Awami League doesn't come to power next time," she said.
She said many people criticize us even after massive development during our tenure. But, I urge them to think what would be country's situation if Awami League was not in power, she said.

The Prime Minister said Bangladesh moved forward in the both terms of Awami League while the nation went back during the regime of BNP as well as earning bad name for terrorism, corruption and money-laundering, she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Awami League has ruled the country efficiently. As a result, around 96 percent annual development programme were implemented and every sector achieved progress during this period.

She said Awami League made the country self sufficient in food during 1996- 2001 tenure. But, the country again fell into food crisis when BNP took over power in 2001.

Sheikh Hasina said the black chapter of August 15 overshadowed the glorious history of Bengali nation that the nation made through immense sacrifice under the leadership of Bangabandhu. 

The Prime Minister said it is the duty of every citizen to protect the values of the War of Liberation. Everybody has to be carefully in this regard, she said. "All people, who believe in the spirit of the war of liberation and want that Bangladesh would stand keeping its head high, should forge unity," she added.

Deputy Leader of Jatiya Sangsad Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury was in the chair while Awami League advisory council members Amir Hossain Amu and Suranjit Sengupta, Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury, Jute and Textiles Minister Abdul Latif Siddiqui, LGRD and Cooperatives Minister and Awami League General Secretary Syed Ashraful Islam, presidium members Mohammad Nasim, Engineer Mosharraf Hossain, MP, Dhaka University Vice chancellor AAMS Arefin Siddique, among others, took part in the discussion.

State Minister for LGRD and Cooperatives Jahangir Kabir Nanak, general secretary of Dhaka City Awami League Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury Maya, Organizing Secretary Ahmad Hossain, AFM Bahauddin Nasim and Sanjida Khanam, MP, also spoke on the occasion. 

Publicity Sectary Dr Hasan Mahmud and Deputy Publicity Secretary Asim Kumar Ukil conducted the meeting.

Recalling the sad memories of August 15 when Father of the Nation along with most of his family members were brutally killed in a military putsch, the Prime Minister said August 15 overshadowed the glorious chapter of Bengali history that was made through immense sacrifice.

Amir Hossain Amu said BNP has taken shelter of Jamaat as the party has lost it's own force. Laying importance on unity of all pro-liberation forces like 1971, he said, strong unity of the progressive forces can only save the country from disaster.

A section people is trying to spread frustration among Awami League leaders and workers after the five city corporation elections, he said adding none would be able to defeat Awami League in the coming days if the workers work together.

Suranjit Sengupta said Bangladesh has not only progressed in every sector during the present tenure of Awami League but also became a role model of development. But, BNP along with all evil forces has taken stand against the country's progress and prosperity. He urged people to forge unity under the leadership of Sheikh Hasina to uproot all evil forces.

Agriculture Minister Begum Matia Chowdhury said Bangabandhu never hide anything from people. He always admitted his limitations while running the country, which we don't find in many world leaders. So, common people didn't overthrow him from power. Conspirators and cowards killed him, she said.

She criticized some foreign diplomats for rushing to court to support a person accused of violation of ICT Act saying those countries are trying to define the issue of human rights in their own language and interests. 

Syed Ashraful Islam criticized Begum Zia for choosing August 15 as a day of fun in the name of celebrating her birthday while the whole nation mourns brutal killing of the Father of the Nation and his family members.

"It's unthinkable in a civilized society. They are still in war against us. They have killed Bangabandhu with his whole family and they want to destroy Sheikh Hasina," he said adding, "Awami League cannot compromise with those who celebrate August 15 as a day of fun".

Arefin Siddique said Bangabandhu was killed by the local and international conspirators as he was a revolutionary leader. He called for formation of a commission to unearth killing plot and identify the conspirators to stop recurrence of such incidents in 
future.

Mohammad Nasim criticized Begum Zia for cutting cake yesterday in the name of celebrating her birthday on August 15 while the whole nation mourned the brutal killing of the Father of the Nation.

He said a government cannot implement its all election pledges in one term and urged the people to give another chance to Awami League to complete the remaining tasks and election commitments.

Pointing out the country's political situation during post- 1975 period and Zia's role in that political changeover, the Prime Minister said Zia didn't allow her and Rehana to enter Bangabandhu's house after their return home in 1981 from exile life. 

Even, Zia didn't allow us to arrange a milad in that house," she said adding we offered doa for our parents outside the rooms which were kept under lock and key. 

Zia passed the Indemnity Ordinance to prevent trial of Bangabandhu's killers. Begum Zia made the killers parliament members, she said. The Prime Minister said Awami League initiated trial of the killers of Bangabandhu after coming to power 21 years later, she said.

But, BNP called hartal on the day of the pronouncement of the verdict of Bangabandhu Murder Case, she noted. Urging the people to remain alert about the conspiracy of BNP, the Prime Minister said BNP taking Jamaat and Hefajat on board is trying to protect the war criminals.

Sheikh Hasina said Zia had stopped trials of the war criminals after 1975 and Begum Zia has adopted the same policy and is out to protect the war criminals. 

BNP was in power for several times. But, what they had given to the nation without killing, corruption and making their own fortune through amassing black money, she asked. 

"They are the mentors of the grenade attack on August 21, series bomb attack at 500 places at a time, killing of former finance minister SAMS Kibria, Ahsan Ullah Master, MP, and smuggling in of 10 truck arms and ammunition," she said. 

The Prime Minister said Tareq Zia has taken a loan of Taka 980 crore from banks for his business enterprises, but never returned the money. Rather, through misusing power, he was given a waiver from paying the interest of the loan, she said.

Dhaka, August 13, 2013
PM for multipurpose education to achieve rapid progress

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Tuesday underscored the need for multipurpose education for rapid progress of the country as education is the main tool for poverty alleviation.

The Prime Minister expressed the view when the members of Standing Committee of Bangladesh University Council (BUC), a forum of public university teachers, met her at her office.

After the meeting, PM’s press secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters.

Hasina mentioned that education is the main tool for poverty alleviation and her government is implementing various steps for its further development as no nation could achieve its desired goal without education.

She said Awami League in its previous tenure from 1996 to 2001 had taken initiatives to set up 12 science and technology universities in the country.

But the BNP-Jamaat alliance government shelved the project out of political vengeance when it had assumed office in 2001, she said.

After returning to power, Hasina said, the present government launched the 12 universities.

Hasina said her previous government for the first time allocated Tk 12 crore for research purpose. “After returning to power this time, the present government raised the allocation to conduct research in various sectors,” she said.

The Prime Minister said her government is providing free textbooks up to secondary level and stipends to over 1.19 crore students, and has introduced locally-managed midday meal in schools to check the dropout of students as well as to reduce the burden of their parents.

In order to help continue the study of the poor and meritorious students, the government constituted the Prime Minister’s Education Trust Fund with Tk 1,000 crore as seed money.

She also mentioned that the present government was setting up multimedia classrooms and providing internet facilities to educational institutions across the country for the improving the quality of education.

The Prime Minister urged the teachers to maintain a congenial atmosphere on the campus. “It’s your responsibility to groom the students as future leaders of the nation. And the university is for all,” she said.

In response to some demands of the teachers, Sheikh Hasina suggested them to raise funds through alumni associations for the development of respective universities.

She asked them to take part in the development of the country through paying income tax regularly.

In this connection, she said all the Ministers, MPs except the President are now paying income tax. 

Putting emphasis on self reliance in all sectors, Sheikh Hasina said there is no dignity and honor of a beggar nation.

The Prime Minister also highlighted her government’s ‘tremendous’ successes in the fields of agriculture, economy, health, ICT and social safety net programmes.

Referring to the celebration of Eid-ul-Fitr, Sheikh Hasina said the people of all walks of life celebrated the Eid with festivities in a peaceful atmosphere as the prices of essentials were within the capacity of the commoners thanks to various steps of the government.

The university teachers highly appreciated the Prime Minister for massive development in different sectors, including education, infrastructure and social safety net.

They said the country witnessed an unprecedented success in the education sector during the last four and half years of the present government under the visionary leadership of the Prime Minister.

The teachers thanked Sheikh Hasina for raising the retirement age of the university teachers to 65 years from 62.

Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid and Vice Chancellors of different public universities were present.
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